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A Bond for School Roof Maintenance
Now to Go With the Sewer Tax?

This Predator Started in Scotch Plains,
Spread to Fanwood and Westfield

Students Given Wrong Assignment by
Teacher Without Critical Thinking

I thought the town’s taxes included
the school budget, which included
maintenance costs/repairs? Now the
town wants to float a bond to cover
the school roof repairs!

The bond is like the new sewer fee
– remember, to stay within the cap,
they removed it from the budget and
made it a fee now.

The town continues to spend and to

stay within the mandated state cap —
They just change spending costs to a
new fee or bond.

The town needs to learn to live
within its’ means. They just spend
too much! Vote your representatives
out!

Donald Fedoryk
Westfield

I would like to bring to the atten-
tion of your readers to an epidemic
that has struck our area for about 12
months now. I am talking about an
individual or individuals who are tar-
geting parked cars and stealing items
out of them.

About 12 months ago, my wife’s
iPhone was removed from our un-
locked car that was parked in our
driveway. Since then I have been fol-
lowing events in the police blotter
and weekly see the same events oc-
curring. The thief is removing loose
change, cell phones, laptops, radar
detectors and, in some cases, even
pocketbooks. More recently I have
seen him becoming emboldened and
breaking windows to loot the cars.

This rash began in Scotch Plains
and has spread through Fanwood to

Westfield. Just last week, cars were
looted on Boynton, Boulevard, Lin-
den, Oak and Gallowae Avenues in
Westfield.

I am uncertain if the police in our
towns share this information and can
see a pattern. For that matter, unless a
patrol car just happens to see the thief
in action, I doubt he will be caught.
Therefore it is incumbent upon us to
realize we don’t live in small town
America.

We must not only make sure that
our cars are locked and alarmed (as I
do now) but, more importantly, re-
move or conceal our valuables in the
car. This might be inconvenient, but
if enough people insure their secu-
rity, this predator will move on.

Bill Gander
Scotch Plains

A recent television newscast re-
ported that students in Fairfax, Va.
were given an assignment to find
faults with the GOP candidates and
report their findings to the Obama re-
election campaign. Why not find
faults with the Democratic nominee,
i.e., the President?

No one with any critical thinking
skills could possibly give this admin-
istration a grade other than F. Obama
came into office with the most politi-
cal capital any president had in recent
memory including Democratic con-
trol of both the House and the Senate.
Unfortunately, he squandered it all.
Is it any wonder that our children in

secondary schools rank 18th out of
36 other industrial nations, accord-
ing to the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development, when
teachers do not use whatever critical
skills they have. Rather, they are led
like sheep by their union to support
an obviously failed presidency. To
give students an assignment to find
faults with GOP nominees is the
wrong assignment. Students should
be asked to find faults with this
administration’s three years of poor
performance.

Bill Keller
Scotch Plains

Hard Not to Conclude That BOE Bond
Issue Sidesteps The Budget Cap

Volunteer Once A Month, Twice A
Month Or Whatever Schedule Allows

Do Westfield residents find it cred-
ible that one fine day in 2012, 80 to
85 percent of the schools’ roofs are
suddenly in serious disrepair? The
conclusion appears inescapable that
Board of Education budgets have for
many years inadequately provided
for roof maintenance or replacement.
Perhaps the more interesting issue is
whether neglect of roofs in the past
was intentional, in order to have more
money to support other areas of the
budget (like teacher salaries), or just
poor management.

It is also hard not to conclude that
this bond issue is a means to sidestep
the budget caps that would have re-
quired budget cuts elsewhere if ap-
propriate budget provisions for roof-
ing had been included historically?
In fact, if the $13.6-million cost had
been provided for in the budget over
the past 10 years, it would have con-
sumed about 1.5 percent of the bud-

get each year.
Of course, the Board has to best

deal with the issue as it now exists.
But residents should be interested in
a little more openness on how we
have suddenly gotten to where so
much roofing is in such bad shape
and we now may need this bond
issue. Have we had professional roof
maintenance and budgetary manage-
ment? Have we had a Board of Edu-
cation that manipulated the system
to, in effect, get around past budget
caps by presenting residents with a
large bill all at once now to be paid for
with a bond issue?

To paraphrase U.S. Senator Everett
Dirksen, $170 for a new sewer fee,
$90 for a roof replacement bond is-
sue, pretty soon, you’re talking real
money.

Jeff Bash
Westfield

Mobile Meals of Westfield is cur-
rently in need of drivers to deliver hot
meals to the elderly and homebound.
Mobile Meals is a private, non-profit
meal delivery program serving the
towns of Westfield, Cranford, Clark,
Garwood, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside. Currently, we have
many openings in our Westfield and
Scotch Plains routes. Mobile Meals
is dedicated to providing freshly pre-
pared, nutritious, hot meals to clients
who are unable to shop and cook for
themselves on either a temporary or
permanent basis.

On a typical day we deliver to
approximately 55 clients. We have
many different routes, and various
days with openings. You can volun-
teer once a month, twice a month or
whatever your schedule allows. The
time for driving is 10:45 a.m. to ap-
proximately noon. If you are looking
to volunteer some of your time to this
worthwhile cause, please call Ed

Murphy at (908) 233-1581.
We operate out of the First Baptist

Church on Elm Street. We have been
generously supported for many years
by the Westfield United Fund, which
we are very grateful for. In addition,
we also receive support from Exxon,
and several other area foundations.
You can find additional information
about Mobile Meals of Westfield by
visiting us on the web at
westfieldnj.com/mobilemeals. We are
fortunate to have a number of dedi-
cated volunteers who currently make
our clients lives easier and brighter.
Please give Ed a call if you would like
to join our team of volunteers!

Mary Doyle
Mobile Meals of Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Perrier – A medieval catapult for

hurling stones
2. Pontacq – A type of red wine
3. Hematemesis – To vomit blood
4. Spiv – A person who lives by his

wits, without doing any work

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

LEVIGATE
1. To run abandon; decamp
2. To rub or grind; to make smooth
3. To impose a tax
4. To comsume by swallowing

DROGUE
1. A West Indian slow-moving coast-

ing craft built for carrying goods
2. A buoy attached to the end of a

harpoon line
3. A sad, mournful song used in funer-

als
4. Roily; muddy; filthy

SIBILANT
1. Prophetic; oracular; mysterious
2. Hissing sound
3. Childish; pertaining to childhood
4. Having to do with blood relation-

ship
SPLEUCHAN

1. In anatomy, a small supplementary
spleen

2. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light
3. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
4. A tobacco or money pouch

Some Things Are More Serious
Than a Prank on April Fools Day

Mark Twain

“The first of April is the day we remember what we
are the other 364 days of the year.” — Mark Twain.

Sunday, most residents will be careful about be-
lieving what they hear or see because of April Fools’
Day. They don’t want to get hooked by a prank.

However, some things are more serious than a
prank such as when Union County last Thursday
announced at the Freeholder meeting the layoff of
280 employees, nearly 10 percent of the workforce
(though less when considering the
dollar amount). We’re confused why
news outlets were completely mum,
not reporting even a peep of such a
weighty situation. This is not an
April Fools event.

The April Fools’ Day tradition is
thought to have started in France
around 1582. Prior to that, the New
Year was celebrated for eight days,
beginning on March 25 and ending
on April 1. Charles IX changed the
calendar then. The Gregorian cal-
endar was introduced, and New
Year’s Day was moved to January
1.

However, news back then trav-
eled by foot, and many did not learn
of the calendar change for several
years. Others refused to accept the new calendar and
continued to celebrate the New Year on April 1. The
populace labeled these people as “fools” and sub-
jected them to ridicule. They were made the butt of
practical jokes.

This tradition of pranks on the first day of April
spread to England and Scotland in the 18th century
and was then introduced to the American colonies.

For the most part, April Fools’ Day is supposed to
be a funfest, where some carry out their brand of
humor at the expense of others.

Pranks on April Fools’ Day range from simply
saying, “Your shoe’s untied!” or perhaps setting a

roommate’s alarm clock back an hour.
Whatever the gag, the trickster ends it by yelling

to his victim, “April Fool!”
This April, Union County finds a big hole in their

budget for the coming year — perhaps precipitated
by poor decisions of the past and facing the reality
of today’s economy. Layoffs from the bottom are the
traditional means for officials and unions to fix a
fools budget. No one’s happy about this, especially

those being laid off. Many agree
that county spending must be low-
ered. Still, we don’t see this being
the best way to deal with the serious
situation of the moment. Those laid
off are hurt and the savings to the
taxpayers may be an illusion as
unemployment payments rise.

Sensing the inevitability a few
years ago, we did a spreadsheet
analysis of the county payroll — a
“What If” 10 percent cost reduction
were forced. The analysis showed
that salary reductions from the top
downward to $50,000 per year
would do the job without necessi-
tating layoffs. (2007 parameters
(2,917 employees) included a 15
percent salary reduction at the top

decreasing linearly to zero at $50,000). We also
mused over those collecting more than one govern-
ment paycheck. This led to more savings and the
generous perks were not even touched. It’s prefer-
ably to knick those at the top that can afford it (and
having steered the ship) rather than clobber those at
the bottom was our thinking.

Traditional management and union thinking of
today surely would label such an approach as a
fool’s plan. Were Samuel Langhorne Clemens alive
today, no doubt we believe, he would repeat: “The
first of April is the day we remember what we are the
other 364 days of the year.”

Region
Tidbits

We Will Not Raise
Taxes on Anyone

For the first time in 10 years, a
majority of New Jersey voters be-
lieve the state is headed in the right
direction. The Democrats’ plan to
place a constitutional amendment on
the ballot (2013) to raise taxes is the
wrong message at the wrong time.
The new message being crafted by
the Democratic majority may appear
to be good politics, but it is bad policy
at a time when we are finally starting
to attract and maintain businesses in
our state.

 The message from Trenton must
be consistent. We will not raise taxes
on anyone and we will end the anti-
business environment that has domi-
nated Trenton politics for years.

Asm. Jon Bramnick
LD-21, Westfield

Port Auth. to Extend
Covanta Contract

TRENTON – A tentative multi-
party agreement has been reached
between the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey and Covanta.
As part of it, equipment will be in-
stalled for improving air quality from
the Essex County Resource Recov-
ery Facility. It calls for Covanta En-
ergy to install a state-of-the-art par-
ticulate emissions control system,
called a baghouse, at the facility lo-
cated in Newark. The facility is owned
by the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey, which it leases to
Covanta Energy under a long-term
agreement. The waste-to-energy fa-
cility generates approximately
500,000 megawatt hours per year of
electricity from municipal solid
waste, while also recycling about
15,000 tons of ferrous metal.

 Governor Chris Christie called on
the Port Authority board to approve a
proposed 20-year solid waste dis-
posal contract with the New York
City Department of Sanitation at its
Thursday, March 29 board meeting.
Revenue from that contract would, in
part, support the cost of emissions
controls. One baghouse will be in-
stalled on each of the Essex facility's
three units, with all three to be com-
pleted by the end of 2016. This is an
aggressive timeline for the engineer-
ing, design and installation of the
baghouses, which will replace the
facility's existing electrostatic pre-
c i p i t a t o r s .

Other air quality improvements will
also result from the proposed con-
tract as diesel emissions from the
trucks hauling waste to the facility
will be reduced. New York City De-
partment of Sanitation trucks either
have the newest and best diesel emis-
sions controls or have been retrofit-
ted with robust controls.

2% CAP ABOUT AS
DINKY AS A METS

FEDORA?

Community College
Adjuncts Unionize

EDISON — According to the
American Federation of Teachers
New Jersey, the 678 Bergen Commu-
nity College adjuncts have joined their
union. Bergen Community College
is the state’s largest community col-
lege with 31,000 students.

The union says their next step is for
the new group to bargain a salary and
benefits contract with the college. As
such, the union states, “It allows us to
better serve the students of Bergen
Community College.” Adjuncts at
other unionized community colleges
have negotiated benefits such as pro-
gressively better pay with experience,
sick days, paid professional develop-
ment courses and timely notifications
of reappointments since adjuncts’
classes are often cancelled based on
enrollment.

The Bergen adjuncts will form a
chapter of the United Adjunct Fac-
ulty of New Jersey (UAFNJ) local,
which represents more than 3,100
adjuncts at Camden, Essex, Hudson,
Mercer, Middlesex, Morris, Passaic,
Sussex, and Union community col-
leges. The UAFNJ is a local of the
American Federation of Teachers
New Jersey, the largest higher educa-
tion union in the state, representing
approximately 20,000 full and part-
time faculty.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Regarding District 7’s Republican County Conventions
I am extremely pleased by the gracious

support of the committee members, par-
ticularly Union County Chairman Phil
Morin who nominated me to be on the
Union County ballot. Morin’s leadership
was bold and challenged the will of the
party establishment. The convention re-
sults, however, were typical of establish-
ment politicians and politicos protecting
their Washington-insider cronies who fail
to measure up to the conservative plat-
form upon which they campaign. In the
Hunterdon County Convention this
Thursday, I anticipate much of the same

blind loyalty to Leonard Lance by com-
mittee members, who choose to let Con-
gressman Lance’s support of job crush-
ing and Obamacare funding legislation
be ignored.

The real measure of what Seventh Dis-
trict Republicans demand in their Con-
gressman will be June 5th when Repub-
licans vote. The voters I’ve spoken with
are ready for an economy tested job cre-
ator who has built businesses and oper-
ated a balanced budget; they’re tired of
politicians who campaign as conserva-
tives back home, but vote for larger gov-

ernment once they get to Trenton or
Washington.

The people of the Seventh District are
conservative. They want a government
that honors the Constitution and is a
responsible steward with tax dollars while
promoting opportunity without killing
jobs or bankrupting our country. I am
confident, on June 5th; the voters of the
Seventh District will make their voices
heard and elect a principled conservative
as their candidate.

David Larsen
Tewksbury

---LD-21---
- Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
Westfield (908) 232-3673
senkean@njleg.org
- Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
Westfield (908) 232-2073
asmbramnick@njleg.org
- Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
Summit (908) 918-0414
aswmunoz@njleg.org

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and
Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and Lin-
den.

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
senkean@njleg.org
Linden (908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
Scotch Plains (908) 668-1900
aswstender@njleg.org
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
Plainfield (908) 561-5757
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District, Rep. Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733


