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Westfield Y Honors Students
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coaches. The hard work paid off.
In about one month, those two
students competed at the Track
and Field National Championships.
These were the first two javelin
throwers to advance in the teams’
history.

Krowicki recently became an
employee of the “Y” and is look-
ing forward to expanding her
role this summer with the camp
programs, as well as helping de-
velop the volleyball program. She
has run in the Lincoln Tunnel 5K
challenge, which benefits the
Special Olympics.

Daly, a senior, began his in-

volvement with the “Y” in 8th
grade when he attended the
YMCA Youth and Government
Conference as a page. His expe-
rience helped him find a passion
for policy, debate and service,
which has led him not only to
return to Youth and Government
for the past five years, but also to
attend the YMCA Model UN Con-
ference in Pa. and the YMCA Con-
ference on National Affairs in N.C.

This past year, Daly had the
privilege of serving as NJ Youth
Governor, during which time he
organized a sports equipment
drive for Green Sports NJ, a divi-
sion of the ARC of Union County.
Daly also teaches a Special Olym-
pics sports class for children with
disabilities and serves as Presi-
dent of the CHS Student Council.

Univ. of  Vermont
Announces Local Grads
BURLINGTON, Vt. – Some 2,552

students were awarded a variety
of bachelor’s degrees during the
University of Vermont’s 209th
Commencement ceremonies on
May 20. The following local stu-
dents and the degree earned by
each are as follows: Alyssa M.
Frediani of Cranford, received a
Bachelor of Science in Environ-
mental Studies. Jillian C. Zdenek
of Westfield, received a Bachelor
of Science in Environmental Stud-
ies.

Buonaguro Graduates
From Bard College

GREAT BARRINGTON, Mass. -
Hannah Buonaguro of Cranford,
recently graduated from Bard
College at Simon’s Rock with an
Associate of Arts degree in Lib-
eral Arts.

Quinnipiac Announces
Area Grads

HAMDEN, Conn. - The following
area residents graduated from
Quinnipiac University during the
81st undergraduate commence-
ment exercises on May 20.

Eric Curialle of Westfield, Bach-
elor of Science in Finance; Tracey
Hunter of Cranford, Bachelor of
Arts in Sociology; Corinne Laudati
of Cranford, Bachelor of Science in
Health and Science Studies;
Michael Nanna of Westfield, Bach-
elor of Science in Management;
Elyse Piacentini of Cranford, Bach-
elor of Arts in English; Michael
Pitre of Westfield, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Finance; Zachary Schwartz
of Westfield, Bachelor of Arts in
Public Relations; Daniel Selert of
Westfield, Bachelor of Science in
International Business; Evan
Shapiro of Westfield, Bachelor of
Science in Marketing and Alina
Zoraian of Moutainside, Bachelor
of Arts in Public Relations.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times
MILLBURN – The Army Corps of

Engineers, New York District, pre-
sented a PowerPoint program last
Thursday to the Mayors’ Council
on Rahway River Watershed Flood
Control on ways to mitigate the
flow of the Rahway River through
improvements to existing dams,
reservoirs, levees and detention
basins.

In doing this project, the Army
Corps partnered with the New
Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (NJDEP). Rifat
Salim, Army Corps project man-
ager, narrated and explained the
first part of the program and Andre
T. Chauncey, Jr., a hydraulic en-
gineer, did the same for the latter
part of the demonstration.

The good news, according to
the Corps presentation, is that it
is possible to significantly reduce
the amount of water that flows
into Millburn, Union, Springfield,
Kenilworth, Cranford and
Rahway. The bad news is this can
only be done after more analy-
sis, feasibility studies, environ-
mental-impact studies, federal
and state funding and massive
infrastructure projects at key
spots along the river. But will
there be another Hurricane Irene-
like storm, which caused $75
million of damage before that is
accomplished?

In attendance at the May 24
meeting were Millburn Mayor
Sandra Haimoff, Union Mayor
Joseph Florio, former Cranford
Mayor Dan Aschenbach and
Rahway Mayor Rick Proctor. Be-
sides a team of Army Corps engi-
neers, Leo Coakley of Millburn-
based Hatch Mott MacDonald,
Millburn’s engineer, was present,
along with Richard A. Marsden,
Jr., Cranford’s engineer and di-
rector of public works.

Alternatives for cost analysis
consideration were given, start-

ing with Lenape Park modifica-
tion and downstream channel im-
provements. This would entail a
modification of approximately
9,500 feet of levee, a higher dam
structure just upstream of
Kenilworth Boulevard and chan-
nel work throughout the river to
Cranford. This plan allows a pro-
tection above the 100-year flood
event in Cranford and a possible
reduction in water level in towns
downstream from Cranford. The
plan uses a combination of the
detention capacity of the Lenape
Park basin and an increase in
flow obtained from a deepening
and widening of the channel.

A possible modification of the
Lenape and Nomahegan Parks’
levee systems and some down-
stream channel improvements
were considered. A reservoir plan
using detention areas in the
Rahway River Watershed, which
would include improvements to
the Orange Reservoir in Essex
County, could lower water sur-
face elevation (WSE) at the foot
bridge located downstream of
Nomahegan Park. Creating a new
detention area at South Moun-
tain Reservation with a dry de-
tention structure upstream of
Glen Avenue in Millburn could

result in a one- to two-foot re-
duction in WSE along the river in
Cranford. This study and analy-
sis are not complete.

An Echo Lake detention basin is
being considered to lessen the
WSE in Nomahegan Park and
Cranford. It was noted that any
detention work done upstream
would probably lower water lev-
els in Springfield, Millburn and
Cranford.

Following the presentation, Mr.
Aschenbach sounded hopeful
while Mr. Florio did not.

“I don’t want to hear about
analysis, feasibility studies, en-
vironmental-impact studies,
which can only be done after
applying for federal funding. The
studies won’t be done until 2014.
I want to hear about how many
homes we can save in Cranford
and other towns along the river.”

At the end of the session, Mr.
Aschenbach said, “In summary,
I think it was an excellent pre-
sentation with benefits. We have
a little more work to do. We’ll
need serious federal support.
These things are real for New
Jersey to make this a priority.”

Mr. Marsden thanked the Corps
and the NJDEP for the “excellent
presentation.”

Studies, Funding Needed to Reduce Flooding

Deadline to File for School
Board Is Tuesday

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially for Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

REGION – Candidates for local
school boards have until Tues-
day to file completed nominat-
ing petitions with either the lo-
cal school district business of-
fice or with the office of the
county clerk.

Nominating petitions can be
picked up at the Westfield Board

of Education (BOE) business of-
fice, 302 Elm Street; the
Mountainside BOE business of-
fice, located in Beechwood
School, 1497 Woodacres Drive;
from the Garwood BOE office at
Lincoln School, 400 2nd Avenue,
or from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood BOE business office at
Evergreen School, located at Ev-
ergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
in Scotch Plains.

Petitions need to be signed and
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