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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Confusion At Garwood Pointe On
Garbage Collection Is Understandable

Garwood Generosity for Challenged
Citizens Acknowledged With Thanks

There was an error in your report
about the Garwood Borough Council
meeting of May 8. The article said
that residents of the Pointe, a condo-
minium community, complained of
unfairly high taxes though they had
to pay extra for snow removal and
garbage collection.

In fact, while our taxes are nearly
double those of the average Garwood
household and we must hire private

contractors to plow our streets, the
borough does collect our garbage
twice a week.

Your error was understandable be-
cause some of our comments at the
council meeting were ambiguous. But
the borough should get the credit it’s
due.

William Connolly
Garwood

The Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus would like to thank everyone
who donated to our annual fundraiser
for “mentally and physically chal-
lenged citizens” the weekend of May
5th. Your generosity resulted in
$3,710 being collected by our mem-
bers within the Borough of Garwood.
Please know that the entire amount
collected is donated to the following
local organizations:  Garwood Public
School Pre-K Handicap Program,
Union County Special Olympics,
ARC of Union County, Department
of Human Services, Union campus

of Scotch Plains, New Jersey State
Special Olympics and Catholic Chari-
ties Special Services.

Our special thanks to the following
people for their cooperation and sup-
port: Kings Store Managers Donna
Lewis and Brien Delp, ShopRite Store
Manager Joe Barbato, PathMark
Store Manager Vincent Telesco, and
Quick Check Store Manager Michael
Montalto,

In closing, our thanks again to all
of our council members, their fami-
lies and “our friends” of the Garwood
Knights of Columbus who volun-
teered the many hours in collecting,
that made this very worthy fundraiser
in helping the less fortunate, a great
success.

Keith Gallagher
Garwood

Fanwood Mayor: Change The Gun
Laws to Reduce Gun-Related Crimes

Lighted Turf Field Is Ill Advised,
Downright Foolish for Westfield

I have been a resident of Westfield
for 22 years. During this time my
wife and I and have put two children
through the Westfield public schools
with two children presently in high
school. I typically find the schools to
be very well run with a solid balance
between academics and extracurricu-
lar activities. Over the years, I have
not always agreed with the board’s
decisions, but on balance and taken
as a whole, the board tends to get
things right.

Having said that, I find the Facili-
ties Committee recommendation for
a lighted turf field to be a completely
ill advised and downright foolish. At
a time when the state budget and the
county budget are both out of bal-
ance and at a time when our own
municipal government is struggling
to make ends meet year in and year
out, we need not saddle the town with
burdensome and non-essential long-
term debt. I would advise the board to

take a friendly look at the problems
currently being experienced in
Montclair where years of fiscal irre-
sponsibility are presently tearing
at the town’s core.

The Westfield school system does
not “need” a lighted turf field. Frankly,
one could question whether or not
the town needs to repair the roofs in
all of the schools at this point in time.
I suspect putting such expenditures
into a bond is simply the board’s way
of circumventing state mandated
spending caps. One could perhaps
look the other way and agree that a
capital repair for the school roofs is
ultimately a necessity. Such a per-
spective on spending for the luxury
of a lighted turf field, however, is
fraught with danger and can lead to
long-term disaster. The board must
act responsibly and say No to the
lighted turf field.

Robert C. Smith
Westfield

I am proud to join with more than
650 mayors from around the country,
including 70 right here in New Jer-
sey, who are working hard to reduce
the gun-related murders that claim
34 American lives every day. Nearly
80 percent of guns recovered in New
Jersey crimes were originally pur-
chased in other states. These states
include Virginia and Georgia, where
you can avoid a background check
by purchasing at a gun show or over
the Internet.

We must do everything we can to
close deadly loopholes and strengthen
enforcement of the laws already on
the books.

Rep. Lance and his colleagues sided
with the gun lobby, plain and simple.
We need to protect – not undermine –
the state’s authority to determine who
can carry hidden and loaded guns
into New Jersey. I do realize that
congressional district lines are chang-
ing, but our municipal priorities will
not. In the next term, the members of
Congress elected to represent
Fanwood and other towns must do a

better job listening to mayors, police
officers and community leaders. We
will take them to task for gun votes
that undermine public safety.

Colleen Mahr
Mayor of Fanwood

Epilog: Mayors Against Illegal
Guns (MAIG) is a bipartisan coali-
tion that advocates for common-sense
policies to keep guns out of danger-
ous hands. Under current federal law,
most states only require that licensed
gun dealers conduct background
checks – a loophole that convicted
criminals are free to exploit at gun
shows and online. The MAIG coali-
tion is pushing for legislation that
would require fast and easy back-
ground checks for all gun sales.

MAIG opposes federal proposals
that would force New Jersey police to
recognize concealed carry gun per-
mits that have been issued anywhere
in the country. The National Right-
to-Carry Reciprocity Act (H.R. 822),
passed the U.S. House in November
2011.

Westfield Board of Health Reports on
Dog Bites, Monthly Activities

Seven dog bites occurred recently.
One resident was bruised in one inci-
dent and two dogs were euthanized
as a result of the incidents, with one
of them tested for rabies. Residents
must license all cats and dogs through
the town clerk and get them vacci-
nated against rabies, due to the pres-
ence of rabies in the county. An ani-
mal that is not properly licensed and
vaccinated against rabies and that is
involved in a biting incident is sub-
ject to a quarantine of at least 10 days,
and the owner is issued a summons.

A Board of Health hearing was
convened concerning a local restau-
rant that had a recent history of sani-
tary code violations. The restaurant
corrected all past violations and its
most recent inspection was satisfac-
tory. After review, the board unani-
mously voted to place the restaurant
on a 12-month probation with condi-
tions. Details will be posted in the
board’s minutes when approved.

Twenty-three retail food establish-
ments were inspected last month, of
which 22 were satisfactory and one
conditionally satisfactory. The board
is planning to post more detailed in-
formation about inspection results
for restaurants and other retail food
establishments in town within the
requirements of the state’s sanitary
code. Until then, all residents are
encouraged to be aware of the man-

datory inspection certificate that must
be clearly visible in a conspicuous
place near the public entrance. Any
resident who has questions or con-
cerns regarding these or other envi-
ronmental health issues can call the
Principal Registered Environmental
Health Specialist, Ken Pincus, MS,
directly at (908)789-4070, extension
4072.

In addition, the Westfield Regional
Health Department is sponsoring free
health screenings with Overlook
Medical Center in the municipal
building. Diabetes Screening will be
on Thursday, May 17, from 10 a.m.
to noon and stroke risk assessment
will be on Tuesday, June 19, from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. The stroke screening
includes tests for blood pressure and
blood lipids (fats) and sugar and indi-
vidualized counseling. For more in-
formation about these programs and
to register, please call the Overlook
Community Health Department at 1-
800-247-9580.

Information about all of the Health
Department’s activities is available
on its website, www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
May 7 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our June 4
meeting, which starts at 5:30 p.m. in
the municipal building.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Bd. of Health

The Money Is Gone And The Only
Thing Left Is to Pay The Bill

Reprint from March 15, 2012 - For a large part —
that Westfield residents now face a sewer tax is the
result of bungling by the Rahway Valley Sewer
Authority (RVSA) over the past decade. At the start
of 2000, RVSA debt was essentially zero. Then, the
courts ordered the Authority to make improvements
to deal with stormwater flow when it rains and
overloads the plant. In essence, this became an
excuse to open the floodgates of spending for every
sycophant tapping into the public coffers.

Rather than making essential, levelheaded im-
provements, the situation spiraled out of control.
Every widget and gadget was thrown into the
mix. Law firms and bonding companies had a
field day.

Now the public is saddled with the RSVA white
elephant (portions dysfunctional), and over $200
million of debt from the feeding frenzy. It isn’t over
yet. Forty million dollars is in litigation and the end

to legal fees and forensic accountants is anyone’s
guess.

The debt financing was arranged in a ballooned
fashion to mask the payments near-term from the
public’s eye. The tsunami of the true bill is just
beginning.

Westfield held on as long as it could without
imposing a charge. Other towns previously imple-
mented a sewer tax (Scotch Plains, Cranford and
Clark for example).

There are many other things that could be said and
surely mitigating circumstances may exist. Were we
just unlucky? The money is gone and the only thing
left is to pay the bill.

Authorities and public utilities in New Jersey have
been labeled the hidden component of government.
We have difficulty just trying to list them. The
Governor is trying, but even he has trouble keeping
tabs on them.

Westfielders Receive Their Sewer Bill This Week

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Invisible Property
Taxes for Tenants
The homestead rebate application

that recently arrived in the mail
spawned an idea that would make
tenants understand that local prop-
erty taxes do indeed affect them. Ten-
ants think they have no stake in prop-
erty taxes because property taxes, to
them, are invisible. These taxes are
paid by the landlord. When local gov-
ernment raises property taxes, and
tenants feel the effect through higher
rent, they misdirect their wrath at the
landlord. Such wrath instead should
be visited upon local government,
who then might be more conscien-
tious at controlling taxes.

The simple fix is:
1. Landlords must notify munici-

pal clerks of all leaseholds. For those
landlords who do not, property tax
on the subject property will become a
lien on all the landlord’s real, per-
sonal, mixed, tangible and intangible
property, whether sued upon or not.
Currently, the property tax is a lien
only on the subject real property.

2. The municipal tax collector will
direct-bill the tenant for the tenant’s
portion of the property tax. The land-
lord will receive a duplicate of the
property tax bill.

3. In the first year of the legislation,
the landlord will be required to give
the tenant credit on the current lease
for the property tax that is now being
direct-billed to the tenant.

4. If the tenant fails to pay property
tax, the tax will be a lien on all the
tenant’s real, personal, mixed, tan-
gible and intangible property, whether
sued upon or not.

5. The landlord, in a lease, may
require the tenant to pay a property
tax escrow of up to a full quarter’s
property taxes in addition to the prop-
erty taxes due for the current quarter.
This escrow shall be in addition to the
security deposit.

6. If the landlord shall establish a
property tax escrow, the property tax
escrow shall be held by the landlord
in a segregated interest-bearing ac-
count under the same provisions as a
security deposit under the Security
Deposit Law.

7. If the landlord should fail to
apply the property tax escrow to the
timely payment of property taxes,
the tenant may notify the landlord in
writing to apply the property tax es-
crow to rent. Afterwards, the land-
lord shall forfeit the right to a prop-
erty tax escrow.

8. Tenants will have standing to
prosecute real estate assessments to
the extent that assessments affect their
leasehold interests.

This legislative proposal would let
tenants understand that they have a
stake in real property taxes, and it
would also add collection sources for
counties, school districts and mu-
nicipalities and make those govern-
ments more responsible.

Giving tenants directly responsi-
bility for property taxes is an idea
whose time has come.

Jim Bennett
Summit

Political Releases Should Focus
On Substance; Stop The Attacks

Every day we receive countless political press releases.
Some are good and useful. They range from U.S. Senator
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) to Governor Chris Christie’s
office on down to the Democratic and Republican press
offices in the State Legislature. Too many though have
themes that the other side “does not know what they are
doing,” that their opponents’ comments are “outrageous,”
and that the other side wants to hurt you, animals, babies
and others.

Who writes this dribble? Sadly, it’s getting worse and
they say it works.

In today’s instant gratification world, both political
parties send out constant e-mail blasts ripping the other
party. We receive regular RSS Feeds from New Jersey
State Democratic Chairman John Wisniewski ripping
Governor Christie, a Republican, and the Republican
minority in the Legislature, such as one under the heading
“(Port Authority of New York and New Jersey Deputy
Executive Director Bill) Baroni and Christie: Childish
and Embarrassing” over questioning from Senator
Lautenberg during a Congressional panel hearing on
increased Port Authority tolls.

Recently, state Senator Barbara Buono (D-18, Edison)
took a shot at Governor Christie for attending a fundraiser
for Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker, who is facing a
recall election later this year. And last year, New Jersey
Republicans criticized Democrats as leaving, “a trail of
broken promises and inaction” regarding GOP initiatives
the administration wanted advanced.

State Democrats recently criticized Republican likely
Presidential nominee Mitt Romney, saying he “believes

the wealthy are entitled to special privileges not afforded
the rest of us.” This would indicate that only Republicans
are going after “wealthy donors.” Yet, in another release
from the State Democratic Committee, in advance of the
recent Jefferson Jackson fundraiser, donations were re-
quested ranging from $125 to attend the dinner to $10,000
for a Jeffersonian Patron.

New Jersey Senate Republicans also send out daily
“news” feeds. Recently, the GOP took shots at Democrats
for their “obsession with the ARC (Access to the Region’s
Core) tunnel project” and the tragedy of not approving
Governor Christie’s Supreme Court nomination of Phillip
Kwon.

Governor Christie often sends out releases promoting
initiatives, such as when he announced 2012 school-aid
numbers, saying it was the “largest appropriation in New
Jersey history.” There was no mention that aid numbers for
suburban districts, like Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, are still below what they were getting prior to the
Christie Administration coming to office in January 2009.

Mostly, political press releases only tell half the story,
misdirect the reader and bash opponents. Are you tired of
this?

We think the public dislikes the speechifying and
would prefer to see all sides working together. The con-
stant bickering going on in Washington and Trenton is
dreadful.

We hope that our leaders will focus on finding solutions
to the nation and state’s problems instead of being preoc-
cupied with fundraising, their reelection and their egos.
Your destiny and our destiny are in their hands.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Laager – To arrange or form in a

defensive enclosure
2. Pratti – Cymbals
3. Uletic –  Pertaining to the gums
4. Tussah – An undomesticated Asi-

atic silkworm

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

EUSTOMATOUS
1. Artistically suited for show or dis-

play
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Having a well-developed mouth
4. Resounding; very loud

SMARAGDINE
1. Pertaining to the emerald
2. Resembling a pea in shape and size
3. Producing smoke or soot
4. Withered or emaciated

FLUCTISONOUS
1. Trembling; shaking
2. To be or become dim
3. Resembling the sound of waves
4. Putrid; foul-smelling

PETARD
1. A pustule or pimple
2. A kind of firecracker
3. A shoemaker
4. A scallop or large mollusk

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm


