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DePaola, Glover Debate
Over SP-FW PD Merger,
Consolidation, Sewer Fees

By JASON KIM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
mayoral candidates, Republican in-
cumbent Mary DePaola and Demo-
cratic Councilman Kevin Glover,
went head to head in a candidates’
forum sponsored, last Thursday, by
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. The session,
which followed one for the two coun-
cil candidates, started with the big
issue of the consolidation with
Fanwood per the application by the
group Courage to Reconnect Scotch
and Fanwood.

“We had had a study three years
ago, a $50,000 grant, which showed
our communities how we can save
millions of dollars,” Mr. Glover said.
“Regrettably our Mayor (Mrs.
DePaola) went behind Fanwood’s
back and decided to change the rules
at the 11th hour, by asking for and
passing the resolution for another
study for thousands of dollars to
evaluate and confirm what the sav-
ings might be.” He added that the
person being hired, Richard Rosell
of the Rosell Group “wasn’t inter-
viewed and doesn’t have the experi-
ence.” Mr. Rosell is a retired New
Jersey State Police captain who has
served as the public safety director in
Springfield.

Mrs. DePaola replied by stating
that Mayor Colleen Mahr of Fanwood
was not blindsided and was notified
of Scotch Plains’ intentions on the
study.

“When I became mayor, the con-
versation about the police merger was
off track,” Mrs. DePaola said. “The
consultant is to give us some outside
point of view on the running of the
police force... it was done in the inter-
est of the merger.”

“In the last couple of months, the
Democratic leadership [of Fanwood]
have been dragging their feet on ac-
tually attending some of those meet-
ings,” said Mayor DePaola, answer-
ing what she thought was the reason
for such delays on the police depart-
ment merger. She added that the
former Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool, also, wasn’t willing to meet
on this issue, contrasting the rest of
the council.

“That is balderdash,” Mr. Glover
responded. “To throw the former
mayor [Malool] under the bus is des-
picable.” He added that Mrs. DePaola
took responsibility for the inaction
that has taken place in the last three
years, and to suggest Fanwood Mayor
Mahr knew about the hiring of the
Rosell Group was untrue and that
Mayor Mahr “would tell you that it’s
not true.”

On the issue of the township’s spe-
cial improvement district, Mr. Glover
said, “It was an intrusion on our busi-
nesses at the worst possible time.” He
added that there “is so much promise
[downtown] and that it takes leader-
ship for the downtown to be success-
ful.” He said that a good downtown
was essential and that goal could be
achieved by working together and
“not by being bullies.”

Mrs. DePaola defended the exist-
ence of SID and she admitted to some
challenges “not because of SID’s own
volition, but because of the worst
economy in a century.” She added
that “government should not put its
will on business...and along with the
Shackamaxon settlement money, we
can work together...and [have] viable
solutions.” The purported $100,000
from the settlement would be used to
help businesses in the SID to see
what they would like do with it
whether it be hiring a planner for the
downtown or other ideas, she added.

However, Mr. Glover stated that
the $100,000 from the settlement had
already been spent, in essence, be-
cause of the fees related to the legal
fight the council attempted against
the current owner of the
Shackamaxon property.

On the issue of whether the sewer
fees now billed to residents and busi-
nesses as well as non-profits for us-
age were a tax or not, Mrs. DePaola
answered that “it’s not a tax, it’s a
utility. It’s like water, electricity, or
gas.” As an example, she said several
churches and nonprofits are now pay-
ing for their own water treatment at a
total of $175,000. She added that
those costs were previously being
paid by the residents of Scotch Plains
through their property taxes. Now
nonprofits pay for their sewer usage
directly to the township, she said.

“Why didn’t we do this 10 years
ago?” Mr. Glover questioned. “The
only reason is that [it’s] because we
have gotten ourselves in such a bind.”
The best way to get over a bind was to
“do a gimmick,” Mr. Glover said, and
that’s “not allocating [the costs] fairly
and it was supposed to be done on
usage and it was not.”

And what about the Democrats’
plan to add back the sewer budget
back? “There’s absolutely no way
that can happen,” Mrs. DePaola said.
“They’re going to put back $3 mil-
lion into the budget? That would ex-
ceed the 2 percent cap.” She added
that this would result in massive
municipal layoffs and budget cuts.

“I don’t know where she gets her
facts from...but let’s look at the real
world,” Mr. Glover said. “We have
$22.5 million on the left, we have
$2.5 million on the right. We can find

legal ways to put the sewer utility
back into the budget.” The total Scotch
Plains’ municipal budget, he said, is
$25 million.

On the issue of the township resi-
dents wanting lower property taxes
with present level services being
maintained, Mr. Glover said that there
has been too many cuts in services
under the Republican leadership. “If
we move forward with the shared
services opportunity, we would save
enough money to pay for every ser-
vice we’d ever want,” Mr. Glover
said. “But more importantly, that
would facilitate the ability to bring
the sewer utility back into the bud-
get.”

“We do have to spend some of the
fund balance to bring taxes in
line...you can’t spend it all. You’ll
ruin our bond rating,” Mrs. DePaola
said. “The only way to cut the budget
is with a scalpel… not a hatchet.” She
added that having a new township
manager in place was in line with
pursuing such directions.

On the issue of specific cuts they
would make to the budget, again,
both candidates were hesitant to point
out the details. “I’ve learned four
years ago (that) you can’t point out
specific items that you can cut,” Mrs.
DePaola said. But she added that
looking at reducing expenses by look-
ing at the previous year and whether
certain projects were not needed
would be a general starting point.
Restructuring staff would be another,
she said.

Mr. Glover said it was he who
recommended to bid out Scotch
Plains’ major contracts such as cen-
tralizing purchasing and improved
telephone services. He added that it
took three years for the council to get
a consensus for such items and that
$30,000 per year could have been
saved.

On the issue of how the township
surplus should be used, Mr. Glover
said that he had, per his employment
background, managed millions of
dollars in budgets as well compared
to Mr. Saridaki’s earlier statement.
He added that, “we can find opportu-
nities, but clearly we need
leadership...and we’re not getting it.

“In 2012, we used $2.24 million
from our fund balance...used it to
bring our 2012 budget into balance
— left $232,800 to stabilize the taxes
for 2013,” Mrs. DePaola said. She
added that she learned from former
Mayor Martin Marks that the surplus
could not be used. “For the next year,
you have to raise taxes if the balance
is fully used.”

Mr. Glover alleged that fund bal-
ances “get interpreted differently, de-
pending on the motives.” He added
that Mr. Marks lowered the funds in
his election year.

On the question of whether the
candidates’ favor allowing cellular
companies to put their antennas on
township structures, Mrs. DePaola
said, “We are already doing that.”

“The crucial question is where is
that...where are the towers located
exactly,” Mrs. DePaola said. “If it’s
not going to impact the neighbor-
hood.” She added, “at this point we
have to look at every sort of revenue
possibilities.”

“My opponent says ‘the more the
merrier,’” Mr. Glover said. “Cell tow-
ers should be in strategic
locations...where it doesn’t impact
your property value...I’m sure none
of you want one behind yours.”

On the issue of Shackamaxon
Country Club, Mr. Glover said, “It
just was a bad deal. Shackamaxon
had gone broke...there was a fellow
who...said that he would leave it as a
golf club in perpetuity,” Mr. Glover
said. “What were we worried about?
Building 100 homes?” Mr. Glover
stated that ultimately the future owner
got what he wanted, after the lawsuit,
and gaining the golf course with no
commitment in keeping it a golf
course forever, and the ability to build
60 homes on the premises.

“Mr. Glover never sat on the zon-
ing board...he never sat on the plan-
ning board,” Mrs. DePaola said.
“Shackamaxon was a win for the
town...we saved the golf course
[where] 144 acres of space was saved,
and didn’t have over development
into our schools...we did the right
thing.”

On the issue of whether to charge
outside visitors to Scotch Plains’ parks
and golf course, both candidates
agreed there should be fees attached.

Jason Kim for The Westfield Leader and  The Times
SEEKING YOUR VOTE...Scotch Plains Mayor, Kevin Glover and Mary DePaola,
center, and Township Council candidates, Colleen Gialanella, left, and Ed
Saridacki, right, participated in a Candidates’ Forum last Thursday sponsored
by The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Council Candidates State
Their Case for Election Votes
At 2012 Scotch Plains Forum

By JASON KIM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The

Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
candidates for township council last
Thursday took part in a Candidates
Forum sponsored by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. The forum
gave council candidates, Republican
Ed Saridaki and Democrat Colleen
Gialanella, opportunities to state their
case in front of a live viewing audi-
ence, before the Tuesday, November
6 General Election. The forum was
moderated by Fred Rossi of The
Times. The second part of the pro-
gram included questions for the two
mayoral candidates.

The evening started with the ques-
tion of whether the candidates fa-
vored the merger of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood; both council candi-
dates were in agreement that the po-
tential merger was an important is-
sue.

“I would never be opposed to the
merger...whatever purchasing pow-
ers we can gain [from the merger of
services is very important,” Mrs.
Gialanella said.

“I’m very much in favor of any
study that will give us the informa-
tion that we need to be able to follow
through on any consolidation,” said
Mr. Saridaki.

On the issue of whether taxpayers
would see significant savings in their
property tax, Mr. Saridaki said that
“the number one line item in the
budget is the police department and
public works, and that if you can
derive any savings from merging
those two departments and it makes
sense to do...as long as we don’t
sacrifice services to the community.”

“Let’s put aside the issues of power
and control,” Mrs. Gialanella said.
“Because when you have two entities
coming together...this has the poten-
tial to derail the negotiation process.”
She added that there was additional
damage done when the present coun-
cil recently approved a study inde-
pendent of Fanwood on the police
merge, “when we were so close...with
the negotiation.”

When asked about the Scotch
Plains’ Management Corporation
(SPMC), which manages the
township’s special improvement dis-
trict (SID), and the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion (SPBPA) whether the two enti-
ties were working properly, Mrs.
Gialanella responded that speaking
with the business owners, “there’s
not a consensus - either way,” that she
would “leave it to the business
owners...in the quest to improve our
downtown.”

“I agree...that we haven’t gained
much,” Mr. Saridaki said, but if there
aren’t vehicles in place to have those
discussions, then we go nowhere.”

On the issue of the stare’s 2 percent
budget cap on tax levies, Mr. Saridaki
defended the council’s decision of
utilizing the sewer utility as a means
of keeping services as they exist, and
that if the 2 percent cap was ex-
ceeded, “there would have been criti-
cal loss in services.”

“If [the budget] exceeded the 2
percent cap...we would have lost $2.9
million worth of services,” Mr.
Saridaki said. “That’s police officers,
department of public works officers,
picking up the leaves, picking up the
branches and all that stuff.” By creat-
ing the separate sewer authority, he
said, it created revenue from non-
property tax paying entities. “This is
not something when you sit down
and do your income taxes at the end
of the year...it is something that is
comprised as a separate fee. It’s a bill
you are paying to the Township of
Scotch Plains,”

Ms. Gialanella added that the solu-
tion was working creatively to find
budget solutions and that she was a
proponent of returning the sewer util-
ity back to property taxes. As for the
possibility of lowering property taxes
at the same time maintaining munici-
pal services, Mrs. Gialanella said that,
“yes, that is possible.”

Mr. Saridaki said he was intimately
involved in the formulation of the
school budget and policies as a firmer
member of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of education and that
he was an integral part of managing
the costs of healthcare by direct ne-
gotiation for a flat rate. Both candi-

dates were consistent in being hesi-
tant in stating specific cuts in the
budget. Mr. Saridaki proposed possi-
bilities of shopping around for better
health insurance and the possibly
changing over to the state’s health
benefits plan.

“As a school administrator [in
Clark], we were advised that we were
to make significant gains as far as
student achievement, but that we were
not given significant (school) tax in-
creases,” Mrs. Gialanella said. She
added that this happened because of
constant dialogue...between leader-
ship, administrators and teachers and
that managing schools wasn’t any
different from a municipality.

On the issue of the Scotch Hills
Miniature Golf Course, Mr. Saridaki
said that “if it’s not covering ex-
penses and is a burden on the taxpay-
ers it’s an issue to look at.” Mrs.
Gialanella responded that it was
“great to have a completely empty
location to play miniature golf.” But
she added that, for now, the council
should look into better promoting the
golf facility.

On the topic of the surplus funds,
Mrs. Gialanella said a significant
amount of the township’s surplus
should be used to balance the budget
right now. “Our residents are...in cri-
sis,” Mrs. Gialanella said. “If we have
the opportunity now to reduce even a
slight percentage of that burden to
homes...we should be doing every-
thing possible to support that.”

“Surplus is a very dangerous word
to use,” Mr. Saridaki said. A lot of
that money has been appropriated,
but it hasn’t been encumbered.” He
added that he’s all for using some of
the funds that are available, but he
stipulated that he was against “giving
back the sewer fees collected and
giving it back as a property tax re-
lief...”

The candidates were asked about
how the Union County government
could do to help keep county tax
levels better under control. Mr.
Saridaki said that the county “should
not increase the budget by 10 to 11
percent, every year and not spend on
foolish projects,” citing the Gallop-
ing Hills Golf Course banquet facil-
ity project.

Mrs. Gialanella said, “Working
together with our county leaders to
bring back more tax money back to
Scotch Plains is where we should be
leading the discussions.”

On the issue of the Shackamaxon
Country Club controversy, Mrs.
Gialanella said that in her opinion,
“It was something that we shouldn’t
have been involved in and that it
defies logic in so many levels.”

Mr. Saridaki conceded that there
were very good and bad points to the
deal. However, he added that if a
developer was allowed to buy the
whole property and develop it into
single-family homes and a shopping
center...”it would have overburdened
our school district...and the revenue
generated would not have offset the
damage done from it.”

Westfield Board of Education
Three Candidates, Uncontested

Richard Mattessich (I)

Gretchan Ohlig (I)

Garwood Council Has
Two Seats Up For Election
Timothy Hak (R, Inc.)
Garwood Candidate

Timothy Hak is a 20-year resident
of Garwood and attended Central
Connecticut University. He is em-
ployed as the manager of a local
holding company and is the former
owner and operator of Horan Lum-
ber & Coal Co in Cranford.

Mr. Hak was elected to the council
in 2009 and currently serves as police
commissioner and was member of
the police chief selection committee.
He also serves as chairman of the
council’s Streets and Roads Commit-
tee and the Committee on Aging and
is council liaison to the Garwood
Library Board of Trustees.

The candidate is also a member of
the Garwood Lions Club and volun-
teers with the Garwood Baseball
League.

Contact:THAK@Garwood.org

Mike Martin (R)
 Garwood Candidate

Mike Martin is a lifelong Union
County resident and is the owner/
operator of a Garwood-based event
planning business. He has 30 years of
business to business, sales and cus-
tomer service experience.

The candidate was previously a
national sales representative at The
Star Ledger where handled major
accounts and national retail busi-
nesses. He was also a sales manager
for Local Yellow Pages.

He held customer service and sales
training development positions with
AT&T from 1973 to 2003.

Mr. Martin holds a bachelor of arts
degree from St. Francis College. Con-
tact: mike@promorental.com

Anne Palmer (D)
Garwood Candidate

Anne Palmer previously served on
the Garwood Board of Education for
seven years, two years as board presi-
dent. She is also a former member of
the Garwood Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation and the Education Founda-
tion of Garwood.

William Nierstedt (D)
 Garwood Candidate

William Nierstedt has been direc-
tor of planning for the City of
Plainfield for 14 years and serves as
city zoning officer and administra-
tive officer for the city’s planning
board, zoning board of adjustment
and historic preservation commission.
He was previously senior planner at
Hackensack Meadowlands Develop-
ment Commission for 13 years.

He served as planner for the bor-
ough for eight years when he moved
to the municipality 25 years ago and
was the principal author of the
Garwood land use ordinance.

Mr. Nierstedt is a member of the
Garwood Planning Board and has
served on the Board of Education,
and has been active with the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood. Con-
tact: bmejnierstedt@comcast.net

William Nierstedt (D)Timothy Hak (R) Mike Martin (R)

Brendan Galligan
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Brendan Galligan is a 2007 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School and is
currently the scheduling lieutenant
with the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad. He is running for the one year
remaining on unexpired seat of Julia
Walker who reassigned earlier this
year.

Gretchen Ohlig
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Gretchen Ohlig, incumbent, is past
president of the Jefferson School PTO
and was a member of the Parent
Teacher Council, and served on vari-
ous other school committees. She is
also a trustee and president of the
board of trustees for the Education
Fund of Westfield.

An attorney, Ms. Ohlig has three
children in the Westfield public
schools and also was part of the Stra-
tegic Planning Committee for the dis-
trict. She served as president of the
Board of Trustees of the education
Fund of Westfield. She is also a former
member of the Westfield Planning
Board and a former member of the
Board of Directors of the Westfield
Area Y.

She is a founding board member
and officer of Liam’s Room, a
Westfield-based non-profit organiza-
tion aimed at improving pediatric
palliative care.

Rich Mattessich
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Rich Mattessich has lived in
Westfield with his wife Michelle since
1996. They are parents of two daugh-
ters – Rachel, in fifth grade and
Allison, in third grade, at Washing-
ton Elementary School.

Prior to his election to the BOE in
2009, Mr. Mattessich served two
terms as the PTO treasurer and mem-
ber of the executive board of the
Washington School PTO.

As a BOE member, he served as
President, chair of the finance com-
mittee, as a member of the facilities
committee and the ad hoc committee
on technology.

Mr. Mattessich has an undergradu-
ate degree in accounting from
Georgetown University, an MBA in
finance from New York University
and a law degree from the University
of Texas School of Law.

Since 2005, Rich has worked as
associate general counsel and assis-
tant corporate secretary of The Dun
and Bradstreet Corporation. He pre-
viously was involved in strategy and
business planning with a life insur-
ance and investment products com-
pany and also worked as a CPA.

Adele Lewis
For Garwood BOE

Adele Lewis is a lifelong resident
of Garwood and has two daughters
who have attended Garwood schools.
She has been serving on the board for
nine years and has been president for
eight of those years.

Ms. Lewis is employed as the
Garwood planning and zoning board
secretary and also works as board
administrator/secretary for the
Maplewood planning board and zon-
ing board of adjustment.

She is past president of the New
Jersey Association of Planning and
Zoning Administrators. Ms. Lewis is
a certified land use administrator
through Rutgers University’s Center
for Government for Services.

Barbara Greet
For Garwood BOE

Barbara Greet has lived in Garwood
for 23 years and is the mother of four
children who are all in college.

She has served on the Garwood
Board of Education for nine years. A
practicing registered nurse for 38
years, she serves as the chairwoman
for the BOE’s education committee
and is a member of the finance and
negotiations committees.

Jeane Parker
For Mountainside BOE

Jeane Parker, who has lived in
Mountainside since 2004, was ap-
pointed to the Mountainside Board
of Education in October 2011 after
two members resigned. The mother
of one daughter who will be graduat-
ing from the middle school, she ran
for the board and lost by only several
votes in 2011.

As a BOE member, she serves on
the board’s community outreach com-
mittee and is a delegate to the New
Jersey School Boards Association.

Ms. Parker is a senior writer for
The New York Post.

Kate Motz
For Mountainside BOE

Kate Motz has lived in
Mountainside since 2008. She has
served on the Mountainside Board of
Education since October 2011.

Ms. Motz has three children, two
who attend Beechwood Elementary
School and the youngest who is in
preschool at Sundance in North
Plainfield.

As a board member, she is a BOE
liaison to the Mountainside PTA and
is a member of the BOE’s commu-
nity outreach, curriculum and strate-
gic planning committees.

Ms. Motz is the creator of the NJ
Moms Guide, which started in 2006
as Westfield MomsTown and has
branched out to all parts of the state.

Tom Hannen (D)
For Cranford Committee
Tom Hannen, Jr. co-owns and oper-

ates a manufacturing company in Lin-
den. He manages a staff of over 30 in-
volved in manufacturing. He has been a
firefighter all his adult life, and has been
a volunteer firefighter in Cranford since
1996. He has served on the Cranford
Flood Advisory Committee, the Citizens
Budget Advisory Committee and the Fi-
nance Committee.

He has been a leader of the Boy Scouts
in Cranford. He served on the Winfield
Township Committee, where he served
as mayor for three terms. Mr. Hannen
served for 20 years on the Winfield Fire
Department and First Aid Squad where
he also served as chief.

He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Political Science from Rutgers and an
associate’s degree from Union County
College. Tom and his wife, Cindy
Hummel Hannen, have four children.

W. Scott Mease (R)
For Cranford Committee
W. Scott Mease is a former township

committee member and former Cranford
Planning Board member. He grew up in
DuPont City, West Virginia. He moved
to New Jersey in 1987 for his wife Robin’s
job with Schering Plough. He has been a
Cranford resident for 12 years.

He is employed as a mechanical engi-
neer and is the owner and president of
Mechanical Advantage Consulting, Inc.

The candidate is a deacon, elder and
trustee with the First Presbyterian Church
of Cranford and is a Cub Scout Assistant
Den Leader and an adult volunteer with
Cranford Troops 75 and 80.

Mr. Mease was co-chairman of the
Cranford Jaycees Halloween Parade from
2005 to 2010 and is a Cranford Soccer
Club coach.

He graduated from West Virginia Uni-
versity. Scott and Robin Mease have 2
children, Greg, 21, and Allison, 18.


