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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAVING A SPECIAL DAY…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior Dan
Nizolak, an attacker on the boys lacrosse team, is flanked by his parents, Mike and
Susan, on Senior Day on May 14. Even though the program has competed at the
varsity level for only two years, Nizolak notched his 100th career varsity point
against Morris Hills on May 7. He will attend Stevens Institute of Technology in
Hoboken next fall.

Mountainside PD
Seeks Info On

Route 22 Accident
MOUNTAINSIDE – A Scotch

Plains woman was critically injured
on Wednesday, May 9, at approxi-
mately 10:20 p.m. when her 2007
Toyota Camry, which was traveling
eastbound on Route 22, ran off the
roadway near Parkway Street and
struck a tree.

According to the Mountainside
Police Department, Carol
Ganczewski, 47, was trapped in the
vehicle and was extricated by the
Mountainside Fire Department. She
was flown by helicopter to Univer-
sity Hospital in Newark and is cur-
rently listed in critical condition.

The Mountainside Police Depart-
ment serious accident investigation
unit is investigating the circumstances
of the accident and asks that anyone
who may have witnessed the acci-
dent contact Det. Thomas Norton at
(908) 232-8100, ext. no. 230.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A FESTIVE EVENING…The Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums Corps performs at last Thursday’s
fundraiser at The Westwood in Garwood for Marine Corporal Greg Caron, who was seriously injured while serving in
Afghanistan. See story page 12.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOUL PLAY...Union Catholic baseball is once again the center of controversy
after a foul ball incident led to the arrest of a Scotch Plains man on Saturday.
Pictured, the turf field behind the school was revamped in 2009, at which time foul
balls became a problem for neighbors.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPECIAL RECOGNITION…Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola greets members of
the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, including President Dan Sullivan, center, after
reading a proclamation declaring May as Rescue Squad Month in Scotch Plains.

SP Sets Memorial Day Program;
Bulky Waste Pickup Begins June 4

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s annual Memorial Day cel-
ebration will include a concert by the
Westfield Community Band at the
Fanwood train station on Sunday
evening, May 27. Don Wussler, chair-
man of the parade committee, told the
township council at its regular meet-
ing on Tuesday that the 90-minute
show would be themed “Tribute to
Our Heroes.”

The Memorial Day program will get
underway on Monday, May 28, with a
ceremony at the American Legion fa-
cility on Park Avenue, followed by a
wreath-laying ceremony at the
Fanwood Memorial Library. Speeches
and wreath layings will then take place

at the corner of Park Avenue and Front
Street, with the parade from downtown
Scotch Plains to LaGrande Park in
Fanwood to follow.

In other business at the 50-minute
meeting, Acting Township Manager
Robert LaCosta said the curbside
pickup program would be completed
this week, and said the bulky waste
pickup program will get underway on
Monday, June 4. Permits for the pro-
gram will cost $94 per household. Fur-
ther information is available by calling
the department of public works at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 243 or 244.

Steven Goldberg, chairman of the
cultural arts committee, announced that
the annual summer concert series on
the Alan Augustine Village Green would
begin on Thursday, July 12, and run for

five weeks. With the township
government’s finances strained, the arts
committee’s budget was cut sharply in
recent years, meaning “we had to
scrounge and raise a whole bunch of
money” from private sources, Mr.
Goldberg said. He noted the recent
“substantial” donation from Investors
Bank and said several other local busi-
nesses had contributed as well.

The Thursday evening concerts will
be held in conjunction with the mu-
nicipal building’s extended summer
hours that same night. Beginning on
May 24, hours will be 8:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays; 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
on Thursdays and 8:30 a.m. to noon
on Fridays. These hours will run
through Friday, September 14.

The summer Farmers Market,
sponsored by the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association,
gets underway on Saturday in the
municipal parking lot next to the
municipal building. The market will
be open from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and will
run through October.

The council introduced three salary
ordinances — setting salary ranges
for municipal employees, library em-
ployees and members of the police
department — that will be voted on
after public hearings at its Tuesday,
June 19 meeting. Another ordinance
was unveiled that will make perma-
nent a pedestrian easement between
the municipal parking lot adjacent to
the municipal building and the new
pub-style restaurant and apartment
building nearing completion on the
site of the former Mezzogiorno res-
taurant on Park Avenue.

Another ordinance introduced on
Tuesday will formally appropriate from
the state Department of Transportation
$155,000 in grant money to be used for
the milling and repaving of a section of
Raritan Road from the Edison border
to Rahway Avenue. The work will be
done this summer and take about four
or five days to complete.

A resolution was approved to auc-
tion surplus municipal property through
the propertyroom.com website that
specializes in sales of property seized
by police departments.

At the start of the meeting, three
members of Boy Scout Troop No. 33
led the council in the salute to the flag.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Times Cancels 7th Dist.,
GOP Candidates Debate

REGION – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times has cancelled ar-
rangements for a debate between Rep.
Leonard Lance (incumbent, R-7th
Dist.) and Republican challenger
David Larsen for the 7th District
Congressional seat after the Larsen
Campaign required changes at the
last minute that could not be met due
to the complexity and late date. The
changes sought included a different
venue, questions of format and re-
quirement of co-sponsorship with
other media and organizations.

The newspaper had proposed hold-
ing the one-hour debate on Wednes-
day, May 23, starting at 7:30 p.m. at
the Westfield Municipal Building in
the Town Council Chambers in ad-
vance of the Tuesday, June 5 Primary
Election. Rep. Lance confirmed his
participation as did Mr. Larsen, both
through their campaign staffs.

On Tuesday, the newspaper re-
ceived a call and follow-up e-mail
from Bob Basmadjian, press and
media director for the Larsen Cam-
paign.

“As you are aware, in the past we
have been asked by various organiza-
tions, including New Jersey Taxpay-
ers’ Association and Smart Girl Poli-
tics, to participate in debates. Since
we accepted and Rep. Lance declined
their invitations, out of respect to all
of these organizations, including The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, we
would like you to consider a co-

moderated event. In addition, (radio
station) WRNJ has reached out to us
just this past week to host an event
tentatively scheduled for May 30,”
Mr. Basmadjian said.

The Larsen Campaign also sought
a “central location” with the newly

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

FW Council Honors
Retirees For Service

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Borough
Council, at Tuesday night’s regular
monthly meeting, honored two long-
time borough employees on their
retirements.

Police Sergeant Thomas Jedic, who
served for 31 years, was presented
with a retirement badge and was called
“truly a cop’s cop,” by Councilman
Anthony Parenti, a former Fanwood
police chief who first hired Sgt. Jedic.

“They don’t come any better,”
Councilman Parenti said of Sgt. Jedic,
who will now be working for the
Norfolk Southern Railroad’s police
department.

The second retiring employee, Jo-
seph Ferrara, was honored for his 26
years of service with the department
of public works, where he was an
expert in masonry and stonework.

Mayor Colleen Mahr said when an
employee puts in that much time, “it
becomes more than just a job.”

Among numerous others honored
at Tuesday night’s meeting, Fanwood

TV’s George Weiss was recognized
as the borough’s volunteer of the
month. Mayor Mahr noted Mr. Weiss’
“pure dedication” and said he “works
harder than any other employee we
have at the borough.”

Mr. Weiss was presented with a
framed print of Fanwood’s historic
train station, where Fanwood TV has
an office on the second floor.

During council reports, Antonios
Panagopoulos, an engineer with T&M
Associates, the borough’s engineer-
ing firm, reported that “phase one”
design work has been completed on
the Glenwood Road drainage im-
provement project.

On a related note, the borough
council later held the first reading on
a bond ordinance for the project; the
second reading and public hearing
will be held at next month’s regular
meeting.

Mr. Panagopoulos said that, “some
meetings with [Glenwood Road] resi-
dents have been held [but] more need
to be scheduled” before the project

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP Resident Faces Charge
Of Assault In Foul Ball Case
SCOTCH PLAINS – Michael

Bennett, 44, of Scotch Plains was
arrested after allegedly attacking a
high-school baseball player who
came onto his property to collect a
foul ball Saturday afternoon, ac-
cording to a report on
MyCentralJersey.com.

The article states that Bennett ran
out of his home, located on Dutch
Lane, adjacent to the field, and
grabbed the 18-year-old Union
Catholic High School player by the
neck and wrists.

“Bennett then grabbed the base-
ball and ordered the player off his
property,” according to the report.

“When coaches and players started
to move toward Bennett to intervene,
he retreated into his house. Police
arrived soon after and arrested
Bennett, charging him with simple
assault,” the article reported.

It was reported that the player was
not injured but did have a visible
scratch.

The incident allegedly took place
during the fourth inning of the sec-
ond game of a doubleheader between
Union Catholic and Plainfield, the
report stated.

“A man who believed the ball
landed in his yard spotted the player

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP BOE Looks to Renew Contract
With Pomptonian Food Service

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) last Thursday approved the
renewal request of the food manage-
ment contract with Fairfield, N.J.-
based Pomptonian Food Service. That
and other board business will be voted
on at the BOE’s Thursday, May 24
meeting.

Board member Jeanne Cleary
asked if more attention would be paid
to healthier food selections for stu-
dent lunches.

In response, Business Administra-
tor James Davis said according to
recent state mandates for nutrition,
food service providers would have to
offer more fruit and vegetable op-
tions to students and make food por-
tions smaller. This, he noted, was

mandated to be done for September
2012. In addition, Mr. Davis said,
during the summer food service pro-
viders would have to attend nutri-
tional food training sessions.

Pomptonian has a website with
nutritional information listed for its
lunches. According to its website,
typical lunches listed include waffles
with two ounces of turkey sausage,
chicken nuggets, chicken patties,

pizza, twin tacos, cheeseburgers and
mozzarella sticks.

The BOE also gave contractual
approval for the May 24 meeting for
Casper Boehm, Jr. for legal services
for the 2012-2013 school year. It was
noted that the contract would be
awarded without competitive bidding
as a “professional service.” In addi-
tion, the board will also approve the
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