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Doherty Introduces Legislation to Ban
Red Light Camera Ticketing Systems

Garwood Mayor Sets
Sat. Hours on May 19
GARWOOD — Borough Mayor

Patricia Quattrocchi will be available
in her office at Garwood Borough
Hall this on Saturday morning, May
19, to meet with residents. Any resi-
dent wishing to speak with the mayor
regarding any issue is encouraged to
stop in between the hours of 10 a.m.
and noon. No appointment is neces-
sary.

Mayor Quattrocchi has set aside
the mornings of the third Saturday of
each month for this purpose. How-
ever, she is also available to address
resident issues and concerns by ap-
pointment during the borough’s regu-
lar business hours, via the Internet at
pquattrocchi@garwood.org or by
phone at (908) 789-0710.

Unsolicited Text Message Ads
Would Be Prohibited Under Bill

Munoz Legislation Would Bar Some
Public Unions From Abusing PERS

Zero Tolerance Seat Belt Ticketing
May 21 to June 3 in Westfield

TRENTON — Senator Michael
Doherty (R-23, Warren Cty.) has in-
troduced legislation that would ban
municipalities from using camera sys-
tems, which detect violations of traf-
fic control signals and automate the
process of issuing tickets to drivers.

“Although red light cameras were
sold to the public as a way to make
dangerous intersections safer, it’s
become clear that municipalities are
primarily interested in the revenues
generated by the cameras through
tickets and fines,” Mr. Doherty said.
“There is little if any evidence that
the use of red light cameras in New
Jersey has reduced the number or
severity of accidents at the intersec-
tions where they are used. When com-
bined with serious questions regard-
ing personal privacy and the process
and constitutionality of being tick-
eted by a machine, I believe it’s time
that we put this ill-conceived red light
camera experiment to rest.”

The legislation would prevent mu-
nicipalities that do not currently use
red light cameras from employing
the systems, and would prohibit mu-
nicipalities that already use the sys-
tems from renewing their contracts
with the vendors that operate and
maintain them. Additionally, the bill
removes the provision from current
law that provides law enforcement
with a 90-day time frame to issue
tickets for violations of traffic con-
trol devices, including those gener-
ated by red light camera systems.

“It’s nearly impossible to challenge
a ticket generated by a red light cam-
era when it arrives in the mail weeks
or even months after an alleged vio-
lation,” Sen. Doherty said. “When a
police officer pulls you over, you
have the opportunity to talk to the

officer to explain why a ticket should
not be issued or to make notes to
challenge a ticket while the situation
is still fresh in your mind. You don’t
have those options with a camera.
Who really remembers the exact de-
tails of one specific instance of pass-
ing through an intersection when an
automatically generated ticket arrives
in the mail 90 days later?”

Sen. Doherty noted that at least
nine states have banned the use of
automated red light camera ticketing
systems due to privacy and constitu-
tional concerns. Additionally, a num-
ber of local governments across the
county that have employed cameras
and automated ticketing systems have
scrapped the cameras due to their
ineffectiveness.

“People question the propriety of
having governments and unaccount-
able vendors taking photos and vid-
eos of them and recording their loca-
tion as they go about their lives,”
Sen. Doherty said. “People should be
free to travel without worrying that
their every move is being tracked in a
database somewhere. These systems
represent a further encroachment of
our civil liberties, all to help local
politicians keep spending. It’s time to
say enough’s enough and pull the
plug on red light cameras.”

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Po-
lice Department will be cracking
down on unbuckled motorists and
their passengers beginning May 21
and running through June 3. The an-
nual initiative includes seat belt
checkpoints and saturation patrols,
as well as local and national publicity
designed to ensure that drivers and
passengers recognize the life-saving

value of seat belts.
This campaign incorporates a zero-

tolerance enforcement of safety belt
laws.

In New Jersey, 493 police agencies
participated in the May 2011 Click It
or Ticket Enforcement Mobilization.
New Jersey’s seat belt usage rate has
risen to an all-time high of 94.51
percent.

TRENTON — Bipartisan legisla-
tion that is co-sponsored by Assem-
bly Republican Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) and Assemblyman
Paul Moriarty (D-4, Gloucester), that
would prohibit sending unsolicited
advertising by text messaging and
charging a fee unless expressly per-
mitted by the consumer, has been
approved by the Assembly Consumer
Affairs Committee.

The bill, A-1218, would also re-
quire any telecommunications com-
pany that sells text messaging ser-
vices to offer an option allowing cus-
tomers to block all incoming and
outgoing text messages. If enacted,
the bill would be enforced by the
Division of Consumer Affairs in the
Department of Law and Public Safety.

“This pro-consumer legislation will
reduce the unwanted solicitations that
cell phone owners receive,” Assem-
blyman Bramnick said. “Oftentimes,
people have no idea how their phone
number was obtained because they
never granted permission. Consum-
ers need to be safeguarded from un-
solicited marketing that can be costly
and done without their knowledge.”

The bill would allow telecommu-
nications companies to continue to
correspond by text message with ex-
isting customers that have requested
to have all incoming and outgoing
text messages blocked, so long as the
communication pertains to the
customer’s existing account and no
telecommunications charge or usage
allocation deduction results.

TRENTON — Last week’s State
Commission of Investigation report
indicating the substantial expense
incurred by taxpayers by providing
government-paid leave for public
union employees is another reminder
of the need to reform a costly ex-
pense that should not be borne by
taxpayers, said Republican Assem-
blywomen Nancy Muñoz (R-21,
Summit).

The assemblywoman said while
the report estimated the cost to tax-
payers at $30 million in salaries and
medical benefits from 2006 through
2011, the issue of these employees’
participation in the state pension plans
is another aspect of this practice that
needs fixing.

Asw. Muñoz is one of the sponsors
of A-2438, legislation that would bar
certain employees of specified pub-

lic agencies from participating in the
Public Employee Retirement System
(PERS). It would repeal the law per-
mitting PERS and Teachers’ Pension
and Annuity Fund (TPAF) members
on leave who work for labor organi-
zation to purchase pension credits.

“Historic pension reform was en-
acted last year, but we can still make
progress in the effort to correct an-
other aspect regarding public em-
ployees on paid leave which also
costs taxpayers,” Asw. Muñoz said.
“The SCI report was an eye-opener.
The bottom line is that comprehen-
sive reform is needed on the incon-
sistent practice of granting paid
leaves, which also includes whether
these employees should still be par-
ticipating in a state pension plan.
This aspect can be addressed imme-
diately by A-2438.”

$200,000 of Taxpayer Money Paid
Union Pres.’s Salary in Last 5 Years

TRENTON – Senator Dawn Marie
Addiego , Assemblyman Scott Rud-
der , and Assemblyman Chris Brown
(all R-8, Burlington) have called on
the Pemberton Township Education
Association to return almost $200,000
to the school district after the State
Commission of Investigation (SCI)
reported the money paid half the sal-
ary for the full-time employment of
the local union president.

“Pemberton is one of the high-
needs districts receiving enormous
levels of state aid, mandated by the
State Supreme Court to provide for
the ‘thorough and efficient’ educa-
tion of the township’s children. This
year alone, $80 million is being
poured into the Pemberton schools,
and to learn that some of that tax-
payer money is being used to pay for
a union administrator is intolerable,”
Asm. Brown said. “Not a single dime
of this money helps foster better edu-
cation or assists our teachers.”

The SCI found that taxpayers are
funding 50 percent of the local
president’s salary of almost $60,000
per year plus benefits, for a total of
$192,000 in the five-year period from
2006 to 2011.

“That is precious taxpayer money
that should be benefiting the children
in the classroom, but it is being re-
routed to the union,” Sen.  Addiego
said. “This practice may not be ille-
gal, but it certainly violates the spirit
and the intent of educational fund-
ing. We have called on the local to
make the children the no. 1 priority,
and to reimburse the school district
and the taxpayers for this money.”

The PTEA president is paid the
salary of a full-time teacher, but she
does not contribute any time in the
classroom. SCI reported that when
the school district attempted to as-
sign the individual as a classroom
substitute one day per week, the union
filed a grievance to prevent it.

“We have met with PTEA officials,
including the president, at our offices
when they were advocating for more
money for the classroom while fight-
ing against education reforms that
will save property taxpayer money,”
Asm. Rudder said. “This arrange-
ment is neither transparent nor ap-
propriate, and in the best interest of
the children and the taxpayers, it needs
to end immediately.”

Courtesy of Amanda Woloshen
DESERVED...Kilkenny House Restaurant owner Barry O'Donovan, left, and his
wife, Peggy Murray, receive a flag flown over the Capitol from Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) on Monday in recognition of Mr. O'Donovan's selection as the
Small Business Administration 2012 Phoenix Award winner.  Kilkenny House
suffered major flood losses in the aftermath of Hurricane Irene last fall.  He is
being honored for his efforts to rebuild his business while helping Cranford
recover from the storm.

Head Lice Outbreaks
In Local Towns

CLARK — There is a sharp rise in
the number of reported head lice out-
breaks this spring throughout New
Jersey, according to Lisa Rafal, owner
of Lice Lifters in Clark, and Fairfield,
a head lice removal company.

“Head lice is always a problem in
our area, but we are currently see-
ing several towns on the cusp of
what seems like another widespread
outbreak. We have seen some ma-
jor outbreaks this school year in
Ramsey, Kenilworth, Clark,
Westfield, Saddle River and oth-
ers,” she said. “This is the time that
our kids are having slumber par-
ties, getting together for picnics,
sporting events — some that in-
volve sharing helmets, and head-
to-head contact is in abundance.”

For long hair, she suggests tying
the hair back in a braid. She says this
makes it harder for hair-to-hair con-
tact to happen.

 “The best way to prevent the spread
of lice is to detect it early and inform
others that might have come in con-
tact with the lice to also check their
children. Communication can be your
best defense against re-infestation,”
Ms. Rafal said.

STOPPIN’ THINGS
IS HARD WORK


