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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
CONGRATULATIONS…The Westfield Police Department held a swearing in
ceremony on Monday to officially recognize the promotion of three members of
the department to the rank of sergeant, as well as the addition of a new officer.
Pictured, left to right, are: Officer Piotr Wierzbicki, Sergeant Jason McErlean,
Chief David Wayman, Sergeant John Tango and Sergeant Joseph Costanzo.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
A FESTIVE EVENING…The Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums
perform at last Thursday’s fundraiser at The Westwood in Garwood for
Marine Corporal Greg Caron, who was seriously injured while serving in
Afghanistan.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
UNION COUNTY CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School baseball team won its 13th Union County Tournament
(UCT) championship with a 13-3, five-inning victory over Union High School at Williams Field in Elizabeth on May 12. The
Blue Devils have won far more UCT titles than any other team. See story on page 13.

WF Zoning Board Hears Cases
For Setback, Bulk Variances

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment heard many
applications for setback and bulk
variances at its monthly meeting
Monday night.

The first order of business was to
grant a request for a special hearing
to the Westfield Area “Y,” which is
seeking a conditional use variance
approval to use a building at 111
Ferris Place for administrative of-
fices. The variances sought are for
driveway and curbing, and permit-
ting an office in a residential zone.
The board approved a special meet-
ing to be held on Monday, June 18, to
hear the application.

Dennis and Anita McGorty, of 661
Shackamaxon Drive, sought approval

to construct a second-story addition
as well as a first-floor addition to
expand the front entry foyer. The
town ordinance requires a street side-
yard setback of 20 feet. The
McGortys’ proposed setback is 16.9
feet. The ordinance requires a mini-
mum rear-yard setback of 35 feet
where the proposed is 33 feet, six
inches. The ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building mass at a side yard of
25 feet where the proposed is 30 feet,
10 inches. The application was
granted by the board.

Jean M. Genievich of 99 Surrey

Lane, represented by attorney Rich-
ard Cohen, sought approval to con-
struct a single-family dwelling. The
ordinance requires a minimum rear-
yard setback of 35 feet where the
proposed was 10 feet. The house will
be located on the corner of Surrey
Lane and Tamaques Way, facing Sur-
rey Lane. The application was also
approved.

Charles Pijanowski is seeking an
extension of preliminary and final
major site plan approval granted Feb-
ruary 8, 2010, which allowed the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PASSING THE GAVEL…The Westfield United Fund held its annual meeting
Tuesday night at which time awards were presented and new officers were
announced. Newly appointed president Charles Weidman, right, is joined by
past president John Schmidt and WUF Executive Director Linda Maggio.

GW Community Comes to
Support Injured Vet at Event

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD - Less than two
months after United States Marine
Corporal Greg Caron, 26, lost his
lower legs and a finger, and broke his
collarbone, when he stepped on an
improvised explosive device (IED)
while clearing a Taliban compound
in Afghanistan on November 12,
2011, he took his first steps in pros-
thetic legs.

His friend and team leader during
their one-year tour in the Iraq War in
2008/2009, Garwood Police Officer
P.J. Lewis, started a campaign locally
to raise funds to help Cpl. Caron pay
for the costs the veteran’s insurance
does not cover, such as ramps at a
new home he and his wife, Tina, are
moving into in Ellington, Conn. Mr.
Caron said it could also go towards a
lightweight wheelchair to use during
his gym workouts or a therapy pool at
his home.

Local PBA 117 gave a donation
and sponsored the “Help for Greg”

fundraiser held Thursday night at The
Westwood in Garwood. Officer
Lewis’ effort was expounded by resi-
dents, such as Anne Leonard handing
out fliers for the “Help for Greg”
fundraiser, and his fellow police of-
ficers mentioning it to residents at the
Borough Hall, demonstrating
Garwood’s strong sense of commu-
nity.

“Help for Greg” packed the house
at The Westwood and as of Tuesday,
unofficial results of the fundraiser
show that $15,000 to $20,000 was
raised. Garwood’s benefit was one of
many fundraisers held in different
places to help Cpl. Caron.

“Having support here in New Jer-
sey means so much, words can’t ex-
plain. To have all of these people
come here and support me – they
don’t even know who I am – says
enough,” Cpl. Caron told The
Westfield Leader at the event.

Today, Cpl. Caron is focused on
rehabilitation at the Walter Reed Na-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Leader Cancels 7th Dist,
GOP Candidates Debate

REGION – The Westfield Leader
has cancelled arrangements for a de-
bate between Rep. Leonard Lance
(incumbent, R-7th Dist.) and Repub-
lican challenger David Larsen for the
7th District Congressional seat after
the Larsen Campaign required
changes at the last minute that could
not be met due to the complexity and
late date. The changes sought in-
cluded a different venue, questions
of format and requirement of co-
sponsorship with other media and
organizations.

The newspaper had proposed hold-
ing the one-hour debate on Wednes-
day, May 23, starting at 7:30 p.m. at
the Westfield Municipal Building in
the Town Council Chambers in ad-
vance of the Tuesday, June 5 Primary
Election. Rep. Lance confirmed his
participation as did Mr. Larsen, both
through their campaign staffs.

On Tuesday, the newspaper re-
ceived a call and follow-up e-mail
from Bob Basmadjian, press and
media director for the Larsen Cam-
paign.

“As you are aware, in the past we
have been asked by various organiza-
tions, including New Jersey Taxpay-
ers’ Association and Smart Girl Poli-
tics, to participate in debates. Since
we accepted and Rep. Lance declined
their invitations, out of respect to all
of these organizations, including The
Westfield Leader, we would like you
to consider a co-moderated event. In
addition, (radio station) WRNJ has
reached out to us just this past week
to host an event tentatively scheduled
for May 30,” Mr. Basmadjian said.

The Larsen Campaign also sought

a “central location” within the newly
realigned 7th District, which will now
include parts of Essex, Hunterdon,
Morris, Somerset, Union and Warren
Counties, as well as moving the date
to the week of May 28.

Todd Mitchell, Rep. Lance’s chief
of staff, had said he had cleared the
Congressman’s schedule to partici-
pate in the May 23 debate.

The 7th District, effective January
2013, and applicable to the June 5,

Mountainside PD
Seeks Info. On

Route 22 Accident
MOUNTAINSIDE – A Scotch

Plains woman was critically injured
on Wednesday, May 9, at approxi-
mately 10:20 p.m. when her 2007
Toyota Camry, which was traveling
eastbound on Route 22, ran off the
roadway near Parkway Street and
struck a tree.

According to the Mountainside
Police Department, Carol
Ganczewski, 47, was trapped in the
vehicle and was extricated by the
Mountainside Fire Department. She
was flown by helicopter to Univer-
sity Hospital in Newark and is cur-
rently listed in critical condition.

The Mountainside Police
Department’s serious accident inves-
tigation unit is investigating the cir-
cumstances of the accident and asks
that anyone who may have witnessed
the accident contact Det. Thomas
Norton at (908) 232-8100, ext. 230.

Cranford Bd. OKs Housing
Element Per Judge’s Order

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD - The Cranford Plan-
ning Board on May 2 adopted an
ordinance amending its Master Plan
to include a Housing Element and a
Fair Share Plan. The move was the
first step in complying with a court
order issued by state Superior Court
Judge Lisa F. Chrystal on December
20, 2011. The court order was issued
in response to a builder’s remedy suit
brought against the township by
Cranford Development Associates,
L.L.C., a subsidiary of the S.

Hekemian Group of Paramus.
The board’s vote was unanimous,

although two board members recused
themselves from the vote.

“I’ve been involved in conserva-
tion since 1986. In 1992, I sued the
township and the Department of En-
vironmental Protection. I’m con-
cerned about open space, the school
system, and traffic. If I voted, I might
jeopardize the board’s ability to move
forward,” board member John Hredin
said.

Rita Labrutta, another board mem-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Westfield BOE Votes to Add
$3.3-Mil. Turf Field to Bond Ref.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Board of Education
(BOE) members unanimously voted,
Tuesday night, to add a $3.3-million
additional turf field to a proposed $13.6-
million bond referendum that will go
before voters in September.

After a presentation made by Sandra
Mamary, athletic director for the dis-
trict, regarding the need of a new turf
field at Westfield High School (WHS),
BOE members unanimously passed
the resolution to add the field to the
proposed bond referendum for this

September. During her presentation Ms.
Mamary noted that according to the
U.S. Census report, the population of
children younger than 18 in Westfield
rose from 8,300 in the year 2000 to
9,095 in 2010.

It was also noted that the number of
childrenchildren attending Westfield
public schools has increased over the
past 11 years from 5,477 in 2001 to
6,297 in 2012. She also noted a 74-
percent increase in the Westfield Soccer
Association since 2001 and a 127-per-
cent increase in lacrosse. She addition-
ally reported that now there is a rugby

program with 234 participants that was
not present in 2001 and a 31 percent
increase in high-school sports. The re-
port noted five different locations were
researched, including Edison,
Roosevelt, Jefferson, Tamaques and
the high school, for turf field and light-
ing.

The conclusion of the report was that
WHS could accommodate more fields
for play and decrease after-school traf-
fic from the high school because more
students would be staying after school
for practice. The cost for this project
was given at an estimated $3.3 million
for architect, engineering, legal, bond-
ing and permit fees in addition to land-
scaping, bleachers, minimal spillage
lighting, storage and a batting cage.
The field would be added to the $13.6
million proposed bond for roof repairs
at district schools.

Interim Business Administrator
Vincent Yaniro explained the bond
would cost the average taxpayer with
an average assessed home of $182,000
a total annual tax of $108. This, he
stated, was broken down as $87 for
roof repair and $21 for the turf field.

Resident Scott Rob addressed the
audience, saying, “Your back yard is
my front yard.” He noted that he had no
problem with a turf field at WHS, but
did not agree with “putting lights in a
residential area.”

William Edwards, engineer for the
project, stated that the lighting com-
pany proposed to do the work was
Musco Lighting which also did light-
ing for neighboring Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark. He said the
lighting would result in minimal light
spillage to the surrounding area.

Architect George Duthie also ad-
dressed the audience, saying that the
BOE had until late June to make any
changes to the project before going to
the referendum.

BOE Facilities Committee Chair-
woman Jane Clancy stated that she and
other board members wanted to be
“good neighbors” and further discuss
the project to help address concerns
like that of Mr. Rob.

Resident Dave Rogers asked the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12


