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– Obituaries –

William Kessinger to Serve
As Parade Grand Marshal

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Day Parade Committee has
announced that Korean War veteran
William Albert Kessinger has been
selected as this year’s grand marshal.

Mr. Kessinger currently is com-
mander of Westfield American Le-
gion Martin Wallberg
Post No. 3. He has been
commander six times, as
well as holding the of-
fices of junior and senior
vice commander, chap-
lain and adjutant.

“Bill’s loyalty, depend-
ability and unselfish de-
votion to veteran causes,
not to mention his ingra-
tiating smile and friendly
manner, are just a few of
the many reasons for se-
lecting Mr. Kessinger as
grand marshal,” the Pa-
rade Committee stated re-
garding its choice.

Mr. Kessinger grew up in Eliza-
beth and attended Madison Monroe
School and Lafayette and George
Washington Junior High Schools. He
enlisted in the armed forces in De-
cember 1950, took basic training at
Fort Campbell, Ky. and was assigned
to The Airborne Infantry School at
Fort Benning, Ga. He served in the
18th ABN-Regimental Paratrooper
Combat Team – 674 Airborne Field
Artillery Battalion, Korea, from April
1951 to August 1953.

Mr. Kessinger belongs to the 187th
ABN-RCT Association, Korea Vet-
erans Association and Jersey Central
Railway Historical Society.

He is retired after 35 years from
Food Haulers, Inc. out of Elizabeth.

Mr. Kessinger resides in Scotch
Plains. His wife, Jean, of 40 years
passed away in 2004. His son, Will-
iam Scholz, also lives in Scotch Plains.

The parade committee would like
to remember veterans of all wars who
have passed away since last Memo-
rial Day. Individuals are asked to
contact Stan Cuba at (908) 233-2767
or srcuba@comcast.net with infor-
mation about these veterans, includ-
ing their names, branch of service

and conflict, such as World War II,
Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm or ac-
tion in the Far East.

The annual Westfield Memorial Day
Parade is scheduled for Monday, May
28. Opening ceremonies will start at 9
a.m. with services at the World War I

Veterans Memorial
Monument at the North
Avenue and East Broad
Street Plaza. Partici-
pants are requested to
be in the Lord & Taylor
West parking lot by 8
a.m.

After opening cer-
emonies, the parade
route will be north on
East Broad Street,
straight up to Fairview
Cemetery, where the
Veterans of Foreign
Wars will have closing
ceremonies. Soft drinks
will be available for all

participants at Fairview Cemetery af-
ter the conclusion of the parade.

All Westfield and Mountainside or-
ganizations are invited to march in
this year’s parade. The parade com-
mittee urges organizations or indi-
viduals to march in the parade, spon-
sor a wreath to be placed at the monu-
ment or to make a financial contribu-
tion to the parade committee to help
offset the costs of running the parade.
If there are any questions, call Mr.
Cuba at (908) 233-2767.

Bill Kessinger

Memorial Day Parade
On Tap In Cranford
CRANFORD – Cranford will hold

a Memorial Day Parade on Monday,
May 28. Individuals are invited to
participate, along with their motor
vehicles, of all years, makes and
models, in the parade.

The parade will start at 9 a.m. and
last for one hour. Participants will
meet in Cranford at 8:25 a.m. Inter-
ested persons are asked to call Bill
Mackey as soon as possible at (908)
400-7348 for the Grove Street mus-
ter point and any additional informa-
tion they require.

Memorial Day Observances
To Include Tribute Concert
FANWOOD – The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Memorial Day Parade
Committee has announced that on
Sunday, May 27, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.,
the Westfield Community Band will
perform selections of patriotic music
in a “Tribute to Fallen Heroes Con-
cert.” The concert will take place on
the north side of the Fanwood rail-
road station.

Additionally, several local veter-
ans will offer testimonials honoring
members of the United States armed
forces past and present.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
who is organizing the logistics for
this event, stated, “Fanwood is pleased
to be able to host the tribute to further
the traditions of our Memorial Day
ceremonies.”

Committee member and Scotch
Plains Councilman Kevin Glover initi-
ated the idea for the concert and he has
taken on fund-raising responsibilities.

Led by Music Director and Con-
ductor Dr. Thomas Connors, the
Westfield Community Band is now
in its 100th year. The 60-chair or-
chestra will perform selections such
as “Tribute to Armed Forces,” “On
the Mall” and various others celebrat-
ing Americana and honoring the
nation’s history.

This free event is being made pos-
sible through the generosity of local
veterans groups, civic groups, busi-
nesses and individuals who have con-
tributed to the musical tribute. Dona-
tions to support the concert are wel-
come. Those contributing $250 will
receive a special commemorative cer-
tificate of appreciation. In addition to
receiving a certificate, those making
donations of $500 or more will be
acknowledged at the “Tribute.”

Contributions may be made to the
SP-F Memorial Day Parade Com-
mittee and mailed to the committee,

in care of Toni Rollis, Town Hall, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.

Memorial Day observances on
Monday, May 28, will begin at 9
a.m. with the laying of wreaths at the
Fanwood Memorial Library at
Tillotson Road and North Avenue.
Wreaths will then be presented at
the Veterans Monument at Park Av-
enue and Front Street in Scotch
Plains at 10 a.m. The parade will
start at 10:45 a.m.

Holistic Moms Plan
Meeting Tuesday

GARWOOD – The Union County
chapter of Holistic Moms Network
will meet on Tuesday, May 22, at
7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s United Church
of Christ, located at 213 Center Street
in Garwood.

Guest speaker Yesenia Cardona will
offer an introduction to energy healing,
chakras and how to balance them, guid-
ing participants through a five-minute
meditation exercise. A Paramita Path
Master Practitioner, she is committed
to teaching others how to cultivate peace
and healing into their everyday lives.

Ms. Cardona will give mini heal-
ing sessions to those who attend as
well as a heart meditation for them to
practice at home. For more informa-
tion about Paramita Path, visit
paramitapath.org.

Holistic Moms Network is a non-
profit support and discussion network
for mothers with an interest in natural/
holistic and alternative health and
parenting. The Union County chapter
offers monthly meetings every third
Tuesday on a variety of natural health
and parenting topics as well as
activities such as playgroups and
moms-night-out. For more
information, visit holisticmoms.org.

Martin Tipton, 49, Native of Westfield;
Had Formed Construction Partnership
Martin Tipton, 49, died on Sunday,

March 11, 2012, of pancreatic cancer
at his home on Bowen Island, B.C.,
with his family at his side. He is
survived by his children,
Nolan and Arianwyn
Tipton; their mother,
Coral; his parents, Betty
and Noel Tipton of
Eastham, Mass.; two sis-
ters, Lisa Tipton of New
York City and Jennifer
Dooling of Marstons
Mills, Mass., and three
nieces.

Born in Westfield, N.J.
on April 13, 1962, he at-
tended Westfield schools
and Pre-College Juilliard,
earning a degree in French Horn from
the Curtis Institute of Music in Phila-
delphia. In Westfield, he was head
chorister of St. Paul’s Men and Boys
Choir (1975-76) and at Pre-College
Juilliard he performed with Jon
Manasses, now artistic director of the
Cape Cod Chamber Music Society.

He moved to Vancouver in 1989 with
his first wife, Nicola Everton, clari-
netist in the Vancouver Symphony,
and immediately fell in love with the

rich outdoor life of Brit-
ish Columbia.

Martin developed his
mastery of construction
in the employ of the
Calrudd Construction
Company, LTD and in
2000 formed a partner-
ship with Jason Hart to
establish Hart+Tipton
Construction Co. in
North Vancouver. He be-
came known for his in-
novative use of comput-
ers toward efficiency in

construction of high-end homes.
There will be a service in his honor

on Saturday, June 23, 2012, at 11
a.m. at the Church of the Holy Spirit
in Orleans, Mass., followed by a cel-
ebration of his life at noon in the
parish hall.
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David W. Gallagher, 50, Family Man;
Operations Manager and Outdoorsman

Martin Tipton

David W. Gallagher, 50, of Cranford,
N.J. passed away on Sunday, May 6,
2012, at Overlook Medical Center in
Summit, N.J.

Born in Plainfield,
David grew up in
Westfield and had resided
in Cranford for the past
19 years. He worked as
an Operations Manager
for DFX Ltd. Trucking
Co. of Carlstadt, N.J. for
17 years.

Mr. Gallagher was the
beloved husband of Diane
M. (née Alexo); loving
father of Christopher and
Kyle; devoted son of
Judith E. (née Hoffmann)
and the late Raymond E.
Gallagher; caring brother of
Raymond and his wife, Kathy, and
Carolyn and her husband, Michael;
dear grandson of Virginia F.
Hoffmann; brother-in-law of Nancy
Alexo and cherished uncle of many
nieces and nephews.

David was a great outdoorsman who
loved the beach, body surfing, swim-
ming, boating, biking and gardening

with his sons, and ski-
ing, especially with his
brother, uncles and
cousins.

Family and friends
gathered at the
Krowicki Gorny Me-
morial Home in Clark,
N.J. on Tuesday, May
8. A beautiful Memo-
rial Eucharist was held
at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield on
Thursday, May 10, fol-
lowed by David’s burial
in The Garth. He will
be deeply missed.

Memorial donations may be made
to The American Cancer Society, P.O.
Box 22718, Oklahoma City, OK
79123 or to St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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David W. Gallagher

Robert Dillon, 80, Corporate Executive;
Long Active In Church and Community
Robert E. Dillon, long-time resi-

dent of Westfield, N.J., passed away at
his home on Wednesday, May 9, 2012,
just shy of his 81st birthday. He is
survived by his wife of 58 years, Alice
Sullivan Dillon, and their seven chil-
dren, Marion Morris, Brooklin, Me.;
Dan Dillon, Leesburg, Va.; Robert
Dillon, III, Livingston, N.J.; Andrew
Dillon, Blue Hill, Me.; Julia Dillon,
Westfield; Joan Sloyan,
Asheboro, N.C., and
David Dillon, Brooklin,
Me., and 20 grandchil-
dren. Also surviving is his
brother, James Dillon of
Naples, Fla.

Bob graduated from
Amherst College, Class
of ’52, and received his
MBA from Harvard
Business School, Class
of ’55. After service
overseas in the U.S.
Army, Bob returned to
Buffalo, where he be-
gan his business career
at Lake Erie Engineer-
ing. Bob and Alice moved their fam-
ily from Buffalo to Westfield in 1962
and have principally resided here
since. Bob’s career in corporate fi-
nance included time with Electro
Dynamics, Mobil and ADT before
joining SONY Electronics in 1973.
His tenure as a senior executive at
SONY continued to his retirement
in 1996, retiring as executive vice-
president.

When Bob and Alice arrived in
Westfield with four young children,
they hit the ground running. Their
children attended the old Grant
School, and Bob and Alice joined in
the fun and community spirit by
becoming part of the long-running
fundraiser then called the Grant
School Show and later the Washing-
ton School Show. Bob loved to un-
wind and have fun with his neigh-
bors as a cast member of many shows.
As parents of a growing brood of
young children, Bob and Alice en-
thusiastically volunteered in support
of the Indian Guides and Princesses,
the Cub Scouts and Little League
baseball. As pack leader, Bob’s smil-
ing face was a fixture in the annual
Westfield Memorial Day Parade as
he led small bands of boys or girls
down Broad Street. Long-time resi-
dents also may recall seeing Bob as
Indian Guide Chief marching in full
Native American headdress.

Bob was a devout parishioner and
trustee of the Catholic Church of the
Holy Trinity in Westfield and volun-
teered there in numerous capacities.
Both he and Alice have long been
committed to their faith and their
church, serving first as Sunday school
teachers and over time as Eucharistic
ministers, lectors, members of count-
less committees and even Bingo vol-
unteers. Anyone who attended Mon-
day night Bingo in the 1970s and ’80s
knew Bob as the well-dressed man
calling numbers from the stage. He
would race from the train station, brief-
case in hand, to make sure that Bingo
would go on. Bob also served in sev-
eral leadership positions on the parish
counsel and championed capital cam-
paigns for improvements to the church.
In acknowledgement of his religious
and spiritual work, Bob was honored
by induction into the Knights of Malta
in 1994. In 1995 Bob and Alice made
a pilgrimage to Lourdes as caregivers,
a trip they found to be deeply reward-
ing spiritually.

Over the past 20 years Bob was a
major force for volunteerism and
charity within the extended Westfield
community, often teaming up with
Alice. Bob approached each oppor-
tunity with clarity and the commit-
ment to do whatever was required
for a project to succeed or a goal to
be reached. The primary beneficia-
ries of Bob’s limitless energy were
the Overlook Foundation, the Henry
H. Kessler Foundation, the Westfield

Foundation (past president),
Westfield Senior Citizen Housing,
the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
(chairman), United Fund of
Westfield (board member 1977-
1991) and New Jersey Connect.

Most recently, in March, New Jer-
sey Connect opened the doors to a
new apartment complex designed to
provide accessible living space for

persons with disabili-
ties in Linden. The
second project estab-
lished by the non-
profit charity, this
project took many
years to plan, coordi-
nate and execute, and
Bob was there every
step of the way. From
buying doughnuts to
overseeing the fi-
nances, he contrib-
uted selflessly to the
spirit, camaraderie
and success of the
overall effort. His
ability to network and

utilize philanthropic resources re-
sulted in the Kessler Foundation pro-
viding funds for the project and his
wife, Alice, consulting in the acquisi-
tion of artwork by disabled persons
to decorate the new building.

A full rendering of his contribu-
tions and honors would fill a book.
In recognition of their efforts, Bob
and Alice were awarded the Life-
time Achievement Award by Over-
look Hospital, the Paul Harris Fel-
low and Charles Bailey Award from
the Westfield Rotary Club, and for-
mal recognition from the Kessler
Foundation in observance and grati-
tude for his 25 years of service,
among other honors.

Bob was a loving husband, de-
voted father and enthusiastic grand-
father. He enjoyed tennis and a good
game of bridge with his friends. Pas-
sionate about music and art, he and
Alice regularly attended concerts at
the New York Philharmonic followed
by visits to the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art. A man of principle,
sterling values, humility, open-
mindedness, deep commitment, gen-
erosity and kindness, his legacy will
live on in the meaningful projects he
enabled and the many people he
inspired. A fountain of knowledge
and wisdom, as well as a model
citizen, Bob will be dearly missed
by his family and all those whom he
touched during his lifetime.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.
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Robert E. DillonCBI Sisterhood to Welcome
Image Consultant May 30

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Sister-
hood of Congregation Beth Israel
will host a reception featuring image
consultant Janet Cargill
on Wednesday, May 30,
from 7 to 9 p.m. Ms.
Cargill is the author of
the book “Look Damn
Good: At Your Age, With
Your Body and On Your
Budget.” Wine, cheese
and crackers, dessert and
coffee will be served at
the event, which will be
open to the community.

Ms. Cargill is an image
consultant, author and
motivational speaker. She
spent more than 16 years
as a wardrobe consultant,
fashion show coordinator, executive
sales trainer and award-winning sales-
person for Brooks Brothers, Ralph
Lauren and Liz Claiborne.

She will explain how a woman
can discover her own unique beauty
and how to work with it in alignment

with who she is, her lifestyle, her
body type, her age and her budget.

“We chose Janet Cargill to speak at
our spring event this
year because she’s a
dynamic presenter and
her message to feel
good about our looks
empowers all women,”
said Rita Geller, Sis-
terhood event co-chair-
woman of Congrega-
tion Beth Israel.

To register or for
more information,
contact Sisterhood
Event Co-chair-
women Rita Geller at
rmgeller@comcast.net
or (732) 381-6035 or

Rebeca Sass at rbsass@comcast.net
or (908) 612-8123, or call the syna-
gogue office at (908) 889-1830. The
cost to attend the event is $10. Con-
gregation Beth Israel is located at 18
Shalom Way, at the corner of Martine
Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Janet Cargill

Mountainside to Conduct
First Memorial Day Parade
MOUNTAINSIDE –

Mountainside’s first-ever Memo-
rial Day Parade will commence on
Monday, May 28, at noon at the
Veterans flagpole monument on
Constitution Plaza, between the
Fire House and the Mountainside
Public Library.

Upon conclusion of the opening
ceremony, veterans, Scouts, rescue
squad, fire department and police
personnel, Rotary Club members and
community groups will parade to-
ward Deerfield School. The parade
will proceed from Constitution Plaza
up to Bridle Path to Wood Valley
Road to Central Avenue, ending in
Deerfield School’s parking lot. It is
expected to end at 1 p.m.

Residents are encouraged to line
the streets of Bridle Path, Wood
Valley Road (between Bridle Path
and Central) and Central Avenue
(between Wood Valley and
Deerfield School).

Spectators are encouraged to
carpool and to park in the rear of
the Fire House, Borough Hall, pool,
Deerfield School and the Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church.
Parade watchers, marchers and resi-
dents are asked not to park on the
streets along the parade route.

Any Mountainside veterans
wishing to march or ride in the
parade (vehicles will be provided)
are asked to call Bill Tomko at
(908) 232-2941. For further infor-
mation about the parade, call Carol
Goggi at (908) 789-9420.

Antiques Appraisal Set
Sunday In Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Fanwood His-
toric Preservation Commission, in co-
operation with Winterhill Antiques, will
present a program of antique apprais-
als this Sunday, May 20, beginning at 2
p.m. at the Fanwood Museum.

The museum is located on the lower
level of the historic Fanwood train
station, near the corner of North and
Martine Avenues. The 1874 Fanwood
train station is the last remaining ex-
ample in Union County of the Victo-
rian-style stations built by the New
Jersey Central Rail Road.

Yola Chalabi, an experienced an-
tique appraiser and owner of
Winterhill Antiques, will appear again
at Fanwood’s version of an “Antiques
Road Show.” Winterhill Antiques is
located at 425 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Residents of Fanwood and neigh-
boring communities are invited to bring
with them one or two items to this
event. Ms. Chalabi and her team of
appraisers will unlock their history and
estimate their value. Last year, a
Fanwood resident brought in an item
that was purchased for $20 at a Cranford
garage sale and was appraised at $3,800.

Second Rotary Woof Walk
To Take Place This Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The second
annual Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Woof Walk will take place this
Sunday, May 20, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Beginning at the Scotch Plains
Village Green, dogs and their owners
will take a leisurely, 1.5-mile walk
through the streets and neighborhoods
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The route will start and end at Alan
M. Augustine Park, adjacent to the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building at
430 Park Avenue. Every participant
will receive a free dog bandana while
supplies last. Registration costs $10
in advance and $15 on event day.

The event will feature music, K-9
Unit demonstrations, door prizes and
contests for “Amazing Dog Trick,”
“Look-Alike,” “Face Only a Mother
Could Love” and “Best Dressed.”
Refreshments, including popcorn,
pretzels and cupcakes, will be avail-
able. Additionally, a photographer
will be on hand to take professional
photographs of attendees’ favorite
four-legged friend.

For more information and to ob-
tain an event registration form, visit
rotarywoofwalk.com/. To see an “in-
terview” with “Johnny,” the winner
of last year’s Woof Walk “Face Only

a Mother Could Love” contest, visit
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
YouTube channel: http://youtube/
9yZf4IRFtjw.

Terrill Road Baptist
Announces VBS

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Terrill
Road Baptist Church has announced
plans for this year’s Vacation Bible
School and registration is underway.
This year’s theme will be “Amazing
Wonders Aviation.” A fun and free
program, it will be open to children
from kindergarten to those who have
completed sixth grade. It will be held
from June 25 to 29 from 9 a.m. to
noon each day.

“Amazing Wonders Aviation” will
begin with a movie set at a vintage
airstrip. Each day, children will “tour”
and participate in Bible study at some
of the world’s greatest natural won-
ders. Registration is free, but space is
limited. To register, visit the church
website, trbc4him.org. For more in-
formation, call the church office at
(908) 322-7151.

Terrill Road Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 1340 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains. William C. Page is pastor.


