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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Correction
A quote attributed to Mountainside

Board of Education member Dante
Gioia in last week’s BOE report
should have said Mountainside sends
$15 million to Trenton, not $50 mil-
lion as reported.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
SOLDIER SALUTE...Veterans salute the flag during the singing of “God Bless America” on Monday at the start of the
annual Westfield Memorial Day Parade.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS...Jack Panosh, Westfield Town Bell Master,
rings the bell down East Broad Street during the Memorial Day Parade held
Monday.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
MEMORIAL DAY...Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
and others gather at Constitution Plaza in Mountainside on Monday to take part
in the first annual Mountainside Memorial Day Parade sponsored by the VFW.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PARADE LINE-UP...The Westfield High School Marching Band lines up prior
to the start of the Memorial Day Parade held Monday. The parade begins
downtown and ends at Fairview Cemetery.

Westfield Memorial Day Parade
Honors Veterans Young and Old

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – For years, attend-
ees of Westfield’s Memorial Day Pa-
rade have listened to vocalist Kerry
Stubbs perform his solo a cappella
rendition of “God Bless America”
at the opening ceremonies, but Mon-
day, those present were treated to
an unexpected duet.

Midway through the song, a Cub
Scout in the crowd loudly added his
slightly rawer talents to the music
of the experienced tenor. Earnest
and whole-hearted, the duo pow-
ered through the rest of the song to
applause, the younger singer ac-

cepting handshakes and compli-
ments from surrounding spectators.

This bridge between children and
adults was echoed through the rest
of the day’s proceedings as both
young and old gathered to honor
past and present military service.

A sunny day breaching 80 de-
grees, the heat did little to deter the
turnout; legions of red, white and
blue-clad citizens were present to
cheer the parade along. Perhaps
thanks to the conditions, one youth-
ful entrepreneur along the route en-
joyed booming business at her lem-
onade stand.

Shelby Larson brought two of

her grandchildren to the procession
to watch their sister’s Girl Scout
troop march, but admitted that it
was about more than that: “Grow-
ing up, many members of my fam-
ily were very active in the military,
so knowing on a personal level the
sacrifices people make, it’s very
important to me to pass that pride
and respect down to younger gen-
erations.”

The parade boasted the usual
smattering of local organizations: a
flotilla of marching scouts, veter-
ans, miscellaneous participants such
as the Westfield High School (WHS)
Hockey Club and crew team, and
an appearance by Ms. North
America Globe and Westfield local
Sherryl Pascal.

Musical acts such as the WHS
band and representatives from the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
provided tunes along the way and
at the ceremonies which bookended
the march.

However, at the end of the day, it
all came back to remembering the
bravery of those who have fought
for America, from the Revolution-
ary War to the War on Terror.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky gave a
short speech which emphasized
once again the connection between
the past and present, citing the en-
graving on the graveyard gate at
Iwo Jima: “‘When you go home,
tell them of us and say, for your
tomorrow we gave our today’... Let
us be forever thankful to those who
gave their lives so we can wake up
surrounded by our loved ones and
secure in our freedoms. Let us thank
them for our today.”

Garwood Zoning Board Denies
Second Driveway on Center Street

Voters Head to Polls Tuesday
In State’s Primary Election

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – Several competitive
races are on tap in this Tuesday’s
Primary Election. The election lost
some of its luster when Republi-
cans Newt Gingrich and Rick
Santorum pulled out of the GOP
Presidential Primary, thus giving
the nomination to front-runner Mitt
Romney, who will face President
Barack Obama in November.

Locally, two-term Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) is facing a challenge
from businessman David Larsen in
the newly realigned Seventh Con-
gressional District. The winner will
face Democratic state Assembly-
man Upendra Chivukula in this
heavily Republican district.

There also is a four-person race
for United States Senate between
long-time state Senator Joseph
Kyrillos (R-13, Middletown), David
Douglas Brown of East Brunswick,
Bader G. Qarmout of Newton and
Joseph Rullo of Beechwood, with
the winner to take on U.S. Senator
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.)

The Seventh District includes
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside
and Westfield and about 1,000
Scotch Plains residents, mostly in
the Route 22 area. The rest of Scotch
Plains and all of Fanwood have been
moved into the 12th Congressional
District, currently represented by
Rep. Rush Holt (D) who is unop-
posed in the Primary. Republicans
are running businessman Eric Beck,
who also is unopposed in the Pri-
mary.

In the race for the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders,
Democratic incumbents Al
Mirabella of Fanwood, the current
freeholder chairman, and Mohamed
Jalloh of Roselle and their running-
mate, Bruce Bergen, former long-
time Springfield township attorney
and current resident, face no Pri-
mary opposition after three candi-
dates running under the Democrats
for Change banner were thrown off
the ballot by Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi, a decision upheld
by a Superior Court judge. Ms.
Rajoppi disallowed 72 signatures
as invalid on nominating petitions
for Elizabeth Councilman Carlos
Cedeno, Anamarie Bercik and

Darlene Frazier, thus putting them
below the minimum number of sig-
natures needed.

Mr. Mirabella, Mr. Jalloh and Mr.
Bergen will face Republicans Diane
Barabas of Westfield, Stephen
Kozlovich of Union and Krzysztof
Nowak of Cranford in November,
as the GOP slate is unopposed on
Tuesday.

At the local level, there are no
municipal elections in Westfield. In
Scotch Plains, Councilwoman Mary
DePaola is the GOP mayoral candi-
date after Mayor Nancy Malool
dropped her candidacy to accept a
job in the New Jersey Department
of Community Affairs. The mayor’s
name, however, remains on Primary
Election ballots although she left
office May 20. Councilman Kevin
Glover is the Democratic mayoral
candidate. Council candidates are
Democrat Colleen Gialanella and
Republican Edward Saridacki.

In Fanwood, the council candi-
dates are Democrats, former coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar and his run-
ning-mate, Daniel Levine, and Re-
publican incumbent Councilmen
Robert Manduca and Mike Szuch.
All are unopposed on Tuesday.

Garwood will elect two new coun-
cil members this year. The candi-
dates include Democrats Eric
Nierstedt, a planning board member,
and Michael Wilson, and Republicans

Gene Jannotti and Carol Kearney, who
ran last year for council.

In Cranford, two candidates are
seeking to replace current Mayor
David Robinson on the township
committee. They are W. Scott
Mease, a Republican, and Demo-
crat Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.

In Mountainside Republican
Councilmen William Lane and Rob-
ert Messler are unopposed in both
the Primary and General Elections.
Council candidates in Garwood,
Cranford, Fanwood and Scotch
Plains are unopposed in the Pri-
mary.

In New Jersey, most eyes will be on
the six-candidate Democratic Primary
in the 10th Congressional District to
replace the late Rep. Donald Payne.
Three of those candidates also are
running in a special election to finish
out the remaining months of his term.
In the Ninth District, Democratic
Reps. Bill Pascrell, who currently
represents the Eighth District, and
Steve Rothman, who currently repre-
sents the Ninth District, are running
against each other following redis-
tricting.

Also, there is a mayoral race in
Elizabeth between long-time in-
cumbent Chris Bollwage and Oscar
Oscasio, the Democrats for Change
candidate.

Polls will be open on Tuesday
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday unanimously
denied an application by Vincent and
Veronica Kearney of 306 Center Street
to add a second driveway on their prop-
erty and for permission not to have a
garage contrary to the requirements of
the borough’s zoning ordinance.

The properties at 306 and 304 Center
Street share a 12-foot driveway, situ-
ated on the north side of the Kearneys’
home, which widens as it approaches
the shared garage in the rear of the lots.
The Kearneys wished to add a private
driveway on the south side of their
property, and to not have a garage.

John Blake of Westfield, who is a
friend of the Kearneys, appeared as
counsel for the applicants.

There is an order by the Garwood
Building Department to demolish the
garage, Board Attorney Donald Fraser
said, due to its dilapidated condition.
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, who re-
cused herself from sitting on the board
for the application, told The Westfield
Leader there is a tree growing through

the middle of the garage.
Sandra Sep, who was the executrix

of the estate of Robert Campbell, who
owned 304 Center Street, and is now
deeded the property, was opposed to
the application, her attorney, Paul
Barger, said. Ms. Kearney had said Ms.
Sep harassed her and that Ms. Sep
refused to cooperate in the repair of
their shared driveway. Because of the
continued harassment, Ms. Kearney
said, she was seeking relief from hav-
ing to continue to deal with her neigh-
bor by adding a separate driveway.

Board member Bill Nierstedt said
during board comments, “It’s a shame
personal animosity has come to this
point. Variances shouldn’t be sought
because of personal animosity. Vari-
ances go with the land… There hasn’t
been a single land-related hardship pre-
sented by either party.”

The board discussed the excessive
amount of impervious surface pres-
ently on the Kearneys’ property, noting
that to add more with another driveway
would further the non-conformance of
a minimum of 60-percent pervious
surface. The existing driveway would

need to remain for use by the tenant of
304 Center Street. The board also agreed
that a one-car detached garage could be
erected on the property without any
issue.

The Kearneys both said a one-car
garage would not fit on the property
because pool equipment would be in
the way. Part of the issue is an existing
six-foot easement from the property
line, which prevents a one-car garage
from being built in the easement. Zon-
ing Code Official Victor Vinegra said a
three-foot easement could be allowed.

Garwood Republican council candi-
date Carol Kearney, Vincent Kearney’s
mother, commented to the board, “I
can’t visualize how, if forced to build a
garage at the rear of that property, if
they need to get their trucks in and out
of their driveway and make that turn
and into that garage – what would they
have to get, a mini Cooper?”

Mr. Nierstedt said during board com-
ments, “You could certainly install a
garage in the backyard. It would not in
any way inflict upon the location of the
pool equipment or the ability to have a
car with enough turning radius to get
into the garage. … There is no hardship
to install a new garage… It is a con-
forming lot. There is no reason why
you can’t have a conforming garage on
there.”

Mr. Nierstedt concluded his state-
ment by addressing Ms. Sep. “I find it
incongruous that the attorney for the
property next door would not put his
client up for testimony. We sit here as a
board and have watched her facial ex-
pressions and I don’t appreciate that. I
feel the board is being used.”

Mr. Barger said Ms. Sep is amenable
to paying her fair share of repairing the
driveway and reconstructing a garage.

Mr. Fraser said he offered to medi-
ate between both parties at his office
for free, and both parties accepted.

Board Chairman Steve Greet said,
“I’ve lived in Garwood now for 23
years. I have a shared driveway, and
I have had three different neighbors
along the way. Have we all gotten
along amicably? Certainly not, but
you find a way to make it work.”


