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CRANFORD — On Thursday
night, the students of Cranford
High School (CHS) came together
for “Call For a Cure,” a benefit in
memoriam of CHS student Colin
Maher, who passed away two
years ago from Ewing’s Sarcoma,
a rare form of cancer that affects
young adults and teens. The
evening’s revenue, which totaled
$2,700, went to Georgetown
University’s Research Depart-
ment, which is pursuing a cure
for the disease.

The event was organized by
Cara Costa and Danny Rahal,
two friends of Colin who put on
the show as part of their Univer-
sity Research Seminar, a special
academic track offered at CHS.

“You basically get to study one

topic for a year,” Cara explained.
“I worked with fundraising and
when it came time to do the final
project, I couldn’t think of a bet-
ter cause to raise funds for.”

“Ewing’s Sarcoma isn’t a can-
cer most people know about,”
said Danny, who researched the
disease and made pamphlets for
the event. “Only about two hun-
dred people get it each year. So
it’s very hard to get research and
funds specifically for this type of
cancer.”

Colin’s loss had been felt by
many in the school; his friends
created Friends of Colin, a non-
profit organization that worked
to raise awareness and funds for
research. They also channeled
funds to the research at
Georgetown and similar studies.
As such, many students offered
to perform in the concert, which
became a problem for Cara. “I’ve
done programs for the arts and

music before, but we had so many
people who wanted to remember
Colin,” she said. “It really only
got easier when a few people had
to drop out.”

The variety of students was
evident in the concert’s eclectic
lineup, which featured music,
dance, and poetry. The songs
ranged from Jonathan Furer’s
piano rendition of “When You
Wish Upon a Star,” to Cara’s own
performance of Mariah Carey’s
“Hero.” There were also classical
pieces such as Mary Kate
Mueller’s “Casardas,” and group
a capella versions of the Plain
White T’s “Rhythm Of Love,” and
the Celtic song “Loch Lomond.”

Many of the students performed
original material; Victoria
Treboschi performed “Tomorrow
Morning” which she wrote for her
late cousin; Rebecca Deczinski
choreographed a dance to her
poem “In My Life” and a string
quarter and flutist brought pia-
nist Nate Moon’s Celtic-tinged
“Sadness and Sorrow” arrange-
ment to life.

Despite the somber nature of
many of the performances, Cara
said that she worked to keep
much of the evening “uplifting”
and many acts kept that in mind.
Zach Love gave an impassioned
version of “Corner of the Sky,”
from the Broadway musical Pip-
pin; Jessica Nesi performed a
fierce, yet gentle dance to “Move
Along” by the All-American Re-
jects, and the Celtic Tigers Irish
dance troupe opened the second
act with a stomping performance.

The concert ended with the en-
tire cast onstage performing the
Irish hymn “Danny Boy,” a re-
quest from Colin’s mother, who
was on hand selling refresh-
ments, and a speech by Colin’s
friend Mike Zanfardino.

Mike reminisced about how he
and Colin met, “It was the first
day of seventh grade, and I
thought I’d be cool and walk into
class singing a song. Of course, I

Cranford Teens Perform Benefit Concert For Fallen Friend
only knew the first five words,
but then Colin jumped in. He
didn’t know the words either, so
we both sang the line over and
over again.” He also introduced
the group of friends Colin had
formed called “The Irish Mafia,”
and taught the crowd their se-

cret handshake.
The evening came to a close

with a slideshow showing Colin
throughout his life with friends
and family.

Donations for “Friends of Colin”
can be made to 365 Retford Av-
enue, Cranford N.J., 07016.
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BANDING TOGETHER...Students from Cranford High School  came together
for “Call For a Cure,” a benefit in memoriam of a fellow student, Colin Maher,
who passed away two years ago from Ewing’s Sarcoma. Pictured, performers
sing “Danny Boy” at the request of Colin’s mother.

YOUTH OF THE YEAR…Mark Swingle, Board Chair of the Westfield Area
Y, left, and Mark Elsasser, CEO of the Westfield Area Y, present the Youth of
the Year awards to Billy Daly and Alexandra Krowicki at the Y’s Annual
Meeting.

Westfield ‘Y’ Recognizes
Cranford’s Krowicki, Daly

The Westfield Area “Y” pre-
sented “Youth of the Year” awards
to Cranford High School (CHS)
students Alexandra Krowicki and
Billy Daly at the Y’s Annual Meet-
ing on May 16. The award is
presented annually to two high
achieving teens, who participate
at the “Y”.

Krowicki, a sophomore, is a
member of the track and field
team, volleyball team and Sci-
ence Academy. She began vol-
unteering at the “Y” last sum-
mer. She volunteered to help

coach javelin with the Y’s youth
track and field team, which had
more than 150 athletes at the
time. Krowicki felt it would be a
great opportunity to get a
jumpstart on her coaching ca-
reer.

The “Y” had many kids who liked
javelin, but two students in par-
ticular stood out. Alex worked with
those students both on scheduled
track days and even motivated the
athletes to come on the off days to
practice with her and the other
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