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JP Stevens Shocks Blue Devil Nine
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

FFriendly Rivals 
                  Softball Camp 

   
For girls entering grades 2-9 
June 25 – June 28, 2012 
Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Pitching instruction: 12:15 pm – 1:15 pm 
Where:  Westfield High School 
For more information please contact:
E-mail:   cmacdonald@westfieldnjk12.org  

I kept refreshing my computer, think-
ing that maybe it was an incorrect score,
or that maybe, just maybe, hitting re-
fresh might change the result. You know,
magically. Magic happened a lot last
year, why not this year, too?

But it wasn’t to be, and so WHS, six
outs from breaking the school record
for consecutive baseball wins, lost to
J.P. Stevens, 9-6, in its state tournament
opener last Wednesday. That’s J.P.
Stevens, which came into the game with
a 9-12 record, and which was dumped
by Bridgewater-Raritan in the next
round.

This had to be one of the biggest
upset losses ever for WHS. (Faithful
reader Jeff from Pittstown called and
left the follow message: J.P. Stevens?)
There were four other times that a county
title was followed by a first-round state
loss in 1978 (Linden), 1997
(Bloomfield), 2002 (Elizabeth) and 2006
(Watchung Hills). And in 1988 the re-
verse happened, when the team lost in
the first round of counties (Clark) and
rebounded to win the sectional title.
The most shocking upset still has to be
in 1962, when the basketball team was
upset by Berkeley Heights, 56-40, in
the opening round of the county tourna-
ment, then rebounded to beat Trenton
and Camden before falling in the Group
4 final to Weequahic.

Junior Kevin Galasso took a 3-0 lead
into the fateful sixth inning, when the
Hawks erupted for eight runs. Sopho-
more Mike Ionta had a home run, but it
wasn’t enough.

“It was unbelievable. Everything that
could go wrong went wrong,” coach
Bob Brewster said of his 21-4 team.
“J.P. Stevens wasn’t very good. Kevin
just ran out of gas. That’s the way it goes
sometimes.”

You get your seven innings, your four
periods, your 14 weight classes, your
five matches to decide things, and that’s
it.

The loss ended a 17-game winning
streak, which tied the school record
originally set back in 1995. That team
included pitchers Kris Williams (11-1),
Steve Cheek (9-0) and Brian Ciemniecki
(4-0).

This year’s team was sort of unher-
alded, coming off last year’s senior-
dominated 25-5 team that reached the

state Group 4 title game. Only James
O’Rourke, Brett Ryan and Matt Varakian
were regulars in 2011, so this was basi-
cally an all-new group.

“We’re gonna be pretty good next
year. We have a good nucleus back and
some good kids coming up from the
jayvees,” Brewster said. “We had a good
year and it’s too bad it ended like it did.
I think every starter hit well over .300.
We did some great things, but it’s over.”

In between winning the Union County
Tournament and the state upset, WHS
swept a May 19 day-night doubleheader,
beating Berkeley Heights, 5-1, then trav-
eling to Staten Island’s Richmond
County Park to rout Kinnelon, 12-2.
Mike Mondon pitched the opening win
and Matt Varakian had four hits. James
O’Rourke had yet another three-hit game

against Kinnelon and Eric Demers
picked up the pitching win.

(The Kinnelon game is believed to be
the first time WHS played an out-of-
state game.)

Brewster spoke very highly of his
coaching staff this spring, which had to
be the best ever at WHS. In addition to
himself and Brian Sloan, former WHS
stars Jay Cook and Mike Murray were
volunteer coaches.

“Jay and Mike were great . . . they had
all these drills we’d do, with kids work-
ing on situation hitting,” Brewster said.
“You know, runner on second, 3-1 pitch,

hit it to the right side. They were out-
standing additions.”

Speaking of the baseball team, Dwight
Davies, Roger Doyle, Rob Schram,
Eddie Thorne and Charley Widmer, all
seniors on the 1964 team, got together
on May 19 at Widmer’s house in
Harrison, N.Y., to play catch-up on their
lives. From all accounts it was a great,
even memorable, day/night. Widmer
even revealed to all what his “duck42k”
screen name stands for: 42k is the length
of a marathon!

And, as expected, a huge portion of
the day was spent analyzing and re-
analyzing that 1964 loss to Brooklawn
in the state American Legion champi-
onship game. (Some people just can’t
let it go – which, of course, we see a
good thing.)

TENNIS UPDATE
Congratulations to the tennis team,

for capturing the 25th sectional cham-
pionship in school history recently. It
was the 21st title in North 2 Group 4, to
go with one Central Jersey Group 4
(1970) and three North Jersey Group 3
(1944, 1946, 1949) titles. Prior to 1950
the NJSIAA awarded the champion-
ships to deserving teams.

This group (22-8 at this writing) had
the most losses of any WHS sectional
champion team, but that’s also why
they won the title, because of the cali-
ber of competition they had faced. They
were battle-tested when they ousted
Franklin (3½-1½) in the semifinals and
J.P. Stevens (4-1) in the finals, earning
a trip to Mercer County Park, West
Windsor.

In the sectional championship
match, Adam Greene had a three-set
win at second singles, and Max
Mancini was tested at third singles.
Jacob Harris and Jack Rickles at first
doubles and Justin Cafiero and Jacob
Ziff at second dubs had little diffi-
culty. Scott Thompson at first singles
fell in two tough sets.

At humid Mercer County Park last
Friday, the Blue Devils knocked off
Shawnee, 4-1, in the state Group 4 semi-
finals before losing, 5-0, to West
Windsor-Plainsboro South in the final.
Tom Kowalski, Adam Reich, Jason
Snyder, Graeme Stahl and Dean Th-
ompson showed up to provide alumni
support for the 2012 team.

LACROSSE UDATE
The boys lacrosse team lost to top-

seeded Bridgewater-Raritan, 17-10, in
the Group 4 semifinal on Saturday, de-
spite five goals by Pat Dyer. The un-
beaten Panthers, who broke a 5-5 half-
time tie with WHS, will now face
Hunterdon Central, which eliminated
Ridge, coached by WHS Ken Marsh
(’90), in the other semi.

To reach the final, WHS knocked off
West Orange, 18-2, Columbia, 9-6, and
Eastern, 13-4.

The girls lost to Ridgewood, 17-7, on
May 17, but it was 7-5 at halftime and they
gave the top-seeded Maroons quite a scare.

SOFTBALL UPDATE
The softball team lost 3-1 to North

Hunterdon in the second round of the
state tournament. It was a 1-1 game
until North got two in the last of the
sixth inning. A tough loss, but this is a
team will be heard from soon, and you
read it here first! There are mostly sopho-
mores and juniors on the team.

THIS AND THAT
Barron Chambliss (WHS, ’82) was

recently inducted into the Penn Relays
Wall of Fame as a member of the 1986
Seton Hall University sprint medley.
Chambliss, now a member of the
Westfield police department and living
in Alexandria Township, Hunterdon
County, teamed with David Jones, An-
drew Valmon and Akanni Gbadamosi to
nip Texas at the finish line. Both teams
were inducted on April 27.

If you see the movie “Crooked Ar-
rows” and think that the person playing
the Harvard coach looks a bit familiar,
it’s because maybe he is. Chris Wojcik,
the Harvard lacrosse coach the past two
years, plays himself in the movie about
lacrosse. Wojcik (’92), one of the most
versatile athletes in WHS history and a
member of the WHS Athletic Hall of
Fame, has gone 10-6 and 6-8 in his two
seasons as the Crimson’s head coach.

Christine Williams, a sophomore at
Columbia University from Westfield,
had a 19-second drop to finish 11th in
the 5,000-meter race at the ECAC Track
and Field Championships at Princeton.
Williams, who did her scholastic run-
ning at Mount St. Mary, works at the
Westfield Running Company on
Quimby Street.

WHS appears out of the running for
the 2012 ShopRite Cup. In Group 4,
West Windsor-Plainsboro South is in
the lead with 43 points. They are fol-
lowed closely by Hunterdon Central
(39), and Bridgewater-Raritan, Colum-
bia and Livingston, with 37 points each.
WHS won titles in boys cross-country,
and both boys and girls swimming.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday every month during the school
year. Contact us with comments, com-
plaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hitting ‘Refresh’ Button
Couldn’t Change Result

takes we might have made that inning
were walking some people. They hit
the ball well. They had three doubles,
and each one drove in two runs. Kevin
Galasso was cruising the first five
innings. He was pitching great. That
inning, he got tired out. The relief
guys came in and we couldn’t stop
them,” Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster said.

On the mound, Wojchiecowski was
keeping the Hawks within striking
distance prior to their big sixth in-
ning. He ran into some trouble in the
bottom of the first. Brett Ryan (2-for-
4, RBI) poked a one-out single but
got picked off. Matt Varakian chopped
a single over second then Mike Ionta
(2-for-4) hammered a two-run home
run over the right field fence, giving
Westfield a 2-0 lead.

The 21-4 Blue Devils threatened
again in the third with two-out singles
from Ionta and Liam Devin, but
Wojchiecowski got the next batter to
ground out. Westfield took a 3-0 lead
in the fourth. Tyler Bowman wiggled
an infield single and moved to second
on Mike Coletta’s sacrifice bunt. Eric
Demers (1-for-1, 2 walks) hopped a
single to deep short. A little later,
Bowman scored on a muffed pickoff
attempt of Coletta.

“Their pitcher kept us off-balance
the whole game. He changed speeds
very well, and we just didn’t hit the
ball the way we normally hit. It’s one
and done. That’s what happens in a
state tournament,” Coach Brewster
said.

Trailing, 8-3, after the Hawks’ “Big
Inning” the Blue Devils were search-
ing for some magic and began a two-
out rally in the bottom of the sixth.
Coletta singled and Demers walked.
James O’Rourke stepped up and

drilled a two-run double down the
right field line then Ryan followed
with an RBI double to make the score,
8-6. Varakian got good metal on the
ball but lined out to centerfield.

“We started to get that feeling again.
I knew we could do it. Varakian hits a
shot to centerfield. Hits it right at the
centerfielder. It’s something you can’t
do anything about. We gave it our
best. It just wasn’t supposed to hap-
pen,” O’Rourke said.

Mike Mondon relieved for
Westfield in the top of the seventh,
and Hawk Chris Lee lashed a leadoff
double to right-center and later scored
the final run on a wild pitch.

The Hawks’ victory ended the Blue
Devils’ 17-game winning streak,
which included winning the Union
County Tournament championship.

“It is a tough way to go out, defi-
nitely! Senior year! We had a great
streak. We knew we had a great shot
to make another run at this, but we
take our hats off to them. They played
a great game. They did to us what we
liked to do to other teams. You don’t
have to hit home runs to get runs.
They kept getting base hits. They had
a couple of doubles in a row. They
kept things alive. They beat us,”
O’Rourke said.

“I told them, ‘there is only one
Group 4 team that is going to go
happy at the end of the year. Every-
body else is going to end their season
on a loss.’ They can’t take away from
them the county tournament, the great
wins, 17 in a row. That’s a pretty good
accomplishment in my book. They
all have to be very proud of every
effort that they made this year to help
this team,” Coach Brewster said.
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Probitas Verus Honos

TALKIN’ ‘BOUT GLORY DAYS…Former Westfieldians pictured, left to right,
Roger Doyle, Dwight Davies, Eddie Thorne and Charlie Widmer talk about the
“Glory Days”.

Blue Devil Netmen Fall
To W. Windsor South
The No. 11 ranked Westfield High

School boys tennis team defeated
Shawnee, 4-1, in the Group 4 semifi-
nal round then lost to No. 7 ranked
West Windsor South, 5-0, for the
championship at Mercer County Park
on May 25.

Against Shawnee, Blue Devil Scott
Thompson and Adam Greene drew at
first and second singles, respectively.
Max Mancini at third singles, Jacob
Harris and Jack Rickles at first
doubles, and Justin Cafiero and Jacob
Ziff at second double all won in two
sets. Against West Windsor South,
Thompson lost in three sets, while the
rest lost in two sets.

CAMP DIRECTORS

Daryl Palmieri, Head Boys Basketball Coach

Joe Marino, Head Girls Basketball Coach

Week 1

For: Boys & Girls Entering Grades 1-5

Where: Edison Intermediate School

(Changed from Westfield High School)

When: June 25th-June 28th

Time: 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM

Cost: $160

Week 2

For: Boys & Girls Entering Grades 6-9

Where: Westfield High School

When: July 9th- July 12th

Time: 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM

Cost: $160

Make all checks payable to: Westfield Blue Devils Basketball Camps

Send to: Westfield Blue Devils Basketball Camps, 369 Union Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ 
07076

Any questions please call Joe Marino at 908-612-9515 or email 
westfieldbasketball@verizon.net


