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School Board Deadline Set
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
GARWOOD – The borough’s

zoning board last Wednesday
unanimously denied an applica-
tion by Vincent and Veronica
Kearney of 306 Center Street to
add a second driveway on their
property and for permission not
to have a garage contrary to the
requirements of the borough’s
zoning ordinance.

The properties at 306 and 304
Center Street share a 12-foot
driveway, situated on the north
side of the Kearneys’ home,
which widens as it approaches
the shared garage in the rear of
the lots. The Kearneys wished to
add a private driveway on the
south side of their property, and
to not have a garage.

John Blake of Westfield, who is
a friend of the Kearneys, ap-
peared as counsel for the appli-
cants.

There is an order by the
Garwood Building Department
to demolish the garage, Board
Attorney Donald Fraser said, due
to its dilapidated condition.
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, who
recused herself from sitting on
the board for the application,
told The Westfield Leader there
is a tree growing through the
middle of the garage.

Sandra Sep, who was the ex-
ecutrix of the estate of Robert
Campbell, who owned 304 Cen-
ter Street, and is now deeded
the property, was opposed to
the application, her attorney,
Paul Barger, said.

Ms. Kearney had said Ms. Sep
harassed her and that Ms. Sep
refused to cooperate in the re-
pair of their shared driveway.
Because of the continued ha-
rassment, Ms. Kearney said, she
was seeking relief from having
to continue to deal with her

Garwood Zoning Board Denies
Second Driveway on Center Street

neighbor by adding a separate
driveway.

Mr. Blake reiterated that state-
ment and said Ms. Sep has not
picked up certified mail.

The board informed the appli-
cants that it is not the board’s
job to settle disagreements be-
tween neighbors but rather to
review hardships as they per-
tain to the property, weigh the
land detriments against the zon-
ing laws, and make a decision.

Board member Bill Nierstedt
said during board comments,
“It’s a shame personal animos-
ity has come to this point. Vari-
ances shouldn’t be sought be-
cause of personal animosity.
Variances go with the land…
There hasn’t been a single land-
related hardship presented by
either party.”

The board discussed the ex-
cessive amount of impervious
surface presently on the
Kearneys’ property, noting that
to add more with another drive-
way would further the non-con-
formance of a minimum of 60-
percent pervious surface. The
existing driveway would need to
remain for use by the tenant of
304 Center Street.

The board also agreed that a
one-car detached garage could
be erected on the property with-
out any issue.

The Kearneys both said a one-
car garage would not fit on the
property because pool equip-
ment would be in the way. Part
of the issue is an existing six-
foot easement from the prop-
erty line, which prevents a one-
car garage from being built in
the easement. Zoning Code Of-
ficial Victor Vinegra said a three-
foot easement could be allowed.

Garwood Republican council
candidate Carol Kearney, Vincent
Kearney’s mother, commented

to the board, “I can’t visualize
how, if forced to build a garage
at the rear of that property, if
they need to get their trucks in
and out of their driveway and
make that turn and into that
garage – what would they have
to get, a mini Cooper?”

Mr. Nierstedt said during board
comments, “You could certainly
install a garage in the backyard.
It would not in any way inflict
upon the location of the pool
equipment or the ability to have
a car with enough turning radius
to get into the garage. … There
is no hardship to install a new
garage… It is a conforming lot.
There is no reason why you can’t
have a conforming garage on

there.”
Mr. Nierstedt concluded his

statement by addressing Ms.
Sep. “I find it incongruous that
the attorney for the property
next door would not put his cli-
ent up for testimony. We sit here
as a board and have watched
her facial expressions and I don’t
appreciate that. I feel the board
is being used.”

Deciding not to have his client,
Ms. Sep, speak before the board,
Mr. Barger read a statement that
said she is amenable to paying
her fair share of repairing the
driveway and reconstructing a
garage.

Mr. Fraser said he offered to
mediate between both parties at
his office for free, and both par-
ties accepted.

Board Chairman Steve Greet
said during board comments,
“I’ve lived in Garwood now for
23 years. I have a shared drive-
way, and I have had three differ-
ent neighbors along the way.
Have we all gotten along amica-
bly? Certainly not, but you find a
way to make it work.”

Duffy Graduates from
U of New Hampshire
DURHAM, N.H. - The following

student graduated from the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire during
the Commencement Ceremony
held May 19.

Alanna Duffy of Cranford earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree in An-
thropology.

delivered to Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi at 2 Broad Street,
Room 113, Elizabeth, N.J., by 4
p.m. this Tuesday, June 5. Peti-
tions also may be delivered to
the respective BOE business of-
fices by 4 p.m. on Monday, June
4, and they will be delivered to
the county clerk’s office.

Recent legislation allowed com-
munities to move their school
elections from the third Tuesday
in April to the General Election in
November. Doing so places the
district’s school board candidates
on the November ballot – but
eliminates the need to present
the proposed school budget to
voters as long as it remains at or
below the state’s 2-percent levy
cap. There are 468 school dis-
tricts that will have board mem-
ber elections in November 2012,
including 19 from Union County.

The full term for an elected
board member is three years.
However, in Westfield, due to
the resignation of Julia Walker
from the Westfield BOE in De-
cember, there also will be a one-
year term on the ballot to fill Ms.
Walker’s term.

Those Westfield school board
members whose terms are ex-
piring this year include Jane
Clancy, David Finn, Richard

Mattessich and Gretchan Ohlig.
Ms. Ohlig has announced her in-
tention to run for a full three-
year term, while Ms. Clancy has
decided that she will retire at the
end of this term, her sixth year
on the board.

The seats of Mountainside BOE
members Jeane Parker and Kate
Motz are up this year. They were
both appointed to the BOE in
October 2011 to replace Mary
Beth Schaumberg and Carolyn
Williams, both of whom resigned.

In Garwood the seats of Adele
Lewis, Russell Graham and Bar-
bara Greet are up for election.

The seats of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education
members Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse, the current BOE
president; Karen Kulikowski and
Betty Anne Woerner are expiring
this year. All are Scotch Plains
residents. No seats representing
Fanwood are up this year.

Board of Education members
are volunteers who are elected
by the public during the annual
school election, which will be held
this year on Tuesday, November
6, the date of the General Elec-
tion.

Prospective school-board can-
didates can obtain a New Jersey
School Boards Association
(NJSBA) “School Board Candi-
date Kit” at their local board
office. In addition to the nomi-
nating petition form, the kits in-
clude information about legal
qualifications for school-board
candidacy, campaign procedures
and the role of the school board
member. Information about the
New Jersey School Ethics Act,
important dates in the school
election process and frequently
asked questions for school board
candidates also are included in
the kit.
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