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THE WORLD’S LARGEST CIRCUS UNDER THE BIG TOP

S

MEET US AT THE
CIRCUS!

NORTH
BRUNSWICK
ADJ. DEVRY UNIVERSITY

Buy tickets in advance thru 5/17 at
N. Brunswick Municipal Bldg. -  M-F 8:30 am - 4 pm

N. Brunswick Fire Co. #3 - 6 pm - 9 pm
Tickets.Com & 1-888-332-5200

RT. 1 NORTH AT MILLTOWN RD.

HOSTED BY N. BRUNSWICK FIRE CO. #3

FRI.
MAY18 SAT.

MAY
SUN.
MAY 2019

4:30 PM
7:30 PM

1:30 PM
4:30 PM
7:30 PM

1:30 PM
4:30 PM

SHOWS AT
4:30 PM
7:30 PM

WED.
MAY

THUR.
MAY 24&23

NJ CONVENTION AND
EXPOSITION CENTER

EDISON

Buy advance tickets at
Tickets.Com & 1-888-332-5200

HOSTED BY KIWANIS CLUB OF DENVILLE

Buy advance tickets at

32 Broadway - Denville

at 1206 Sussex Tpk. - Randolph
at 419 Rt. 10 East - Randolph
at 530 E. Main St. - Denville

FRI.
MAY 25 SAT.

MAY 26
4:30 & 7:30

&
1:30, 4:30

& 7:30

DENVILLE
22 POCONO RD.  -  OPPOSITE ST. CLARE’S HOSPITAL

EISENHOWER CORPORATE CAMPUS

HOSTED BY

290 W. Mt. Pleasant Ave.

Buy advance tickets at
Livingston Senior & Community Ctr.

Meyer’s Dolls Toys Hobbies - 35 E. Northfield Rd. (Cash)
Tickets.com & 1-888-332-5200

SUN.
MAY 27
2:30 & 5:30

MON.
MAY 28&
1:30 & 4:30

SEE
BABY
VAL!FREETICKETS FOR KIDS AT

SAVE $5
ON ADULT

ADMISSION

PURCHASED

IN ADVANCE

COMING TO

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“The Avengers”
Just Desserts

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Joss Whedon’s “The Avengers,”
a superhero answer to Kellogg’s
Variety Pak featuring Captain
America, The Black Widow, Iron
Man, The Hulk, Hawkeye and Thor,
is like a 4th of July celebration,
except that its fireworks finale lasts
about sixty minutes. This is mostly
dessert with little main course, a
cacophonous sugar rush of special
effects.

Any more of a plot than its simple,
villain-from-outer space-come-to-
dominate-us scenario would more
than likely get crushed in the re-
lentless whirligig, if not suffocated
by the unremitting phantasmago-
ria. All of which makes it perfect
for viewers who, since toddlerhood,
have imbibed little else but total
sensory onslaught for their enter-
tainment.

Technologically speaking, we are
formidably informed that cinema
has finally caught up with, and is at
long last capable of depicting, the
full breadth and width of the genius
comic book pioneer Stan Lee first
unleashed when he penned Captain
America in 1941. The icon serves
as one of the executive producers.
The filmic realization is authentic.

Pity is, as if beset with a jugger-
naut of a demon from another world
he’d’ like to harness for the good of
mankind, director Whedon faces a
tragic dilemma. Forsake some of
the lore and legend attending The
Avengers in the cause of a more
concise film, or just let it all out for
everyone to mull? He compromises.
That’s good in politics, not so good
in art.

Thus, along the path of colorful,
sometimes even beautiful rubble he
strews across his motion picture
landscape for a full two hours and
twenty-two minutes, the more pa-
tient viewers will be able to pick
and choose among the often un-
cohesive parts. A glibness, provided
mostly by Robert Downey, Jr.’s
Tony Stark, helps to keep matters
buoyant.

 But the real challenge to this
convocation of superheroes is in
adapting the accepted style to more
than one champion. Traditional
form dictates some back story for
each hero, including origin and id-
iosyncrasies. Now you have to add
the gossip and group dynamics, the
stuff inherited from their literary
templates, the gods of Greek myth.

This all takes time. But hope-
fully not too much, because if ever
there were a moment we needed
these great forces of good to stop
quarreling and congeal, it is now.
For hark, a villain worthy of their
strengths has reared his head and
informed that he plans to conquer
the Earth. Loki, played by the clas-
sically trained Tom Hiddleston, is
one bad rat fink.

Channeling the Führer, whose
master race ranting surely inspired
Lee’s original impetus to create a
world-saving superhero, the fiend

contends humankind begs to be
subjugated. Oooh, we just hate the
vacant-eyed…oh, I don’t even want
to say what he is. Possessing not
an iota of good, he’s eviler than
even that unfair H.S. teacher you’ve
never forgiven.

This is a job for Samuel L.
Jackson’s Nick Fury. The prover-
bial brains behind the world-sav-
ing operation, S.H.I.EL.D., he’ll
have to make like the NBA coach
who must redirect his players’ ego-
istic dysfunctions if they’re to be a
winning unit. It also means staving
off the hindrances of a myopic gov-
ernment council. Yep, even world-
saving has its red tape.

Patch over one eye, holding court
at the control center in near floor-
length black leather coat, he helps
facilitate the film’s character ex-
position, apprising of his charges’
strengths and weaknesses, and in
the process weaving his own web
of power. No one is entirely ex-
empt from scrutiny, which is prob-
ably the appeal of the Marvel Com-
ics franchise.

There is always a suggested dark
side. Late at night, under our cov-
ers with flashlight, we enthralled
in these adventures of great im-
port, and yes we found saviors.
But they came with baggage,
foibles that an adolescent reader in
search of identity and meaning
could find heartening. This trans-
lates to the screen, albeit ardu-
ously and with much obfuscation.

But individual portrayals are en-
tertaining and almost save the day.
Robert Downey, Jr. is a whip as
Iron Man, a.k.a. billionaire genius-
industrialist Tony Stark; handsome
Chris Evans exudes perhaps the
movie’s only undeniable font of
virtue as Steve Rogers/Captain
America; and Mark Ruffalo as both
Bruce Banner and The Hulk is tons
of contradiction.

Providing feminine charm, mys-
tique and notorious deceptiveness
is sexy Scarlett Johansson as
Natasha Romanoff, the Russian
operative known in climes of skull-
duggery as the Black Widow.
Rounding out the crew are Jeremy
Renner as Clint Barton/Hawkeye
and muscular Chris Hemsworth as
Thor, part god, part apologist for
his half-brother Loki.

You see, each is a metaphor pos-
sessing a unique attribute, affirm-
ing that we are all special. I.e. –
Mr. Stark is a techno-wiz; Captain
America is brave beyond doubt;
Hawkeye has unrivaled vision. And
I, in my role as CriticMan, have
the super chutzpah to think I can
convince you to save money and
wait until “The Avengers” plays
Netflix.

...
“The Avengers,” rated PG-13, is

a Walt Disney Studios Motion Pic-
tures release directed by Joss
Whedon and stars Robert Downey,
Jr., Scarlett Johansson and Tom
Hiddleston. Running time: 142
minutes

Carolyn Klinger-Kueter Studio
Recognizes Eric Mikalauskas

WESTFIELD – The faculty of the
Carolyn Klinger-Kueter Music Stu-
dio congratulates Eric Mikalauskas
on the recent world pre-
miere of his symphonic
composition, “A Festive
Night on the Island of
Skye.” It was performed by
the Westfield High School
Chamber Orchestra.

Eric has been studying
piano with Carolyn and
presently with Steve
Shevlino since the age of 5.
He is a student teacher at
the studio.

As a junior at WHS, his other mu-
sical endeavors include a six-week
Interlochen Summer Program in com-
position, clarinetist with the Wind
Ensemble, trumpeter in the Concert
Band, pianist in the Jazz Ensemble as
well as performing on the sousaphone
and mellophone with the marching
band, and keyboard in the pit orches-

tra for many high school musicals.
He has been accepted to Oberlin
College’s Summer Composition

Workshop.
Eric excels in fields other

than music. He is a mem-
ber of the National Honor
Society, recipient of the
Sophomore English Award
and has twice been hon-
ored with the National
Latin Exam Gold Medal.
Being chosen for the AP
Spanish Language Pro-
gram, he has participated
in two summer immersion

programs in Barcelona, Spain and
Lima, Peru.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Eric Mikalauskas

Local Student Competes
For Excel Talent Search

Pearl Reyes

Crescent Singers to Perform
‘Unusual’ Final Concert

PLAINFIELD — An unusual pro-
gram entitled “Something Old, Some-
thing New, Something Borrowed,
Something Blue” will be presented
by the Crescent Singers on Sunday,
May 20, at 3 p.m. in the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church, located
on the corner of 7th Street and
Watchung Avenue in Plainfield. The
program concludes this year’s Cres-
cent Concerts Series.

According to F. Allen Artz, III,
director of music at the church, “The
program is an eclectic mix of sacred
and secular, serious and funny, an-
cient and current, and of course, the
unexpected.”

“Old” is best represented by “Sum-
mer Is a Cumin In” (1239 AD) the
oldest existing canon in print, and
“Ah Robyn,” written at some point
before 1523. Works that exemplify
“something new” include an old text
for Pentecost given a modern setting
by Howard Helvey in his “O Lux
Beatissima,” and the traditional
“Londonderry Air,” arranged by con-
temporary English composer Bob
Chilcott.

Victor Hammerel “borrowed” from
the SATB version of the famous

“Tollite Hostias” from the Christmas
Cantata, by Saint-Saens, and reset it
for four-part men’s chorus, while
Walter Ehret borrowed the chorus
“Sicut erat” from Bach’s Magnificat
and uses a different text in English in
place of the Latin original. Perhaps
the best example of the term “bor-
rowed,” however, is the motet “Lobe
den Herren,” by Heinrich Schutz,
which reflects the influence of the
Italian double choir style, newly made
possible by the opposing choir lofts of
the San Marco Basilica in Venice. In
many of the works of Giovanni and
Andreas Gabrielli, two choirs, sup-
ported by brass instruments, are placed
in the opposing lofts and perform
antiphonally. Schutz’s motet, written
for double choir, is designed to be
performed this way.

Music representing “blue” refers,
for the most part, to music depicting
sad states of mind. In reference to
Purcell’s “Dido’s Lament,”

Mr. Artz stated, “In addition to the
intense despair in the text, we hear the
descending, repeated bass line in the
accompaniment, which provides an
aura of sadness and the feeling of
‘being blue.’” In John Dowland’s
“Flow My Tears” the sadness of a lost
love leads to the words “Never may
my woes be relieved.” But most ex-
treme is the conclusion, which states
that those in hell are happy since they
“Feel not the world’s despite.”

Handicap access and bathrooms and
large print programs are available. For
enquiries, telephone (908) 756-2468.

Funding for this concert has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment of the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

WESTFIELD – Pearl Reyes of
Westfield was recently selected to
participate in the 2012 Excel Talent
Search Competition that will take
place on Saturday, June 30, 2012, at
the Ramada Plaza Hotel
in Newark, N.J.

The contest will unveil
males and females, chil-
dren and youth models,
actors and performers of
the future. Casting direc-
tors will be on hand,
searching for new talent.
Some of the categories are:
runway, acting, dancing,
comedy, musical talents,
singing. Ages range from
6 months old up to 65
years young. Excel Talent of
Mountainside, N.J., as well as local
businesses, will sponsor this contest
in an effort to keep youth away from
drugs. Registration is now open. No
experience is necessary.

Pearl attends 10th grade at

Westfield High School and enjoys
singing, composing songs, listening
to music, reading, ballet, piano, gui-
tar and violin.

Community businesses, organiza-
tions and private individu-
als will assist Pearl in par-
ticipating in this year’s
competition by becoming
an official sponsor to her.
Through sponsorship, each
contestant receives all the
necessary training, rehears-
als and financial support
that will allow Pearl to be-
come a very confident and
well-prepared contestant in
this year’s competition.

Any business, organiza-
tion or private individual who may be
interested in becoming a sponsor to
Pearl may contact the Excel Talent
Competition coordinator at (908)
688-4411.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

WSO Presents Season Finale
‘Simple Gifts’ On May 20

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO), under
the direction of Maestro David Wroe,
will present “Simple Gifts,” a season
finale concert of pioneering Ameri-
can themes, musical landscapes, spiri-
tual journeys and supreme orchestral
sounds on Sunday May 20, at 7 p.m.
at the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

The concert presents works by
Aaron Copland, including the emo-
tional and awe-inspiring “Appala-
chian Spring” orchestral suite. Cap-
turing the essence of an ideal America
and with the iconic melody “Simple
Gifts” at the pinnacle, “Appalachian
Spring” is one of today’s most recog-
nizable and beloved American or-
chestral works. The audience will
also enjoy the opportunity to revel in
the exuberant “Hoe-Down” from
Copland’s “Rodeo.”

Aaron Copland’s catchy, memo-
rable tunes, woven so masterfully
into his symphonic music, continue
to be synonymous with the American
heartbeat. Attendees are invited to
join musicologist Dr. Barbara
Thomson before the concert at 6.15
p.m. for a free pre-concert lecture as
she uncovers the genius behind the
Shaker melodies, Copland’s colorful
instrumental effects, and the stories
about the Pulitzer Prize-winning
American masterpiece Appalachian
Spring.

Dr. Thomson is well known to
Westfield audiences as Director of
Music at the First Congregational
Church where she has presented and
performed on the Mid-Day Musi-
cales for 25 years. A former profes-
sor at a number of colleges with a
doctorate of musical arts from
Peabody Institute conservatory, Dr.
Thomson’s pre-concert lectures are
informative, entertaining and an en-
gaging way to learn about the music
and music makers before each con-
cert.

The concert will open with another
spiritual journey as Bergen County’s
famed Pro Arte Chorale joins WSO
to present Beethoven’s “Mass in C,”

one more selfless musical gift that
contains some of this composer’s
most sublime work for voices.

The price of tickets range from $25
to $75 with a special offer of $12 for
all students.

For tickets and information go to
www.westfieldsymphony.org or call
(908) 232 9400.

Westfield Symphony Orchestra

The Town Book Store Hosts Author David Sears
WESTFIELD — The Town Book

Store will be hosting David Sears, au-
thor of “Pacific Air: How Fearless
Flyboys, Peerless Aircraft,” and “Fast
Flattops Conquered the Skies in the
War with Japan” on Saturday, May 19,
from 2 - 4 p.m.

“Pacific Air” tells the sweeping and
inspiring story of a generation of young
naval aviators who, despite disastrous
setbacks and humiliating defeats suf-
fered early in the war, would ultimately
vanquish a superior Japanese air force
and fleet in the Pacific.

From the dual perspectives of daunt-
less young combat pilots and the inven-
tive aeronautical engineers who per-
fected their aircraft, “Pacific Air” brings
an important yet underappreciated
chapter of World War II vividly to life.

David Sears is a New Jersey-based

historian and author. A former U.S.
Navy officer with extensive sea duty
aboard a destroyer, as well as a Vietnam
War veteran, he is the author of three
previous books: “Such Men as These,”
“At War with the Wind” and “The Last
Epic Naval Battle.”

Meet Mr. Sears at The Town Book
Store located at 270 East Broad Street
in Westfield (corner of East Broad and
Elmer Streets). If you are unable to
attend this event, feel free to call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy of his
book.


