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RYAN RAPS 2-RUN HR, DBL; O’ROURKE 3 HITS, 3 RUNS

Blue Devils Roar with 4 in 6th
To Beat Baseball Raiders, 11-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Power hitting from an unlikely
source in the fourth inning and capi-
talizing on three walks and two passed
balls in the sixth allowed the Westfield
High School baseball team to secure
an 11-8 victory over the Raiders in
Scotch Plains on April 24.

The power hitting came off the bat
of Brett Ryan, who also went the
route on the mound for the Blue Dev-
ils. Ryan whacked a two-run home
run over the leftfield fence in the
fourth inning and added a double and
a walk and three runs scored to finish
2-for-3. Leadoff hitter James

O’Rourke was also seeing the ball
well, finishing 3-for-5, including a
double, with two RBI and three runs
scored.

“The first inning, I popped the ball
up, got a little jammed and made a
little adjustment with my swing. Yes!
I have been feeling good as of late,”
O’Rourke said.

As to his status of a power hitter,
Ryan, who admitted that it was his
first home run ever, chuckled and
said, “I didn’t think so before this
year either. I worked a lot in the off-
season on it. I knew that helping in
the field and hitting will help our
team the most.”

After some chuckling of his own,
O’Rourke said, “I didn’t expect it at
all. The wind was blowing out that
way. That even shocked me when I
was rounding third.”

The Blue Devils, who totaled 11
hits, also received a double and a
single from Matt Varakian, who also
walked and scored once. Mike Ionta
contributed a two-run single and an
RBI sacrifice fly. Eric Demers
doubled and walked and scored twice.
Mike Mondon (RBI) singled and
scored once. Liam Devin scored once
and had an RBI.

The Raiders finished with eight

JACKSON O’LEARY NOTCHES 100TH CAREER POINT

Blue Devil Boys’ Experience
Overwhelms Raider Laxers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Experience of an established
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
program overwhelmed a new but up-
and-coming Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders squad at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on April 26. The
Blue Devils revved up the pressure
from the start and raced to a 17-1
victory.

Blue Devil senior attacker Jackson
O’Leary netted his fourth goal of the
game, off an assist from co-captain
Sam Rosenburgh, with 7:30 left in
the third quarter to bring his career
points total (goals and assists) to 100.

“It’s a good feeling completing that.
I didn’t really think about it. I was
cutting down calling for someone to
find me all over the field,” said
O’Leary, who has 28 goals and 13
assists on the season.

“We are really proud of his accom-
plishments. Hopefully, he keeps pro-
ducing, and the team keeps going in
the right direction,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Marc Silbergeld said.

Of the 8-2 Blue Devils’ 17 goals,
only two were unassisted. Junior At-
tacker Jack Flaherty scored all four
of his goals with assists – Rosenburgh,
co-captain Ryan Bohrod, two from
Matt Webb – in the first quarter when
the Blue Devils jumped out to a 5-0
lead. Rosenburgh, on an assist from
midfielder Pat Johnson, scored the
other goal. Rosenburgh finished with
three goals and three assists.

Flaherty assisted O’Leary on the
first two goals of the second quarter
that Westfield won 7-0 to take a 12-0
lead at the half. Rosenburgh, with
respective assists from Pat Dyer and
co-captain Paul DeVita, added his
second and third goal. Rosenburgh
returned the favor to set up DeVita’s
goal then DeVita assisted O’Leary
on his next goal, which came with 34
seconds on the clock. Seven seconds

WEISSE, CUSICK NET 5 EACH; GRETSKY, TANJI 1 EACH

Devil Lax Ladies Drop, 13-12,
Heartbreaker to Royals in OT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jumping up a division in skill level
has been a rough ride, but the
Westfield High School girls lacrosse
team gave the No. 10 ranked Oak
Knoll Lady Royals all they could
handle at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on April 25. In the end, a
few tough calls against the Blue Dev-
ils gave the Royals the opportunity to
squeak by with a 13-12, two overtime
victory.

Winning the draws seemed to co-
incide with how the scoring went.
The Blue Devils and the Royals tied,
12-12, in regulation and the score

was tied, 11-11, heading into the first
three-minute overtime period.

The Royals, who took a 6-3 lead in
the first half, won the draws, 6-4. The
Blue Devils won the final draw but
failed to score before the buzzer. The
Blue Devils outscored the Royals, 8-
5, in the second half and won the
draws, 8-6.

Blue Devils attacker Courtney
Weisse (assist) and center midfielder
Elizabeth Cusick each netted five
goals, while midfielder/captain Emily
Gretsky and attacker Alexis Kardias
each scored a goal and had an assist.
Attacker Mary Ranzazzo contributed
an assist.

Shannon Galvin (assist) led the 5-
5 Lady Royals with four goals, while
Kyla Cordrey netted three goals.
Haley Shaffer put in a pair of goals,

while Morgan Ryan, Maddie Smith,
Kiwi Comizio and Steph Ford each
scored one goal.

Less than three minutes into the
game, Weisse scored on a wraparound
goal from the far side. Less than six
minutes later, the Royals won four
straight draws, which led to four un-
answered goals. After Shaffer scored
the first goal, Galvin netted three
straight goals.

Two minutes after Galvin’s third
goal, Cusick, on an assist from
Kardias, stuffed the net to make the
score, 4-2, with 8:55 remaining in the
half. With 2:40 left, Shaffer scored
then Comizio made the score, 6-2,
with 1:21 on the clock. Cusick won
the next draw and took only 13 sec-
onds off the clock to score. Cusick
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Wounded Warrior Lax
Event Set for May 5
A Lacrosse Wounded Warrior

Project Fundraiser to be held at
Kehler Stadium on this Saturday,
May 5. Games are starting at 9 a.m.
with the Varsity game at 2 p.m. and
the Alumni game at 5:30 p.m.

The Westfield High School la-
crosse coaches, Marc Silbergeld,
Patrick Tuohy (Westfield) and Chuck
Ruebling (Delbarton), are excited
to have this event. Coach Tuohy
served twice in Afghanistan and
takes a personal interest in this event.

Probitas Verus Honos

SIRAGUSA WHACKS HR, TRIPLE; MORENO 2 SINGLES

Highlanders Outfox Cougars
In UC Softball Showdown, 7-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Costly errors combined with some
crafty base running put the Governor
Livingston High School softball team
on the road to a 7-2 victory over
Cranford in a showdown of Union
County’s presently top-two teams in
Berkeley Heights on April 28.

The 8-4 Cougars, who made some
changes in their defensive lineup prior
to the game, committed eight errors,
five that led directly to four High-
lander runs.

“We played very poorly. We made

seven errors. We couldn’t make plays
on routine ground balls. When you
do that against a team like this, they
are going to take advantage of it, and
they are going to score runs,” Cougar
Head Coach Bob Bruno said.

The showdown also had a match-
up of two of the premier pitchers in
the county, Highlander Jordan
Robbins and Cougar Julie Siragusa.
Robbins (12-1), who allowed seven
hits and struck out seven but allowed
no walks, learned a lesson quickly
when she gave up a solo home run to
Siragusa on the very first pitch of the

game. From that point on, Robbins
pitched to Siragusa in a very coy
manner.

“She had no choice. They didn’t
give her a choice,” commented High-
lander Head Coach Rick Iacono.

“I expect that. You hit a home run,
usually the next at-bat you are not
going to get anything good to hit,”
Siragusa said.

Coach Bruno commented, “They
know she’s, maybe, the best player in
the county. I told her at the beginning
of the game, ‘this guy’s not going to
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENTANGLED WITH RAIDERS…Blue Devil attacker Paul DeVita, No. 3, gets entangled with several Raiders. DeVita
scored two goals and had two assists in the Blue Devils’ 17-1 victory in Westfield on April 26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHARGING DOWNFIELD…Blue Devil freshman midfielder Sam Paoletti, No. 6, charges downfield towards the Oak
Knoll goal. The 10th-ranked Royals eked out a 13-12, overtime victory on April 25.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG PLAY AT THE PLATE…Cougar catcher Melissa Moreno blocks the plate and waits the throw as Highlander Paige
Murphy slides home to score in the bottom of the first inning. The Highlanders defeated Cranford, 7-2, in Berkeley Heights
on April 28.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEALING THIRD BASE…Blue Devil James O’Rourke, No. 1, steals third base as Raider Kevin Raszka awaits the throw.
The Blue Devils defeated the hosting Raiders, 11-8, on April 24.
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