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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Courtesy of Rose Clemson
DINNER TIME...This hawk eats his fresh squirrel dinner on the front lawn of a
Kimball Avenue resident.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HELP FOR GREG…Garwood Policemen’s Benevolent Association Local 117
Civic Association sponsored a fundraiser dinner at The Westwood in Garwood
for Marine Corporal Greg Caron, left, who lost both his legs, a finger and broke
his collarbone from an IED while serving in Afghanistan. He is pictured with
Garwood Police Officer P.J. Lewis, Corporal Caron’s team leader when they
served in the Iraq War. A portion of the proceeds went to the Caron family to pay
bills and to build a handicap ramp.

TEAM WESTFIELD...Westfield residents Rodger Studwell, Councilman Sam
Della Fera, Jeff Dattilo and Bob Centrella completed the 43-mile TD Bank 5-Boro
Bike Ride through New York City on May 6.  The riders, competing as “Team Forza
Westfield,”sponsored by Forza Investment Advisory,  were able to raise thousands
of dollars for the LiveStrong Cancer Foundation and Alzheimer’s research.

ANNUAL TRADITION...The annual Kentucky Derby party held this year at the
Rossin residence in Westfield featured a hat contest.  Pictured, from left to right,
are: Lisa Switlyk, Bret Malak, Sarah Lampert, Alison Lampert and Christine
Rossin, with two young late entrants, Chris Larkin, front left, and Michael Rossin.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DIFFERENT CULTURES...Members of the Multicultural Club sell food at the
Multicultural Fair at Union County Vocational-Technical Schools  on Saturday.

realigned 7th District, which will now
include parts of Essex, Hunterdon, Mor-
ris, Somerset, Union and Warren Coun-
ties, as well as moving the date to the
week of May 28.

Todd Mitchell, Rep. Lance’s chief of
staff, had said he had cleared the
Congressman’s schedule to participate
in the May 23 debate.

The 7th District, effective January
2013, and applicable to the June 5,
2012 Primary, includes the Union
County towns of Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside, Westfield and
a small section of Scotch Plains. For
full details of the district, see http://
www.state.nj.us/transportation/gis/
maps/congressional1220.pdf. Due to
redistricting, Fanwood and most of
Scotch Plains (now in the 7th District
through 2012) will be moved to the
New Jersey 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, currently represented by Rep. Rush
Holt (D).

Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula
(D-17, Somerset) is running unopposed
in the 2012 June Democratic Primary
Election in the 7th District. The win-
ners of the GOP and Democratic Pri-
maries will face off in the Tuesday,
November 6 General Election. The fil-
ing deadline for Independent candi-
dates for Congress is 4 p.m. on Tues-
day, June 5.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
has regularly sponsored debates for
council candidates in Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and Westfield since the
mid-1990s and has participated in
Union County freeholder candidate
forums sponsored by the League of
Women Voters. The newspaper also
sponsored an eight-candidate Repub-
lican Primary Election debate in 2008
for the 7th Congressional seat being
vacated at that time by Rep. Michael
Ferguson. Please see http://
www.goleader.com/services/video/
08may22congress/.
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GW Community Comes to
Support Injured Vet at Event

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Less than two
months after United States Marine
Corporal Greg Caron, 26, lost his
lower legs and a finger, and broke his
collarbone, when he stepped on an
improvised explosive device (IED)
while clearing a Taliban compound
in Afghanistan on November 12,
2011, he took his first steps in pros-
thetic legs.

His friend and team leader during
their one-year tour in the Iraq War
in 2008/2009, Garwood Police Of-
ficer P.J. Lewis, started a campaign
locally to raise funds to help Cpl.
Caron pay for the costs the veter-
ans’ insurance does not cover, such
as ramps at a new home he and his
wife, Tina, are moving into in
Ellington, Conn. Mr. Caron said it
could also go towards a lightweight
wheelchair to use during his gym
workouts or a therapy pool at his
home.

Local PBA 117 gave a donation
and sponsored the “Help for Greg”
fundraiser held Thursday night at
The Westwood in Garwood. Of-
ficer Lewis’ effort was expounded
by residents, such as Anne Leonard
handing out fliers for the “Help for
Greg” fundraiser, and his fellow
police officers mentioning it to resi-
dents at the Borough Hall, demon-
strating Garwood’s strong sense of
community.

“Help for Greg” packed the house
at The Westwood and as of Tues-
day, unofficial results of the
fundraiser show that $15,000 to
$20,000 was raised. Garwood’s
benefit was one of many fundraisers
held in different places to help Cpl.
Caron.

“Having support here in New Jer-
sey means so much, words can’t
explain. To have all of these people
come here and support me – they
don’t even know who I am – says
enough,” Cpl. Caron told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times at the event.

Today, Cpl. Caron is focused on
rehabilitation at the Walter Reed
National Medical Center in
Bethesda, Md. “When I go out in
public I keep my wheelchair at home
because it forces me to walk with
my prosthetics and get used to them.
I still feel pain. The only way I am
going to get used to it, is to use them
every day,” he said.

“We get an hour of physical
therapy every day. My therapist
spends an hour with me but it
doesn’t mean I stop there. I spend at
least two to three hours in the gym
every day. That is weightlifting, bal-
ancing, strengthening, everything
you can possibly think of to teach

yourself to walk again. You have to
make that commitment, otherwise
you are not going to get anywhere.
An hour a day isn’t enough,” he
continued.

All that hard work is paying off,
evidenced last month when, he fin-
ished the handcycle race of the Bos-
ton Marathon, completing the
course in 1:58:49. Officer Lewis
told The Times that Cpl. Caron hopes
to run the Boston Marathon. “He is
an inspiration,” he said.

proceeds. Borough officials have indi-
cated that actual construction will not
start before Sunday, July 1.

The governing body also approved a
resolution authorizing a review of health
plans with an eye toward possibly es-
tablishing a “joint meeting” to admin-
ister a potential Scotch Plains-Fanwood
police department. Officials are trying
to crunch numbers to identify budget
issues and potential savings.

The borough council also held its
first reading on an ordinance that would
classify apartment units as a “permit-
ted use” on the second floor of build-
ings within the so-called “general com-
mercial district” downtown; a sec-
ond reading on that will be held at the
council’s June 19 meeting.

During public comments, Park
Middle School students Colin
McAlindin and Charles Butler talked
about their recent “service learning
project,” which involved picking up
trash along Martine Avenue between
Midway Place and South Avenue.

The boys recommended to the gov-
erning body, based on the amount of
trash they found, the installation of
four additional trash cans with biode-
gradable liners.

Mayor Mahr indicated the borough
will follow up on the recommenda-
tion and said of the boys’ work, “You
have done a very nice service for the
community.”

Resident Donna Dolce, a former
council member, briefed the mayor

from his house and started yelling at
him to get off his property,” Scotch
Plains Police Capt. Brian Donnelly
said in a report in The Star-Ledger.
Bennett then approached the player,
the captain said.

“He grabbed him by the neck and
yelled for him to get off his property,
then kind of shook him a bit,” Capt.
Donnelly said in the article.

As reported in the July 28, 2011
edition of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, baseball was tem-
porarily shut down at Union Catholic
High School pending the outcome of
a court injunction obtained by attor-
ney Marc Rogoff on behalf of Dutch
Lane residents Sachin and Rajul Shah,
whose home backs up to the baseball
field.

State Superior Court Judge John
Malone signed the order in June 2011
preventing all baseball from being
played or practiced on the school’s
million-dollar turf field. In July, Judge
Malone revised the order, allowing
batting practice to take place in an
enclosed bullpen. It also permitted
infield practice, where coaches could
only hit ground balls to players.

A December 8, 2011 article in The
Times reported that although the
school has had baseball games for the
past 49 years, it was only since the
school reconfigured the ball field in
2009, at a cost of $250,000, that the
foul ball problem started. Neighbors
contend that the situation is danger-
ous and diminishes their property
values. They also say they do not feel
safe using their yards, decks and pools
for fear of being hit by the foul balls.

In December 2011, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board approved a net-
ting system, complete with 10 poles
of varying heights ranging from 40
feet to 110 feet that would be used to
support the net, in order to minimize
the number of foul balls in that direc-
tion.

Calls to the Scotch Plains Police
Department by The Times were not
returned.
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appointment of Richard Barre as trea-
surer of school monies for the up-
coming school year.

TD Bank will be approved as the
designated official depository of
school funds through December
2012.

Also, the board of education will
authorize the participation in coordi-
nated transportation services with the
Union County Educational Services
Commission for the next school year.

In other business, with the school
election moved to November, the
deadline for candidates wishing to
file a nominating petition for a seat
on the school board is 4 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 5, the same date as the
state’s Primary Election. Mr. Davis
has announced at past meetings that
nominating petitions could be picked
up from the district’s office in the
BOE administration building, located
at Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
in Scotch Plains.

It was noted that a BOE student
recognition ceremony would be held
Monday, June 4, at 7:30 p.m. at Ev-
ergreen School. The next BOE meet-
ing will be held on May 24 at 8 p.m.
in the administration building.
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Fanwood Council
and council on the borough’s “Green
Team” efforts.

Ms. Dolce said members of the
Green Team, which was formally es-
tablished by the governing body with
a resolution approved Tuesday night,
have been working to get Fanwood
certified as a Sustainable New Jersey
Community. Efforts include docu-
menting energy audits, conservation
programs and other initiatives in-
tended to increase energy and re-
source efficiencies.

Mayor Mahr said the Sustainable
New Jersey Community designation
would result in a “whole new level of
grants that open up,” potentially fund-
ing other related sustainability pro-
grams.

WF BOE Votes to Add $3.3
Mil. Turf Field to Bond Ref.
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Board of Education
(BOE) members unanimously voted,
Tuesday night, to add a $3.3-million
additional turf field to a proposed $13.6-
million bond referendum that will go
before voters in September.

After a presentation made by Sandra
Mamary, athletic director for the dis-
trict, regarding the need of a new turf
field at Westfield High School (WHS),
BOE members unanimously passed
the resolution to add the field to the
proposed bond referendum for this
September. During her presentation Ms.
Mamary noted that according to the
U.S. Census report, the population of
children younger than 18 in Westfield
rose from 8,300 in the year 2000 to
9,095 in 2010.

It was also noted that the number of
childrenchildren attending Westfield
public schools has increased over the
past 11 years from 5,477 in 2001 to
6,297 in 2012. She also noted a 74-
percent increase in the Westfield Soc-
cer Association since 2001 and a 127-
percent increase in lacrosse. She addi-
tionally reported that now there is a
rugby program with 234 participants
that was not present in 2001 and a 31
percent increase in high-school sports.
The report noted five different loca-
tions were researched, including
Edison, Roosevelt, Jefferson, Tamaques
and the high school, for turf field and
lighting.

The conclusion of the report was that
WHS could accommodate more fields
for play and decrease after-school traf-
fic from the high school because more
students would be staying after school
for practice. The cost for this project
was given at an estimated $3.3 million
for architect, engineering, legal, bond-
ing and permit fees in addition to land-
scaping, bleachers, minimal spillage
lighting, storage and a batting cage.
The field would be added to the $13.6
million proposed bond for roof re-
pairs at district schools.

Interim Business Administrator
Vincent Yaniro explained the bond
would cost the average taxpayer with
an average assessed home of $182,000
a total annual tax of $108. This, he
stated, was broken down as $87 for
roof repair and $21 for the turf field.

Resident Scott Rob addressed the
audience, saying, “Your back yard is
my front yard.” He noted that he had
no problem with a turf field at WHS,
but did not agree with “putting lights
in a residential area.”

William Edwards, engineer for the
project, stated that the lighting com-
pany proposed to do the work was
Musco Lighting which also did light-
ing for neighboring Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark. He said the
lighting would result in minimal light
spillage to the surrounding area.

Architect George Duthie also ad-
dressed the audience, saying that the

BOE had until late June to make any
changes to the project before going
to the referendum.

BOE Facilities Committee Chair-
woman Jane Clancy stated that she
and other board members wanted to
be “good neighbors” and further dis-
cuss the project to help address con-
cerns like that of Mr. Rob.

Resident Dave Rogers asked the
board if putting in a lighted turf field
was really a top project, considering
recent years of having to cut teachers
and classes from the budget. He said
“two years ago we were watching our
pennies and cutting teachers. Is this
really the best use of $3.3 million?”

BOE President Richard Mattessich
noted that the board has a list of
facility projects on a five-year plan
that is reviewed continually and uses
the surplus maintenance account to
make repairs and replacements. He
said new lockers and boilers have had
recent upgrades. He also noted “fields
have been an issue for the district for
a very long time.”

The BOE also unanimously passed
a resolution for a parking and safety
solution jointly formulated by the
BOE and the Westfield Town Coun-
cil. Mr. Mattessich said the revised
plan includes adding more spaces to
the WHS parking lot, re-striping park-
ing spaces at the Armory and Edison
Intermediate School and adding more
spaces at Edison. The plan was re-
vised because of concerns of resi-
dents on Westbrook Road who spoke
about plowing over greenery to add
more parking at Edison.

Mr. Mattessich said he and Mrs.
Clancy met with the residents to dis-
cuss their concerns and possible so-
lutions. Mr. Mattessich reported that
some suggestions were adopted into
the plan, like changing the direction
of the parking striping, but that other
suggestions could not be used be-
cause of engineering reasons or safety
codes.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said drainage issues would be ad-
dressed in the new design.

The BOE also accepted the recent
resignation of Mr. Yaniro effective
Friday, August 17. He has served the
board for almost two years after re-
placing Robert Berman, who was
suspended after his involvement in a
bid rigging scam involving several
vendors and the district’s engineer
of record.

Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola read a
proclamation declaring May as Res-
cue Squad Month. Dan Sullivan,
president of the squad, which is mark-
ing its 75th anniversary this year,
made a public pitch for donations
and new volunteers.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
UNION COUNTY CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School baseball team
won its 13th Union County Tournament (UCT) championship with a 13-3, five-
inning victory over Union High School at Williams Field in Elizabeth on May 12.
The Blue Devils have won far more UCT titles than any other team. See story on
page 13.


