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GOP Picks Kyrillos, Lance;
Names Freeholder Candidates

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Union County Re-
publicans on Saturday gave the
party line in the Tuesday, June 5,
Primary Election to two-term Con-
gressman Leonard Lance from the
Seventh District by a 139-16 vote
over businessman David Larsen.

Delegates also gave the Republi-
can Party organizational line to
former Massachusetts Governor
Mitt Romney for president; to
Monmouth County state Senator
Joseph Kyrillos for United States
Senate; and to Middlesex County
businessman Eric Beck in the race
for Congress from the 12th Con-
gressional District. Also, Diane
Barabas of Westfield, Chris Nowak
of Cranford and Stephen Kozlovich
of Union were selected to run for
three seats on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

The 90-minute convention drew
216 delegates to Orange Avenue
School in Cranford. Among the
highlights of the morning were state-
ments by Rep. Lance and Mr.
Larsen, who Mr. Lance defeated in
a four-candidate field Primary in
2010.

“It would be foolish of me to
expect that you would give me the
line because we all know how party
politics work,” Mr. Larsen said.
“America is heading in the wrong
direction. Well, you have a clear

choice to change the direction of
America on June 5 (Primary Elec-
tion.)”

He said he has run a successful
business for 35 years where he has
maintained a payroll, balanced a
budget and created jobs. Mr. Larsen
said the Affordability Care Act,
dubbed Obamacare, would “crush
families when businesses they work
for shut down because of the costs
of regulations.”

“My opponent voted for funding
of Obamacare,” Mr. Larsen said,
referring to Mr. Lance. Mr. Larsen
said he would use his business ex-
perience “to fuel job creation” and
“defund and repeal Obamacare.” In
addition, Mr. Larsen said he would
work to eliminate the “burdensome
red tape” and regulations “that
hinder American production and
hinder the American spirit.”

He accused Mr. Lance of hiring
“spin doctors” to deceive GOP vot-
ers that Mr. Lance is a conservative
in a realigned district that is now
more conservative.

“It is time that we nominate a
candidate who will deliver conser-
vative victories in Washington and
be a true, trusted conservative
voice,” Mr. Larsen said of his can-
didacy.

In response, Mr. Lance said he
has voted to cut current spending,
cap future spending and in support
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SMILES...Fanwood Administrator Eleanor McGovern is congratulated by Mayor Colleen Mahr on being honored at the
Union County Commission on the Status of Women’s 20th Annual Women of Excellence Awards Dinner on March 23 in
Garwood. Mrs. McGovern was honored for excellence in government. The Commission calls attention to the contributions
of women who live or work in Union County. Each year, awards given include education, health care, the arts, government,
business, law, community service, technology, women’s advocacy and lifetime achievement.

Paul Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOP ENDORSEMENTS...State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) speaks
on behalf of Mitt Romney for president at the Union County Republicans
Convention on Saturday at Orange Avenue School in Cranford. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Westfield Councilman James Foerst, Scotch Plains Republican
Chairman Bill McClintock, Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th), 12th Congressional District candidate Eric Beck, Kenilworth
Mayor Kathi Fiamingo and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield).

Paul Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAVE OUR JOBS....One of the 280 Union County employees who have received
layoff notices pleads with the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday to reconsider their decision.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A NIGHT FOR WOMEN...Freeholders Deborah Scanlon, left, and Linda
Carter attend Friday night’s Union County Commission on the Status of
Women’s Women of Excellence Awards Dinner at The Westwood in Garwood.
This is Mrs. Scanlon’s 15th and last year on the board.

County Sends Out Layoff Notices
To 280 In Bid to Close Budget Gap

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County sent
layoff notices out to 236 employees
last week, on top of 44 notices de-
livered in February, as the county
looks to trim its payroll by June 1 to
close what Freeholder Fiscal Af-
fairs Committee Chairman Dan
Sullivan described as a “very sig-
nificant budget deficit.” In addition
to the layoffs, another 72 vacant
positions are being eliminated.

“During the past few years, we
have exhausted our options in pre-
venting layoffs, but unfortunately
this year, given the significant bud-

get deficit, there is no alternative,”
Mr. Sullivan said in a prepared state-
ment read at Thursday’s freeholder
meeting.

The layoffs follow program cuts
highlighted by the cancellation of
MusicFest, Rhythm & Blues by The
Brook and Kids Kingdom. Mr.
Sullivan also said the county would
end funding to the Rutgers Coop-
erative Extension of Union County
and eliminate the Union County
Division of Consumer Affairs, as
well as freeze spending at 2011
levels for the Freeholders Scholars,
Senior Scholars and College for
Teens programs. The freeholders,

however, have opted to keep the
Summer Arts Festival concerts, ap-
proving a $59,600 contract to pro-
moter This Is It! Productions of
Hoboken.

Mr. Sullivan said all department
directors were told to cut their bud-
gets by 5 percent from 2011 adopted
budget levels. In addition, Mr.
Sullivan said the freeholders, county
manager and department directors
“all agreed to take a three-day sal-
ary reduction equivalent to what
three unions already accepted.” The
county police, county police supe-
rior officers and Local 68 Engi-
neers bargaining units accepted the
reductions.

He said all these measures com-
bined have reduced the county’s
2012 budget deficit by $10 million.
County Manager Al Faella is ex-
pected to release his executive bud-
get on Thursday, April 5.

Michael Bukosky, a Hackensack-
based attorney representing Coun-
cil 8, the largest county union, said
he came before the freeholders in
February to be able to work with
the county to avoid layoffs.

“Yesterday (March 21), I got the
phone call from my union that said
‘we got a notice that 135 people are
being laid off.’ I said ‘what the heck
happened? What’s going on here?’”
Mr. Bukosky said. He said the union
was only given one meeting with
county representatives the day the
layoff notices went out.

“Don’t just give us the notice that
dinner has been served and we’re
on the plate. That’s not fair, that’s
not right,” Mr. Bukosky said.

Council 8 President Ed Lozinski
said 159 of his 800 members are
being laid off. He said Council 8
members are the lowest paid of the
county’s seven unions. He has heard
the county intends to privatize some
operations at Runnells Specialized
Hospital.

“What is the savings on the
privatization? I still haven’t seen a
piece of paperwork on any savings
on a privatization plan,” Mr.
Lozinski said.

Mr. Lozinski said his members
could not afford the concessions
sought by the county. “I think you
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Passes $85.7 Mil. Budget

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) unanimously
passed the 2012-2013 budget at last
Thursday’s BOE meeting.

According to Board of Education
President Trip Whitehouse, the total
budget for the 2012-2013 year is
$85,690,101, which is up from last
year by $3 million. He said the over-
all tax levy increase is 1.6 percent,
which is within the state-mandated
2-percent cap. Because of the district
serving both Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, Mr. Whitehouse explained
that Scotch Plains taxpayers would
pay 77.8 percent of the tax levy, while

Fanwood residents would pay 22.1
percent.

Mr. Whitehouse stated that the av-
erage increase for Scotch Plains will
equal about $71 on the average
assessed home equaling $121,800
while the average assessed home in
Fanwood of $84,000 will pay $9 over
last year.

Mr. Whitehouse noted that the state
aid given to the district for next year
is $2.7 million. He stated that
$2,199,793 was the original antici-
pated state aid figure and that the
district will use $251,411 of the addi-
tional $551,411 received from the
state as additional revenue in the bud-
get to lessen the tax impact. He noted
that additional aid money will be
used to support “needed technology
purchases.”

He noted that the budget “sup-
ported the strategic plan goals for
technology.” He stated that an addi-
tional mobile computer lab would be
brought to each elementary school
and that the middle-school computer
labs would be updated.

Mr. Whitehouse reported that some
of the curriculum additions to the
2012-2013 budget include AP Cal-
culus/Statistics, Keyboarding, Man-
darin II, Character Education (anti-
bullying interventions) and Profes-
sional Development.

Mr. Whitehouse also noted in his
report that there would be some staff-
ing changes related to enrollment. It
was noted that Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School enrollment
was expected to increase by 75 stu-
dents, increasing teaching positions
by one or two. It was reported that
increased enrollment at the middle-
school level also is anticipated, thus
requiring another one or two addi-
tional positions.

In budget reports of prior BOE
meetings, it was noted that the custo-
dial and maintenance line of the bud-
get had decreased by $919,187. The
reason given for the reduction was
that previously a $1.2-million main-
tenance fund had been appropriated.
In his report on Thursday evening,
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Cranford Puts Off Action On
Limiting Feeding of Wildlife

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — After receiving
comments from residents concerned
about the scope of a proposed ordi-
nance that would sharply limit the
feeding of wildlife on public and
private property, the township com-
mittee put off a vote on the ordi-
nance so that its language could be
more closely examined and fine-
tuned.

At its regular meeting on Tues-
day, the township committee was
set to vote on the ordinance, which
would “prohibit the feeding of un-
confined wildlife in or on any pub-
lic or private property” in an effort
to “protect public health, safety and
welfare.” But Commissioner Lisa
Adubato-Nesi said that committee
members had received “a number
of comments” from residents over
the past few weeks expressing con-
cerns about the ordinance, leading
the governing body to agree to put

off formal action until April 10.
Several residents also expressed

their concerns at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, with a Holly Street resident
saying that the ordinance, if en-
acted, would mean that “I can’t do
what I want on my own property.”
She raised the notion of residents
being fined for feeding birds. Ms.
Adubato-Nesi said that while bird-
feeding is specifically permitted in
the ordinance, she was “troubled
about the private-property issue.”

She added that she felt “the ordi-
nance itself is necessary” and that
“these types of ordinances are very,
very common in New Jersey.” Last
month, Ms. Adubato-Nesi said the
ordinance was aimed primarily at
curbing the feeding of deer, a prac-
tice she said had led to other wild-
life, including foxes, coming into
residential neighborhoods. This
week, she also noted the impact on
storm water runoff from increased
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