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By Former Cranford Mayor
DAN ASCHENBACH

CRANFORD - As an omen, vol-
unteers from the Cranford River
Maintenance Committee found a
marker from the Maplewood
Country Club in the river in
Cranford during the same week
the Mayors Council on Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control
met and agreed to request that
the East Branch of the Rahway
River be included in the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers study
of storage areas. The East Branch
flows through Orange, West Or-
ange, South Orange and
Maplewood before it connects
with the West Branch at Millburn,
Union and Springfield. Any re-
duction due to storage would
help downstream communities
including Cranford and Rahway.
The Maplewood Country Club is
one of the potential sites for ad-
ditional storage as the Rahway
River goes through the Club’s
golf course.

The Mayors Council Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control
met April 23 in Springfield at a
meeting hosted by Springfield
Mayor Ziad Shehady. The may-
ors agenda included the east
branch study; communications
with the Governor’s Office and
state Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) on speeding
up post Irene storm debris
cleanup and for regulatory relief
for improved river maintenance
on an ongoing basis; and devel-
opment of a legislative strategy
to request funding for flood miti-
gation projects.

Consensus was reached led by
Union Mayor Joseph Florio to
ensure that West Branch of
Rahway River flood control
projects maintained the priority
including development of stor-
age locations in the South Moun-
tain Reservation which the U.S.
Army Corps has preliminarily

cited as providing significant
benefit to the affected commu-
nities of Millburn, Springfield,
Union, Kenilworth, Cranford,
Winfield Park and Rahway. Pre-
liminary estimates from the U.S.
Army Corp’s study indicates up
to two feet of storm water can
be held back from peak river
conditions. This measurement
was estimated at locations in
Cranford. Millburn Mayor Haimoff
has begun to schedule discus-
sions with Essex County on the
storage projects. It is expected
that the U.S. Army Corps will
soon report on its findings on
additional storage potential in
Lenape Park, Nomehegan Park
and Echo Lake Park. Cranford, in
particular, is anxious for the re-
sults of this part of the evalua-
tion. The federal-state study has
been funded with support from
Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-
N.J.), Rep. Leonard Lance (D-
7th) and Senator Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.).

Cranford Mayor Dave Robinson
has sent a formal request to the
U.S. Army Corps  and the DEP to
request the East Branch study.
In the request, Mayor Robinson
stated, “The township’s engineer-
ing professionals now recom-
mend the East and West Branches
should be studied together so
that the combined effects of any
storage and attenuation of peaks
are evaluated in combination.
We request the East Branch to be
added and evaluated for poten-
tial storage in Maplewood, South
Orange and West Orange. Irene
was too big of an impact not to
consider all possibilities.”

The next Mayors Council meet-
ing will be in May and will focus
on gaining legislative support
from the region’s 12 state legis-
lators and Union and Essex

Garwood Generosity for Challenged
Citizens Acknowledged With Thanks

The Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus would like to thank everyone
who donated to our annual
fundraiser for “mentally and physi-
cally challenged citizens” the week-
end of May 5th. Your generosity
resulted in $3,710 being collected
by our members within the Bor-
ough of Garwood. Please know
that the entire amount collected is
donated to the following local or-
ganizations:  Garwood Public
School Pre-K Handicap Program,
Union County Special Olympics,
ARC of Union County, Department
of Human Services, Union campus
of Scotch Plains, New Jersey State
Special Olympics and Catholic
Charities Special Services.

Our special thanks to the fol-
lowing people for their coopera-
tion and support: Kings Store
Managers Donna Lewis and Brien
Delp, ShopRite Store Manager
Joe Barbato, PathMark Store
Manager Vincent Telesco, and
Quick Check Store Manager
Michael Montalto,

In closing, our thanks again to
all of our council members, their
families and “our friends” of the
Garwood Knights of Columbus

who volunteered the many hours
in collecting, that made this very
worthy fundraiser in helping the
less fortunate, a great success.

Keith Gallagher
Garwood

Confusion At Garwood Pointe On
Garbage Collection Is Understandable
There was an error in your re-

port about the Garwood Borough
Council meeting of May 8. The
article said that residents of the
Pointe, a condominium commu-
nity, complained of unfairly high
taxes though they had to pay
extra for snow removal and gar-
bage collection.

In fact, while our taxes are
nearly double those of the aver-
age Garwood household and we

must hire private contractors to
plow our streets, the borough
does collect our garbage twice a
week.

Your error was understandable
because some of our comments
at the council meeting were am-
biguous. But the borough should
get the credit it’s due.

William Connolly
Garwood

More Letters to the Editor

Garwood Mayor Sets
Sat. Hours on May 19
GARWOOD — Borough Mayor

Patricia Quattrocchi will be avail-
able in her office at Garwood
Borough Hall this on Saturday
morning, May 19, to meet with
residents. Any resident wishing
to speak with the mayor regard-
ing any issue is encouraged to
stop in between the hours of 10
a.m. and noon. No appointment
is necessary.

Mayor Quattrocchi has set aside
the mornings of the third Satur-
day of each month for this pur-
pose. However, she is also avail-
able to address resident issues
and concerns by appointment
during the borough’s regular
business hours, via the Internet
at pquattrocchi@garwood.org or
by phone at (908) 789-0710.

County freeholders to fund the
mitigation projects and to pro-
vide regulatory relief so the
Rahway River can be maintained
to mitigate flood events. The
damage brought by Irene ex-
ceeded $75 million. Taxpayers
are beginning to express con-
cern about impact of flooding on
property values. The urgency of
acting now is to put solutions in
place and to begin to implement
what can be implemented before
any future storms.

Probitas Verus Honos

Rahway River Flood Control Meetings Update

Holistic Moms Plan
Meeting Tuesday

GARWOOD – The Union County
chapter of Holistic Moms Net-
work will meet on Tuesday, May
22, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ, located
at 213 Center Street in Garwood.

Guest speaker Yesenia Cardona
will offer an introduction to en-
ergy healing, chakras and how to
balance them, guiding partici-
pants through a five-minute
meditation exercise. A Paramita
Path Master Practitioner, she is
committed to teaching others
how to cultivate peace and heal-
ing into their everyday lives.

Ms. Cardona will give mini heal-
ing sessions to those who attend
as well as a heart meditation for
them to practice at home. For
more information about Paramita
Path, visit paramitapath.org.

Holistic Moms Network is a non-
profit support and discussion
network for mothers with an
interest in natural/holistic and
alternative health and parenting.
The Union County chapter offers
monthly meetings every third
Tuesday on a variety of natural
health and parenting topics as
well as activities such as
playgroups and moms-night-out.
For more information, visit
holisticmoms.org.


