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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Freeholders Claims On OPRA, OPMA
Costs is The Height of Hypocrisy

Ed Fund of Westfield Thanks All for
Help With iPad Lab Fundraiser

Vote for The Best
Interest of Our Nation
The last time the federal budget

was passed before the beginning of
the fiscal year was 1994. How hard
can it be to make a budget when you
borrow over one third of what you
spend? There are frequent reports of
politicians and bureaucrats spending
hundreds of thousands of dollars on
trips and entertainment. Pet projects
costing millions are routinely added
to unrelated legislation. If you pay
taxes it is your money that is being
wasted.

In each election since 1964 over 80
percent of House incumbents were
reelected. If we keep reelecting the
same people how can we expect dif-
ferent results? If your representative
has been in office more than six years
they are likely part of the problem.
Do your research and vote for the
challenger that you think will act in
the best interest of the country in-
stead of voting for someone whose
name you recognize.

Irving Welchons, 3rd
Charlotte, NC

Share WHS Parking Problem Equally
And End All The Inequities Involved

See Letter to
Editor on Page 22

Unfortunately as a result of your
article concerning “WHS Parking Im-
provements” on April 26, 2012, I am
constrained to set the record straight
and to correct inaccuracies concern-
ing statements attributed to me in that
article. Additionally, your reference
to my former position was gratuitous
and unnecessary. I never mentioned
it in my remarks and only pursued
my right to free speech as a private
citizen and taxpayer in Westfield.

When my wife and I moved onto
our street, almost 40 years ago, it was
practically a pastoral setting. Unlike
today, there were no stop signs, street
signs, traffic lines or high school park-
ing there. However, we accept the
fact that times change, and we must
change with it. On-the-street high
school parking is now a reality, and
we do not oppose it. We would hope,
however, that it would be shared
equally among all those who live in
the area. (Unlike some, we do not
suggest that all students walk to school
up hill — both ways — in driving rain
or snow.)

The Town Council and the Board
of Education have studied the situa-
tion for years, and now both are ready
to propose a plan. Their selfless, and
perhaps largely under-appreciated
efforts, should be recognized. The
traffic engineer, retained by the town,
proudly announced at that meeting
that in an attempt to bring “equity”
(his word not mine) to the solution,
Edgar Road will now also have stu-
dent parking. All “equity” ended
there, as there is a road across the
street from the high school that has
enjoyed a pass from participating in
the solution.

There is no parking completely on
one side of Stoneleigh Park and no
parking between the hours of 8 a.m.
and 2 p.m. on school days on the
other. Contrary to your article, I never
suggested that there should be park-
ing on both sides of the street. No
parking on one side of that street was
never an issue as far as I am con-
cerned.

The issue is, however, that in order
to perpetuate the status quo, town
officials said that the fire chief has
taken the position that his units could
not safely respond to the area if there
was school parking there or that
school parking had some unexplained
adverse effect for the WFD. If every-

one would be candid, it is probably
nothing more than some old fashion
politicking by those who have repre-
sented the area. To the extent that
they have benefited their constitu-
ents, they are to be congratulated for
originally achieving this unjustifiable
privilege, however baseless, but the
time to end the charade is now.

Incidentally, consider that high
school parking was allowed on that
street years ago. Also consider, this
reason for the absolution of
Stoneleigh Park is not the first one
given nor is it the first one that is
clearly an illogical pretension.

Consider this:
1. There are 168 hours in every

week;
2. Parking is only prohibited on

school days between 8 a.m. and 2
p.m., a total of 30 hours a week;

3. Thus people are free to park in
the same area where students are
prohibited from parking for 130 hours
of every school week;

4. People are free to park there all
day on weekends, during school va-
cations or any time school is not in
session;

5. People can park there during
concerts, athletic events, night school,
back-to-school nights or, even more
likely, when residents of Stoneleigh
Park have guests;

6. If it is unsafe for the 30 hours
during school sessions, how can it
not also be unsafe all those other
times? I cannot be the only person
who sees the patent flaw in that.

The sophistry behind the attempt
to treat Stoneleigh Park residents dif-
ferent than the rest of us in the area is
disturbing. Even unreasonable minds
can see the absurdity of continuing
this situation. Reasonable minds
would have all similarly situated citi-
zens treated equally and then the park-
ing situation would truly have a com-
munity-oriented solution.

I had intended to write privately to
the Mayor and Council on this issue
and, in fact, was going to mail that
letter when your article was pub-
lished. I am sure that the Mayor and
Council will read this letter, and I
would hope that they would vote now
to have the problem shared equally
and to end all the inequities involved.

William L’E. Wertheimer
Westfield

The Union County freeholders have
been outspoken in their opposition to
open government measures. Just re-
cently they passed a resolution in
opposition to bills proposed by State
Senator Loretta Weinberg and As-
semblyman Gordon Johnson (both
D-Bergen) that would update both
the Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
and the Open Public Meetings Act
(OPMA).

These proposed bills address ad-
vancements in technology. Consider
that the OPMA is 30 years old. Fac-
simile machines weren’t in use in
1975, now we have e-mail and text
messaging that allows governing bod-
ies to communicate instantly and con-
veniently out of the public’s view.
Watch a freeholder meeting and you
will see freeholders unanimously vote
yes on everything on the meeting
agenda with no public discussion.

The county spends upwards of a
million dollars on their brand of pub-
lic information, i.e. fluff press re-
leases recycled ad nausea through
photo ops in local newspapers and on
their newly updated $136,000 website
as well and the Directions newspaper
which is mailed to everyone in Union
County right before the Primary and
General Elections.

The real information regarding
county spending and health and pub-

lic safety issues have to be obtained
by citizens tediously requesting gov-
ernment records through the OPRA.
Attending freeholder meetings
doesn’t reveal much about govern-
ment spending because the OPMA’s
spirit isn’t upheld by the county pros-
ecutor who is charged with enforcing
the law. The proposed updates to the
OPMA bill would give citizens more
power to enforce the law through the
courts. This must be terrifying to
Union County government and their
behind the scenes powerbrokers.

The Union County Watchdog As-
sociation has been forced to file nu-
merous lawsuits through the years to
obtain important public records,
which the county would prefer to
keep out of public view. They consis-
tently loose these suits, but it doesn’t
stop them from instigating them and
wasting tax dollars. It’s not surpris-
ing that they would oppose revisions
to the OPRA and OPMA, but for
them to do so claiming the cost would
be too prohibitive is the height of
hypocrisy. Useless county govern-
ment propaganda and secrecy is cost-
ing us millions. Open and honest
government costs taxpayers nothing.
In fact transparent government has
been proven to save tax dollars.

Tina Renna
Cranford

The Education Fund of Westfield
would like to thank everyone who
attended our annual Wine Tasting
and Auction on Saturday, April 21, as
well as all who contributed to making
the event so successful and fun.

Over 110 people attended and we
raised over $9,000, which will go
toward funding an iPad lab at WHS
as well as other grant requests from
our public schools this spring. We’d
especially like to thank ShopRite Li-
quors and Stew Leonard’s for donat-
ing all the wine and spirits. We’d also
like to acknowledge the incredible
master of magic, Henry Carlyle, who
amazed us all and Sean Garnhart who
set the tone with his wonderful piano

playing.
A big thank you to all the art galler-

ies in town who contributed art for
our auction. Our gratitude also goes
out to all the generous individuals
and merchants who advertised in our
program and contributed other items
to our auction. More thanks go to Jon
Bramnick for entertaining us as he
led our live auction and to Echo Lake
Country Club for their delicious fare
and great service.

Thank you all again for a ‘spirited’
night for such a worthwhile cause.
You can read more about us as at
http://westfieldnj.com/edfund.

Amy Seid and Lori Kraemer
Education Fund of Westfield

What Happened to $6.5
Mil. Animal Shelter?
Once again the Union County Free-

holders have dropped the ball with
their inability to find a suitable loca-
tion for the proposed and funded
Union County Animal Shelter. I can-
not believe their latest lament that
there is no space in all of Union
County. In contrast, San Francisco
has their shelter right in the middle of
that city’s business district and ev-
erybody is happy about it.

One a related, but equally impor-
tant matter, what now has happened
to the $6.5 million which has been
funded by the freeholders for the
Union County Animal Shelter? Vot-
ers should carefully watch what the
freeholders have done with this $6.5
million – especially at election time.

Margaret Sur
Del Air, Md. (formerly of Westfield)

N.J. Motor Vehicle Agency Invites You to ‘Skip the Trip’
As part of our ongoing effort to listen

to the needs of our customers, the New
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission
(MVC) will be implementing Skip the
Trip, the latest in a long line of positive
changes the Christie Administration is
making to improve customer service and
convenience.

Beginning July 1, customers born on
or before December 1, 1964 who need to
renew their driver license or ID will be
allowed to Skip the Trip and renew by
mail. No trip to the MVC, no waiting in
line. Customers can simply drop their
payment and renewal notice in the mail
and within two weeks a new driver li-
cense or ID will be mailed directly to
their home.

Mail renewals will also help to further
reduce wait times, which is important as
the MVC phases in new federal identity

requirements to customers beginning
May 7.

The new federal requirements, regu-
lated by the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security, will require a compliant
driver license or ID to be presented when
used for any federal purposes such as
boarding a domestic flight or entering a
federal facility. The good news is that
enforcement will not begin for customers
born on or before December 1, 1964 until
December of 2017, which is why we have
offered the convenience of renewing by
mail now.

All other customers who apply for a
driver license or ID at an MVC Agency
from May 7 on, including those who
decline to Skip the Trip, will be required
to meet the new federal identity require-
ments we have named TRU-ID: The Real
U. TRU-ID replaces the 6 Point ID Veri-

Education Is of Utmost Urgency for Our Great Country

fication standard currently in use and
streamlines it to three simple steps with-
out worrying about calculating points.

Once a customer meets TRU-ID re-
quirements, the MVC will issue a driver
license or ID that is valid for eight years,
allowing him/her to Skip the Trip four
years later. The document will also be
federally compliant, which is necessary
by December 2014 for customers born
after December 1, 1964. For a full list of
TRU-ID requirements, visit our website
at www.njmvc.gov/tru.

Skip the Trip is only the start of a
number of exciting, new conveniences
the MVC is working on for its customers.
Stay tuned for yet more coming your way
soon.

Raymond Martinez
Chairman and Chief Administrator

NJ Motor Vehicle Commission

Public school education is in crisis.
And so I agree with Governor Christie
that there must be more standardized
testing of high school students before
they can be graduated.

I should know, having been a college
professor of political science for over 20
years. How appalling that so many of my
students were not prepared to be good
citizens let alone voters!

Who was Julius Caesar? Silence and
then one student proudly said, “He in-
vented the salad!”

When is election day? No answer.
Who was Benjamin Franklin? No an-

swer. What is the Capitol? Not the foggi-
est clue.

Name the Chief Justice of the United
States Supreme Court, the Secretary of
the United States Department of the Trea-
sury, our two United States Senators, the
President of Russia, the President of
France…. Silence.

I once asked why the students did not
know more about President Kennedy.
One student replied, “He was not from
our era!”

Such ignorance, what the famous
American historian David McCullough
calls “historical illiteracy,” is bad enough.

But what about not knowing how to
write a term paper? Not knowing what
footnotes are? Being unable to craft a
sentence? Being unable to spell? Or be-
ing unable to make a declarative state-
ment in class?

And what about the lack of curiosity?
Not taking up my offer for an extra one-
half grade if the student would only visit
the local municipal court or President
Grover Cleveland’s birthplace in
Caldwell? Not reading the newspaper or
watching the news on television?

The United States will have to com-
pete in an increasingly difficult global
economic environment. That’s our na-

tional challenge.
But there is the challenge as well to our

democracy, which cannot long survive if
future citizens do not have a solid ground-
ing in American history and a firm under-
standing of our constitutional system of
government.

There is also the challenge to the indi-
vidual student who, lacking fundamental
skills, is thus less able to enjoy all the
glories of life.

There should be no objection to more
standardized testing of high school stu-
dents to insure that they are in fact quali-
fied to be graduated. This should not be a
partisan issue or one that should raise the
dander of the public school establish-
ment. This is a matter of the utmost
urgency for our great country, for our
worldwide envied democracy, and for
the quality of life.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thooid – Wolflike; a jackal
2. Delassation – Fatigue; weariness
3. Wheedle – To flatter or coax
4. Larrikin – A rude, disorderly person

GYMNOTUS
1. South American freshwater electric

eel
2. A naked cell or mass of protoplasm
3. A sports meet
4. An animal having one side male and

the other side female
AMYOUS

1. Having no outlets or pores
2. Friendly; likeable
3. Lacking muscle or muscular strength
4. Drawn up so that it does not touch

the ground; elevated
SIRIASIS

1. In Scots law, a legal stay of proceed-
ings

2. A sunstroke
3. A skin condition, causing extreme

dryness, itchiness, redness and patching
4. A siren or a charm

POLEMY
1. Warfare or opposition
2. A small flying squirrel, native to

Northern Europe
3. A sort of coarse canvas
4. A long handled battle-ax

Mayor Malool Had Bumpy Ride,
SP Needs Local Twp. Manager

Ever since Tom Atkins retired after nearly 30 years as
Scotch Plains township manager four years ago, the
township’s local government has lacked true leadership at
Town Hall. Soon after Mr. Atkins left, Mayor Martin
Marks opted not to seek reelection and Councilwoman
Nancy Malool was elected mayor. Mayor Malool has had
a bumpy road these past four years, partly due to the
economy, but also because of the lack of experience and
knowledge of Scotch Plains and its residents in the
manager’s office.

Scotch Plains hired a relatively unknown manager in
Michael Capabianco at the start of 2009. His only munici-
pal management experience was in Pennsylvania and he
wound up quitting six months into his tenure. This left the
township and Mayor Malool in a bind. Then Chris Marion
was hired out of Monmouth County and he stayed for
almost three years. When he left last month for a position
closer to home, the town once again lost it’s day-to-day
manager which is now in the hands of co-managers
Bozena Lacina, who only joined the township from
Metuchen a few years ago as township clerk, and long-
time construction official and zoning officer Robert
LaCosta. In addition to these “acting” co-managers, the
governing body is now under new Mayor Mary DePaola
whose leadership skills are also unknown.

We believe Mayor Malool was not afraid to make
unpopular decisions such as instituting a sewer tax, but
she seemed to be out done by neighboring Fanwood.
After all, it was Fanwood not Scotch Plans that entered
into an agreement with Union County for a pilot dispatch
services program. While Scotch Plains’ government was
going through battles with the board of directors they
appointed to run the newly formed special improvement

district to boost its business district, Fanwood was ag-
gressively redeveloping its business district.

The Mayor also faced political battles during her
tenure with the most significant occurring after she
endorsed Republican turned Independent Dominick Bratti
for reelection to the council — a decision which put her
at odds with the leadership of the Republican Commit-
tee. In our opinion, the decision to endorse Mr. Bratti
showed Mayor Malool was not just a party “yes” person
and this may be one reason that cost her the party line for
mayor – which was awarded to Mrs. DePaola.

On hiring the next township manager, in our opinion it
is important the township find an individual who has or
is willing to set his/her roots in Scotch Plains for years to
come; Scotch Plains should not be simply a pass through
job for young professionals looking to move up the
ladder to boost their résumés. Neither Mr. Capabianco
nor Mr. Marion had any connection or knowledge of the
township when they were hired. In fact, Mr. Marion was
very active in his hometown of Freehold where he serves
on the local school board. Was there any doubt he would
leave as soon as an administrative post closer to his home
popped up? The same thing occurred in Westfield a
decade ago when the governing body hired Tom Shan-
non as town administrator out of Princeton. He didn’t last
long as he simply did not have a connection to Westfield
like his predecessors Jack Malloy and Ed Gottko.

In the end, Scotch Plains should consider its own
employee base, including Mr. LaCosta, when looking
for a manager to lead the township into the future.

We wish Mayor Malool the best in her new role
running the shared serves division of the state’s Depart-
ment of Community Affairs.

EDUCATION FROM
BOTTOM UP SEEMS

TO WORK


