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Christie Appoints Bagger
To Port Authority Board

WESTFIELD — Governor Chris
Christie has nominated his former
chief of staff, Richard Bagger of
Westfield, to the Board of Commis-
sioners of the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey. Mr. Bagger is
a former Republican state senator
and assemblyman and ex-Westfield

mayor and councilman.
According to Gannett News, he

replaces Virginia Bauer, a Democrat
appointed by former Governor Jon
Corzine in June 2007. Ms. Bauer
served as commerce secretary in the
Corzine Administration. The PA has
been under criticism lately from
Democratic legislators in Trenton and
Washington, D.C. over toll hikes ap-
proved last year by the authority.

Mr. Bagger joins fellow Republi-
cans David Samson, former attorney
general in the McGreevey Adminis-
tration who also headed Governor
Christie’s transition team; Anthony
Sartor of Scotch Plains, a PA commis-
sioner; and former New Jersey Re-
publican state Senator Bill Baroni who
serves as deputy executive director.

The authority is governed by a 12-
member board of commissioners ap-
pointed by the governors of New
York and New Jersey and confirmed
by the state senates of their respective
states.

Christie Health Exchange Veto
Ripped by Dem Leader

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie last week vetoed legislation
that would have begun to establish a
health care exchange in New Jersey
in line with the federal Affordable
Care Act.

“I am concerned that a hastily cre-
ated exchange in New Jersey will
impose unnecessary obligations upon
the state’s taxpayers,” Governor
Christie said. “The very constitution-
ality of the Affordable Care Act is
cloaked in uncertainty, as both the
individual mandate to procure health
insurance as well as the jurisdictional
mandate to establish an exchange
may not survive scrutiny by the Su-
preme Court.”

Assembly Bill 2171 bill commits

New Jersey to establishing and oper-
ating a new Medicaid-like program
for individuals between 133 percent
and 200 percent of the federal pov-
erty level, “without any assurance of
the level of federal funding that will
be available to support such a plan,”
according to a press release from the
Governor’s office.

In response, Assembly Majority
Leader Lou Greenwald (D-6,
Voorhees), said it was “disappoint-
ing to see the Governor side with Tea
Party Republicans instead of the 1.3
million uninsured New Jerseyans.”

“It’s clear from his actions that he
is more focused on winning praise
from national Republican pundits
than protecting New Jersey families’
access to health care,” Assemblyman
Greenwald said. “This legislation was
a needed component of reforms to
bring affordable, quality health care
to all New Jersey families - -helping
the middle-class and working fami-
lies who need it most. The Governor’s
veto shows a callous disregard for
New Jerseyans who are struggling to
afford the health care they and their
families need.”

Richard Bagger

HELPING OTHERS…The Union County Human Relations Commission re-
cently presented 13 recipients with annual Unity Achievement Awards. The
award honors individuals and organizations that have contributed to promote
respect for human rights, human dignity, and cultural diversity throughout
Union County. Pictured, front row, from left to right, are: Jen Quaranta, Clyne
& Murphy; Katrino Monta,The Relief Bus/Juan Galloway; Ester Paden, Linden
High School teacher; Pat Bennett, St. Teresa of Avila Citizenship Program;
Melissa Heron, Kean University student; middle row, Steve Quaranta, Clyne &
Murphy; David Klurman, Hillside Recreation Department director; Dennis
Vodarsik, special recognition; Edith Coogan, Rafael’s Life House; Karen Malnati,
St. Teresa of Avila ESL Program; Hernan Agudelo; and Richard A. Davis; back
row, UCHRC Co-Chair and Commissioner Peter McTiernan, and Rev. Manuel
Donelson, Linden’s Masterpiece Program.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Menendez Donor Pleads Guilty
To Making Illegal Donations
A New Jersey donor to U.S. Sen.

Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) has pled
guilty to using straw donors to make
almost $100,000 in illegal contribu-
tions to a federal campaign commit-
tee, The Star-Ledger has reported.

Joseph Bigica, 46, a Franklin Lakes
insurance broker, also admitted to
failing to pay more than $2 million in
personal income taxes. The paper
reported that the dates of the contri-
butions were identical to those made
to the Menendez campaign.

The Menendez campaign has ac-
knowledged the donations, but said they
were a “victim” of Bigica and would
give the contributions to Alzheimer’s
Association and Autism Speaks.

The Star-Ledger reported that U.S.
Attorney Paul Fishman said Bigica “il-
legally funneled nearly $100,000 to a
federal campaign while claiming he
didn’t have the money to pay his taxes.”

If convicted, Bigica faces a maxi-
mum of eight years in jail and would
have to make restitution of $2 million
to the IRS. According to newsbeat.com,
Bigica also gave to Democratic Na-
tional Committee and to the campaigns
of New Jersey Reps. Steve Rothman
and William Pascrell as well as the late
Sen. Ted Kennedy of Massachusetts
and his son, former Rhode Island Rep.
Patrick Kennedy, all Democrats. He
also gave money to former Essex
County Executive James Treffinger, a
former Republican candidate for U.S.
Senate who pled guilty to obstruction
of justice and to mail fraud.

Kyrillos Says Tenure Shouldn’t
Protect Dismissal Process

State Senator Joseph Kyrillos (R-
13, Middletown), a candidate for
United States Senate, said last week
that tenure protections should not
result in a four-year dismissal pro-
cess for a teacher caught on video
whipping a disabled student with an
electric cable, leading to his indict-
ment on criminal charges.

Sen. Kyrillos is the sponsor of leg-
islation to overhaul New Jersey’s ten-
ure laws. He said the current system
takes too long to terminate teachers
even in cases in which the evidence
of misconduct is overwhelming.

His comments come in response to
Acting Education Commissioner
Christopher Cerf’s dismissal of a
Camden public school teacher after a
four-year process of tenure charges

and court proceedings. Sen. Kyrillos
said state law requires teachers to be
paid during tenure proceedings last-
ing longer than 120 days, which pro-
vides no incentives for teachers fac-
ing dismissal to seek a speedy resolu-
tion of their cases.

Dem Budget Chairman Calls
Christie ‘N.J. Comeback’ a Myth

Assemblyman Vincent Prieto (D-
32, Secaucus), chairman of the
Assembly’s Budget Committee, said
last week’s report that revenues failed
to meet expectations in April shows
that Governor Chris Christie’s “New
Jersey Comeback is a myth rather
than a reality,” according to a
northjersey.com report.

“With unemployment at 9 percent
and property taxes higher than ever,
Gov. Christie needs to put this ‘come-
back’ silliness aside and confront the
harsh reality of his fiscal policies and
the burden they’ve placed on New
Jersey’s middle-class and seniors,”
Asm. Prieto said.

The nonpartisan Office of Legisla-
tive Services Preliminary reported that
New Jersey’s business and income tax
collections fell short of expectations,
northjersey.com reported.

Report Finds Union Leave
Cost Taxpayers $30 Mil.

The New Jersey State Commission
of Investigation has released a report
calling for the elimination or sub-
stantially curtailing of paid union
leave for government workers.

The SCI says some union officials
in New Jersey have been on paid
leave for decades without perform-
ing any government work.

“The Commission found that gov-
ernment-paid union leave for public
employees within the scope of this
investigation cost taxpayers more than
$30 million in salaries and medical
benefits,” according to the report.

The report found that the Elizabeth
Board of Education “covers all sal-
ary and medical benefit costs for an
officer of the Elizabeth Education
Association (EEA) who, for more
than 10 years, has been on full-time
release to conduct EEA business.”

“Records examined by the Com-
mission show that the taxpayer bill for
this purpose came to more than
$540,000 during the five-year period
ending in June 2011,” according to the
SCI report.The SCI examined 120
school districts, 17 towns, all 21 coun-
ties and 12 government departments.
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State PBA 105 Ratifies Pact;
Pay Frozen Until July ’13

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie announced last week that the
membership of the Police Benevolent
Association Local 105 has ratified a
four-year contract that appropriately
holds salary increases to a level that
recognizes and is consistent with cur-
rent economic realities. According to
the PBA 105 website, the contract was
ratified by a tally of 1,767-1,023.

Three contract agreements have been
reached between the Christie Adminis-
tration and labor unions to date, includ-
ing a tentative agreement with the Com-
munications Workers of America
(CWA), the state’s largest public em-
ployee union. The PBA is the second
contract ratification to be approved this
year. PBA 105 announced the ratifica-
tion results on Monday and the con-
tract is retroactive to July 1, 2011. PBA
105 is the state’s largest law enforce-
ment unit, representing over 6,000
employees, primarily corrections and
parole officers.

“I appreciate the union
membership’s ratification of an agree-
ment that respects both the interests
of the represented workers and our
state’s taxpayers who also have had
to adapt to difficult economic cir-
cumstances over the past years,”
Governor Christie said.

The across-the-board salary in-
creases in the ratified agreement are
as follows: For Employees on Steps 1
through 9: July 1, 2011 – 0 percent;
July 1, 2012 – 0 percent; July 1, 2013
– 0 percent, and July 1, 2014 – 1
percent.

For Employees on Step 10 (top
step), the across-the-board salary in-
creases are as follows: July 1, 2011 –

0 percent; July 1, 2012 – 0 percent;
July 1, 2013 – 1.75 percent, and July
1, 2014 – 1.5 percent.

The Governor’s office noted that
over $2 million in savings over the
life of the contract will be generated
as a result of the removal of clothing
allowances for parole officers who
are not required to purchase or wear
uniforms or specialized clothing at
work; from reducing paid union leave
by over 500 days, a 28 percent reduc-
tion from the previous contract; from
no longer issuing supplemental over-
time checks as a separate payroll
item, but including them in regular,
biweekly employee payroll sched-
ule; and by reducing paid holidays to
12 for each calendar year.

PBA 105 represents rank-and-file
law enforcement officers in the De-
partment of Corrections, Juvenile Jus-
tice Commission, and the State Parole
Board. The majority of the unit con-
sists of corrections officers as well as
a small number of parole officers.

Judge Halts TRU-ID
Implementation In N.J

TRENTON — A state Superior
Court judge has upheld a temporary
restraining order obtained by the
ACLU-NJ to suspend TRU-ID, New
Jersey’s implementation of the federal
Real ID Act. The decision means that
New Jersey citizens who do not wish to
comply with TRU-ID may opt to ob-
tain their licenses using the existing 6-
point ID system instead until a more
complete hearing for a preliminary in-
junction scheduled for August 3.

The ACLU-NJ said they expect the
state to appeal the ruling. The ACLU-

NJ filed its lawsuit against the New
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission
on May 4 saying the MVC failed to
issue accompanying regulations as
required by law.

ACLU-NJ Executive Director
Deborah Jacobs said the ruling “re-
affirms the fact that New Jersey can’t
impose a unilateral decision that af-
fects the lives of all residents with-
out first hearing citizens’ concerns.”

Christie Nominates
CF Attorney for Judge
CRANFORD — Governor Chris

Christie has nominated Marie Ann
Carey, an attorney from Cranford,
for a Superior Court judgeship on the
Union County bench. She is an attor-
ney with the law offices of David
Springer in Florham Park.

West Jersey Tea Party
Picks Larsen, Qarrmont

REGION — The West Jersey Tea
Party has endorsed David Larsen of
Oldwick, a candidate for Congress in
District 7,and U.S. Senate candidate
Bader Qarmout of Newton. Mr. Larsen
is challenging two-term Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) of Clinton while Mr.
Qarmont is running for U.S. Senate in
a Republican Primary field that also
includes state Senator Joseph Kyrillos
(R-13, Middletown), David Douglas
Brown of East Brunswick, and Joseph
Rullo of Beachwood.
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