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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUNNING FOR A CAUSE...The Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA held its “United for a Cause” 5K on Saturday.
Approximately 288 runners participated in the event, which is a collaboration between the “Y” and volunteers from the local
school community. Proceeds from the race will benefit the Livestrong Foundation, the “Y” and fund a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School scholarship for a graduating senior pursuing a health related career field.

Courtesy of Tim Deegan
PUB CRAWL...Former Scotch Plains Mayor Marty Marks and his wife, Lori
Klein, take time out to read the news on a recent vacation to Key West, Florida.
It was the start of Marty’s 50th birthday pub crawl, which began at the southern
most bar in the USA (sans Hawaii) and will end this Friday at The Westwood.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EXPANDING 9-1-1...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times was given a tour of the
Union County dispatch center on North Avenue in Westfield on April 27 by
Andrew Moran, Union County public safety director. Pictured above, dispatcher
Jim Debbie mans one of the sophisticated communication stations. It serves
Fanwood. The center is being expanded to handle additional towns.

Fanwood Council Updates Public
On SP-F Police Merger Status

Brunner School Drop-Off, Park Ave.
Intersection to Be Re-examined

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr, at Tuesday night’s borough
council agenda meeting, indicated
that ongoing committee discussions
of a potential joint Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Police Department “have
started to pick up steam.”

Mayor Mahr reported that the
chief financial officers from both
municipalities have met to review
the two police departments’ bud-
gets; they will next meet with the
two police chiefs.

Mayor Mahr acknowledged that

some “issues” still need to be looked
at, but, she said, “We’re moving
forward.”

Some of the topics still being
discussed include department op-
erational issues, potential develop-
ment of a joint meeting budget, and
service levels, according to the
mayor.

Also at issue is a planned review
by either Scotch Plains’ or
Fanwood’s health consultant re-
garding the scope and costs of po-
lice officers’ health insurance and
benefits.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis

indicated the review will be done
by “whoever is cheaper” of the two
consultants, and the review’s cost
will be split evenly between the two
municipalities.

Mayor Mahr said she expects the
governing body to consider a resolu-
tion authorizing the review at its regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday, May 15.

During public comments, resi-
dents Donna Dolce and Michael
Lewis asked for clarification re-
garding new policies that will allow
residents to pay borough taxes, fees
and certain other charges (such as
those for recreation programs) by
credit card.

A key issue to be ironed out is
whether citizens will be able to pay
by credit card on-line through the
borough’s recently updated website,
as well as in person.

Prior to the agenda meeting, the
governing body held a 20-minute
special meeting to consider a series
of administrative and public works
resolutions.

One of these measures authorizes
a contract for a planning consultant
to develop façade and parking plans
for existing buildings in the area of
Martine and South Avenues.

Mayor Mahr explained the initia-
tive will be financed with the un-
spent $25,000 balance of a 2007
Smart Future grant.

The consultant’s role will be to
develop plans that building owners
could then use to update their exist-
ing properties’ façades, as well as
parking plans for these properties
in response to the build-out of the
downtown in the redevelopment
area, according to the mayor.

Mayor Mahr said the idea is to
“incenticize” building owners and
“show them they have the potential
to redevelop themselves.”

During the related discussion,
Councilman Mike Szuch, asking for
clarification on the scope of the
plans, said, “I want to make sure
we’re equally reaching all down-
town [property] owners” along
South and Martine Avenues.

The council also approved a lease
agreement that will allow Verizon
to take the cell phone antenna spot
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Working
with the police department, the
board of education and neighbor-
hood residents, the township coun-
cil will continue to seek a viable
solution to the parking and traffic
problems around Brunner Elemen-
tary School after scrapping a pilot
program that had been implemented
in early March.

At its conference meeting on
Tuesday, the council agreed to end
what was intended to be a month-
long program to better regulate how
students were dropped off at the
school in the morning while also
restricting parking on some of the
residential streets around the school.
Dealing with competing memoran-
dums on the efficacy of the pro-
gram from Police Chief Brian

Mahoney and Sgt. Ernesto
Hernandez, the traffic safety of-
ficer, the council agreed that
through the end of the school year
in late June, the crossing guard who
has been in place will be retained as
will the marked crosswalk. The
parking restrictions will be lifted
but some limited restrictions may
be reinstated at the discretion of the
police department.

In the meantime, the council will
meet with school officials, police
personnel and residents in an effort
to find a solution that satisfies par-
ents and homeowners. Chief
Mahoney, in a memo to the council,
recommended keeping the pilot pro-
gram in place through the end of the
school year and then discussing
more permanent solutions during

Conditional Use Changes
Considered by FW Board

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough’s
planning board on April 25 accepted
an attorney review with recommen-
dations from attorney Catherine M.
Deappolonio of Palumbo & Renaud
of Cranford, the board’s counsel.
The document addresses condi-
tional land uses within the borough.

The attorney recommended delet-
ing community shelters from the
borough’s Land Use Ordinance be-
cause they are already covered by a
state law which provides for com-
munity residences for developmen-

tally disabled, shelters for victims of
domestic violence, residences for
the terminally ill, or for persons with
head injuries and adult family care
homes for elderly persons and physi-
cally disabled adults as permitted
uses in all residential districts.

Due to this statute, Ms.
Deappolonio said, community shel-
ters cannot be a conditional use in
the borough and this section must
be removed from the ordinance.
Her review also recommended de-
leting apartments located on the
second floor in the borough’s Gen-
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Freeholders Vote to Privatize
Therapy Services at Runnells

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholders voted last Thursday to
privatize occupational, physical and
speech therapy services at Runnells
Specialized Hospital. The $1.9-mil-
lion, one-year contract was given to
Kennett Square-Pa.-based Genesis
ElderCare Rehabilitation Services,
Inc.

The resolution was approved 7-0
by the board (Freeholder Chairman
Al Mirabella and Freeholder Angel
Estrada were absent). According to
the resolution, the contract will save
the county $376,037 while also pro-
ducing $1.5 million in new revenues
for the county.

The county announced 280 layoffs
countywide last month in citing a
$36-million deficit. Of the 280 lay-
offs, 149 are at Runnells, including
five recreation therapy aides, an oc-
cupational therapy aide and a physi-
cal therapy aide, with salaries total-
ing a little over $300,000.

Runnells Administrator Joan
Wheeler said the county decided to
look at privatization as a result of
decreased reimbursement payments
to Runnells from the federal Medic-
aid program in October 2011 for
therapy services rendered to Runnells
residents.

“We looked at our own operation
and with contracted employees and
Union County employees, [we]
thought perhaps we would benefit
from contracting the services,” Ms.

Wheeler told the board. The county
sent out a request for proposals in late
January, to which it received four
responses.

“Genesis provided us with the most
savings and the best revenue genera-
tion,” Ms. Wheeler said.

On another matter, the board ap-
proved 9-1-1 dispatch shared-services
agreements with Scotch Plains,
Springfield and Hillside. The board
previously approved an agreement
with Roselle. The agreements follow
news that the CenCom dispatch ser-
vices based out of Overlook Medical
Center in Summit will soon be shut-
ting down, with those services shift-
ing to the Monmouth-Ocean Hospi-
tal Service Corporation, better known
as MONOC, in Monmouth County.
Trinitas Regional Medical Center in
Elizabeth has shifted its paramedic
calls to MONOC.

Andrew Moran, Union County’s
director of public safety, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
Scotch Plains will pay $6,500 annu-
ally for dispatch services for Emer-
gency Medical Services. Springfield
will pay $24,000 for fire and Emer-
gency Medical Basic Life Support
dispatch services with Hillside and
Roselle each paying $35,000 annu-
ally for the same service. Mr. Moran
said the costs charged to the towns
are based on 9-1-1 call volumes.

“We are anticipating transitioning
them (Scotch Plains, Springfield and
Roselle) over in the next month (to
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County Expanding Dispatch
To Handle Additional Towns

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Union County’s
emergency 9-1-1 dispatch service is
gearing up to take on four additional
towns in the coming weeks as
CenCom’s dispatch service out of
Overlook Medical Center in Summit
prepares to shut down after 30 years
in business.

During a tour last Friday of the
dispatch center at Union County’s
public safety building on North Av-
enue in Westfield, Andrew Moran,
director of public safety, said the
county is expanding from two to nine
consoles as of July 1. The Board of
Chosen Freeholders has approved
shared-services agreements with Hill-
side, Roselle, Scotch Plains and
Springfield. Others previously ser-
viced by CenCom may follow.

“Programs like this grow slow.
Certainly, the CenCom closing sped
up the process a lot,” Mr. Moran said,
noting that the county dispatch will
be able to handle a population of
200,000.

The county has moved its dispatch
center temporarily to the second floor
of the public safety building while
the first-floor dispatch center is be-
ing expanded. Prior to a three-year
pilot program signed with Fanwood
two years ago, the county was only a
backup for emergency medical ser-
vice and fire dispatch calls, Mr. Moran
said.

Calls generally come into munici-
pal police dispatch centers, which
will then switch EMS and fire calls to
the county dispatch. Fanwood goes
directly to the county dispatch.

“It’s a one-button transfer (to switch
calls from police to the county dis-
patch for EMS and fire calls),” Mr.
Moran explained.

“We’re going to be running tests
before we bring on those towns,” Mr.
Moran said.

Mutual aid fire calls will still be
covered by the Elizabeth Police De-
partment. Mr. Moran said the county
would be able to handle mutual aid
calls as a backup to Elizabeth.
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Photo courtesy of Lorre Korecky
OUTSTANDING TEACHER…Frank Uveges, right, an elementary school coun-
selor at Wilson and Tamaques Elementary Schools in Westfield, is recognized by
Board of Education President Richard Mattessich Tuesday night as the Westfield
Rotary Club’s 2012 Philhower Fellowship Award recipient in recognition of
outstanding teaching at the elementary school level. See story page 20.


