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Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
APPROVED...During a special meeting held March 14, the Westfield Board of Adjustment voted unanimously to grant
several variances being requested to allow Urban Outfitters to renovate and occupy the building at 154 East Broad Street.
The facade of the historic Westfield Trust Company building, pictured above, will remain unchanged. The meeting was
attended by Arthur Attenasio, attorney for the property owners, who is shown appearing before the board.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
SPRING HAS SPRUNG...For once, the warm weather is in sync with the arrival
of the first official day of spring.

Courtesy of Sherry Cronin
CAUGHT!...Doing a good deed.  Neil Morrison of the Green Up Crew was spotted
on March 17 working with daughters, Kelly and Olivia,  cleaning up debris, leaves
and branches at the South Side train station in Westfield. Community volunteerism
is alive and well in Westfield.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
BIG PLANS...Dimitri Costa presents the Westfield Town Council with concepts
for his Eagle Scout project to make improvements at Brightwood Park at its
meeting on Tuesday night.

Urban Outfitters to Occupy
Historic Westfield Trust Building
By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During a special
meeting held March 14, the Westfield
Board of Adjustment voted unani-
mously to grant several variances
being requested to facilitate a lease
agreement between Poly C LLC, Serf
Realty LLC, and Urban Outfitters to
renovate and occupy the historic
Westfield Trust Company building at
154 East Broad Street at the corner of
East Broad and Elm Streets.

According to Edward Glackin of
Colin Development LLC, the build-
ing has been vacant since the previ-
ous tenant, Wachovia Bank, left in
2008.

“Despite our marketing efforts, we
had trouble finding a tenant,” Mr.
Glackin said. “Urban Outfitters is the
only tenant that would preserve the
outside integrity of the building.”

The proposed lease was dependent
on the Board of Adjustment granting
variation relief from the town’s land
use ordinance that only allows for
storage in a basement. The proposed
plans – developed by architect Den-
nis Flynn – incorporated the original
bank vault as retail space, as well as
an employee break room, and a
manager’s office, all located on the
basement level.

The plans compared the building
as it was during a field survey con-

ducted in 2008, to what Urban Out-
fitters would design. The upper level
mezzanine, which was previously
closed in and used as office space,
would be used as retail area as well as
some storage. The main level would
also be used as retail space. The sur-
vey shows that there was already a
break room located in the basement,
as well the safe deposit box area and
the vault.

Liam Sullivan, development man-
ager for Urban Outfitters, told the
board that it was the “uniqueness and
character” of the building that they
found appealing. “It is our intent to
preserve the integrity of the build-
ing,” Mr. Sullivan said.

When questioned by board mem-
ber Mark Doherty about why using
the basement was a necessity, Mr.
Sullivan explained that having the
offices and storage downstairs would
allow for more retail space upstairs,
as well as the ability to open the
mezzanine up, and uncover original
architectural details.

Store design manager Joe Kenney
discussed the proposed renovations
in further detail, telling the board that
the side windows and grates, as well
as the cornices would remain as is,
and the exterior would be painted
off-white. The side windows flank-
ing the front entrance would be low-
ered to street level, and the entryway
vestibule would be renovated, includ-
ing the addition of taller, grander
front doors.

The other variances being sought
for the renovations were from ordi-
nances prohibiting a barricade sign,
which would temporarily be erected
to protect pedestrians from the con-
struction areas, as well as ordinances
prohibiting the proposed placements
of the permanent exterior signage.

The front sign would be added
right above the entryway, and the two
signs on either side of the building
would be located between existing
signs and the windows, in what Mr.
Kenney described as the most “logi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Council Receives Update
On Geese Deterrent Project

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Council heard an update on  Tues-
day night on the progress of deter-
ring geese from nesting in
Mindowaskin Park. The council also
gave the green light for an Eagle
Scout project at Brightwood Park
and approved several requests.

Alex Tkacenko of Goose Runners
also was on hand to update the coun-
cil on his company’s progress in
changing goose nesting habits in
Mindowaskin Park. To date, the town
has spent $3,000 on this endeavor
and is sharing the cost with the Friends

of Mindowaskin Park.
Thus far, Goose Runners has been

using border collies to scare off the
geese. Mr. Tkacenko said the dogs
are trained to “sheep dog standards”
and do not harm the geese, but herd
them away. This year, the town has
chosen to add the practice of “egg
addling,” where Mr. Tkacenko’s
company will shake the eggs to
prevent them from hatching. Mr.
Tkacenko told the council that
“when they hatch here, they come
back” to nest. He also said his com-
pany has been working in Fairview
Cemetery for several years, noting
that when the company started there
were 10 to 12 nests and there have
been none for the past two years.

Dimitri Costa of Troop No. 273
presented the council with a con-
cept plan to make improvements to
Brightwood Park on Prospect Street.
Dimitri is working toward attaining
the rank of Eagle Scout. He is pro-
posing to fix benches around the
lake by replacing broken boards
and removing graffiti. He also will
install mile markers around the trail,
something he told the council resi-
dents he spoke to fully endorsed.

After the council gave approval
for the project,  Mayor Andy

Skibitsky said, “It looks great,
Dimitri; well done.”

The governing body also gave
approval for the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council to hold an exotic
car show in Parking Lot 8 along the
railroad on North Avenue on Sun-
day, May 20, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m., with a rain date of Sunday,
May 27.

Additionally, the council ap-
proved a request from the Garden
Club to plant flowers in front of the
Reeve House History and Cultural
Resources Center, located at 314
Mountain Avenue. The club will
maintain the plantings.

In other business, the council re-
viewed several resolutions to be voted
on at next week’s public meeting,
including the demolition application
for a home at 209 Sunset Avenue.

Also slated for a vote next week
is a resolution approving sidewalk
cafe licenses for Crumbs Bake Shop,
Isabella’s American Bistro,
Jeffrey’s, Mojave Grill, Panera,
Starbucks, Theresa’s, Xocolatz,
Swirl Whirl and Casa Di Pizza. The
Rialto Theatre also has filed for its
annual theater license renewal,
which the council is expected to
approve next week.

Garwood BOE Approves
$8.4-Mil. Tentative Budget

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education approved Tues-
day a tentative budget for the 2012-
2013 school year totaling
$8,439,831, which includes a gen-
eral fund of $7,682,554 and special
revenues of $134,160, with
$7,250,529 to be raised in taxes.

Taxes would be raised 2 percent,
said Janine Murray, the board’s
business administrator. A public
hearing to discuss the budget will
be held Thursday, March 29, at 7:30
p.m. at the Lincoln School.

The proposed budget represents
an increase of $262,226 in tax levy
and a $461,342 hike in spending
for the budget.

Since the district moved its elec-
tion to November, and the budget is
at the 2-percent cap, the budget will
not be voted on by the public. BOE
Finance Committee Chairwoman
Sue Groning said the district “would

not lose anything,” such as staff and
services, with the budget as it stands.

Cranford’s Brookside Place
School’s first grade class told a story
and sang a song they wrote with
their teacher, Donna Schlencker and
Principal Michael Klimko, at the
start of the meeting to emote their
thankfulness to the Garwood Board
Education. Cranford Superinten-
dent Gayle Carrick and Mary
Venditti, president of the Cranford
Board of Education, thanked the
board for allowing Brookside to
use Garwood’s Washington School
for 104 days while Brookside was
renovated after the destruction
caused by Hurricane Irene.

Washington School has been
closed and this month was leased to
the Westfield Area “Y” for five
years. The “Y” has yet to open the
new facility.

From September to December
there were three suspensions, as

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF BOE Continues Budget,
Borrowing Discussions

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A discussion on
whether to go forward with a bond
referendum to replace approximately
80 percent of the district’s roofs was
held Tuesday evening at the Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) meeting.
The possibility of a $13,600,000, dis-
trict-wide roof replacement project
had been discussed twice before at
other March board meetings.

Last week, George Duthie, an ar-
chitect with the firm Fraytak, Veisz,
Hopkins and Duthie (FVHD), spoke
regarding the proposed project. Ac-
cording to Mr. Duthie’s findings, be-
cause of the magnitude of the work,
his opinion was to fund the project
through a bond issue. He reported
that if the district wanted to have the
project done in the summer of 2013,
then the board needed to approve the
project no later than March 27, 2012.
This, he explained, would give the
needed time to have the referendum
done by September so that bidding
could be completed by late winter/
early spring of 2013 and construc-
tion could begin by the summer. Ac-
cording to his timeline, he said he
expects the project to be completed
by August 2013.

Mr. Duthie had explained that ap-
proximately 80 to 85 percent of the
roofs in the district had deteriorated
and required immediate attention. He
also stated that construction costs
remain favorable due to the current
depressed state of the industry.

It had previously been explained
that, based upon information received
from the district’s bond counsel, for a
20-year bond term it would cost the
average Westfield household $90 per

year. This was based on an assessed
home value of $182,000.

Some board members wanted to
explore the option of perhaps putting
the referendum on a November time-
table, but it was explained that it
would then delay the bidding process
until later in the spring, making it
harder to get a favorable quote and
harder to find construction firms that
were not already involved in other
projects. Westfield Board of Educa-
tion Interim Business Administrator
Vince Yaniro further noted that since
it was such a big project, “not just one
or two contractors can do all these
roofs in just one summer.”

Board member Mitchell Slater also
noted that interest rates are starting to
increase now and that the better deal
for the district would be to act sooner
rather than later.

Board members asked if Mr. Yaniro
could give them a full report at next
week’s meeting regarding informa-
tion on all the district’s previous
bonds.

Board member Jane Clancy gave a
report on the condition of the Edison
Intermediate School field, stating that
adding $1.5 million to the bond would
improve the field and could fund a
turf field. She noted that a report
originally done in 2010 stated that
the field needed work because of its
continuous use. She stated that be-
cause of past budget restrictions, this
project had not been pursued.

Mrs. Clancy noted that the $1.5
million needed for the turf field would
be in addition to the $13,600,000
bond.

Both this week and last week there
was much discussion about the con-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
SPRING FLOWERS...The garden of a residence on Lawrence Avenue shows an
array of spring colors as daffodils and hyacinth line the flower bed.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
PIECE OF THE PIE...The Westfield Town Council presented the public with a
pie chart breaking down the $36.95 2012 munical budget into allocations at its
meeting held March 13.

Marion Resigning as SP Mgr.
For Position in Old Bridge

Peter Griesmer for The Westfield Leader
HARD AT WORK...Scotch Plains Township Manager Chris Marion, pictured,
left in background,  discusses the proposed 2012 municipal budget last Thursday.
Police Chief Brian Mahoney, right, was on hand to discuss details of the police
department’s budget.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
Municipal Manager Chris Marion
announced his resignation on March
12, effective March 30, to take the
position of business administrator
in Old Bridge Township.

Mr. Marion, a resident of Free-
hold in Monmouth County, has
served as Scotch Plains manager
since June of 2009, replacing
Michael Capabianco who resigned
suddenly after only six months on
the job. Mr. Capabianco had re-
placed Tom Atkins who was man-
ager for 28 years. Prior to joining
the township, Mr. Marion served as
municipal manager in West Windsor
and Marlboro. He has served on the
Freehold Board of Education for
the past six years.

Old Bridge has 63,000 residents
and 40 square miles compared to
Scotch Plains, which has 23,000
residents and nine square miles, Mr.
Marion said, noting that Old Bridge
is facing difficult financial deci-
sions and had to lay off 10 police
officers earlier this month.

“I was very happy in Scotch Plains
Township,” Mr. Marion told The
Westfield Leader. “It’s a career op-
portunity that I would like to pur-
sue.”

He said he would be finishing the
municipal budget this week for in-
troduction on March 20  and would
hold budget workshops with the
council the remainder of the month.
Mr. Marion also will attend the
township’s Tuesday, April 17 bud-
get public hearing and adoption vote.

When reached for comment Mon-
day night, Mayor Nancy Malool
said Township Clerk Bonnie Lacina
and Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta
would serve as co-managers until a
new manager is hired.

“It was not a shock to me but I am
very sad to see him go because I
think he was very good for Scotch
Plains,” Mayor Malool said of Mr.
Marion’s decision. “He needs to do
what’s good for him. I understand
that. So I am not happy about it, but
I support him in what he needs to
do.”

The mayor said she is concerned
that the township’s track record of
having had three managers in four

years and the fact this is a mayoral
election year in Scotch Plains could
make the manager’s position unat-
tractive to potential job applicants.
A council seat also will be on the
ballot this year. The council makeup
is currently two Republicans and
two Democrats, with Republican
Mayor Malool as the tiebreaker.

“My only hope is that we’re able
to find somebody good and not take
five steps backward because we re-
ally were able to move forward with
Chris,” Mayor Malool commented,
noting that morale among munici-
pal staff was impacted when mu-
nicipal manager searches had to be
conducted in both 2008 and 2009.

The mayor said the applicant pool
for the manager’s job was weak in
2009. “Finding Chris was like find-
ing a gem in a pile of ordinary
rocks,” Mayor Malool said, adding
that she believes Scotch Plains is
“in much better shape now than we
were then” with the changes made
by Mr. Marion.

In addition to Scotch Plains, there
are openings for administrators in
Washington Borough in Warren
County and Florham Park in Essex
County, according to classifieds on
the website of the New Jersey
League of Municipalities.

Mr. Marion said he would assist
in the recruitment process for a new
manager and would be “available
to the acting co-managers as long
as they need me to be.”

“I want to make sure I leave things
in good order,” Mr. Marion said.

Mayor Malool said she was not in
favor of hiring an executive search
firm to hire the next manager. In
2009 the township contracted with
Jersey Professional Management
(JPM) for $10,000. The recruitment
effort for a new manager was to be
discussed in private session by the
mayor and council on Tuesday
night.

Scotch Plains Democratic Party
Chairman Lou Beckerman de-
scribed Mr. Marion as “a very able
administrator.”

“He was very good at implement-
ing stuff. He did his job well,” Mr.
Beckerman told The Times. He also
described Mr. Marion as “well spo-
ken, well respected and a pleasure
to deal with.”

cal placement.” All three signs would
be raised slightly away front the wall,
and illuminated by lights from be-
low. Additionally, a call box would
be added at the East Broad Street side
entrance, for those requiring the use
of the accessible entrance. Interior
renovations would include removing
faux marble, and exposing the origi-
nal concrete ceiling, as well as
terracotta walls. The oculus would
also be maintained.

When questioned by board mem-
bers whether the site would have been
considered without the use of base-
ment, Ms. Sullivan responded by say-
ing. “We probably would have passed,
or needed to add a full second floor,
which wouldn’t have maintained the
character.”

Paul Grygiel of PPG LLC, Planning
and Real Estate Consultants, cited the
atypical triangular shape and position
of the building, causing “everything
to be on display” and justifying the
need for the sign variance.

“This is a creative reuse of an exist-
ing building that can be used for a
new purpose,” Mr. Grygiel said. “It
would be a benefit to the downtown
to have retail in a currently empty
building.”

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel described the application
as a “unique opportunity, designed
perfectly to fit in our downtown.”

He said the building was originally
designed for the basement area to be
included in the gross floor area. With
the grand stairs leading down to the
vault, which had previously been used
for staff areas and patrons by the
bank, Urban Outfitters is “reestab-
lishing something that is designed to
occur in the space,” Mr. Heinbokel
said.

Board member Francis Smith
added that, “The signs are scaled
appropriately for the building size,
which is larger than others.”

The board unanimously approved
the application, with the condition
that proposed new HVAC units lo-
cated on the roof not be visible from
the street level, and that the building
is painted off-white, as was presented
in the plans.

Poly C LLC and Serf Realty LLC
has owned the building since 2008
when it acquired it for $2.7 million,
according to the New Jersey Tax As-
sessors’ website. Taxes on the build-
ing, which is assessed at $566,000,
are $45,500.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Board of Adjustment

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
BON VOYAGE!…At the top of Act I, the cast of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Repertory Theatre leans to stage right to simulate the roll of the ship, the S.S.
America, in the number “Bon Voyage” from Anything Goes. See story on page 22.

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
EIGHTY YEARS AND COUNTING...Union County Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella, right, joins Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), second from left, and
Springfield Mayor Ziad Andrew Shehady, left, in congratulating Springfield
Free Public Library Director Susan Permahos, center, and Board of Trustees
President Shelley Stangler on the 80th anniversary of the library during a
reception held at the library on March 18. For more information about the
Springfield Free Public Library, visit springfieldpubliclibrary.com.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET PRESENTATION...Residents fill Town Hall to listen in as the Westfield
Town Council presents the 2012 municipal budget at its meeting March 13. A
$36.95 million budget, as well as a seperate sewer fee bill were both passed.

well as three incidents of bullying
in the district, said Superintendent
Teresa Quigley in her report. From
the February 21 through March 20,
there were six reports of bullying,
four were considered normal and
two were considered bullying, she
said.

Negotiations Committee Chair-
man John Sullivan said the Garwood
Education Association and the
board of education are discussing
salary guides. The teacher’s asso-
ciation and the district have reached
an agreement, however, the con-
tract has yet to be ratified. “A tenta-
tive agreement is reached; we are
going back and forth on salary
guides,” Mr. Sullivan said.

“It’s the last detail that needs to
be addressed before both parties
ratify the agreement,” said board
attorney John Geppert, who said
the ratification of the contract is
“imminent.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW BOE

MS BOE Makes Last Effort
For School Bus Waivers

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Unless the
Mountainside School Board receives a
significant public response by tomor-
row, Friday, the board may be forced to
increase its budget by $95,000.

The district is encouraging parents
to consider waiving district-provided
transportation if it is not needed.

“It’s really, at this point, in the hands
of the parents,” Interim Business Ad-
ministrator Daniel Saragnese told The
Westfield Leader.

The district has extended its waiver
deadline by one week, to tomorrow.
Mr. Saragnese said a second mailing
has been sent to Governor Livingston
(GL) High School parents, and an e-
mail blast was forwarded to all K-8
parents.

Calling it a “very sad thing,” Mr.
Saragnese said he and the board may
be “confronted with a circumstance,
next Tuesday, where [we] actually have
to raise extra tax dollars to put half-
empty buses back on the road because
we did not get the cooperation we were
looking for, at a time when the board’s
in difficult straits and enrollment is
growing.”

State law uses distance – from home
to school – as the determining factor
whether a student gets bused. The
board must provide transportation for
any child, from kindergarten through
eighth grade, who lives at least two
miles from school; likewise, the board
must transport high school students
who live 2.5 miles away.

“Those are the people we’re trying
to get to cooperate because the stud-
ies we’ve done show a vast majority
of them, on a day-to-day basis, do not
use the bus and strictly hold the seats
for a matter of convenience,” he said.

The district does not own any buses;
rather, it contracts five. Running
twice, buses first pick up students
and take them to GL in Berkeley
Heights. Then, the buses come back
through Mountainside and do a sec-
ond run, picking up Deerfield and
Beechwood students and dropping
them off.

In order to eliminate two routes and

one bus, the district would need 50
waivers from GL parents and 50 sig-
natures from K-8 parents. If the dis-
trict were “lucky enough” to get 100
responses each, Mr. Saragnese said
the district could eliminate four routes
and two buses. This, he said, would
save in excess of $90,000.

If waivers are not received, the
district’s $15-million budget would
have to be amended, and money would
have to be returned in order to account
for the difference.

“That would be about 2 cents on the
tax rate that I really don’t want to do,
but if I don’t get the waivers, I’m not
going to have a choice,” the adminis-
trator said.

The district currently spends
$841.14 per-pupil on transportation
costs.

 “That’s totally outrageous to be
spending that kind of money on trans-
portation,” he said. “It’s just blatant
extravagance and waste, and in a dis-
trict this small, with the budget param-
eters we have in place right now, if you
want to have more technology and
control class sizes, you just can’t spend
that kind of money running half-empty
buses.”

The money saved by eliminating
extra buses would be equivalent to the
superintendent hiring a teacher with
benefits and providing a classroom aide.

Venessa Rittman, co-President of the
Mountainside PTA, shared the district’s
concern.

“Basically, I would say that the PTA
supports the BOE’s efforts to keep the
district within our budget, especially
when saving money in an area such as
busing may afford us the ability to
lower some of our class sizes,” she said.

When asked if the difficulty is now
communicating that information with
the public, she said, “It’s not necessar-
ily the communication, but more of
understanding how it can help the dis-
trict, I think. Not enough people attend
or watch the BOE meetings to have
heard all of the questions asked about
the waiver, questions that they them-
selves may have but haven’t come forth
to ask. It’s also scary for parents who
may rely on the busing, even if only in
a limited way, to give up that right.”

Mr. Saragnese said some parents
are hesitant to sign the waiver, as they
are concerned about a change in cir-
cumstance, such as a job loss, affect-
ing their needs in the future. However,
he said the board’s policy accounts for
such a need. In addition to the waiver,
parents receive a “form to rescind” if
needs change. This, he said, was “the
most legitimate concern.”

Conversely, he said he is “both-
ered” by hearing, indirectly, that GL
parents “don’t want to give up the bus
ride because they don’t want their kids
driving to and from school in the
snow...I find that a little bit flimsy. If it
snows, school is closed. I’m not buy-
ing that excuse too much. The only
happenstance where that might occur
is a mid-day storm when we do an
early dismissal.”

Mr. Saragnese said the issue comes
down to “Economics 101.” “You have
limited resources,” he said. “Do you
want a teacher or school buses? I’ve
only got money for one or the other.
What’s it gonna be?”

To see the waiver, visit
mountainsideschools.org.

cern over adding another project to
the cost. Board member Gretchen
Ohlig stated, “If the roofs are the
number one priority, then maybe we
should just consider the roofs.”

Board member Ann Cary stated
that the board’s legislative commit-
tee would meet within the next week
and would reach out to the state to let
the state know the roofs are in disre-
pair.

Board President Richard
Mattessich stated that if the board
wanted to include the turf field project
in the bond it had until June to decide
if it wanted to drop it. Additionally, if
the turf field project is not included in
the bond next week, it then cannot be
added on afterwards. Also, Mr. Yaniro
noted, a $28,000 Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP) study
was mandatory for the district to con-
duct before any work could be done
to the field.

Finally, Mr. Yaniro gave a brief
presentation about the special ser-
vices and salary portion of the 2012-

2013 budget. According to Mr. Yaniro,
the salaries and benefits portion of
the budget has less than a 1-percent
increase from last year and repre-
sents 74 percent of the total budget.

It also was reported that out of
6,335 students, 806 “receive addi-
tional help as needed during a school
day.” Mr. Yaniro noted that with out-
of-district placements, related con-
tracted services like occupational
therapy, in-district classroom supplies
and extended school year programs
for children who require them, the
district will spend $9,045,714. This,
he noted, will make up 22.7 percent
of the budget. It additionally was
noted that the majority of the
$3,678,839 received in state aid and
tuition was for special education.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, March
27, when a public hearing on the
district budget is scheduled. It will be
held at the Board of Education Ad-
ministration Building at 302 Elm
Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Board of Ed.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SPECIAL THANKS...Cranford’s Brookside Place School first graders told a
story and sang a song they wrote along with their teacher, Donna Schlencker,and
Principal Michael Klimko, at the start of the Garwood Board of Education
meeting to emote their thankfulness to the board for letting them use Washington
School for 104 days while Brookside was renovated after the destruction caused
by Hurricane Irene.

Courtesy of  Bill Sherman
SALUTE...Troop No. 104 welcomes 20 new Boy Scouts in a “New Scout Investi-
ture” ceremony held Monday.  The scouts received their “Troop Colors” (necker-
chiefs) and were awarded their Scout Rank badges (the first step along their Boy
Scouting trail).  Troop No. 104 meets at 7:30 p.m. at the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains every Monday that school is in session.  Those interested
are invited to stop by or contact troop leaders at T-104-Leaders@yahoogroups.com.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BON VOYAGE!…At the top of Act I, the cast of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Repertory Theatre leans to stage right
to simulate the roll of the ship the S.S. America in the number “Bon Voyage” from Anything Goes. See story on page 22.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPRING FLOWERS...The garden of a residence on Lawrence Avenue shows an
array of spring colors as daffodils and hyacinth line the flower bed.

Peter Griesmer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HARD AT WORK...Scotch Plains Township Manager Chris Marion, pictured,
left in background,  discusses the proposed 2012 municipal budget last Thursday.
Police Chief Brian Mahoney, right, was on hand to discuss details of the police
department’s budget.

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
80 YEARS AND COUNTING...Union County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella,
right, joins Congressman Leonard Lance, second from left, and Springfield
Mayor Ziad Andrew Shehady, left, in congratulating Springfield Free Public
Library Director Susan Permahos, center, and Board of Trustees President
Shelley Stangler on the 80th anniversary of the library during a reception held
at the library on March 18. For more information about the Springfield Free
Public Library, visit springfieldpubliclibrary.com.

Marion Resigning as SP Manager
For Position in Old Bridge

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
Municipal Manager Chris Marion
announced his resignation on March
12, effective March 30, to take the
position of business administrator in
Old Bridge Township.

Mr. Marion, a resident of Freehold
in Monmouth County, has served as
Scotch Plains manager since June of
2009, replacing Michael Capabianco
who resigned suddenly after only six
months on the job. Mr. Capabianco
had replaced Tom Atkins who was
manager for 28 years. Prior to joining
the township, Mr. Marion served as
municipal manager in West Windsor
and Marlboro. He has served on the
Freehold Board of Education for the

past six years.
Old Bridge has 63,000 residents

and 40 square miles compared to
Scotch Plains, which has 23,000 resi-
dents and nine square miles, Mr.
Marion said, noting that Old Bridge
is facing difficult financial decisions
and had to lay off 10 police officers
earlier this month.

“I was very happy in Scotch Plains
Township,” Mr. Marion told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “It’s
a career opportunity that I would like
to pursue.”

He said he would be finishing the
municipal budget this week for intro-
duction on Tuesday and would hold
budget workshops with the council
the remainder of the month. Mr.
Marion also will attend the township’s

Tuesday, April 17 budget public hear-
ing and adoption vote.

When reached for comment Mon-
day night, Mayor Nancy Malool said
Township Clerk Bonnie Lacina and
Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta would
serve as co-managers until a new
manager is hired.

“It was not a shock to me but I am
very sad to see him go because I think
he was very good for Scotch Plains,”
Mayor Malool said of Mr. Marion’s
decision. “He needs to do what’s good
for him. I understand that. So I am not
happy about it, but I support him in
what he needs to do.”

The mayor said she is concerned
that the township’s track record of
having had three managers in four
years and the fact this is a mayoral
election year in Scotch Plains could
make the manager’s position unat-
tractive to potential job applicants. A
council seat also will be on the ballot
this year. The council makeup is cur-
rently two Republicans and two
Democrats, with Republican Mayor
Malool as the tiebreaker.

“My only hope is that we’re able to
find somebody good and not take
five steps backward because we re-
ally were able to move forward with
Chris,” Mayor Malool commented,
noting that morale among municipal
staff was impacted when municipal
manager searches had to be conducted
in both 2008 and 2009.

The mayor said the applicant pool
for the manager’s job was weak in
2009. “Finding Chris was like find-
ing a gem in a pile of ordinary rocks,”
Mayor Malool said, adding that she
believes Scotch Plains is “in much
better shape now than we were then”
with the changes made by Mr. Marion.

In addition to Scotch Plains, there
are openings for administrators in
Washington Borough in Warren
County and Florham Park in Essex
County, according to classifieds on
the website of the New Jersey League
of Municipalities.

Mr. Marion said he would assist in
the recruitment process for a new
manager and would be “available to
the acting co-managers as long as
they need me to be.”

“I want to make sure I leave things
in good order,” Mr. Marion said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Council Reduces Tax Increase
By Using Surplus From Utility

By PETER GRIESMER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Shortly after
the Scotch Plains mayor and council
reconvened last Thursday’s budget
workshop meeting, Councilman
Kevin Glover made a motion to move
$100,000 from the town’s sewer util-
ity surplus to its municipal operating
budget. His motion passed by a 3-2
vote, with Mayor Nancy Malool and
Councilman Mickey Marcus support-
ing, and Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola
and Councilman Bo Vastine opposed.

The township currently holds a
$899,000 surplus for sewer utility, a
fund now in its fourth year of opera-
tions independent of the municipal
budget. Whereas Township Manager
Chris Marion’s original budget pro-
posal of $23.6 million would have
resulted in a $46.28, or 2.66 percent,
increase from last year’s municipal
property tax for the average $121,800
assessed home, the $100,000 trans-
fer will reduce that increase to $34.10,

or 1.96 percent. The total to be raised
in taxes is $15.8 million.

According to Mr. Marion, the fund
balance afforded by the surplus has
been used to offset steep rate in-
creases ever since it came about.

Although it was not known exactly
how much the transfer would allow
the town to lower its tax rate increase,
Mr. Glover was confident at the time
of the meeting that it would be more
than enough to meet the 2-percent

cap for annual increases in the mu-
nicipal tax rate mandated by the state.

Despite the slight difference be-
tween the $1,789 that the average
household would have paid in the
municipal tax and the $1,777 that
they will now pay, both Mr. Glover
and Mayor Malool said that the move
was also meant to give something
back to the taxpayer.

“Whatever you can do to help the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10Fanwood Introduces Budget

With Minimum Tax Hike
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council introduced its $8.8-
million budget Tuesday night. The
budget provides the same level of
services and does not result in any
layoffs. Fanwood residents can ex-
pect their overall property-tax bills to
increase $55 in 2012.

Despite total appropriations drop-
ping from 2011’s $9.08-million level,
the municipal tax levy will go up
“very slightly,” Chief Financial Of-
ficer Fred Tomkins said on Tuesday.
The levy will rise by one-third of 1
percent, from $5.59 million to $5.61
million. This will result in a $7.67
municipal increase for an average
home assessed at $87,536. The school
tax will increase $10.85, and if county
government spends up to the 2-per-
cent levy cap, Fanwood residents can
expect a $38 surcharge from Eliza-
beth. All told, property taxes should
increase about $55 for Fanwood resi-
dents.

Council President Russell Huegel,
serving as acting mayor, said, “A $7
[municipal] increase doesn’t happen
by accident.”

Later in the meeting, responding to
a resident, he said Mayor Colleen
Mahr and previous councils “fore-
saw” redevelopment as a means of
aiding future budgets. In 2012, he
said, “shared services are becoming
that phenomenon,” and the borough
will continue to move in that direc-
tion.

The largest single line-item in-
crease, Mr. Tomkins detailed, was
PARSA (Plainfield Area Regional
Sewerage Authority) expenditures,
which rose $59,126.

Mr. Tomkins, who noted that
Fanwood is one of the only munici-
palities in the area that has not created
its own sewer utility, said the commu-
nity “cannot sustain this type of in-
crease” forever. He suggested creat-
ing a dedicated utility in the coming
years.

In 2009, the Scotch Plains council
voted 3-1 to create a sewer utility that
charges residents based on their wa-
ter usage; this is in addition to a flat
fee that every resident pays. Mayor
Nancy Malool, at that time, said the
township “had no other choice” be-
cause it had to meet that year’s 4-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Budget Calls For Moderate
Property Tax Increase

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The pro-
posed 2012 municipal budget that
was introduced at the township
council’s regular meeting on Tues-
day night calls for a $34 increase to
$1,777 for the average assessed prop-
erty of $122,800.

The council agreed last week to
use $100,000 in surplus funds from
the sanitary sewer facility to lessen
the property tax hike. The tax rate for
municipal government purposes will
rise from $1.431 per $100 of as-
sessed value to $1.459 this year.

The municipal budget calls for
$23,594,546 in expenditures (includ-
ing the $1.3 million municipal li-
brary budget which is a separate line
item) compared to $23,626,588 last
year, a spending decrease of 0.14
percent from 2011. The tax levy is up
$230,000 this year to $15,774,203.

Speaking to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Mr. Marion said he
was “really pleased” with the spend-
ing plan, and complimented town-
ship employees for their efforts in
helping to craft the budget, a process
that began last summer. “Every de-
partment head stepped up,” he said.

The municipal portion of property
tax bills this year is expected to be
about 16 percent.

At Tuesday’s meeting, Township
Manager Chris Marion, in detailing
his budget proposal, noted that since
2007, the tax rate for Union County

government purposes has risen 22
percent, and the rate for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
has increased 16 percent while the
tax rate for municipal government
purposes has risen just 11 percent.

The council will hold a public hear-
ing and vote on the budget on Tues-
day, April 17, and Mr. Marion, who is
leaving his position on Friday, March
30, told The Times he will be in atten-
dance to answer any questions dur-
ing the hearing.

“Hopefully, I’ll be leaving on a
good note,” he said.

Mayor Nancy Malool described
the budget as a “responsible plan.”

Aside from the mandated library
expenditures, the township budget
unveiled on Tuesday calls for
$22,262,565 in spending, with $9.1
million earmarked for salaries and
wages, a 0.8 percent increase from
last year. This year’s budget includes
full-year funding for two previously
vacant full-time police officer posi-
tions as well as funding for one addi-
tional full-time maintenance worker
in the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment in anticipation of the Union
County Ponderosa project being com-
pleted in mid-April.

Funding has been suspended until
2013 for four vacant positions — a
motor broom driver/public works re-
pairer in the Public Works Depart-
ment, a part-time clerk typist in the
township clerk’s office and two addi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SPMC Announces Campaign
For Business Recruitment

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corp. (SPMC),
the management entity for the
township’s special improvement dis-
trict, will embark on a major business
recruitment effort this spring, includ-
ing having a representative attend the
premier retailing trade show in Las
Vegas in May.

At its meeting on March 14, the
SPMC board approved the campaign
that was detailed by David Biagini,
president of FirsTEAManagement,
SPMC’s manager. The five-point
strategy includes subscribing to a
national online retail database that

provides not only basic information
on retailers and businesses, but also
details on whether they might be in-
terested in relocating or expanding to
a particular town based on various
criteria including desired demograph-
ics, location requirements, the type
of lease being sought and the types of
competitors located nearby. Subscrib-
ing to the database, Mr. Biagini said,
“cuts out a lot of the guesswork” in
business recruitment.

The second, third and fourth prongs
of the recruitment strategy will entail
garnering information on the avail-
ability of vacant properties, investi-
gating what, if any, incentives might

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Home Values Have Dropped:
Shouldn’t Property Taxes?

James M. Foerst

SCOTCH PLAINS – Is a property
tax appeal right for you?

In the last five years, home values
in Union County have dropped dra-
matically. As the real es-
tate market is depreciat-
ing, your property taxes
have been increasing. As
a taxpayer, you have the
right to appeal your prop-
erty-tax assessment as a
means to reduce your real
estate tax obligations. As
a taxpayer considering an
appeal, you should un-
derstand that you must
prove that your home’s
assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.” With a
successful tax appeal, your lowered
tax assessment will be set for three
years, which can amount to consider-
able savings. The best way to suc-
ceed in appealing your taxes is to
present your claim to the courts
through expert tax and legal counsel
with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of

Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.

Foerst brings with him
his experience with local
government and the mu-
nicipal budget process.

Save money in this
economy. Make the sale
of your home more at-
tractive. Reduce the long-
term expenses associated
with your home. Make it
more affordable to stay
in your house. All with
lower property taxes.

Tax appeals must be
filed by April 1. For more

information about tax appeals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com and com-
plete the complimentary assessment
form to see if you can save money on
your taxes, or get started with a free
consultation by calling James M.
Foerst at (908) 322-4886.
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPRING HAS SPRUNG...For once, the weather was finally in sync with the first
official day of spring.

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
APPROVED...During a special meeting held March 14, the Westfield Board
of Adjustment voted unanimously to grant several variances being requested
to allow Urban Outfitters to renovate and occupy the building at 154 East
Broad Street. The facade of the historic Westfield Trust Company building,
pictured above, will remain unchanged. The meeting was attended by Arthur
P. Attenasio, attorney for the property owners, who is shown appearing
before the board.

Courtesy of  Bill Sherman
SALUTE...Troop No. 104 welcomes 20 new Boy Scouts in a “New Scout Investi-
ture” ceremony held Monday.  The scouts received their “Troop Colors” (necker-
chiefs) and were awarded their Scout Rank badges (the first step along their Boy
Scouting trail).  Troop No. 104 meets at 7:30 p.m. at the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains every Monday that school is in session.  Those interested
are invited to stop by or contact troop leaders at T-104-Leaders@yahoogroups.com.

Mayor Malool said she was not in
favor of hiring an executive search
firm to hire the next manager. In 2009
the township contracted with Jersey
Professional Management (JPM) for
$10,000. The recruitment effort for a
new manager was discussed in pri-
vate session by the mayor and coun-
cil on Tuesday night.

Scotch Plains Democratic Party
Chairman Lou Beckerman described
Mr. Marion as “a very able adminis-
trator.”

“He was very good at implement-
ing stuff. He did his job well,” Mr.
Beckerman told The Times. He also
described Mr. Marion as “well spo-
ken, well respected and a pleasure to
deal with.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Chris Marion

citizen, you should,” Mr. Glover said.
“It’s not going to make a big differ-

ence at all to most taxpayers,” Mayor
Malool said. “As far as I’m con-
cerned, it was a gesture or token to
show that we understand these eco-
nomic times and recognize how high
property taxes are in general.”

Mr. Glover said he did not under-
stand the purpose of maintaining a
surplus in the sewer utility fund when
that money would not affect the
township’s bond rating and could very
well be returned to taxpaying house-
holds feeling the strain of the current
economic climate.

Mr. Vastine stated that he felt it
would have been more prudent to use
up that surplus over the course of
several years by offering residents a
stable sewer utility user fee, just as
the council had done in the past.

Referring to the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) and
Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage
Authority (PARSA) that treat the
town’s water supply, he said, “There’s
no responsible reason to spend away
the surplus when you know that the
collection rates are down and you
know that our rates from RVSA and
PARSA are going to go up.”

“Taking $100,000 out of our mu-
nicipal surplus is not going to wreak
financial havoc nor is it going to affect
our financial status 10 years down the
road,” Mr. Glover said. “I’m not sug-
gesting we do this every year. I’m
suggesting we do this for the reasons
you maintain a surplus: to have funds
available that…you can draw on for
unexpected expenses or difficult times
when your revenue either goes away
in its entirety or gets cut.”

Mr. Marion agreed that he and Lori
Majeski, the town’s chief financial

officer, had enough of a hold on the
sewer utility fund balance generation
and regeneration this year that
$100,000 represented a relatively
nominal figure. Had the council pro-
posed transferring $200,000, Mr.
Marion said, he would have been a
bit more wary.

Mr. Glover said he ultimately
wanted to push to reduce the munici-
pal tax rate increase even further.

“I’m willing to strike an opening
lobby compromise so that the tax-
payers can get some relief,” he said.
“I believe we can still do better… I
think, aggressively, we can get down
to a 1 percent increase.”

Mr. Glover said he planned to
present some resolutions over the
course of the week following this
Thursday’s budget workshop meet-
ing as to what areas of the municipal
budget the township might also be
able to cut that would reduce tax-
payer costs without hurting the
township’s overall financial viabil-
ity.

Mr. Marion believes enough work
has gone into developing this year’s
municipal budget that he thinks any-
one would be hard-pressed to reas-
sess what revenues can be expected
for different items on the municipal
budget.

“I think we did a good job antici-
pating financial revenues and taking
a longer-term financial perspective,”
he said. “I think this is a solid bud-
get.”

The council voted to introduce the
budget Tuesday night and is slated to
meet with other department heads
tonight, March 22, at 7 p.m. The
mayor and council will hold a public
hearing and final vote on the budget
on Tuesday, Tuesday, April 17.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Reduces Tax Increase

be available from the municipal gov-
ernment to relocating businesses and
the creation of a marketing portfolio
describing the Scotch Plains busi-
ness district.

Fifthly, Mr. Biagini and another
staff member from
FirsTEAManagement will attend the
International Council of Shopping
Centers annual convention in Las
Vegas in May. Some 1,500 retailers
and 30,000 attendees are already reg-
istered, according to Mr. Biagini, who
will be paying for himself and his
staffer to attend on behalf of not only
the Scotch Plains business district,
but also five other special improve-
ment districts his firm represents.

FirsTEAManagement will spon-
sor a booth where the printed market-
ing efforts will be available to pro-
spective retailers. Mr. Biagini hopes
to make initial contact with possible
recruits via the retailers website in
advance of the Las Vegas convention
and then meet with them at the show
in order to gauge the seriousness of
their intentions before serious dis-
cussions of relocating in Scotch Plains

takes place.
“My role in this,” he told The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times, “is to try to
attract business to Scotch Plains. I’m
not a real estate broker or an attorney,
and I won’t be closing any deals. I am
facilitating” the recruitment effort.

The SPMC will split much of the
cost of the five aspects of the pro-
gram with FirsTEAManagement’s
other client towns but SPMC — be-
sides the approximately $1,000 it will
expend on membership in the website
and the cost of the booth at the Las
Vegas show — will spend in the neigh-
borhood of $2,000 on the marketing
brochure alone.

In other business, SPMC’s re-
vamped website went online on
March 1 at prideinscotchplains.com.
The site now includes contact infor-
mation for more than 400 businesses
as well as a listing of available vacant
properties, names and contact infor-
mation for board members, a view-
able version of the SPMC’s maga-
zine, Simply Scotch Plains, the
group’s television commercial and
photographs from recent events.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPMC Announces Campaign

percent levy cap, a cap that has since
been cut in half.

Due to “manipulation” by the gov-
ernor and state Legislature,
Fanwood’s PFRS (Police and
Firemen’s Retirement System) con-
tributions dropped $134,570 in 2012,
Mr. Tomkins said. He cautioned coun-
cil members to expect these figures
to rise in the future. The borough also
is aided, on the revenue side, by an-
ticipating its first PILOT (payment in
lieu of taxes) money from the Elite
Properties construction in downtown
Fanwood. The borough will see
$50,000 in this year’s budget. It can
expect $100,000 next year.

After the budget was finalized, three
individuals – two police staff and one
public works employee – announced
their retirements. Accordingly, the
borough passed a resolution that per-
mits Fanwood to pay the workers’
retirements over a five-year period
instead of absorbing an additional
$55,000 expenditure at once. The
borough can pay one-fifth each year.

Councilman Tony Parenti, the
borough’s former police chief, said
the finance committee “did an excel-
lent job” and also thanked depart-
ment heads for working towards a
successful product.

Resident Joe Nagy, when informed
that the $7.67 increase does account
for pension and healthcare figures,
said the borough had done “an ex-
traordinary job.”

When asked to explain Fanwood’s
success, Mr. Parenti simply said the
community “knew how to manage its
finances.”

Mr. Tompkins said Fanwood “had
a sense of knowing it had to shrink
the size of its operation before the
state mandated it...We did it sooner
and were ahead of the game.”

In his engineering report, Antonios
Panagopoulos said the borough “had
an issue” with a Herbert Avenue
project after the low bidder – Jenicar
Builders Contractors Co., Inc. – de-
faulted on the contract.

A letter received by the borough
said the company was not operating
any longer; Mr. Panagopoulos said
“their heart is not in the business
anymore.”

Jenicar has a connection to former
Perth Amboy Mayor Joseph Vas, who
was sentenced to prison on corrup-
tion charges last April. According to
a press release on nj.gov, Jenicar
pleaded guilty in August 2010 to
third-degree “conspiracy to commit

official misconduct” and was ordered
to pay a $45,000 fine. Vas had ad-
mitted that between May and No-
vember 2002, he accepted approxi-
mately $25,000 in masonry and pav-
ing work at his home, free of charge,
from Jenicar.

The borough should not incur any
additional costs because of the de-
faulting. A bonding company can
step forward and take over the job,
hiring its own contractor. The bor-
ough would pay the bonding com-
pany what it would have paid Jenicar.

The council conducted nearly an
hour of presentations and proclama-
tions to begin the meeting. Among
them, former two-term Council-
woman Joan Wheeler was lauded.
She said she “learned the value of
serving the community” during her
six years on council. Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell, who was often
mistaken for Mrs. Wheeler’s sib-
ling, said that she gained a “new
sister” and a lifelong friend through
time spent together.

Officials also honored Ian Lewis,
a member of the Fanwood Rescue
Squad; flying cross-country, he per-
formed CPR on a woman who had
collapsed aboard the flight. The
plane executed an emergency land-
ing, and the woman survived. The
council proclaimed March 20 as Ian
Lewis Day.

The governing body additionally
proclaimed April 2012 as Historical
Society Month and officially ap-
pointed Adele Kenny as Fanwood’s
first Poet Laureate.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council

tional full-time police officers.
The budget preserves funding for

various municipal services including
spring yard waste pick-up, the fall leaf
collection program and curbside resi-
dential recycling. One area that will see
a reduction in spending is required
pension payments to the state’s public
employees retirement system and the
police and fire retirement systems,
which will decrease by $161,855 this
year.

Financing sources for this year’s
budget include $2,227,587 in state aid,
a level unchanged from last year;
$14,442,223 in property tax revenue;
$570,000 in anticipated construction
code fees, $1.6 million in miscella-
neous revenue; $725,000 from delin-
quent taxes and $15,000 from interest
on investments, down from $20,000 in
2011. And $2.24 million of township
surplus funds will be used to balance
the budget.

At its budget meeting last Thursday,
the council agreed to use $100,000 in
surplus funds from the sanitary sewer
utility as a revenue source, a move that
knocked a penny off the municipal tax
rate increase from 3.8 cents to 2.8
cents. Mayor Malool called the move a
“symbolic gesture” to show taxpayers
“that we’re listening.” She told The
Times the $100,000 level was “not a
reckless move,” pointing out that Mr.
Marion and Chief Financial Officer
Lori Majeski did not raise objections

from a fiscal standpoint.
The proposed 2012 capital budget

amounts to $1.6 million in funding for
a variety of projects including road and
street improvements, storm sewer up-
grades, fire department equipment up-
grades, some parks improvements, an
upgrade of the police department’s 9-
1-1 system, vehicle acquisition for the
public works department and some
upgrades for Scotch Plains Televi-
sion.

In other business, Mr. Marion said
the curbside yard waste collection pro-
gram will get underway on Monday,
April 23. Leaves, limbs, brush and
gumballs can be placed at the curb
beginning on Friday, April 13. Resi-
dents with questions can call the De-
partment of Public Property hotline at
(908) 233-6707. New Jersey American
Water’s annual spring fire hydrant flush-
ing program is scheduled to begin in
Scotch Plains on Monday, April 9, and
finish by May 10.

The council also approved the
$85,400 budget for the Scotch Plain
Management Corp. (SPMC), which
will fund the bulk of its budget via a
$400 annual assessment on the 164
commercial property owners within
the business district. Other revenue
sources this year will come from about
$12,000 in unexpended funds from last
year and $7,800 in revenue anticipated
from selling advertising in SPMC’s
Simply Scotch Plains magazine.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Budget

Urban Outfitters to Occupy
Historic Westfield Trust Bld.

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – During a special
meeting held March 14, the
Westfield Board of Adjustment
voted unanimously to grant several
variances being requested to facili-
tate a lease agreement between Poly
C LLC, Serf Realty LLC, and Ur-
ban Outfitters to renovate and oc-
cupy the historic Westfield Trust
Company building at 154 East
Broad Street at the corner of East
Broad and Elm Streets.

According to Edward Glackin of
Colin Development LLC, the build-
ing has been vacant since the previ-
ous tenant, Wachovia Bank, left in
2008.

“Despite our marketing efforts,
we had trouble finding a tenant,”
Mr. Glackin said. “Urban Outfitters
is the only tenant that would pre-
serve the outside integrity of the
building.”

The proposed lease was depen-
dent on the Board of Adjustment
granting variation relief from the
town’s land use ordinance that only
allows for storage in a basement.
The proposed plans – developed by
architect Dennis Flynn – incorpo-
rated the original bank vault as re-
tail space, as well as an employee
break room, and a manager’s of-
fice, all located on the basement
level.

The plans compared the building
as it was during a field survey con-
ducted in 2008, to what Urban Out-
fitters would design. The upper level
mezzanine, which was previously
closed in and used as office space,
would be used as retail area as well
as some storage. The main level
would also be used as retail space.
The survey shows that there was
already a break room located in the
basement, as well the safe deposit
box area and the vault.

Liam Sullivan, development man-
ager for Urban Outfitters, told the
board that it was the “uniqueness
and character” of the building that
they found appealing. “It is our
intent to preserve the integrity of
the building,” Mr. Sullivan said.

When questioned by board mem-
ber Mark Doherty about why using
the basement was a necessity, Mr.
Sullivan explained that having the
offices and storage downstairs
would allow for more retail space
upstairs, as well as the ability to
open the mezzanine up, and un-
cover original architectural details.

Store design manager Joe Kenney
discussed the proposed renovations
in further detail, telling the board
that the side windows and grates, as
well as the cornices would remain
as is, and the exterior would be
painted off-white. The side win-
dows flanking the front entrance
would be lowered to street level,
and the entryway vestibule would
be renovated, including the addi-
tion of taller, grander front doors.

The other variances being sought
for the renovations were from ordi-

nances prohibiting a barricade sign,
which would temporarily be erected
to protect pedestrians from the con-
struction areas, as well as ordi-
nances prohibiting the proposed
placements of the permanent exte-
rior signage.

The front sign would be added
right above the entryway, and the
two signs on either side of the build-
ing would be located between ex-
isting signs and the windows, in
what Mr. Kenney described as the
most “logical placement.” All three
signs would be raised slightly away
front the wall, and illuminated by
lights from below. Additionally, a
call box would be added at the East
Broad Street side entrance, for those
requiring the use of the accessible
entrance. Interior renovations
would include removing faux
marble, and exposing the original
concrete ceiling, as well as
terracotta walls. The oculus would
also be maintained.

When questioned by board mem-
bers whether the site would have
been considered without the use of
basement, Ms. Sullivan responded
by saying. “We probably would
have passed, or needed to add a full
second floor, which wouldn’t have
maintained the character.”

Paul Grygiel of PPG LLC, Plan-
ning and Real Estate Consultants,
cited the atypical triangular shape
and position of the building, caus-
ing “everything to be on display”
and justifying the need for the sign
variance.

“This is a creative reuse of an
existing building that can be used
for a new purpose,” Mr. Grygiel
said. “It would be a benefit to the
downtown to have retail in a cur-
rently empty building.”

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel described the applica-
tion as a “unique opportunity, de-
signed perfectly to fit in our down-
town.”

He said the building was origi-
nally designed for the basement area
to be included in the gross floor
area. With the grand stairs leading
down to the vault, which had previ-
ously been used for staff areas and
patrons by the bank, Urban Outfit-
ters is “reestablishing something
that is designed to occur in the
space,” Mr. Heinbokel said.

Board member Francis Smith
added that, “The signs are scaled
appropriately for the building size,
which is larger than others.”

The board unanimously approved
the application, with the condition
that proposed new HVAC units lo-
cated on the roof not be visible
from the street level, and that the
building is painted off-white, as was
presented in the plans.

Poly C LLC and Serf Realty LLC
has owned the building since 2008
when it acquired it for $2.7 million,
according to the New Jersey Tax
Assessors’ website. Taxes on the
building are $45,500, which is as-
sessed at $566,000.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Hears Report on Technology

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A technology
report was given last Thursday evening
at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting by district Assistant
Superintendent of Schools Joan Mast.

According to the report, there are a
total of 2,432 computers within the
district. In her report, the assistant su-
perintendent noted that there were 747
computers at the high school, 951 at the
middle schools and 721 in the elemen-
tary schools. She also noted there were
33 computers in the central office and
that the computer totals include both
faculty and student computers.

It also was reported that computer
software such as Auto CAD 2007, Lego
Robotics for engineering in middle
school, Logger Pro 3.3 for high-school
science and Final Cut Express for video
editing currently was in use for stu-
dents. Other software also was noted
for ongoing classroom use in the sub-
jects of digital photography, mathemat-
ics, web development and design, lit-
erature, social studies, language arts,
music and special education.

In her report, Assistant Superinten-
dent Mast stated that there presently are
11 physical servers that include Mac,
Dell and HP and 12 virtual servers. It
also was noted that all schools in the
district have a “wireless environment.”

She reported that the district cur-
rently uses 130 printers, 49 iPads and
216 LCD projectors. It was noted that
many teachers use the LCD projectors
for classroom teaching.

The assistant superintendent reported
that during the 2010-2011 school year,
servers and networks went from physi-

cal to virtual and that more laptops
were brought into the classrooms. She
also noted that during the present school
year, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School was updated with Macs and
that for the 2012-2013 school year a
focus will have to be placed on updates
for the middle schools.

Linda Materna, World Language
chairperson for the district, also spoke
at the meeting. She noted that, “just
within the last three years there have
been so many improvements.” She also
said students currently use many
Internet-based programs within the
classrooms, including E-pals, a pen pal
site; penpalnews.com, to read news
from other countries, and many other
real estate, mapping and news sites.
She noted that all teachers have LCD
projectors and that high-school teach-
ers use their new Macs to foster stu-
dents creating I movies and digital pro-
gramming.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the
assistant superintendent introduced four
full-time members of the Technology
Department, including Marco Vasquez,
Help Desk coordinator; Emilia Treglia,
Technology Support specialist; Matt
Nalducci, Computer Support techni-
cian, and Ann Chen, coordinator of
Data Analysis and Assessment.

The next board of education meeting
is scheduled for tonight, March 22, at
7:30 p.m. in the Administrative Offices
at Evergreen School, located at Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains. This will be the public hearing
on the 2012-2013 budget. According
to Business Administrator James Davis,
adoption of this budget will follow the
public hearing.
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Dems Seek to Increase Min.
Wage for Wait Staff to $5

RE-ELECTION BID…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) and wife Heidi, left, are pictured
at the 2012 Lance for Congress campaign kickoff in Summit. Mr. Lance, who is
seeking his third term, also held kickoffs in Hunterdon and Somerset Counties.

Lance Launches Bid for
Reelection in 7th District

SUMMIT – Rep. Leonard Lance
(R) announced his intention to run
for reelection in New Jersey’s Sev-
enth Congressional District last week
in front of Summit City Hall.

“Union County is a special place to
me. And I am so proud this district
now includes the great Township of
Millburn in neighboring Essex
County,” Mr. Lance said. “As I an-
nounce my plans to run for reelec-
tion, I pledge to serve my constitu-
ents with ethical integrity, fiscal re-
sponsibility and certainly wholeheart-
edly and to the best of my ability.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield), who will be chairman of
the Lance for Congress campaign
said, “I am proud to endorse Leonard
Lance for Congress. As our Con-
gressman, Leonard Lance is leading
the fight for lower taxes, less spend-
ing and more accountability in the
federal budget process. Leonard is
the right man to help get our country’s
fiscal house in order.”

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
(R-21, Summit), a Union County co-
chair for Lance for Congress said,
“Union County is fortunate to have
Leonard Lance as its Congressman.

Leonard is a consistent conservative;
committed to making responsible
budget decisions on behalf of Union
County taxpayers.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, also a Union County co-chair for
Lance for Congress added, “In
today’s world there are very few
statesmen left. And there is a yearn-
ing not only in New Jersey, but also
around the country for statesmen.
Fortunately there is one left and that
is Congressman Leonard Lance.
Leonard Lance is the best and bright-
est New Jersey has to offer and we
are fortunate to have him fighting
for us in Washington.”

The congressman faces opposition
from David Larsen of Oldwick,
Hunterdon County. Mr. Larsen came
in second to Rep. Lance in a four-
way GOP Primary Election in 2010.
Former Edison Mayor Jun Choi, a
Democrat, had filed financial disclo-
sures with the Federal Election Com-
mission to run a year ago, but Edison
was moved to the Sixth Congres-
sional District in the new congres-
sional map. That district is repre-
sented by incumbent Rep. Frank
Pallone (D) of Long Branch.

GW Planning Bd. OK’s
Home Addition on Walnut

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The borough’s
planning board last Wednesday night
approved a home kitchen extension
for a home on Walnut Avenue.

Craig and Sonja Gibson of 312
Walnut Avenue, whose property is a
non-conforming 61-by-90-foot lot,
said they intend to add a 12-foot by
16-foot extension to their kitchen.
The extension will be 23.5 feet from
the property line and the neighbor’s
side yard. The home has a front-yard
setback of 29.9 feet. They presented
photos of the yard to the board.

Mr. Gibson said he was creating
living space for his growing family.
Responding to a question of confor-
mity to the neighborhood by Mayor
Patricia Quattrochi, Mr. Gibson as-
sured the board that the addition would
be even or match up with the other
homes on the block. Mr. Gibson said
to reconfigure the inside of the home,
so the extension would fit within code,
would be too expensive and entail
moving a staircase, and, therefore, be
a hardship for he and his wife.

Mary Ware of Third Avenue, a

neighbor of the Gibsons, spoke in
favor of the addition. “I’m interested
in young people staying in Garwood,”
she said.

Board member William Nierstedt
said, “I’m not indifferent to their situ-
ation, I have children myself, but we
have a non-conforming lot depth.
Anything less than 25 feet from the
property line I can’t support. I have
problems with the backyard.”

Board chairman Robert Pender
commented, “We have to look at
what’s good for Garwood as well.”
He added, “We want families to stay
in Garwood, especially families that
care for their homes.”

Board member Donald Frazier
added, “In order to support the appli-
cation, as submitted, conditions
should be placed on the rear yard
setback being no less than 23.6 feet
from the property line.”

The application was approved with
that stipulation. Mr. Nierstedt voted
against the measure. The next plan-
ning board meeting will be Wednes-
day, March 28, 7:30 p.m., at the
Garwood Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 403 South Avenue.

Demolition of Buildings for
Family Court Set for April

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY —  Union County offi-
cials announced last week that a
building in Elizabeth would be de-
molished in early April in prepara-
tion for construction of the county’s
new family court building.

Once constructed, the court build-
ing, to be located at 10 Cherry Street,
will contain 78,000 square feet of
space, of which 71 percent will be
reserved for the state Superior Court
family division. Nine court rooms
will be included as well as space for
the Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, which provides security for
the courts, and additional space for
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority, which were previously lo-
cated in the existing building at 10
Cherry Street, which will be torn
down. The total cost of the project is
estimated at $45 million.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facilities,
told the freeholders at the board’s
March 15 agenda meeting that demo-
lition work is expected to start be-
tween the weeks of April 2 and 12.
The family court is currently located
in the tower portion of the Union
County Courthouse on Broad Street
in Elizabeth. Officials have said the
new facility was necessary due to
state fire code issues within the court-
house tower.

County Counsel Robert Barry pre-
viously said the county had opted
against constructing an interior stair-
case to the courthouse tower, one of
two options recommended by state
officials, due to cost estimates of over
$29 million as well as space reduc-
tions for existing courtrooms that
would have resulted from the con-
struction. Court disruptions during
the construction phase of the project
also were said to be an issue.

In a related move, a resolution is
expected to be on tonight’s regular
meeting agenda to transfer proper-
ties located on Lyons Place and
Rahway Avenue to ownership by the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity. According to the New Jersey Tax
Assessors Association website, the
county purchased 13-15 Lyons Place
for $250,000 in January 2011. The
property had generated $8,500 in
taxes and was assessed at $381,000.
The county already owns 101-107
Rahway Avenue, 109 and 111-115
Rahway Avenue, which is where a
151-space parking garage for the
family courthouse will be con-

structed.
In other business, a resolution ask-

ing the state to renew the county’s
commodity resale system for gaso-
line and diesel fuel for another five
years was considered by the board.
The shared-services program is of-
fered to Union County municipali-
ties as a way to save money on fuel.
Mathew DiRado, acting director of
the Department of Administrative Ser-
vices, said the county has five or six
fueling stations throughout the
county. He said Springfield and
Garwood are among 10 entities in the
county that utilize the program.

Mr. DiRado said the county
charges 2 cents over the wholesale
price in addition to an administra-
tive charge.

On another matter, Mr. Graziano
noted that he has been meeting with
towns to discuss shared-services op-
portunities his department offers such
as borrowing county equipment and
utilizing county manpower on
projects or receiving county assis-
tance on paving jobs. He said he
meets with mayors and council mem-
bers, police chiefs and police traffic
sergeants, noting he recently met with
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
other borough officials.

“Fanwood did not know of some
services that we offer through public
works which Mayor Mahr was very
happy to know…and she is abso-
lutely going to take advantage of
what we have,” Mr. Graziano said.

The board also is set to vote on a
resolution to enter into an agreement
with the Union County Performing
Arts Center in Rahway to present a
sensory friendly theater for children
with autism and families at a cost not
to exceed $20,000.

Resolutions also will be on tonight’s
agenda appointing Jack Molenaar of
Fanwood to the Union County Trans-
portation Advisory Board and to recog-
nize the Springfield Free Public Library
on the occasion of its 80th anniversary.

The board also is expected to vote
on a resolution supporting the Pre-
serving American Homeownship Act,
sponsored by U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.). The bill, S-2093,
would “create a program to reduce
the mortgage principal for eligible
homeowners.”

Did You Know?
The Request for Proposals (RFP)

for the Tappan Zee Bridge replace-
ment project is 1,000 pages? Final
proposals are due by Friday, July 27.
The span connects Westchester and
Rockland Counties in the State of
New York.
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DeSimone, Harelik
Reappointed to Bd.

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie has reappointed John
DeSimone of Clark and Clara Harelik
of Springfield to the Union County
Board of Elections.

TRENTON – Legislation under
consideration by the Assembly Labor
Committee would require New Jersey
restaurants to increase the minimum
wage for workers than are compen-
sated mostly by tips from $2.13 to $5
per hour over the next two years.

Under federal law standard, which
New Jersey follows, employers can

pay wait staff $2.13 per hour so long
as workers earn the federal minimum
wage of $7.25 per hour when tips are
included. The legislation would re-
quire restaurants to pay workers an
hourly rate of at least 40 percent of the
minimum wage or $2.90 per hour as
of June 30, 2012, and 69 percent of the
minimum wage or $5 per hour after
June 30, 2013. Employers would be
permitted to claim a tax credit for
gratuities and tips not to exceed 60
percent of the minimum hourly wage
after the minimum wage jumps to
$2.90 and 31 percent once it hits $5.

The Employment Policies Insti-
tute (EPI) said the legislation amounts
to “a 135 percent increase from the
current hourly rate” and would “re-
sult in the loss of more than 17,000
full-time-equivalent tipped jobs.”

“Restaurants only keep about 3 cents
for each dollar in food sales, and every
increase in labor costs has to be offset
elsewhere when cost-conscious cus-
tomers aren’t willing to pay higher
prices,” said Michael Saltsman, re-
search fellow at the Employment Poli-
cies Institute. “Attempts to increase
the cash wage and reduce the tip credit
aren’t only unnecessary, they’re
harmful.”In a separate bill, Demo-
crats are seeking to increase the state’s
minimum wage to $8.50 an hour.

Electronic Equipment
Recycling Event Is March 31

NEW PROVIDENCE – The
County of Union will sponsor a recy-
cling event for electronic equipment
on Saturday, March 31, so Union
County residents can get rid of un-
wanted computers, televisions and
other electronic equipment in an en-
vironmentally proper manner.

The event will take place from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Alcatel-Lucent
Technologies facility located at 600

Mountain Avenue in New Providence.
There is a limit of six electronic items
per car. Computer monitors, hard
drives, modems, keyboards, CPU’s,
mice, printers, scanners, speakers,
televisions, VCR’s, fax machines,
telephones, circuit boards, CD’s,
DVD’s and video cassettes will be
accepted.

 For information call (908) 654-
9889.

Dietician Joins Staff
At Garwood ShopRite
GARWOOD – Heather Marino, a

registered dietitian (RD), has joined
The ShopRite of Garwood to operate
the store’s new in-store dietitian ser-
vice. She will offer customers nutri-
tional information and guidance to
help influence better food choices.

Ms. Marino will conduct grocery
shopping tours, healthy cooking
classes,and coordinate health and
wellness initiatives and nutritional pro-
grams in-store and in the community.
She graduated from New York Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Nutrition and Food Stud-
ies. She then completed an internship
through the College of Saint Eliza-
beth in Morristown. She obtained her
master’s in education in health pro-
motion and sports performance from
Virginia Tech in 2009 .

UC GOP to Hold
Convention Saturday
CRANFORD — The Union County

Republican Committee will hold its
convention this Saturday at the Or-
ange Avenue in Cranford. Candidates
will be selected for or be supported for
U.S. Senate, Congress and the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
The convention begins at 9 a.m.
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Fed, State Probes Sought
On Port Auth. Financials Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

REGION — The release of the first
part of an audit on the operation of
the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey has caused politicians in
Trenton and Washington to chime in
on the scathing report. Among news
accounts are that the World Trade
Center project is $48 million over
budget.

New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie and New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo ordered the audit
after the Pa. raised tolls $4.50 through
2015 to a new toll of $12.50 for
EZPass users on bridges and tunnels
and a $6.50 hike to $14.50 by 2015
for cash-paying customers using the
Lincoln and Holland tunnels, the
Outerbridge Crossing and the
Goethals, Bayonne and George Wash-
ington bridges. In addition, the fare
on PATH trains is increasing increase
25 cents a year to $2.75 by 2015. The
current tolls are $9.50 with EZPass at
peak and $12 for cars on bridges and
tunnels. The tolls were originally to
be increased all at once, but the two
governors ordered a phased-in ap-
proach.

According to news reports, the first
part of an audit report by Navigant
Consulting has found the Port Au-
thority is “challenged and dysfunc-
tional” with total compensation for
employees averaging $143,000, an
amount that includes salary, over-
time, and healthcare and pension ben-
efits.

Following the release of the report
the U.S. Senate approved a federal
transportation bill that includes a pro-
vision introduced by Senator Frank
Lautenberg (D-N.J) that would di-
rect the U.S. Comptroller General to
look into transparency and account-
ability issues at the Pa., thus permit-
ting the authority to become the fo-
cus of a federal probe.

At the state level, Assemblyman

John Wisniewski (D-Middlesex),
chairman of Assembly Transporta-
tion, Public Works and Independent
Authorities Committee and state
Democratic chairman, is seeking to
have the committee granted subpoena
power to order documents and testi-
mony from Port Authority officials.
The Assembly approved the resolu-
tion (AR-61) in a party-line vote.

“This step was made necessary by
the Port Authority’s sheer hubris and
failure to respond to basic questions
about its operations,” Asm.
Wisniewski said. “It hid information
on its painful toll increase, wastes
money on overtime, stacks its payroll
with political cronies, fails to respond
to public records requests and tried to
obfuscate it all by declining hearing
invitations. It’s time to get straight
answers once and for all.”

In addition, Assemblywoman
Vainieri Huttle (D-37, Englewood)
and New York State Senator An-
drew Lanza are seeking a bi-state
probe of the agency and a rollback
of the toll hike imposed last Sep-
tember.

Meanwhile, Assemblyman Dave
Rible (R-30, Wall Twp.) has ques-
tioned the number of investigations
on the Port Authority. “Within the
last week, there is news of a joint bi-
state hearing with New York, an As-
sembly resolution giving a commit-
tee subpoena power, and a potential
federal probe. That is more than a
coincidence, especially when the
Assembly resolution and U.S. Sen-
ate bill are being pushed by Demo-
crats.”

“They can dress up these inquiries
anyway they want, but in the end, the
motivation behind them remains
purely political. The goal should be a
fair and objective evaluation of the
authority, not one that is slanted,”
Asm. Rible said.
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Equal Opportunity Lender
Equal Housing Lender
Member FDIC

REFINANCE NOW!

1Eligible loan product: Provident 1st Lien Fixed Rate Home Equity Loan. 2 Annual Percentage Rates (APR) available as of 2/13/12 and
includes a 1/4% rate reduction for automatic payments transferred from a checking account held at The Provident Bank. APR is 

available on loans up to 80% Loan-to-Value (LTV), and a maximum loan amount of $500,000. Other rates and terms available.
The home securing this loan must be the applicant’s 1-4 family owner-occupied residence, town home, or condominium located

in New Jersey. Hazard insurance sufficient to cover this loan and all other outstanding loans/liens is required. Flood insurance
may be required. Offered loan and terms are subject to credit approval and standard appraisal requirements; as such,

there is no guarantee that the applicant(s) can refinance their current mortgage loan at the advertised APRs and 
payments. For 10-year fixed rate loans 120 monthly payments of $10.12 per $1,000 borrowed. For 15-year fixed rate

loans, 180 monthly payments of $7.40 per $1,000 borrowed. Does not include taxes and insurance which will result
in a higher actual payment. Rates and LTV restrictions subject to change.

Mortgage and home equity loan rates have never been lower, so the time to refinance is NOW. We
have great low refinance rates and a variety of terms with ZERO bank fees! Get started today – you
have nothing to lose and lots to save! 

3.875%
APR2 3.99%

APR2

10-YEAR LOAN1 15-YEAR LOAN1

Come see 
us at the 

Union & 
Essex County
Home Show
March 30-31 & April 1, 2012

National Guard Armory
Westfield, NJ           Booth #708

Apply by phone, online or at any Provident location near you.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

SLEEP BETTER    START NOW

SAVE 35 - 50%
Plus Up to $200 Instant Savings*

CRYSTAL
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

TWIN EA. PC. $490 $269
FULL EA. PC. $670 $369
QUEEN SET $1390 $749
KING SET $2310 $1249

JADE
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

TWIN EA. PC. $670 $369
FULL EA. PC. $850 $469
QUEEN SET $1800 $999
KING SET $2880 $1599

THE FINEST HANDMADE MATTRESSES

IN THE WORLD®

Find tthe bbed oof yyour ddreams aand aa ggreat nnight’s ssleep wwith
our eexclusive sselection oof lluxurious SShifman mmattresses.

* Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium Sets. Instant savings on Pillowtop sets: $50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
**Instant savings on non-Pillowtop Sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Offer valid through March 31, 2012. Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2012. 
**After Instant Savings Prices based on purchase of complete set - no Instant rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. 

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT    NATURAL MATERIALS    TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES    HANDCRAFTED QUALITY

ROYAL COMFORT*
**AFTER

SUGG. INSTANT
RETAIL SALE SAVINGS

TWIN SET $4030 $2399 $2349
FULL SET $4830 $2849 $2774
QUEEN SET $5710 $3349 $3249
KING SET $7670 $4490 $4299

SATURN*
**AFTER

SUGG. INSTANT
RETAIL SALE SAVINGS

TWIN EA. PC.$1560 $919 $906
FULL EA. PC. $1900 $1119 $1094
QUEEN SET $4130$2399 $2324
KING SET $5900 $3449 $3349

BANCROFT
SUGG. 
RETAIL SALE

TWIN EA. PC. $320 $159
FULL EA. PC. $480 $259

Pillow
Top

FINAL 10 DAYS

valleyfurnitureshop.com    20 Stirling Road  Watchung, New Jersey 07069   (908) 756-7623 

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday until 7 • Sunday 1-5
STICKLEY    HARDEN    HENKEL HARRIS    KINDEL    SOUTHWOOD    DR DIMES   AND MORE

Valley Furniture Shop

New Jersey Among Least
Corruptible States

New Jersey is the least corruptible
U.S. state, according to a report by
the Center for Public Integrity. New
Jersey merited a B-plus, the highest
grade, ahead of Connecticut, which
earned a B, and Washington, Califor-
nia and Nebraska, which each re-
ceived B-minus. Nineteen states re-
ceived C’s and 18 received D’s while
eight states received failing grades,
according to news reports.

State Senator Loretta Weinberg (D-
37, Teaneck) told Bloomberg News
that Governor Chris Christie, the
former U.S. attorney for New Jersey,
deserves credit and that ethics and
transparency laws signed by former
Democratic Governor Jon Corzine
have changed the corruption culture
in Trenton.

Legislation Would Make
Pol. Favors a Jailable Crime

Assemblymen Greg McGuckin and
Dave Wolfe (both R-10, Brick) have
introduced legislation making it a sec-
ond-degree crime for potential candi-
dates who promise to provide future
favors or consideration to an indi-
vidual if they are elected to office. A
second-degree crime is punishable by
a term of five to 10 years in prison and
a fine of up to $150,000, or both.

They said the recent federal court
decision that dismissed all extortion
and bribery charges against Jersey
City mayoral candidate Louis Manzo
because the bribery statute does not
apply to those seeking office is what
prompted the bill.

Menendez Seeks to Have U.S.
Produced Oil Stay in America
U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-

N.J,) has sponsored the American Oil
for American Families Act that would

require more oil that is produced in
the United States to stay here in the
U.S.  and help  reduce prices at the
pump.

 “For the first time since 1949, the
U.S. is exporting more oil products
than it imports,” Sen. Menendez said
at a recent news conference in
Hoboken.

The average price for a gallon of gas
in New Jersey is $3.60, according to
AAA. That’s up 45 cents since Janu-
ary 1, 2012. Many experts predict
prices could reach over $4 by summer.

Kaptur Beats Kucinich,
Will Face ‘Joe The Plumber’
Veteran Democratic Ohio Con-

gressman Dennis Kucinich lost a con-
gressional primary bid on March 6 to
Rep. Marcy Kaptur. Rep. Kucinich
has served in the House for 16 years.
The primary fight was the result of
the redistricting of Ohio’s ninth con-
gressional district. Ms. Kaptur de-
feated Mr. Kucinich by 24 percent-
age points.

She will now face Samuel “Joe the
Plumber” Wurzelbacher, who made
headlines in 2008 when GOP Presi-
dential nominee John McCain her-
alded him as an average small busi-
ness owner.

Blagojevich Begins 14-Year
Jail Sentence In Colorado

Former Illinois Governor Rod
Blagojevich has entered a federal
prison in Colorado to start serving his
14-year sentence for corruption, high-
lighted by his attempt to sell the U.S.
Senate seat previously occupied by
President Barack Obama. He will have
to serve a mininum  of 12 years.

Kean to Sweeney: Negotiate
With GOP on Tax Relief

WESTFIELD — Senate President
Steve Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) has
proposed a 10 percent reduction on
property taxes.

Mr. Sweeney said the proposal
would reduce the property tax bur-
den of New Jerseyans earning less
than $250,000 a year. Renters would
receive $200 a year.

The Senator said a family earning
the state’s median income of $69,811
with property taxes at the state aver-
age of $7,758 would save $775 annu-
ally.

“Under the governor’s proposed
income tax scheme (a 10 percent
income tax cut over three years), they
would save just $97.78; while a

millionaire would get a $7,265 tax
break and those earning $3 million
would save $25,200 a year,” Sen.
Sweeney said. Details of the plan
can be viewed at
www.realreliefnj.net. “Governor
Christie would rather focus on giv-
ing millionaires another tax break
that they don’t need. The governor
can’t even bring himself to utter the
words ‘property taxes,’ as it would
be admitting that the middle class is
paying 20 percent more under his
watch.”

Senate Republican Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) said Sen.
Sweeney’s “about-face on middle
class tax relief is welcome, but needs
improvement in a bi-partisan fashion
like we achieved on the historic 2
percent property tax cap.”

“With a large majority of small
businesses paying taxes at personal
income tax rates and 9 percent unem-
ployment, we cannot lose sight of
income taxes that are higher than
Pennsylvania, New York and Dela-
ware,” Sen. Kean said. “It is impos-
sible to be in favor of attracting good,
high paying jobs but against listening
to the advice of job creators who say
the income tax is a problem that pre-
vents them from hiring and expand-
ing.”

“Property taxes can only be low-
ered by giving mayors and school
boards the tools necessary to get costs
under control and to ensure a fairer
distribution of education funding. We
can find common ground if the Senate
President abandons his vow not to
negotiate and instead works with Re-
publicans and the Governor on a tax
relief plan that addresses the needs of
all New Jerseyans,” Sen. Kean said.

Bramnick: Income Tax
Credit Is  A Priority

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) said last week that he be-
lieves passing Governor Chris
Christie’s 10 percent across-the-board
income tax cut and fully restoring the
Earned Income Tax Credit should be
at the top of the Legislature’s to-do
list.

“Providing tax relief for all New
Jerseyans needs to be the focus of the
Legislature,” Asm. Bramnick said.
“This is an important issue for people
who live and work in our state and
should be the number one agenda
item for lawmakers. Senate Presi-
dent Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) and
Speaker (Sheila) Oliver (D-34, East
Orange) must fast track the
Governor’s proposals. I urge all mem-
bers of the Legislature to acknowl-
edge the importance of tax relief and
make it a New Jersey priority.”
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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Scotch Plains Can Finally Begin
Serious Negotiations With Fanwood

GOP or DEM, All Town Councils
Should Go to Freeholder Meetings

Merging Police Without Significant
Tax Savings Is Not The Way to Go

Cyberbullying: Act
Now to Save Our Youth

Today’s conviction [last week] of
Dharun Ravi for invasion of privacy
and bias intimidation comes too late
to save Tyler Clementi but should
serve as a wakeup call for society that
21st century technology has brought
teen bullying to new levels. Accord-
ing to the Cyberbullying Research
Center, approximately 20 percent of
school students report experiencing
cyberbullying in their lifetimes, with
the most common types of
cyberbullying being hurtful com-
ments and rumors spread online.

To help address this problem CON-
TACT We Care, the crisis listening
line of Central and Northern New
Jersey, on March 22 is launching a
“Save Our Youth” campaign designed
to raise awareness about teen suicide
among parents, educators and com-
munity-based youth organizations
and to increase resources to help teen-
agers in crisis. Never again can we
allow a youth with so much life ahead
of them like Tyler Clementi to feel he
or she has nowhere to turn and no
solutions. We must act to save our
youth.

Joanne Oppelt
Executive Director

CONTACT We Care

I read with great interest the recent
press release by Scotch Plains Coun-
cil members Bo Vastine and Mary
DePaola where they have finally come
around and indicated their support
for creating a joint Scotch Plains/
Fanwood Police Department.

I am happy that they have finally
seen the light, and I welcome them to
the position Democratic Council
members Kevin Glover and Mickey
Marcus have been fighting for since
being elected. In order to cut costs we

must go ahead with shared services
with our neighboring towns.

Regardless of the apparent inner
turmoil from the other side of the
aisle, now that we finally have a ma-
jority of the town council supporting
the merging of the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood police departments, we can
finally begin serious negotiations with
Fanwood Borough – and bring much
needed tax relief to our residents.

Louis Beckerman
SP Dem. Municipal Chairman

The much-discussed prospective
merger of the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains police departments is a recipe
for disaster. The financial reasoning
behind the merger is murky, the sav-
ings unknown and the impact to po-
lice response times, especially in
Fanwood, uninvestigated. No seri-
ous analysis of the savings behind the
merger has been performed. Both
mayors and town councils admit that
the amount of the savings is unknown,
and any level of savings is likely to be
miniscule to the average homeowner.

Cost savings from mergers occur
when there is a significant reduction
in costs. There are no such reductions
to be found in the police department
mergers. Both departments have ex-
cellent teams of experienced offic-
ers, all of whom would join the
merged department. Our excellent
police chiefs and senior officers would
also all join the combined force. Their
salaries, benefits and pensions are a
very large portion of our costs, and
they would not be reduced. We would
end up with a new department with
all the personnel costs of both current
departments!

Public safety, however, is the most
important factor in considering a po-
lice department merger, and any study

of how response times (and other
factors) would be changed has either
not been performed or not made pub-
lic. The 2010 shared services report
is famously lacking any serious analy-
sis. Fanwood residents should be es-
pecially wary, since our response
times are currently very fast. If you
have ever had the chance to dial the
police in Fanwood, you know that the
patrol cars are in your driveway be-
fore you hang up the phone! With
only a square mile to patrol, and one
to two patrol cars on the road, they
are always going to be there immedi-
ately. With a combined force, who
knows where the one to two patrol
cars on duty might be? One on the
northside of Route 22 and one below
Ashbrook Golf Course?

With the current rash of break-ins
in these troubled economic times it is
crucial that our elected officials find
ways to reduce tax burdens, and I
thank them for their efforts. But,
merging our police departments with-
out significant (or maybe any) tax-
payer savings and a completely un-
known impact to public safety and
response times is not the way to do it.

David McIntyre
Fanwood

Criticizing Obama; No Purpose To
Demonize And Descend Into Gutter

I’ve seen news reports that repre-
sentatives of the Summit Town Coun-
cil have recently been going to the
Union County Freeholders’ meetings
to complain about the level of county
taxes imposed on Summit residents.
I’d like to urge the members of the
councils of all 21 municipalities in
Union County, including the mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains Council, to
start going to the freeholder meet-
ings.

Our council members ought to at-
tend the county freeholder meetings
and register, on behalf of the resi-
dents of Scotch Plains, our unhappi-
ness with the level of county property
taxes. In Scotch Plains, we are taxed
more by the county than by the town.
That’s not the way it should be.

My guess is that the town council
members have not concluded that the
level of county taxation imposed on
their residents is appropriate. At least
I certainly hope not! I suspect that if
you asked the residents of Scotch
Plains, the answer would be pretty
clear that we are not happy with the
level of county taxation. It is far too
high. The county freeholders seem to
be completely oblivious to the dis-
content of its taxpayers. The county
budget is approaching a half of a
billion (billion, with a “B”) dollars.
As bad as the rate of increase in our
municipal taxes have been over the
last 20 years, the county has been
much worse. Our town council re-
cently seems to be trying to keep tax
increases to a minimum. The free-
holders are not.

The county spends far too much
money. Golf courses, dog parks, ice
skating rinks, new court buildings,
palatial police stations, boats, county
cars, free gas, innumerable people
making huge salaries, nepotism, are
just a few of the issues with county
spending. To top it off, the at-large
voting system by which the freehold-
ers are elected results in one party
rule (such that many of the freehold-
ers lose the vote in their home towns
but stay in office due to a political
machine) allowing the freeholders to
ignore issues raised by anyone other
than political bosses.

At the local level, the town council
frets about a few thousand dollars
here and there, but meanwhile we

pay more in taxes to the county than
to the town. And that money is spent
with virtually no input by us resi-
dents. We are ignored. Members of
every town council in the county
should be going to the freeholder
meetings. Regardless of whether
Republicans or Democrats, council
members should be going to those
meetings and complaining and hold-
ing – or at least trying to hold – the
freeholders’ feet to the fire regarding
taxes and spending. They shouldn’t
be afraid of upsetting the apple cart.
Nor should they think that it wouldn’t
do any good so they shouldn’t bother.

Publicly putting pressure on the
freeholders will eventually have re-
sults. It is in the nature of all politi-
cians that they will, eventually, try to
avoid negative publicity. I’m re-
minded of a saying regarding a gar-
dener who was asked to plant some
trees which would take many years to
grow to full size and hence didn’t
think it was worth doing so. The
property owner’s response was along
the lines of, “In that case you’d better
hurry and get them in the ground.”
This is a case where it is better to try
and fail, than it is to fail to try.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

A Money Tree In The
Back Yard I Was Never

Able To Find
I’m sorry, my math teacher must

have failed me, as I don’t understand
the town’s announcement. The Town
of Westfield said they are applying to
the federal government for salaries
for two new police positions and four
new firemen positions.

Now, we have just been told that
the Westfield budget is $1.5 million
in the red, and they want to raise taxes
to cover this “shortfall?” Enter the
“new” sewer tax. Now they are tell-
ing us that (in addition) they want to
hire six more people?

Are they telling us that the pen-
sions and the salaries of these new six
positions are going to be paid by the
federal government for the next 25
years? If not, where is the money
coming from for these new extra
hires?

Property values, and hence tax rev-
enues will be sliding down. People
are losing their jobs every day. There
are two million more foreclosures
yet to hit the court system. So, there
will be less money in the Westfield
tax coffer.

Now my daughters always talked
about a money tree in the back yard,
but I was never able to find it. Does
the Town of Westfield have a secret
money tree? Is my math wrong?

Carl Swenson
Westfield

It is sad to see political discourse in
national media stoop to the low levels
of falsehoods, innuendo and charac-
ter assassination that have become
prevalent in recent years. It is sadder
to see that occur in the local media in
our community. Unfortunately, a let-
ter to the editor in the March 15 issue
of The Westfield Leader, criticizing
the Obama administration, is an ex-
ample of that.

It is one thing for the author to
criticize the administration for the
high cost of gas and “confiscating
taxation,” which is completely wrong
since global forces control the price
of gas, and the administration has
actually reduced or limited taxes for
the majority of taxpayers through
payroll and other taxes. At least that

is a substantive opinion on policy
issues.

However, referring to the adminis-
tration, U.S. Senate, unions and “se-
lective ethnic groups” as “evil forces”
is hyperbole that is character assassi-
nation and unnecessary. Even worse,
asserting that the Obama administra-
tion policies “are meant to make you
part of his expanding plantation of
dependent slaves” injects thinly dis-
guised racial innuendo that has no
reason to exist in such discourse.

It is fair to discuss political issues
in an objective manner; it serves no
legitimate purpose to demonize and
descend into the gutter to do so.

Charles Stotter
Westfield

“In the spring, a
young man's fancy

lightly turns to
thoughts of love.”

Alfred Lord Tennyson

The Addition of Urban Outfitters
Is a Breath of Fresh Air

With the recent approval of an application
made by national retail chain Urban Outfitters to
renovate and occupy the historic Westfield Trust
Company building on the corner of East Broad
and Elm Streets in downtown Westfield, hipsters
will not have to go far to find fun, humorous and
sometimes kitschy apparel.

The chain creates a distinctive shopping envi-
ronment by incorporating vintage-inspired de-
signs, along with cutting edge creations that will
blend perfectly in the unique space.

Although Urban Outfitters ironic, tongue-in-
cheek sense of humor has sometimes caused a
stir among certain groups in the past, the chain’s
target audience, the 18 to 30 crowd, seem to
embrace its retro, bohemian style. Hopefully,
residents will also embrace the addition of this
trendy new store that will once again breath life

into the iconic building that has sat empty since
2008.

The evolution of Westfield’s downtown has
come along way since the days, decades ago, of
Woolworth’s and Sealfons. With the addition of
Urban Outfitters, it seems safe to say that a new,
and possibly younger crowd will be drawn to the
downtown. An influx of youthful energy might
be just what the doctor ordered.

Kudos to the Westfield Board of Adjustment
for exercising flexibility when working with the
retailer in order to seal the deal.

Westfield boasts an eclectic and varied down-
town seldom matched by other places. Welcome
Urban Outfitters.

We look forward to them opening their doors,
joining the community and filling a void left
empty for far too long.

New Ice Skating Center? Maybe...
If A Public-Private Partnership

A recently completed study by the County of
Union has recommended construction of an ice-
skating center at Oak Ridge Park in Clark. The
estimated $9-million facility would be open year-
round and would be the magnet for the further
development of the former golf course into other
passive and active uses.

The county is also looking to include tennis
courts, a skateboarder park, water spray park, handi-
capped-accessible playground, pedestrian bridge,
disc golf and archery range areas. Did we leave
anything out?

The county has gone out for a grant for half of $16-
million of some of the proposed development at Oak
Ridge. From the report, we can’t figure the total
figures and just how much money all this would
eventually cost.

While the current Warinanco Park ice skating
center in Roselle is in poor condition, our concern is
not with the need for such a center, but whether this
is affordable — Should it be a county-operated, tax-
funded facility? Perhaps, this would be a great
public-private venture, with the county leasing the

land to a business that would finance, construct and
operate the facility — keeping the profits (and
losses).

If there’s no business willing to undertake the
venture with profit and loss risk, then the facility
should not be built. Taxpayers should not be skewered
on the hook for this.

Of course the neighborhood in Clark needs to be
involved before a surprise ‘Megplex’ sprouts up in
their backyards and highways are built to support the
traffic.

The county debt is over $560 million, and that
does not include the $45 million to be spent for the
proposed new family court complex to be built in
Elizabeth.

Until the onerous county debt is put right (brought
down to manageable levels), the puerile wish list of
spending must be suspended — in our view. Maybe
a few projects currently considered necessary should
be suspended too?

At some point in time, shouldn’t we face up to
reality before reality punches us in the nose with a
knockout thump?

Need Help? It’s there at www.goleader.com/helpNeed Help? It’s there at www.goleader.com/helpNeed Help? It’s there at www.goleader.com/helpNeed Help? It’s there at www.goleader.com/helpNeed Help? It’s there at www.goleader.com/help

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Keddah – An elephant trap
2. Mabble – To wrap
3. Heuretic – A branch of logic dealing

with discovery or invention
4. Pertussis – Whooping cough

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PERRIER
1. The head of a household in France
2. A hat maker; haberdasher
3. An investigator or detective
4. A medieval catapult for hurling

stones
PONTACQ

1. A slingshot
2. A river of southeast Michigan that

empties into Lake Erie
3. A type of red wine
4. An engineer who specializes in build-

ing temporary bridges
HEMATEMESIS

1. The passage or velosity of red blood
cells

2. Verility; manliness
3. The transformation of blood in the

lungs from venous blood to arterial blood
4. To vomit blood

SPIV
1. A person who lives by his wits,

without doing any work
2. Speaking rapidly
3. An organ stop producing a thin,

reedy sound
4. Wreathed; coiled; curly

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
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Spring is traditionally the season
when job hunting kicks into high gear,
and with this in mind, I’d like to alert
Union County residents to resources
that can help connect you with local
employers and career development op-
portunities in our area.

One useful resource is our Job Con-
nection newsletter in partnership with
Union County College. You can find it
on our website, www.ucnj.org, and at
www.ucc.edu. The Job Connection in-
cludes individual job postings, infor-
mation on companies and organiza-
tions that are recruiting for multiple
openings in our area, and alerts on job
fairs and other special events.

Two other important resources are
Union County’s One-Stop Career Cen-
ters, located in Elizabeth and Plainfield.
These provide a range of free job search
services including resume preparation
and interview coaching. The One-Stops
can also connect you with classes in
adult literacy, ESOL, computer train-
ing, information about professional cer-
tification and apprenticeship programs
in our area, and many other services.

For military veterans or persons with
disabilities, our Office of Veterans’ Af-
fairs and our Office for the Disabled can
help you identify additional employ-
ment resources for which you may be
eligible.

If you are considering starting a small
business, I encourage you to participate
in our Union County Means Business
initiative. It consists of free networking
workshops, a free newsletter and a

Union County News

Al Mirabella, Chairman
Union County Freeholder Board

Connecting with Career
Opportunities in Union County

The Name Should Carry On:
USS Enterprise

The below letter describes the end-
ing of a tradition and asks for help
from our elected officials in Wash-
ington. Should any of your readers
feel that a USS Enterprise should
continue to sail the high seas, under
the American flag and in defense of
our country, please contact you
elected officials and sign the petition
mentioned below.

To Sen. Lautenberg, Sen.
Menendez, Rep. Lance and Rep. Holt:

I learned that the USS Enterprise,
the world’s first nuclear aircraft car-
rier, departed on her final deploy-
ment. She is the second oldest war-
ship on our Navy’s roister, but is the
only one in active service. I under-
stand that when she returns she will
be decommissioned, her nuclear
power plants removed and then she
will be scrapped. This in itself is
disturbing, but perhaps understand-
able considering the damage to her
hull in the reactors removal.

However what is not acceptable is
that her name will no longer be car-

ried on one of our warships. She
represents our history, where we came
from, and honors those that have
served, fought and died on her decks
in defense of our freedom.

Please stop this from happening.
We need to have her name, USS En-
terprise, on a future carrier that will
assure her and our history will exist
for decades to come. In addition, we
owe it to the future generations of
Americans so they know of the sacri-
fices made by those that served on
her and by all of other service men
and woman who wore the uniform of
our country since 1775.

There is an online petition calling
for her replacement, CVN-80, be
christened USS Enterprise. This is
the website: ussenterp.epetitions.net.

Please do what ever you can, reso-
lution, bill, pressure on the Navy
Brass, etc. such that CVN-80 main-
tains the tradition of the name USS
Enterprise.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

website that is the clearinghouse for
many resources in Union County, at
ucnj.org/ucmeansbusiness.

Taking the long view, over the past
dozen or so years the freeholder board
has worked alongside many public and
private partners to help build new ca-
reer opportunities in Union County.

One early hallmark was the reclaim-
ing of an unused industrial site to build
the Jersey Gardens Mall, which since
its opening in 1999 has created hun-
dreds of new jobs.

In the years since then, Newark Lib-
erty Airport has been expanded and
Elizabeth Seaport has been dredged,
enabling this major shipping hub to
keep creating new jobs in Union County.

More recently, we have repositioned
Union County’s renowned Galloping
Hill Golf Course as a regional attrac-
tion that is creating new private sector
jobs on site while bringing new visitors
to our area.

Other recent projects include the new
Wakefern supermarket cooperative
warehouse, which will keep hundreds
of jobs in Union County while adding
many more new positions, and a new
parking garage and other improvements
to spark activity in our main economic
hub, Elizabeth.

The past decade has also seen tre-
mendous growth in Union County’s
education infrastructure as Kean Uni-
versity, Union County College and
our Vo-Tech high schools have ex-
panded their programs to meet high-
demand fields including health care,
science, and technology.

All in all, we have come a long way
and the freeholder board will continue
to aggressively pursue every opportu-
nity to support those who seek to work
or do business in Union County.

For all Union County programs and
events visit ucnj.org or call the Public
Info Line, 877-424-1234.

To contact individual programs in
this article:

Union County One-Stop Career Cen-
ter, Elizabeth, 921 Elizabeth Avenue,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07201, Phone: (908)
558-8000; Union County One-Stop
Career Center, Plainfield, 200 West
Second Street, Plainfield, N.J. 07060,
Phone: (908) 757-9090; Union County
Office of Veterans Affairs, Phone: (908)
659-7407 or (908) 527-4717, toll-free
hotline (866) 640-7115; Union County
Office for the Disabled, Phone/TTY
(908) 527-4807 (TTY please dial 711);
Union County Means Business, visit
www.ucnj.org/ucmeansbusiness or e-
mail ucmeansbusiness@ucnj.org.

NYPD Gets Support for Counter-Terroism

Home Video Studio’s Weiniger is
Keynote Speaker at Video Conference
With constantly changing cell

phone technology, and iPads and other
tablet computers becoming main-
stream, video is an essential aspect of
our everyday lives. As the owner of
Home Video Studio in Westfield, Dan
Weiniger understands this better than
most.

“Video Technology is constantly
changing and it is crucial to learn all
of the new techniques and software
currently available,” said Weiniger.
To improve his expertise in video
production, Weiniger just returned
from an intense week of advanced
training in Indianapolis, IN, through
his affiliation with Home Video Stu-
dio (HVS). HVS was recently named
Entrepreneur magazine’s #1 franchise
in the Photography and Video Ser-
vices category.  Weiniger and HVS
work with the same technology used
in making Hollywood movies and
network television shows.

“With more consumers owning
high tech video cameras, I want them
to be able to trust me to add that

professional quality to their videos,”
says Weiniger. He specializes in pro-
ducing photo video keepsakes, video
to DVD transfers, home movie trans-
fers, video duplication, video edit-
ing, sports or music scholarship vid-
eos and more.

Weiniger not only participated in
the workshops, he gave the keynote
speech to the other franchise owners
(watch it here: http://vimeo.com/
37955613) and led a workshop on
building your video studio customer
base using social media. Weiniger is
active on social media sites including
Facebook (https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
homevideostudio), Twitter
(@VideoNowNJ) and many others.

To reach Weiniger at Home Video
Studios in Westfield, call (908) 301-
9033, email him at
dan.w@homevideostudio.com, or
visit his website,
www.homevideostudio.com/dan.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

AWARD...Owner of Home Video Studio in Westfield, Dan Weiniger, receives
award from Entrepreneur magazine. See story on this page.

Milton and Dickens...
On The Head of a Pin

The Encyclopedia Britannia has
announced that it will after 244 years
no longer publish a print edition.
George Cauz its president com-
mented, “We knew this was going to
come.”

An era has ended. Gone are the
days of the door-to-door salesman
selling this 32-volume behemoth. And
all the jobs that went with this! Gone
too is a generation of people who
enjoyed the look of the physical en-
cyclopedia with its beautiful cover
and binding and the feel of its glossy
paper.

How proud I was to have a physical
copy of that other great encyclope-
dia, The World Book! How wonderful
it looked in my bookshelf!

Mr. Cauz rationalized, “A printed
encyclopedia is obsolete the minute
that you print it. Whereas our online
edition is updated continually.”

Richard Reyes Gavilan of the
Brooklyn Public Library told the
BBC, “In many instances doing a
keyword search in an online resource
is simply a lot faster than standing up
looking at the index of the Britannica
and then finding the appropriate vol-
ume.”

True but is the measure of knowl-
edge the speed with which we may
find it? Will the day come when a
public library will consist only of
“electronic readers?”

What will become of the publish-

ing industry and the remnants of the
bookseller industry?

Will the pulp and paper industry, a
major employer in the United States,
have any future as more and more
information becomes obtainable only
“on-line?”

What will happen to the United
States Postal Service as “on-line”
communication takes an ever bigger
toll of first class and other mail?

How will our society look without
the rustle of the morning newspaper
at the local coffee shop? Where each
person will be cocooned in this or
that electronic information retrieval
device? With no newsboys hawking
the newspaper? Will all the works of
Shakespeare and Milton and Dickens
and Melville and Faulkner and the
others can simply be contained on
the head of an electronic pin?

Will we be better off in that new
age?

How amazing that human history
proceeded with such great achieve-
ments as the Parthenon and the Pyra-
mids and the Eiffel Tower and Verdi’s
Aida and Mozart’s symphonies with-
out computers — without software
programming?

Maybe I am a dinosaur in our time
of computer wonders but maybe too
I want to remain a dinosaur.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

REGION — In a full-page ad in
Monday’s New Jersey Journal, “Secure
America Now” pushes back against Gov.
Chris Christie’s criticism of the NYPD.
Christie and U.S. Attorney General Eric
Holder have attacked the NYPD. The ad
reads: “New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie has attacked the New York City
Police Department’s surveillance of po-
tential terrorists across state lines.

And now Attorney General Eric Holder
has joined Christie’s criticism. Gov.
Christie bashed the NYPD for behaving
as if ‘their jurisdiction is the world.’

Actually, considering the 9/11 attack,
the first World Trade Center attack and
subsequent terror plots against New York
City, we think Commissioner Kelly and
the NYPD are right.

We respectfully ask Governor Christie

and Attorney General Holder to retract
the criticism and continue to encourage
the NYPD in its counterterror policies.

As New York City Mayor Bloomberg
pointed out, ‘A lot of the World Trade
Center terrorists that took 3,000 people
went back and forth to New Jersey. To
say that the NYPD should stop at the
border is a bit ridiculous.’

Considering that the first WTC bomb-
ing was carried out by terrorists with ties
to New Jersey and there have been re-
ports of terror plots against the Holland
Tunnel, PATH tubes, and the George
Washington Bridge, we think the NYPD
is doing their job.

Instead of getting upset at MTV’s Jer-
sey Shore and Snooki, Governor Christie
needs to apologize and direct his atten-
tion with the NYPD against terrorism.”

Transportation
Committee Is Not An

Arm of The DEMs
TRENTON — Assembly Republi-

can Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
Westfield) issued the following state-
ment on last week’s Assembly vote
approving AR-61, a resolution giv-
ing the Assembly Transportation,
Public Works and Independent Au-
thorities Committee subpoena power
as part of a “special” committee in-
vestigation into the operations of the
Port Authority.

“I believe this issue should be re-
solved through the bipartisan audit
already being conducted by Gover-
nors Christie and Cuomo. A partisan,
politically-motivated investigation
led by the State Democratic Party
Chairman sets a bad precedent. This
resolution does not create the fair and
objective review the public expects.”
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FOR OUR TROOPS…The Support Our Troops Committee of Martin Wallberg
Post No. 3 of the American Legion in Westfield is pictured with 10 boxes of goods
members packed on February 28 and shipped on February 29 to two servicemen
in Afghanistan. Five students from Westfield High School also helped. To
continue its mission, the committee is seeking the APO or FPO addresses of
American military members serving in Afghanistan or elsewhere overseas; cash
donations to help with shipping costs and goods, and donations of goods. To
receive a flyer with complete information, e-mail peterhogaboom@gmail.com or
call Peter Hogaboom at (908) 247-7630.

POLICE BLOTTER
Rotary Grant Applications

Available to Non-Profits
WESTFIELD – Darielle Walsh,

Rotary Club of Westfield Commu-
nity Service Grants chairwoman,
has announced that Rotary grant
applications are now available.

To be considered for a Westfield
Rotary Club Community Service
Grant, local non-profit organiza-
tions must complete and submit the
official grant application before the
Sunday, April 15 deadline. The
Rotary Club, in accordance with its
goal of community service, is most
interested in providing grants for
programs and projects that directly
serve people in the community.

As part of the decision process,
the Grants Committee reviews the
simple one-page application form to
receive a clear understanding of the
way in which the funds are used.
Grants will not be awarded for capi-
tal improvements or operating funds.

Non-profit organizations may re-
ceive a copy of the official applica-
tion directly from the Rotary
website, westfieldrotary.com/, by
e-mail at info@westfieldrotary.com
or by calling Darielle Walsh at (908)
612-7374.

Rotary is a community service

organization comprised of business
and professional men and women
who live or work in the Westfield
area. The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets every Tuesday at 12:15 p.m.
for lunch at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. Prospective members
and guests are welcome at any of
the club’s weekly meetings. For ad-
ditional information, e-mail
info@westfieldrotary.com or visit
the club’s website,
westfieldrotary.com/.

Fanwood Cleanup
On Tap April 21

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Clean
Communities Committee has an-
nounced that the 23rd annual cleanup
will take place on Saturday, April 21,
in celebration of Earth Day.

Volunteers will assemble at 8:30 a.m.
at the south-side Fanwood Train Sta-
tion parking area and will be assigned
to clean a specific area. Adults and
children are invited to become “pick-
up partners” and clean litter from the
borough’s parks and public areas. The
work should be completed before noon.

Earth Day T-shirts, work gloves
and litter bags will be furnished to all
participants.

Chaired by Public Works Director
Clint Dicksen, the Fanwood Clean
Communities Committee also includes
Bob McCarthy, Greg Cummings,
Donna Dolce, Linda Talcott and Dean
Talcott. The committee is working in
conjunction with the Fanwood De-
partment of Public Works.

Volunteers are asked to notify the
Fanwood Department of Public Works
in advance by calling (908) 322-7404.
Walk-ins also will be welcome.

Free Hip-Hop Dance Event
To Be Held Saturday at ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – The Fourth An-

nual Why We Dance event will take
place this Saturday, March 24, at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

This free event will be open to the
public and will focus on hip-hop danc-
ing. Those interested in the work-
shops or performing during the share
period are asked to contact Candace
Waller at whywedance@gmail.com
or (908) 432-2003.

Registration will take place at 11
a.m. The first workshop, from 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., will feature Nick
Abreu presenting Hip-hop with a
touch of Salsa and Merengue.

The second workshop, to be held
from 12:45 to 1:45 p.m., will feature
Joy S. Jackson presenting Hip-Hop
Soul.

There will be a share/performance
period between 2 and 3 p.m.

A hip-hop dancer, Mr. Abreu will
focus on the Latin influence on hip-
hop in his workshop. He has worked
as a choreographer, appeared in sev-

eral videos and is now working on a
documentary about the legendary
Funhouse nightclub.

Mr. Abreu was a guest dance teacher
for the Tuesday night hip-hop classes
that took place at the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council. He and Why We
Dance Coordinator Candace Waller
have been working with students on a
special hip-hop dance that will be per-
formed during the 2 p.m. share period.

Ms. Jackson has been a profes-
sional dancer for 10 years. As a cer-
tified dance instructor, she teaches all
ages, from preschool to adults, and is
versed in genres such as hip-hop,
“improv,” modern funk, lyrical, litur-
gical, jazz and ballet. She has held
dance workshops not just on the U.S.
east coast, but also in Haiti, Panama
and Costa Rica.

This program is made possible in
part by a HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands)
Grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. For more
information about the classes or the
event, contact Ms. Waller at
whywedance@gmail.com or call
(908) 432-2003.

‘Y’ Plans Registration
For Spring Session

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y” Spring 2 Session will run
April 22 to June 16. Registration for
Gold and Silver individual and fam-
ily members will begin on Thurs-
day, March 29. Members can regis-
ter online. Open registration for pro-
gram and new members will begin
at 7:30 a.m. on Monday, April 2.

Highlights and new programs this
session will include: Diabetes Ex-
ercise and Nutrition Program, TRX
Suspension Training Group Class,
Water Polo Spring Clinic, Dynamic
Duo Parent and Tween/Teen Swim
Workout, Ballet, Tap and Jazz for
children, Cheerleading and Move
with Me!

The Westfield Area “Y” serves the
communities of Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield. To learn
more about Westfield Area “Y” pro-
grams, visit westfieldynj.org. Finan-
cial assistance is available for those
who qualify.

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents

RSVP appreciated: 908-654-5200

EMMY AWARD WINNING ACTRESS

ELAINE BROMKA

THE CHELSEA AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE  FANWOOD, NJ 07023

SATURDAY,  MARCH 24TH -- 3:00 PM

In her acclaimed, one-woman show:

Lady Bird, Pat & Betty:
Tea for Three

An intimate portrait of three First Ladies.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Local Knights Schedule
Semi-Annual Fish Fry
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will have their
semiannual Fish Fry event on Friday,
March 30, from 6 to 8 p.m. at their
council hall. Catered by Thistles, the
dinner will include French fries, cole-
slaw, dessert and coffee. Advance
tickets are $12 for adults and $10 for
children under 12. Tickets at the door
will be $15. Participants may dine in
or take out their meals.

Tickets can be purchased week-
days after 4 p.m. at the council hall,
located at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood, opposite PathMark. On
weekends, individuals are asked to
call (908) 789-9809 first after 2:30
p.m. Parking is available behind the
Knights hall off of Willow Avenue.
Advance tickets are strongly recom-
mended. For more information, call
(908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.

‘History’s Wheels’ Show
Is Due at Hetfield House

MOUNTAINSIDE – “History’s
Wheels, The Third Circuit,” a local
car show, will be held on Sunday,
April 15, from noon to 4 p.m. at the
historic Hetfield House. The Hetfield
House is located on Constitution Plaza
in Mountainside.

The Mountainside Historic Resto-
ration Committee will sponsor this
third annual event. Don Jeka is the
event organizer.

There is a suggested registration of
$10 per car and $3 per spectator, with
children admitted for free. Car regis-
tration will cover all passengers. Food
will be available, including hot dogs,
pretzels and popcorn from a catered
truck, and Girl Scouts will sell cook-
ies. All proceeds will support Hetfield

House activities.
A People’s Choice trophy will be

awarded, but there will be no formal
judging. “This is designed as a casual
car show, meant to be enjoyed as a
low-key sport, showing off the variety
and splendor of classic automobiles,
one vote only per visitor,” said Mr.
Jeka. “If last year is any indication,
we’ll have over 30 cars on display.”

The Mountainside Historic Resto-
ration Committee is a committee of
volunteers governed by the Borough
of Mountainside. Its purpose is to
maintain the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and collect and preserve his-
toric information and items. For fur-
ther information, call (908) 789-9420
or access mountainsidehistory.org.

Cash For Gold Event
Set Saturday at ECF
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
(ECF) will hold a Cash For Gold
Open House event this Saturday,
March 24, from 1 to 4 p.m. at 1833
Front Street in Scotch Plains.

Individuals are invited to bring
their gold and silver – in any condi-
tion – in exchange for cash. For
further information, call Barbara at
(908) 322-4323, extension no. 17.

Westfield
Monday, March 12, Owen Murkey, 42,

of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Bridgewater warrant for $750 pursu-
ant to a motor vehicle stop on the 400
block of West South Avenue. Further
investigation revealed there were addi-
tional warrants for him from Somerville,
for $617; Piscataway, for $350, and
Plainfield, for $152. Murkey was unable
to post bail and was turned over to the
Somerville Police Department.

Tuesday, March 13, Shanell N. Smith,
29, of Linden was arrested during a mo-
tor vehicle stop on the 600 block of
Central Avenue on an outstanding Scotch
Plains warrant. She was transported to
police headquarters and released after
posting $89 bail.

Tuesday, March 13, Erin M. Kelly, 44,
of Westfield was arrested during an inves-
tigation of a disorderly person on the 200
block of Prospect Street. Police later iden-
tified the disorderly individual as Kelly.
As police attempted to conduct their in-
vestigation, Kelly was uncooperative, yell-
ing and not responding to the officers’
commands, according to authorities. While
police attempted to arrest her for disor-
derly conduct, Kelly resisted and bit a
finger of one of the officers, authorities
said. Kelly was charged with disorderly
conduct, resisting arrest and aggravated
assault on a police officer. She was issued
a summons for two of the offenses and a
warrant for the aggravated assault charge.
Kelly was released after posting $4,000
bail with a 10-percent cash alternative.

Tuesday, March 13, Joshua Harmon, 27,
of Piscataway was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue near Central
Avenue on an outstanding East Orange
warrant for $500. He was transported to
police headquarters and turned over to the
East Orange Police Department.

Tuesday, March 13, Ian E. Stabenow,
19, of Westfield was arrested on the 300
block of West Broad Street on an outstand-
ing no-bail Union County Sheriff’s Office
(UCSO) warrant. While police were in the
process of turning Stabenow over to the
UCSO, he allegedly attempted to escape
from custody through a door in the process-
ing room of police headquarters. When he
ran to the door, a security feature caused
him to crash into the door and stymied his
escape attempt. He immediately was se-
cured by officers and charged with escape
and criminal attempt. Bail was set at
$10,000. Stabenow was transported to the
Union County jail pending an appearance
in Superior Court in Elizabeth.

Tuesday, March 13, Tyshon Allen, 21,
of Elizabeth was arrested on the 300
block of West Broad Street on an out-
standing Cranford warrant for $901. Allen
was turned over to the Cranford Police
Department.

Tuesday, March 13, a business located
on the 300 block of First Street reported that
someone unknown stole approximately 40
pounds of copper valued at $120.

Wednesday, March 14, a resident of
the 300 block of North Chestnut Street
reported a burglary at the home in which
someone unknown stole approximately
$1,850 worth of property.

Wednesday, March 14, a resident of the
100 block of Karen Terrace reported the
theft of an iPhone and blue otter box case
from a backpack while it was in a Westfield
High School locker room. The total value
of the theft is approximately $650.

Wednesday, March 14, four lead-
coated copper drainage spouts were re-
ported stolen from a building on the 400
block of East Broad Street. The approxi-
mate total value of the theft is $1,400.

Thursday, March 15, Jermaine Free-
man, 24, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant for $229
during a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Clark Street. He posted bail
and was released.

Thursday, March 15, Tauheedah
Collins, 34, of Elizabeth was arrested at
police headquarters on a Westfield war-
rant for $178. Collins was released after
posting bail.

Thursday, March 15, Semaj Farrow,
30, of Plainfield was arrested after turn-
ing himself in at police headquarters on a
Westfield warrant for $500. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Friday, March 16, Christopher Parker,
28, of Martinsburg, W. Va. was arrested
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance (CDS)/less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop at the Route 28
traffic circle. He was released on a sum-
mons with an April 3 court date.

Friday, March 16, more than 100 feet of
copper drain gutters and a length of copper
pipe was reported stolen from the outside
of a building on the 1600 block of Rahway
Avenue. The value of the theft is $525.

Saturday, March 17, Thomas White, 23,
of Paterson was arrested on an outstanding
Scotch Plains warrant for $165 following a
motor vehicle stop on Lamberts Mill Road.
He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, March 17, a radar detector,
valued at $100, was removed from a
motor vehicle on the 1700 block of
Boynton Avenue.

Saturday, March 17, an iPod and a
radar detector, valued at $350, were re-
moved from a motor vehicle on the 1800
block of Boynton Avenue.

Sunday, March 18, Michael Santos,
35, of Westfield was arrested at Central
Avenue and Frazee Court and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI).
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he subsequently also was
charged with refusal to take a breath test.
He was released on his own recognizance
to a responsible person; however, he later
was charged with disorderly conduct at
police headquarters, for which he re-
ceived a summons.

Sunday, March 18, Karen Dentz, 37, of
Westfield was arrested and charged with
DWI at Central Avenue and Frazee Court.
She was released to a responsible person.

Sunday, March 18, a series of 10 motor
vehicle burglaries were reported on mul-
tiple streets, with various items taken. The
incidents took place on the 1000 block of
Boulevard, 100 and 400 blocks of Linden
Avenue, 100 block of Gallowae and 700
block of Oak Avenue. Items removed
from the vehicles included cash and loose
change, headphones, a brief case, a cell
phone, two Garmin GPS units, a CD case
and BlackBerry phone case.

Sunday, March 18, Justin England,
19, of Warren was arrested and charged

with possession of drug paraphernalia
and possession of an alcoholic beverage
by a person under the legal age following
a motor vehicle stop at West Broad Street
and Hazel Avenue. He was released on
his own recognizance with summonses.

Fanwood
Monday, March 12, Preston McCloud,

25, of Roselle was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop in which he was a
passenger on the 70 block of LaGrande
Avenue on an active warrant out of the
Union County Sheriff’s Office. Authorities
said that while McCloud was being placed
in the police vehicle, Johnny Jordan, 37, of
Plainfield, a second passenger in the ve-
hicle, fled from the scene. A brief foot
pursuit occurred and the suspect was appre-
hended in Plainfield on Loretta Terrace,
police said. McCloud was processed and
turned over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Office. Jordan was charged with hindering
his own apprehension, resisting arrest and
numerous warrants. He was processed and
turned over to the Union County jail in lieu
of bail, which was set at $3,000.

Tuesday, March 13, Bryan Covington,
29, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road and
Cottage Way on an active warrant out of
Plainfield. He was processed, posted bail
and released.

Tuesday, March 13, an individual re-
ported that he parked his motor vehicle at
the Fanwood Train Station and someone
scratched it.

Wednesday, March 14, a resident of
the 100 block of Paterson Road reported
that someone broke a window on her
motor vehicle.

Wednesday, March 14, a resident of the
400 block of South Avenue reported that
someone attempted to break in to his house
after the front door was cracked, as it ap-
pears someone attempted to force open the
door. Entry was not gained, police said.

Friday, March 16, Carlos Moz, 22, of
Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop in which he was a passenger
at Terrill Road and Edwin Place on an
active warrant out of Plainfield. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Friday, March 16, Talford Jacobs, 49,
of Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on the 50 block of South
Avenue in which he was a passenger on an
active Union County Sheriff’s Office war-
rant. He was processed and turned over to
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, March 13, a resident of King

Street reported that someone made ap-
proximately $1,200 in charges on her
credit card without her authorization.

Tuesday, March 13, Dane Doyle, 33,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with possession of a weapon after an
officer responded to a report of a disor-
derly individual walking in the middle of
the road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released af-
ter posting bail.

Wednesday, March 14, Jamee McCoy,
34, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop on Rahway
Road. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Wednesday, March 14, a resident of
Prospect Avenue reported that someone
made several thousand dollars in pur-
chases on his credit card without his
authorization.

Wednesday, March 14, Asya Bell, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Thursday, March 15, the manager of a
cash machine located at Country Club
Lane reported that sometime overnight
someone entered her machine and re-
moved several thousand dollars in cash.

Friday, March 16, a resident of East
Second Street reported that sometime over-
night someone removed his motor ve-
hicle, which was parked in his driveway.

Friday, March 16, a resident of Terrill
Road reported that sometime during the
day someone threw a rock at his motor
vehicle, causing damage.

Friday, March 16, Monique Adams,
26, of Newark was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
She was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Saturday, March 17, Javier Odar, 22,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing $150 Plainfield warrant. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Saturday, March 17, John Mruczinski,
47, of Fanwood was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue on an
outstanding $250 Plainfield warrant. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Saturday, March 17, Benny Rouland,
43, of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Front Street on an outstand-
ing $1,500 warrant issued by the Middlesex
Court. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Sunday, March 18, the manager of a
Route 22 West gas station reported that at
approximately 10:50 p.m. an unknown
suspect walked up to the manager, pulled
out a handgun and demanded money.
According to police, the suspect then fled
on foot with an undetermined amount of
cash. The manager was not injured, au-
thorities reported.

Mountainside
Wednesday, March 14, Mario A.

Menjivar-Diaz, 34, of Newark was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 at Lawrence Avenue for an
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) detainer/warrant. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and turned over to ICE.

Saturday, March 17, the owner of a
business on Sheffield Street reported that
an air conditioning unit and coil, valued at
approximately $150, were removed from
his property. According to police, the sus-
pects were caught on a surveillance video,
which was turned over to police.

Sunday, March 18, Teron M. Winstead,
37, of Irvington was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension and on mul-
tiple warrants out of Newark in the amount
of $2,100 after a motor vehicle in which he
was a passenger was stopped for a viola-
tion. Winstead allegedly gave police a
false name. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.
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Temple Sholom Offers
Pray and Play Event
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of

Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites fami-
lies with children ages 4 and under
to a Shabbat Pray and Play event this
Saturday, March 24, featuring mu-
sic, maracas, puppets and parachutes.

The monthly, 30-minute interac-
tive service, led by Student Cantor
Vicky Glikin, will begin at 10 a.m.
and will be followed by a free bagel
brunch in the playroom. Older sib-
lings are welcome.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, at
the corner of Martine and LaGrande
Avenues in Fanwood. Attendees are
asked to meet in the chapel around
the corner, off of Marian Avenue.
Participants are asked to enter
through the door on Marian marked
“Temple Sholom.” For more infor-
mation, call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

COOLEST CARS…Jack Keating, left, and Oliver Vastine hold their trophies for
winning in the “coolest car” category at the Cub Scout Pack No. 73 Pinewood
Derby on February 25. Pack No. 73 meets at the Holy Trinity Interparochial
School in Westfield.

Oasis Church Plans Service,
Festivities on Easter Sunday

MOUNTAINSIDE – Oasis-
Church-NJ.com has announced that
its Easter Sunday service, featuring
uplifting music and a relevant mes-
sage of hope, will take place begin-
ning at 10 a.m. sharp on April 8 at
1180 Spruce Drive in Mountainside.

After the service, in the field next
to Oasis’ big top pole tent, children
will be able to enjoy an Easter Egg
Hunt and the chance to have their
picture taken with the Easter Bunny.
There also will be live bunnies for
petting, courtesy of PetShanty.com
in Scotch Plains.

“Guests will be greeted warmly
at the front door with a bulletin and
a smile. In the lobby by our wel-
come table we will have balloon
twisters, free Starbucks, bagels and
other Easter goodies, and each guest
will also receive a special gift for
celebrating Easter with us,” stated
Pastor David Butler. “The regular

service and kids program end after
about one hour, so families can en-
joy the rest of the day doing other
fun stuff.”

Oasis Church is a casual, brand-
new Christian church known for its
contemporary band and practical,
Biblical messages based on every-
day life. After Easter, Oasis will
hold services at its regular time of
11 a.m. For more information, visit
Oasis-Church-NJ.com or call Pas-
tor Butler at (732) 406-7821.

Terrill Road Baptist
Posts Youth Musical

SCOTCH PLAINS – The children
of the Terrill Road Baptist Church will
present the musical The Ultimate Ques-
tion this Saturday, March 24, at 7 p.m.
All are invited to attend this free pro-
gram about God and His Word.

The Ultimate Question is the story
of contestants answering questions
at a game show, leading up to the
ultimate question – who are we? As
the children learn the ultimate an-
swer, so will audience members. The
performance will feature singers and
actors from kindergarten to sixth
grade. For more information, call
(908) 322-7151.

The Terrill Road Baptist Church is
located at 1340 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains. The Reverend William Page
is pastor.

Needle Nite Members
To Exhibit Work

FANWOOD – The Needle Nite
quilters, those who crochet and knit-
ters will exhibit their quilts, afghans
and other items at the Harvest Quilters
annual show on Saturday, March 31.

Entitled “Sharing the Quilts
XXVIII,” the show will take place
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.
These items will then be donated to
charities for hospital patients and oth-
ers in need.

Needle Nite members are already
planning their projects for the com-
ing year. The quilters will learn a new
design at the next meeting on Friday,
April 13. Everyone has many ideas
and participants help each other learn
new skills. Newcomers are welcome
and there is no charge for instruction.

Needle Nite meets on the first Fri-
day of each month (except for holi-
days) at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church at 7:30 p.m. For further in-
formation, call the church at (908)
889-8891 or e-mail
Needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

Temple Sholom to Present
Pre-Passover Pajama Party
FANWOOD – Families with chil-

dren ages 6 and under are invited to a
pre-Passover pajama party and supper
at Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch
Plains on Saturday, March 31. Led by
Director of Education Michelle
Shapiro Abraham and Student Cantor
Vicky Glikin, the 90-minute program
will run from 4:30 to 6 p.m. and will
include dinner, games, singing, art
projects, storytelling and other activi-
ties. Older siblings are welcome.

“Our holiday pajama parties have
been a big hit in past years and we
are really excited about this one,”
said Ms. Shapiro Abraham. “The
station-based program gives time for
parents to both play with their own
children and get to know other par-
ents. It is a great time for everyone!”

The cost of the program is $10 per
family and includes art projects and a
dinner of pizza and assorted salads.
Just for fun, children are encouraged
to attend in their favorite pajamas.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-

enues in Fanwood. The chapel is
around the corner off Marian Av-
enue. Attendees are asked to enter
through the door on Marian marked
Temple Sholom. To register or for
more information, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.

Retirees Group Notes
Meeting For Tuesday
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Active Retirees will
host their next meeting on Tuesday,
March 27, from 10 a.m. to noon in the
upstairs community room of the
Mountainside Municipal Building,
located at 1385 Route 22, East.

A representative from the
Mountainside Rescue Squad will be
the guest speaker and will give a talk
on emergency procedures available.
All retirees are encouraged to attend
and also to join in the fellowship and
refreshments following the presen-
tation. For more information, call
Ellie Annis at (908) 232-4399.

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
Tea at Sunday Program

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, invites area
residents to enjoy “A Spot of Tea” this
Sunday, March 25, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The story of tea is filled with leg-
ends, world history, intrigue and in-
ternational commerce. From religious
ceremonies to political statements,
tea has come to symbolize more than
just a drink.

The presentation will feature his-
tory, stories and a display of different
tea varieties. Also included will be
tours of the 1740 era farmhouse and
a demonstration of 18th-century
open-hearth cooking using authentic
recipes and ingredients. Admission
will be $3 for adults, $1 for students
and free for children under age 4.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Celebrate the Sea-
son with Spring Cookie Decorating”
on April 1; “The Art of Ancient Rub-
bings” on April 15 and the annual

“Sheep to Shawl Festival” on April
22 from 1 to 4 p.m.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is a nationally recognized living mu-
seum, listed on both the State and
National Registers of Historic Places
and as a site on the New Jersey
Women’s Heritage Trail.

The museum is available for tours
for school groups during the week
as well as for scout troops after
school on weekdays. Special pro-
grams also may be arranged on site
for schools and other community
groups. For more information, visit
the museum’s Facebook page, call
the office weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The website is millercoryhouse.org.

www.goleader.com

First Canine Easter Parade
To Benefit Animal Shelter

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Plainfield
Area Humane Society (PAHS) ani-
mal shelter in Plainfield will hold its
first-ever Canine Easter Parade on
Saturday, March 31, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at Parker Gardens, located at 1325
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

PAHS invites canines of all kinds
and their owners to attend this fun
event, themed after the famous Eas-
ter Parade held every year on Fifth
Avenue in Manhattan, and to come
decked out in their Easter finest (both
canines and humans are encouraged
to dress up). PAHS will award spe-
cial prizes to the best-dressed dogs
wearing Easter costumes – the frillier
and more creative the better – al-
though every dog that shows up will
go home with a blue ribbon.

Donations of $10 per dog will be
used to help the animals at the shel-
ter. PAHS requests that all owners
bring their dogs on a leash, but not
on a retractable leash. The Plainfield

Area Humane Society is a private,
501(c)3 non-profit organization that
has been in continuous operation
since 1933. Its mission is to find a
loving home for every homeless pet.

In addition to caring for and re-
habilitating stray, abandoned and
unwanted animals, PAHS provides
programs on pet care and respon-
sible ownership for scout, school,
church, business and library groups
by appointment and at no charge.

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2012 BULK WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

HOW THE CLEANUP PROGRAM WORKS PERMIT REQUIRED
A permit is required at a cost of $80.00.  The amount of material placed
at the curbside cannot exceed 750 pounds per permit.  More than
one permit can be obtained.  The permit fees must be paid for at the time
of registration.  Each registrant will be issued a placard to be displayed
in a window visible from the street.  Neighbors may share a permit, but
all material must be placed at the address of the designated permit holder.
Permit fees shall be non-refundable.

HOW TO OBTAIN A PERMIT
Please fill registration form out, detach it and either use the mail or in person
registration as described below.  The registration form can also be downloaded
from the Town website at www.westfieldnj.gov.

Registration by Mail
Permits may be obtained through the mail and are to be postmarked no later than
the following schedule:

Postmarked no later than
Ward 3 May 18, 2012
Ward 4 May 25, 2012
Ward 1 June 1, 2012
Ward 2 June 8, 2012

Residents are to mail the completed registration form with a check payable to
“Town of Westfield” to the Department of Public Works, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, NJ  07090, Attention: Residential cleanup.  DO NOT SEND
CASH.  Permits will be mailed back to the resident.  Registrants should have a
general idea of what they will be placing at curbside when they purchase the permit
to determine whether they will need to purchase more than one permit.

In Person Registration
Permits may also be obtained in person at the Westfield Public Works Center, 959
North Avenue, West. Residents are to complete the attached registration application
and bring it to the above address along with a check or money order payable to
the Town of  Westfield.  Cash will not be accepted.  Permits will be sold in
accordance with, and not after, the following schedule:

Wards 3, 4, 1 & 2
Mon. - Fri. May 7 - 11 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Mon. - Fri. May 14 - 18 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Mon. - Fri. May 21 - 25 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Tues. – Thurs. May 29 - 31 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wards 4, 1 & 2 only
Mon. – Thurs. June 4 – 7 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Wards 1 & 2 only
Mon. - Thurs. June 11 - 14 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Ward 2 only
Mon. - Thurs. June 18 - 21 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

2012 BULK WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

Collection of materials will be made BY WARD according to the following schedule
during the month of June. If you are unsure what ward you reside in, please call the
DPW at 908-789-4100 ext. 4600.  For more information on the Town’s permit based
cleanup program, please call: 908-789-4100 extension 4600 or visit the Town Website
at www.westfieldnj.gov

Ward 3 June 4 - 8
Ward 4 June 11 - 15
Ward 1 June 18 - 22
Ward 2 June 25 - 29

CAU Annual Awards Night
To Take Place on April 18

MOUNTAINSIDE – Community
Access Unlimited (CAU) will host
its 28th Annual Awards Night Cel-
ebration on Wednesday, April 18, at
L’Affaire, located at 1099 Route
22, East, in Mountainside.

CAU, a non-profit social services
agency that provides support to people
with disabilities and at-risk youth, will
honor staff, members, community or-
ganizations and individuals within the
community that have supported pro-
grams during the past year.

The following individuals will be
honored at this year’s event:

Alfonsina Savino of the Gateway
School will receive the Educator of
the Year Award.

Rachel Reed of the New Jersey
Division of Developmental Dis-
abilities will receive the Distin-
guished Social Service Award.

Dr. Romeo Caballes, Jr., MD will
receive the Health Care Professional
of the Year Award.

New Providence Police Depart-
ment will receive the Citizen of the
Year Award.

Kenneth Widgeon of the New Jer-
sey Division of Youth and Family
Services will receive the Youth Ad-
vocate of the Year Award.

Charlene Bathelus of Prevention
Links will receive the Community
Partnership Award.

James R. Guerra, Architects-Plan-
ners will receive the Supportive
Housing Service Award.

New Brunswick High School
“Play It Smart” Program will re-
ceive the Community Service Award.

CAU members and staff also will
be cited for their efforts.

Dinner is scheduled for 6 p.m.,
followed by the presentation of
awards at 7:30 p.m. For additional
information or to purchase tickets to
this event, call Katie Baird, coordina-
tor of marketing/fundraising, at (908)
354-3040, extension no. 376.

Single Jewish Friends
To Gather Sunday

AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Luncheon this Sunday, March
25, at noon at Jade Dynasty Chinese
Restaurant, located at 925 Amboy
Avenue in Edison. The cost to attend
is the price of a meal off the menu and
tip plus $3. Interested persons are
asked to respond by calling Roberta
at (908) 668-8450 or e-mailing
roger678@optonline.net.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

CBI to Hold Program
On Passover Seder

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation
Beth Israel (CBI) will host a one-hour
multimedia presentation entitled “300
Ways to Make an Unforgettable Seder”
on Sunday, April 1, at 9:30 a.m.

Sponsored by the synagogue’s
Adult Education Committee, this pro-
gram is open to all. It will cover the
history of the Passover Seder; the
origins of its customs and novel ap-
proaches to making a seder.

Admission is $5 for both CBI mem-
bers and non-members. To register or
for more information, call CBI at
(908) 889-1830. CBI is located at 18
Shalom Way (at the corner of Martine
Avenue) in Scotch Plains.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

– Obituaries –

Olga Armstrong, 94, Devoted to Family;
Had Been Longtime Hospital Volunteer
Olga M. Armstrong of Westfield

died at Brighton Gardens of
Mountainside on Monday, March 12,
2012. She was 94.

Born in Florham Park and raised in
Irvington, Olga moved to Westfield
with her husband after World War II.

Olga was a longtime member of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
and active with the women’s circle.
She also volunteered at Overlook
Hospital into her mid 80s with over
30 years of service. She worked for
Prudential in Newark as a secretary
and left to raise her family. She was
devoted to her family, and until she
died remembered all the names of
her family, grand and great-grand-
children, nieces, nephews and more.

Olga was predeceased by her hus-
band, William A. Armstrong, Sr., in

1997 and is survived by her children,
William A. Jr. of Westfield, Gerald A.
of Westfield and Nancy Marie
Armstrong of Warren, Vt. She also is
survived by four grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.

A funeral service was held on Sat-
urday, March 17, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield.

Arrangements were by Bradley,
Smith and Smith Funeral Home, 415
Morris Avenue, Springfield.

Contributions in Olga’s memory
may be made to The Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, Donor Services,
P.O. Box 4072, Pittsfield, MA 01202.
To send flowers, condolences or for
further information, go to
www.bradleyfuneralhomes.com.

March 22, 2012

Rita Parsons, 90, Was Claims Manager
With Liberty Mutual Insurance

Rita S. Parsons, 90, of Crestwood
Manor, Whiting, died peacefully at
home in her favorite chair on Wednes-
day, March 14, 2012.

Born to Elizabeth
(Rochford) and Harry
Snyder of Westfield, N.J.,
Rita graduated from Holy
Trinity High School in
Westfield. She met her late
husband, Joseph D. Par-
sons, Sr., at Prudential In-
surance in Newark. They
married in 1945 and raised
six children in Westfield.

Rita is survived by her
children, Joseph (Gayle) of
Rancho Palos Verdes, Ca-
lif., John (Patricia) of Plainfield, N.J.,
Paul (Kathleen) of Maplewood, N.J.,
Maryann (Jonathan) Wood of
Needham, Mass., James (Teresa) of
Oakmont, Pa. and Thomas (Mary) of
Moorestown, N.J.; 16 grandchildren;

four great-grandchildren, and a cousin,
Kathryn Durkin. Her sister, Elizabeth
Noonan, preceded her in death.

Rita worked for many years as a
claims manager at Liberty
Mutual Insurance. After re-
tiring in 1984, she moved to
Whiting, where she was ac-
tive as a volunteer with the
library at the Crestwood Vil-
lage VI. In 2009, she moved
into Crestwood Manor, en-
joying her life there with
many friends.

Rita was a 25-year mem-
ber of St. Elizabeth Ann Se-
ton Catholic Church in Whit-
ing. She will be remembered

by all who knew and loved her as a
person who, without fail, was present
to those who needed her.

For information and condolences,
go to www.manchestermemorial.net.

March 22, 2012

Rita S. Parsons

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.A.G.

Claude E. Fusco, III, Little Gym Owner;
Active With St. Helen’s Youth Ministry
Claude E. Fusco, III of Fleming

Island, Fla., formerly of Westfield,
passed away on Thursday, March 15,
2012.

Claude was the owner and an in-
structor of The Little Gym of Or-
ange Park, Fla. He graduated from
Westfield High School and was very
active with the Youth Ministry at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, most notably the Junior/
Senior Retreat.

He attended Boston University and
was a member of Kappa Sigma Fra-
ternity. Claude lived to put smiles on
kids’ faces and felt when he had ac-
complished that, he had a great day.

His mother, Kathryn B. Fusco, pre-
deceased him.

Claude is survived by his father,

Claude E. Fusco, Jr., and his two
sisters, Emily Fusco and Diana Fusco.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated yesterday, Wednesday,
March 21, at St. Helen’s Church in
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
582 Springfield Avenue in Westfield;
www.higginsandbonner.com.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may
be made in Claude’s memory to the
LUNGevity Foundation at
events.lungevity.org/goto/claudefusco
or mail donations to 435 North LaSalle
Street, Suite 310, Chicago, IL 60654 –
In Memory of Claude Fusco.

March 22, 2012

‘Mary Todd Lincoln’ Due
To Visit Fanwood Library

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will celebrate
Women’s History Month with a pre-
sentation of the Traveling Stage
Company’s “Mary Todd
Lincoln: A Woman in His-
tory,” featuring Mary
Ryzuk as the First Lady.

It will take place on
Wednesday, March 28, at
7:30 p.m. at the library,
located at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road. This
will be the fourth of a se-
ries of one-woman shows
presented at the Fanwood
Memorial Library by the
Traveling Stage Company
and the second to feature
Ms. Ryzuk.

A member of a well-respected,
affluent family, Mary Todd Lincoln
entered the social scene as a well-
educated woman with ambitious
goals. She was deeply involved in
the politics of the day, and when
introduced to Abraham Lincoln, a

man of humble means, she immedi-
ately recognized a man of greatness
with a strong political future. After a
brief, sometimes shaky, courtship,

they married and experi-
enced the joys and sor-
rows of family life during
difficult financial and cha-
otic political times.

As Ms. Ryzuk channels
this highly motivating
force behind the 16th presi-
dent of the United States,
Mary Todd Lincoln
emerges as a woman who
wholeheartedly supported
her husband towards the
presidency during one of
the most turbulent times in

United States history – the Civil War.
In addition to her acting, Ms. Ryzuk

is a published author and playwright;
co-founder and artistic director of The
Enchanted Players, and book writer
and lyricist of “The Lodger.” Ms.
Ryzuk’s books include “Thou Shalt
Not Kill” (true story of John List),
“The Gainesville Ripper” and her re-
cent novel, “The Fires Within: The
Summer of ’88,” a murder mystery set
against the background of the
Yellowstone fires of 1988.

The Friends of the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library, celebrating over 25 years
of service to the library, will present
this free program. To register, call the
library at (908) 322-6400 or visit the
library’s circulation desk. For more
information about this or any other
programs, visit fanwoodlibrary.org or
look up the library on facebook.

Mary Ryzuk

Brenda Glover, 88, Registered Nurse;
Active In FUMC Homeless Program

Brenda H. Glover (née Halsall),
88, of Tinton Falls, N.J., formerly
of Westfield, N.J., entered into eter-
nal rest on Friday, March 2, 2012,
at home.

She was born in 1923 in Newark,
N.J., graduated from Newark City
Hospital School of Nursing in 1946
and attended Rutgers University.
She worked as a Registered Nurse
in Newark and Westfield-area hos-
pitals. She was a member of the
First United Methodist Church in
Westfield, a charter member of the
League for Educational Advance-
ment of Registered Nurses and
served as a volunteer for the Over-
look Hospice. She was a former
member of the Union County Hik-
ing Club and a charter member of
the local chapter of the AARP in the
Westfield area.

When the Methodist Church
housed the Union County homeless
every ten weeks for a full week,
Mrs. Glover always assisted by get-
ting all the volunteers to provide
meals. She also helped run the
Union County food pantry in the
Methodist Church.

Mrs. Glover moved to Westfield

in 1955 and lived in her house on
Kensington Drive for 53 years. In
2008 she moved to Seabrook Vil-
lage in Tinton Falls. Surviving are
two sons, Robert D. Glover, Jr. of
Secaucus and Jeffrey L. Glover of
North Plainfield. She was the dear
sister of the late Audrey H. Fusco,
Thomas A. Halsall and William A.
Halsall.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield or
the Associated Humane Society in
Newark.

Mrs. Glover’s ashes are scattered
in an unmarked place of beauty and
reverence in the Memorial Garden
of the First United Methodist
Church in Westfield.

A memorial will be held in the
Fellowship Room of the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield on
Tuesday, March 27, at 3:30 p.m. A
reception will follow at the church.

Arrangements were entrusted to
the Walter J. Johnson Funeral Home
of Clark.

To offer condolences, please visit
www.walterjohnsonfh.com.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12001000

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. UNNL286307B

Plaintiff: HANSEL LAFARGA
VS.
Defendant: ADOLPH J. DIDARIO, JR.
Sale Date: 04/11/2012
Writ of Execution: 02/29/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Seven Hundred
Sixty-One Thousand Eighty-Seven and 30/100***
$761,087.30.

The Property to be sold is located in the
Township of Scotch Plains in the County of Union
and the State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 2 Sassafras
Court

Tax Lot #: 14 in Block #: 15202
Nearest Cross Street: Clydesdale Road
Total Upset:  ***One Million Seventy-Seven

Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Two and 71/100***
$1,077,852.71 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
GUTTERMAN, MARKOWITZ & KLINGER, LLP
240 E GROVE STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090
(908) 654-5700
4 T - 03/15, 03/22, 03/29
& 04/05/12 Fee: $148.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12001152

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-2872-11

Plaintiff: KEITH E. WILLIAMS AND BARBARA
J. WILLIAMS, HUSBAND AND WIFE, AND
GREGORY LAAHEY, AS TENANTS IN COM-
MON, PARTNERS, T/A WILLIAMS-LAHEY AS-
SOCIATES, A NEW JERSEY PARTNERSHIP

VS.
Defendant: MAGIE AVENUE, LLC
Sale Date: 04/18/2012
Writ of Execution: 03/07/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Ninety-One Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty-
Three and 55/100*** $291,983.55.

All that certain lot, piece or parcel of land, with
the buildings and improvements thereon erected,
situate, lying and being in the Borough of
Mountainside, County of Union and State of New
Jersey:

Street: 1243 Route 22 East, Mountainside,
New Jersey 07092

Number of Feet to Nearest Cross Street: Situ-
ated on the southeasterly side of U.S. Route 22
a distance of 90.11 feet from the southeasterly
side of U.S. Route 22.

Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 1, Block 23-A
Dimensions (appriximately): 90.11 Feet x 26.64

Feet x 117.61 feet x 103.08 feet x 141.52 feet.
Amount Due for Taxes: $0.
As the above description does not constitute a

full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain mortgage recorded in the
Office of the Register/Clerk of Union County in
Mortgage Book 7564 at Page 4, et seq.,
Mountainside, New Jersey, and the Writ of Ex-
ecution on file with the Sheriff of Union County.

Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Ninety-Seven
Thousand Four Hundred Twenty and 27/100***
$297,420.27 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
SEIDMAN & PINCUS, LLC - ATTORNEYS
777 TERRACE AVENUE
FIFTH FLOOR
HASBROUCK HEIGHTS, NEW JERSEY 07604
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/12 Fee: $193.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12001147

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007692-11

Plaintiff: GREEN TREE SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: RICHARD WRIGHT AND SUSAN

WRIGHT; MARION SPALDING, TENANT
Sale Date: 04/18/2012
Writ of Execution: 01/14/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Forty-One Thousand Seven Hundred Eight and
57/100*** $341,708.57.

The property to be sold is located in:
Municipality: Borough of Garwood
Street Address: 15 3rd Avenue, Garwood,

New Jersey 07027
Tax Lot: 19, Tax Block: 206
Approximate dimensions: 40 feet x 150 feet
Nearest cross street: Oak Street
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Fifty-One Thou-

sand Six Hundred Forty-Four and 18/100***
$351,644.18 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054-4318
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 03/22, 03/29, 04/05
& 04/12/12 Fee: $153.00

Jews Clues to Feature
‘Shabbat’ on Sunday
FANWOOD – This year, Temple

Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains
offers a new twist on its popular Jews
Clues program. The new “Celebra-
tion Series,” designed for children
ages 2 to 4 with a caregiver, explores
holidays, stories and traditions
through play, music, arts and crafts.

The fourth lesson of this series,
“Shabbat,” will take place this Sunday,
March 25, from 10:30 a.m. to noon at
Union Catholic High School, located
at 1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. The cost is $15 per session.

“When the families arrive that
morning, they go on a hunt for the
three ‘Jews clues’ hidden around the
room,” explains Director of Educa-
tion Michelle Shapiro Abraham.
“When they find the clues, they fig-
ure out together what Jewish tradi-
tion they are learning about that day.”

Participants on March 25 will bake
challah, practice candle blessings, sip
juice and learn ways to enjoy Shabbat
at home. Families will take home the
book “Shabbat Shalom!”

All families are welcome to par-
ticipate in this program. Temple mem-
bership or any previous knowledge
of Judaism is not required. To regis-
ter or for more information about
Temple Sholom’s worship and pro-
grams for young families, visit
sholomnj.org or call (908) 889-4900.

Family Event on Tap
Saturday at Armory
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ar-

mory Family Readiness Groups has
teamed up with the Personal Best
Training Center to create a free event
for the whole family. It will be held
this Saturday, March 24, from 10
a.m. to noon at the Armory, located at
500 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to enjoy kid-friendly Army ob-
stacle courses, interact and take pho-
tographs with real-life Army soldiers
and Army vehicles, and visit the his-
tory-rich Heritage Room. Residents
of Westfield and all surrounding com-
munities are welcome to attend this
celebration of the Armory’s heritage.

While there is no charge to attend,
pre-registration is required and may
be done by e-mailing info@pb-
fitness.com or by calling the Per-
sonal Best Training Center at (908)
789-3337.

ACHIEVING SUCCESS…More than 100 participants and supporters gathered
March 9 at L’Affaire in Mountainside for the Westfield Area “Y”’s 14th Annual
Black Achievers Fundraising and Recognition Banquet. The Connell Company
presented a $10,000 check at the dinner for college scholarships for graduating
seniors and students already in college. Karen McCoy Oliver, former mayor of
Hillside, was the keynote speaker. Pictured are the Black Achievers program
participants with Ms. Oliver. For more information on this program, contact
Janice Carthens at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 227, or by e-mail at
jcarthens@westfieldynj.org.

Overlook Panel Discussion
To Address Loss of a Child

SUMMIT – Overlook Medical
Center will host Interregnum Inc.
on Wednesday, March 28, from 6
to 8 p.m. A New Jersey non-profit
organization, Interregnum is dedi-
cated to helping people experienc-
ing grief and loss learn effective
ways to move forward with their
lives.

“When the Bough Breaks” will
include a panel of parents whose
children have died. They will share
stories of their journeys through
grief at this community forum mod-
erated by grief expert Judith
Pederson, founder and executive
director of Interregnum Inc.

The panel of bereaved parents
will include Jane Clementi, mother
of Tyler Clementi, a Rutgers Uni-
versity student who took his life in

2010; Daniel Abut, Judith Avrin,
Ruth Gugiociello, Christopher
Mattioli and Wendy Sefcik; among
others.

Their children died as a result of
various causes, including acute ill-
ness, suicide, an eating disorder,
cancer and Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome (SIDS).

The event will take place in the
Wallace Auditorium at Overlook
Medical Center, located at 99
Beauvoir Avenue in Summit. There
is no charge to attend, but dona-
tions will be welcome. Light re-
freshments will be served. Parking
is available in the West Garage.
Registration is required and may
be done by calling 1-(800) 247-
9580 or visiting “Classes and
Events” at atlantichealth.org.

Ms. Pedersen will offer an eight-
week grief support group at Over-
look Medical Center featuring the
Moving Forward™ bereavement
support model specifically for par-
ents who have lost children. The
group will begin on Wednesday,
April 11. For more information
about Interregnum, visi t
interregnum.org or call (973) 224-
6900.

Temple to Hold Community Seder
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El

will present a community Passover
Seder on Saturday, April 7, begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Senior Rabbi Douglas
Sagal and Cantor Martha Novick will
lead the service. All are welcome.

A traditional kosher meal will be
served, including matzah ball soup,
boneless breast of chicken, broc-
coli with baby carrots, farfel with
onions and mushrooms, roasted
potatoes, gefilte fish, hard-boiled
eggs, fresh fruit and Passover des-
serts. For children, there will be
chicken fingers and French fries.

Deli King of Linden will cater the
seder meal.

The cost is $65 per adult and $20
per child. All temple members will
receive a discounted price. The Sec-
ond Night Seder will be held at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield.

To reserve a place, stop by the
temple during business hours or
visit tewnj.org. Reservations are
needed by Friday, March 30. For
more information, contact Carolyn
Shane, executive director, at (908)
232-6770 or cshane@tewnj.org.

Seminar to Focus
On Healthy Eating

COUNTY – Union County
residents are invited to take part in a
seminar on the importance of healthy
food for the family. Sponsored by the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County and the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, this
program aims to educate participants
on how healthy eating habits can
reduce the risk of disease.

The two-hour seminar will be held
on Wednesday, March 28, from 7 to 9
p.m. on the second floor of the county
services building, located at 300
North Avenue, East, in Westfield. A
$5 fee will be collected at the door
and pre-registration is required. To
register, contact Digna Torres at the
extension offices at (908) 654-9854
or via e-mail at dtorres@ucnj.org.

Anna Bahnsen, Was Family Matriarch;
Enjoyed Puzzles, Reading, Bingo, Darts
Anna C. Bahnsen of Palmetto, Fla.

died on Friday, March 9, 2012, in
Berkeley Heights, N.J.

Recently moved from a nursing
home in Bradenton to Berkeley Mead-
ows Care Center in order to be near
her immediate family, Anna was
mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother, volunteer, mainstay and ma-
triarch of her family.

Anna retired from her position in
quality control at Timken Roller Bear-
ing in Columbus, Ohio and served
her community in Palmetto and
Bradenton, Fla. She enjoyed puzzles,
reading, bingo, cards and learned Mah
Jongg in her late eighties. Although
legally blind, she was one of five
members of a dart team that ranked
first in its league in 2010 and 2011.

Surviving are her only child, Sandra
Blackwood (and husband James);
granddaughters, Elizabeth Troxler

(and husband Mark) and Janet
Blackwood, and great-granddaugh-
ters, Jessica and Madison Troxler.
Her nephew, Karl Lorbach of Phoe-
nix, Ariz., was more like a son to her
than a nephew. Ohio nieces and neph-
ews include Larry and Jerry Chrysler,
Ronald, Charles and John Lorbach
(Karl’s brothers), Jack, Bill, Ricky
and Susan Chrysler and their sister,
Betty Hosta. She was predeceased by
her brothers, Chris and Richard
Chrysler; her sister, Lena Lorbach;
her nephew, Michael Chrysler, and
her niece, Anna Lee Lorbach
Nordstrom.

A celebration of her life will be
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, March
24, at the Unitarian Church, 4 Waldron
Avenue, Summit, N.J. Contributions
may be made to the American Heart
Association.

March 22, 2012

Fanwood Presbyterian
To Hold Blood Drive
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church will conduct its an-
nual blood drive on Saturday, April
21, from 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. It will
take place at the New Jersey Blood
Services Donor Center, located at
2279 South Avenue in Scotch Plains,
about one mile east of the Fanwood
Train Station.

There is a great need for all blood
types and plasma donations. Refresh-
ments will be available for all do-
nors. Walk-ins will be welcome. For
an appointment, contact Debbie
Glover at (908) 822-2241 or
aglov1120@aol.com.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 22, 2012 Page 9

Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road

Scotch Plains
908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Ave

Westfield
908-233-7447

www.christopheracademy.com

Christopher Academy
THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Serving children from 2 1/2 - First Grade
1/2 day, Part-Week and Full-Day Programs

Summer C Teacher Education Program
A childhood of laughter
A lifetime of learning

is proud to present

The Winston Speaker Series
with guest speakers

Drs. Sally and Bennett Shaywitz
Co-Directors for the Yale Dyslexia & Creativity Center

DYSLEXIA: Translating Scientific Progress
into Policy and Practice – It’s Time!

Sponsored by
Summit Area Public Foundation

Thursday, March 22, 2012 at 7pm
The presentation will be held at

Christ Church, 66 Highland Avenue, Short Hills, NJ

For more information
please email: speakerseries@winstonschool.org

or call (973) 379-4114 Ext. 102

Admission is free and open to the public.

BUDGET TALKS…Westfield Superintendent of Schools, Margaret Dolan,
discussed the highlights of the budget at a recent PTO meeting at Washington
School. Pictured clockwise, left to right, are: Principal Andrew Perry; Dr. Dolan;
PTO Secretary, Kristen Fuccillo; PTO Co-President Monica Bergin; Board
President, Finance Chair and Board liaison to Washington School, Richard
Mattessich; and PTO Co-President Dorothy Norris. The last two public meetings
on the Westfield Public School budget for 2012-13 will take place Tuesday, March
20, and March 27, at 8 p.m. in the Board Room at 302 Elm Street.

Hillcrest Students Exhibit ‘No Limits’
At City Without Walls Gallery

WESTFIELD - On March 7, stu-
dents of Hillcrest Academy South
Campus in Westfield proudly joined
the Newark art community in an ex-
hibit opening at the City Without
Walls Gallery, which featured their
artwork entitled “No Limits.” The
piece was a large-scale installation
that combined various individual art-
work pieces into one sculpture. The
sculpture itself takes the shape of
different rooms in a house.

Hillcrest Academy art teacher
Kristina Scheetz received a grant
from the Artists in Education orga-
nization and assisted in putting to-
gether this inspirational display
along with her students and Artist-
In-Residence, Molly Johnson.

Ms. Scheetz explains, “We de-
cided to put everyone’s individual
art into a “house” because we feel
like a family. Each of the rooms
contain inspirational quotes and

symbolism of achievements made
at Hillcrest Academy.”

Hillcrest student Jerald stated,
“The flowers represent us as people
growing up, because we’re getting
older and wiser. The ladder is basi-
cally the ladder of success. The
messages on the wall represent each
of us as individuals. Each person
has a different message.”

Many of the visual messages in
the artwork may look negative at
first glance, but as student Carolyn
points out, “If you look closely, the
quotes say positive and inspirational
things.” Ms. Scheetz added, “This
was done intentionally to exem-
plify that what you see from afar is
not always the reality of the situa-
tion.”

The exhibit is titled “No Limits”
as the Hillcrest Academy South stu-
dents feel there are no limits as to
what they can achieve in life.

UC Inducts Students Into
National Honor Society

SCOTCH PLAINS –Union Catho-
lic proudly welcomed new students
into the French Honor Society, Ital-
ian Honor Society, and Spanish Honor
Society at the World Language Na-
tional Honor Society Induction held
on March 7.

“It was so wonderful to see the
hard work of these students recog-
nized,” says faculty member and
Spanish Honor Society moderator
Christina LoCicero. “They have
shown a true love of language and
have embraced a culture other than
their own; I know that these students
will carry with them this knowledge
far beyond the walls of UC.”

The following students have met
all the requirements set forth by the
World Language Honor Society.

French Inductees
Andres Aguaiza of Roselle Park,

Sarah Beriont of Garwood, Cristina
Santos of Elizabeth, Robert Vagueiro
of Hillside.

Italian Inductees
Kathryn Bricki of Linden, Brian

Cattafe of Plainfield, Timothy
Chapman of Scotch Plains, Victoria
Crincoli of Cranford, Jacqueline
Fabricatore of Scotch Plains, Susana
Fernandez of Newark, Danielle
Galasso of Scotch Plains, Jillian
Gonzales of Scotch Plains, Michael
Gonzalez of Kenilworth, Christine
Hahn of Watchung, Victoria
Liantionio of Edison, Kevin Moran
of Clark, Alison Riguera of Colonia,
Ashley Titolo of Fords.

Spanish Inductees
Natasha Andre of Colonia,

Adriana Belmonte of Union,
Catherine Bree of Colonia, Katherine
Brown of Edison, Rosa Cuppari of
Kenilworth, Alexa DaSilva of Union,
Taylor Diken of Fanwood, Yolande
Edme of Linden, Lauren Faria of
Linden, Jacqualym Freire of Eliza-
beth, Gregory Gagliardi of
Mountainside, Kiana Hawkins of
Irvington, Yarelis Lafuente of Union,
Vanessa Marinha of Union, Emily
Moglia of Warren, Jolie Montes of
Roselle Park, Kellie Orcutt of Lin-
den, Matthew Sarrico of Fords, Sh-
annon Streisel of Clark, Amanda
Szyszkiewicz of Rahway, Caroline
Valenzano of Cranford, Dihanna
Wijedasa of Metuchen, Ui-Yeon
Yoon of Metuchen.

JUMPING FOR A CAUSE…On March 13, Beechwood School students did an
incredible job raising $13,020 by participating in Jump Rope for Heart Day. Over
the past 10 years, students have raised a total of $67,000 for the American Heart
Association. With the assistance of the Mountainside Education Foundation, the
district was able to continue this program for the children of Beechwood School.

NEW SCHOOL…Westfield residents Amy and Scott Giardina join their daugh-
ter and Newmark School student, Cameron, during the groundbreaking for a
state-of-the-art facility in Scotch Plains that will house the Newmark School and
Newmark High School. Mr. Giardina is a member of the fund-raising committee
for the facility.

Newmark Breaks Ground for
State-of-the-Art Facility

SCOTCH PLAINS – Leaders and
students from two private special
needs schools as well as local offi-
cials and key supporters were on hand
March 8 for the groundbreaking cer-
emony of a new state-of-the-art
school. The two-story facility at 1000
Cellar Avenue will accommodate stu-
dents from both the Newmark School,
a K-8 facility in Plainfield, and
Newmark High School in Carteret.

“In addition to expanding services
for our students and further utilizing
the expertise of our staff, the
Newmark Schools facility will allow
us to reach out to the increasing spe-
cial needs population, the commu-
nity and educators throughout the
state,” said Cynthia Allman, co-
founder and co-executive director of
both schools. “The Newmark Schools
will feature a teacher training insti-
tute where educators from through-
out the state will come to learn and
observe proven teaching methods for
students with learning disabilities
and behavioral disorders.”

Local officials at the
groundbreaking included Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool and
Warren Mayor Carolann Garafola.
Duncan Niederauer, co-chair of the
capital campaign committee for the
new facility and CEO of the NYSE
Euronext, was also on hand and
spoke about how critical Newmark
School and Newmark High School
are for the special needs commu-
nity. He also shared the positive im-
pact Newmark School has had on
his child’s life.

The 58,000 square foot facility
will include a regional special needs
community center that will offer chil-
dren and their families opportuni-

ties to socialize, play sports and par-
take in community service projects.

“The idea is to open our doors to
other students with special needs
who don’t currently attend our
schools but who are more than wel-
come to come and socialize and take
advantage of some of the afterschool
programming we will be offering,”
said Ms. Allman.

The new facility will also be
equipped with the latest in technol-
ogy including wireless access in all
learning areas. Classrooms will have
interactive whiteboards, media sta-
tions and laptops. A learning com-
mons will provide students with a
place to use computers and share
information.

Collaborative learning will fea-
ture prominently at Newmark
Schools. Mediascapes — a mix of
furniture and technology that allows
groups of students to share and ac-
cess information on their laptops —
will be available for use.

“Classroom layout will also serve
to foster collaboration,” said Ms.
Allman. “Instead of rows of tradi-
tional desks, students will be seated
in node chairs, which are mobile and
flexible. The classroom set up will
be designed for quick, easy transi-
tions, going from one teaching mode
to the next without interruption.”

A life skills apartment that simu-
lates a home environment will teach
high school students how to live
independently. Additional features
of the new facility include two art
studios, a soundproof music room,
therapy rooms, science lab and a
health and wellness center.

The new facility is expected to be
completed by spring 2013.

Public Invited To
Budget Meetings

WESTFIELD – The last two pub-
lic meetings on the Westfield Public
School budget for 2012-13 will take
place Tuesday, March 20, and March
27, at 8 p.m. in the Board Room at
302 Elm Street.

The Board will approve the final
budget on March 27 at the official
budget hearing. Previous presenta-
tions can be viewed at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/1213bud-
get.

ACT OF LOVE…Christina Arida, a
fourth grader at Franklin Elementary
School, cut her long hair short to do-
nate to the Locks of Love organization.
This is the second time she has cut her
hair for donation in the past two years.

Six WHS Students
Earn Perfect SAT Score

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School has received notification that
six students earned a perfect score of
800 on the SAT or SAT 2 Subject
Tests taken in December and Janu-
ary.

These students and the subjects in
which they received a perfect score
are as follows: Edmund Han, Math;
Alexander Jeffrey, Reading; Rohit
Saigal, Math; Robert Cassie, Math
and Writing; Paul Lee, Reading; and
Alex Ying, Reading.

Peter Renwick, Principal of
Westfield High School, commended
the students on the outstanding
achievement. “It speaks volumes
about your abilities and your com-
mitment to your education,” he stated.

PERFECT…Six Westfield High School students earned a perfect score of 800 on
the SAT or SAT 2 Subject Tests taken in December and January. Pictured, left
to right, are: Edmund Han, Math; Alexander Jeffrey, Reading; Rohit Saigal,
Math; Robert Cassie, Math and Writing; Paul Lee, Reading; and missing from
photo, Alex Ying, Reading. Missing from the photo is Alex Ying, Reading.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Mount Saint Mary Academy Mercy Guild
To Host Fashion Show Fundraiser

WATCHUNG – The Mercy Guild
of Mount Saint Mary Academy will
host its annual Luncheon Fashion
Show and Basket Raffle on Sunday,
March 25, at the Bridgewater Marriott
Hotel, beginning at 11 a.m.

The luncheon, whose theme is “A
Mardi Gras Celebration!” will fea-
ture students of the Academy model-
ing a range of fashions, from casual
to formal.

Tickets for the luncheon are $65,
and basket raffle tickets range from
$2 to $10. The basket raffle, which is
for attendees only, features approxi-
mately 200 prizes, including theater
tickets, vacation opportunities, jew-
elry, electronics, designer bags, and
many other exciting items. There will
also be a 50/50 cash raffle, with tick-
ets available for $5 each. 50/50 ticket

purchasers do not have to be present
to win.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, please go to the school’s
website, mountsaintmary.org.

PIECE OF PI…In celebration of Pi Day, students at Westfield’s McKinley
Elementary School engaged in a variety of hands-on activities to explore and
appreciate the mathematical constant “pi.” Pictured here, fourth graders Arnold
Tobar, left, and Tristan Waddell measure the diameter and circumference of a
can, which they used to calculate the value of pi. Pictured in the background are
fourth graders Nick Zajac, left, and Kaleb Amarante. Pi Day is celebrated by
math enthusiasts around the world on March 14.

Quinnipiac Announces
Dean’s List Honoree
HAMDEN, Conn. – Evan Shapiro

of Westfield was named to the Dean’s
List for the Fall 2011 semester at
Quinnipiac University.

To be eligible for Dean’s List sta-
tus, a student must earn a grade point
average of at least 3.5 with no grade
lower than C.
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SHACKAMAXON COUNTRY CLUB
1607 Shackamaxon Drive � Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908.233.1300 � Shackamaxoncc.com

At any moment, a great moment.®

Always wanted to belong to a Tillinghast course?
Now you can...every day!

Many memorable moments in golf history have occurred on courses designed
by legendary architect A.W. Tillinghast, the Picasso of course architects.

Tilly-designed courses have hosted several PGA Championships and U.S. Opens
including Baltusrol, Bethpage and Winged Foot Golf Club just to name a few.

Since 1916 Shackamaxon Country Club members have created memories of
their own on 18 Tillinghast-designed holes including his first ever “island green.”   

We invite you to experience your “moment.” For more information about our
Special Preview Membership, please contact Director of Membership David Miniman

at 908.233.1300 ext 230 or Dminiman@shackcc.com.

Memorable moments.

Preview
Memberships

Now Available!

Spectacular Golf.
Incredible Cuisine.

Weddings and 
Special Events welcome.

Our Tillinghast course circa 1916. Our Tillinghast course today.

KALIMTZIS, BARBER, OPOKU PASS 30 WINS APIECE

Blue Devil Wrestlers Shatter
WHS Record with 20 Wins

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three varsity wrestlers, Luke Gib-
bons, Troy Skibitsky and Keith
Peterson, never got the opportunity
to step on the mat due to injuries, but
this year’s Westfield High School

(WHS) wrestling team still had the
team depth and talent to set the all-
time WHS mark with 20 wins against
six losses.

The Blue Devils defeated Union
County powerhouses Brearley and
Roselle Park and won a tight battle

with a very strong Scotch Plains-
Fanwood squad in the battle of the
unbeaten at the time. The Blue Dev-
ils’ only county loss was to Governor
Livingston, 26-24.

Seven Blue Devils recorded 20

David B. Corbin (December 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIBBLING PAST A HORNET…Blue Devil Keegan Hess, right, avoids getting stung as he dribbles past a Hornet defender
during the Butch Kowal Tournament in Rahway on December 28.

YUCETEPE LED SCORING, HESS 3-PTS; TURNER RBS

Blue Devil Boys Had Season
Of Near Misses in Basketball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No varsity starters from the year
before and a new head coach made a
road to success very rocky for this
year’s Westfield High School boy
basketball team that finished 8-17.
Head Coach Daryl Palmieri had to
start from scratch to find a combina-
tion that would work.

“That had a lot to do with some of
our struggles this year. We were deal-
ing with a lot of inexperienced kids.
I tried to mix a lot of young kids with
some seniors. We knew it was going
to be a growing period. When you are
trying to instill a brand new system
into a program, you are going to have

some ups and downs. You are going
to have some growing pains,” Coach
Palmieri said.

Throughout this season, the Blue
Devils have found themselves on the
short end of many down-to-the-wire
games. On December 30, Rahway
stung the Blue Devils in double over-
time. Six days later Elizabeth held off
several Blue Devil threats. Ice cold
shooting resulted in a disappointing
60-55 loss to Dunellen in the Butch
Kowal Scholarship Tournament on
February 4. Then Hillside burned the
Blue Devils, 49-46, in the Union
County Tournament on February 12.

Senior forward Ozan Yucetepe led
the Blue Devils with 301 points,

which included 18 3-pointers, 93 field
goals and 61 free throws. He also led
the team with 23 steals, while adding
66 rebounds, 43 assists and six blocks.

“Ozan carried us offensively most
of the time. I wish I had him for
another year, because I thought he
had the potential to be an all-county
player if I had him a little longer,”
Coach Palmieri said.

Senior guard Nate Mitchell banged
in 28 3-pointers, hit 17 2-pointers
and sank 16 free throws to finish with
153 points. He dished out 57 assists,
grabbed 69 rebounds and had 19
steals.

“The leadership of Nate is going to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin (February files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRUGGLING FOR POSSESSION…Raider Alyssa Riporti, right, struggles with a Bridgewater-Raritan Panther for
possession of the ball in Scotch Plains on February 23. The Panthers battled back to win, 52-46.

SEBOLAO LED IN SCORING, DWUNFOUR REBOUNDS

Lady Raider Cagers Battled
Inconsistency, Finished 9-17

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong first half surges followed
by collapsed second halves or visa-
versa led to a disappointing, 9-17
record for this year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team.

One of the first real disappoint-
ments came in a 55-51 loss to
Plainfield on January 26. Just two
days later, the Lady Raiders had a 29-
16 lead over rival Westfield at half-
time, but the Blue Devils went on a
scoring frenzy, while the Raiders froze
to experience a 49-45 setback. An-
other disappointing setback came at
the hands of the New Providence
Pioneers, who rolled with a 30-20

second half to unsettle the Raiders,
52-47.

Earlier in the season, the Lady
Raiders had defeated Plainfield and
Westfield, so their losses later in the
season left a bitter taste.

“Our second games with Westfield
and Plainfield were disappointing loses
because they were so close. We had
opportunities that we did not take ad-
vantage of. I hope with our maturity
next year, those losses will be wins,”
Raider Head Coach Jen Ryan said.

The Lady Raiders did beat Union
twice this season. In the first meeting
on January 17, the Raiders outscored
the Lady Farmers, 33-19, in the sec-
ond half to grab a 47-34 win. The
score was tied, 34-34, at the end of

the third quarter in their second meet-
ing on February 4, but the Raiders
stepped up and pulled out a 50-47
victory when junior Taylor Sebolao
banged a 3-pointer to seal the deal.

“I thought our game against Union
was a huge win for us. Taylor hit the
winning shot with seconds left to put
us ahead for the win,” said Coach
Ryan, who added, “Beating Morris
Knolls was the game that I felt could
have been the start of a great win
streak, but it wasn’t meant to be.”

Sebolao, the Raiders’ co-captain
and three-year starter, was definitely
the go-to girl. She led the team with
375 points, which included 53 3-
pointers and 84 free throws. Sebolao,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin (Janruary 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MEMBER OF THE 100+ VICTORY CLUB…Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, top, finished this season with a 34-5 record to
bring his career wins total to 110.
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 Weichert Executive's Club, Sales Club 
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STACK WAS OUTSIDE LINEBACKER/FULLBACK AT SPF

Jon Stack Considers Himself
Lucky to Be SPF Grid Coach

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) football Head Coach
Jon Stack has considered himself to
be lucky with reference to his return
to his hometown to teach and coach at
SPFHS.

Stack, who graduated from SPF in
1998, remembered how he got in-
volved in organized sports.

“Before it was the PAL program, I
played for the junior Raiders, a little
football, wrestling. As I got older, I
got more into football, wrestling and
track. When I got to high school,
those were the three sports that
I felt strongest. In football, I
was first a corner, tailback and
eventually fullback and outside
linebacker,” he said.

The Raider gridders got off to
great start his senior season.

“There were only 12 seniors.
We started out 6-0. We lost our
last four games. The guys I
played with my four years of
high school and four years of
PAL were the same guys. The
quarterback, I played with Eddie
Williams for eight years. Eddie
was always my quarterback. We
ran option out of Wing-T. It was fun,”
he said.

Stack (uniform No. 25) also re-
called teammates such as: tailback
Delmar Patterson, wingback Maurice
Dockery, Lau’renn and La’Marr
McDaniel, and wide receiver Donald
Patterson.

Stack’s biggest moment of glory
came when he sprinted for an 83-
yard touchdown against Kearny, but
another memorable moment came
several months later.

“I got to play in the Snapple Bowl,
and I always figured that was the end
of my organized athletics,” Stack said.

He was partially right when he en-
tered Hofstra University. “A 170-lb
fullback didn’t translate very well, so
I played rugby,” he said.

While in his junior year at Hofstra,
Stack’s first streak of luck about re-
turning to SPFHS arose.

“I was very lucky. The former Vice
Principal, Chuck Cansella, was also
working in the social studies depart-
ment. My junior year, he asked me if
I ever thought of coming back to
Scotch Plains. I got to student teach
here, and I was observed constantly
by Chuck. Because of that, I was
offered a job,” he said.

More good fortune soon came.
“It was my first year, and Erik

Rosenmeier was the Athletic Director
at the time. He said, ‘are you interested
in coaching?’ He said they have a job
available for the freshmen team. I said
I would love to do it. A lot of my life,
I just happened to be in the right place
at the right time,” Stack said.

His first three years was dedicated
to the freshmen team. In the third
year, he also started coaching the
track throwing events and varsity
wrestling.

“It was after the wrestling, which is
an incredibly demanding sport, that I
realized how much I enjoyed football
and how much I could give to the
football program. After the wrestling
season was over, I approached Steve

Ciccotelli and asked him, ‘I want to
come up to coach varsity.’ So in my
fourth year teaching, I was coaching
varsity football here,” he said.

The last five years, he was the run-
ning backs coach, the secondary
coach, and in charge of the special
teams and offensive responsibilities.
Earlier he also was a defensive line
coach.

“Steve Ciccotelli is a tremendous
football coach. Working with him for
the last 10 years and playing for him,
he teaches you the game. Because of
him, I feel I have a very strong under-

standing of the game, and
different ideas of how to
coach this game, how to be a
tactician. He gave me the op-
portunity to be a well-
rounded coach,” Stack said.

With a new head coach,
some changes could be ex-
pected, but there will still be
familiar faces.

“Right now we are in the
selection period. There is
going to be some changes.
Defensively, I am a 4-4 guy.
Rich McGriff is definitely go-
ing to be defensive coordina-
tor. He will be far more active

in all of this. I will be the offensive
coordinator. Ken Hernandez is going
to running backs and linebackers.”

Looking ahead to next football sea-
son, Stack said, “I have always been
a strong believer that you allow your
personnel to dictate what kind of of-
fense that you run. Next year, we are
going to have an offensive line that
could have four 300-pounders. We
are very successful with our zone
schemes and our gap schemes. I want
to keep that. I do like running the
multiple-I. I like a little bit more read
option. I love triple option. I like the
idea of spreading the teams out as
well, because we have a good deal of
skill position players, who I think can
be utilized in certain packages.”

Aware of the challenge ahead, Stack
added, “We definitely have big shoes
to fill with Steve Ciccotelli leaving. It
was great to play for him, great to
coach for him. We are going to build
on the program that he created here
for 20 years.”

CHRISTIANO FINISHED 29-5 WITH 111 CAREER WINS

Cougar Matmen Finish, 15-8,
To Return Experienced Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Changing from one head coach to
another came smoothly for this year’s
Cranford High School wrestling team.
And the result was a 15-8 record with
a very competitive schedule that in-
cluded Westfield (20-6), Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (21-3), Linden (Dis-
trict 11 champions), Governor
Livingston (22-3) and perennial pow-
ers David Brearley (Union County
Champions) and Roselle Park.

“We wrestled well! Up and down
the lineup, we were real strong at
some points, and at some points, we
filled in the best we could. We lost
four matches by three or less,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

The Cougars had no competitor at
113-lbs and had to fill in some weak
spots with new wrestlers, but they did
have several veterans and several ath-
letes, who made strong contributions.

One who made huge contributions
for four years was senior JP
Christiano, who finished this season

with a 29-5 record at 170-lbs to bring
his career wins total to 111. Four of
his five losses came against Joey
Balboni of Brearley – in the UCT
finals, District 11 finals, Region 3
finals and in a dual meet. He qualified
for the NJSIAA Tournament in At-
lantic City, but due to illness, he was
not able to compete.

“He came down with mono. Look-
ing back, he probably had it a week or
two before the districts,” Coach
Gorman explained.

Last year, Christiano was the UCT,
District 11 and Region 3 champion at
160-lbs. He advanced to the NJSIAA
quarterfinals

Senior Ian Henry, also a four-year
varsity wrestler, earned his team
plenty of bonus points with his wild,
go-for-the-pin maneuvers. This sea-
son, he accomplished a goal that he
had been eyeing his entire career
when he became the District 11 champ
at 126-lbs. Henry finished with a 24-
9 record.

“He ended his career on a great

note. The good thing for him was
winning the districts, because he’s
been plugging away at that for so
long,” Coach Gorman said.

Junior Corey Markovitch, compet-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin (Janruary 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MEMBER OF THE 100+ VICTORY CLUB…Cougar JP Christiano, left, finished this season with a 29-5 record to bring
his career wins total to 111.

David B. Corbin (1997 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STACKING THINGS UP…Jon Stack, No. 25, stacks things up to cause a fumble
in a rain-soaked muddy game against Rahway in 1997

David B. Corbin (February files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Raider Football HeadCoach Jonathan Stack
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Blue Devil Matmen Shatter WHS Records
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Extra! Extra!

victories or more, and three of them,
seniors Mike Kalimtzis and Ellis
Opoku, and junior Colin Barber sur-
passed the 30-win mark. The Blue
Devils placed six in the top-3 in the
Union County Tournament (UCT),
eight qualified for the Region 3 Tour-
nament and two qualified for the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City
(AC).

“When a team goes 20-6, they did
something to earn those wins. They
put in a good amount of work in the
off-season. We had a lot of kids, who
bought into what we tried to teach. If
you would have told me 10 or 15
years ago that we would have a team
that’s going to be 20-6, I don’t know
if I would believe it,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz, who added,
“When you send two kids down to
Atlantic City, that’s an accomplish-
ment. Up and down the lineup, you
had a lot of kids, whose success
can’t necessarily be measured in
terms of if they make it down to
Atlantic City.

Kalimtzis, an NJSIAA qualifier in
2011, stuffed three District 11 titles
and two UCT titles under his belt in
his four-years of varsity and finished
this season with a 34-5 record to
bring his career total to 110. He also
won at the Roselle Park Invitational
(RPI) this season.

“You have a senior, who was a
three-time district champ, two-time
county champ and 100+ career wins,
that’s speaks a lot. Those things don’t
happen by accident. Mike was not
only and outstanding wrestler, but he
meant more to us than just a win. He
was a great leader,” Coach Kurz said.

Opoku competed most of the sea-
son at 145-lbs and placed third in the
UCT and first in the RPI but dropped
to 138-lbs and captured first in the
district and third in the Region 3

tournament to advance to AC where
he lost in the opening round to finish
with a 31-10 record.

“Ellis was a pleasure to have on the
team. He came to us not knowing a
whole lot. He did know how to work
hard, which was more than half the
battle. He built himself into a very
competitive wrestler. I’m hoping that
he chooses some where to go where
he can continue this sport,” Coach
Kurz said.

Barber placed third in the UCT, the
District and the Region 3 tournaments
at 152-lbs to qualify for the NJSIAA
tournament where he lost in the first
round, 6-5, to finish 33-6

“Colin! As good as his record was
and he made it down to Atlantic City,
I still think that Colin is even better
than that. He’s got one more year to
show us what he’s really capable of.
All of his losses were tight losses.
He’s very motivated to take that next
step,” Coach Kurz said.

Senior Nick Knepper won the RPI
at 220-lbs then placed third in the
district at 195-lbs to finish with a 23-
11 record.

“Nick, making it to the top-six in
the region with his first year in the
varsity lineup, that doesn’t happen by
accident. He put the time in,” Coach
Kurz said.

Senior Kieran Cline placed second
in the district at 182-lbs and finished
with a 26-12 record. Senior Mike
DeLouisa won the RPI at 170-lbs
then dropped to 160-lbs to place third
in the UCT and finished 17-10.

“Mike put in a lot of off-season
time to make himself a competitive
wrestler. Our sectional match at
Franklin came down to him, and he
got it done for us. Not too many kids
have an opportunity to seal a sec-
tional match for their team,” Coach
Kurz noted.

Junior heavyweight Kyle Kania
won the RPI, placed third in the UCT
and pulled a major upset of Raider

Anthony Tufaro to place second in
the district. He finished with a 27-13
record.

“Kyle placing fourth in the region,
I think that’s going to leave a sour
taste in his mouth and will have him
working hard to come back to have
that great senior year,” Coach Kurz
said.

Junior Brian Bulger took third in
the district at 170-lbs and finished
25-9.

“Brian showed some signs of what
he is capable of. He’s somebody we
are going to be leaning on his senior
year,” Coach Kurz said.

Junior Nick Rotondo placed sec-
ond in the UCT at 138-lbs and fin-
ished with a 17-2 record. Junior
Anthony Aldana finished 12-15 at
113-lbs. Freshman Nick Kalimtzis
competed at 106/113-lbs and fin-
ished 6-5.

Sophomore Matt Barber recorded
key victories against Rahway and
Brearley, placed third in the district at
132-lbs and finished 20-16.

“Matt! Huge year! The opportu-
nity came about, and he pounced on
it. He came through in huge matches,
pinning Disko in the Brearley match.
It seemed like every time there was a
tossup match, Matt came in and won,
but a lot of times he pinned the kid,”
Coach Kurz said.

Sophomore Nick Velez finished 18-
10 at 126-lbs.

“Other than the district tournament,
Nick was wrestling well,” Coach Kurz
said.

Freshman John Fuller, who re-
corded a key victory against Brearley,
finished 16-10.

“John, winning 16 matches! That’s
a great year! We knew he had the
work ethic. He’s mentally tough, and
the technical stuff is going to come,”
Coach Kurz said.

Five varsity matmen will graduate,
so the search to fill those vacant slots
will soon begin.

CHAMBLISS, CRISCUOLO TO MAKE SPARKS WITH BAT

Blue Devil Softballers Look
To Live Up to Expectations

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expectations are high with this
year’s Westfield High School softball
team that, although featuring five
freshmen in the starting lineup and
beginning with a 1-6 record, revved
into high gear during the second half
of last year and beat several strong
teams to advance to the Union County
Tournament championship game be-
fore losing to Governor Livingston.

The seventh-seeded Blue Devils
knocked off second-seeded A.L.
Johnson, 3-1, in the quarterfinals and
third-seeded and defending champion
Cranford, 4-2, in the semifinals be-
fore dropping an 8-1 decision to top-
seeded Governor Livingston in the
championship.

“Last year was a product of hard
work paying off at the right time. We
got better and better as the season
went on. The county tournament was
the perfect opportunity to display
how far we have come. This year we
definitely have expectations to live
up to, and I think these girls are
ready,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald said.

Sophomore shortstop Cali
Chambliss was a superb fielder and
just as good at the plate. Last year as
the leadoff hitter, she led the team
with a .434 BA, rapping 26 singles,
six doubles, a triple and two home
runs.

“She is definitely a Division 1 ath-
lete in the future if she wants to be.
She’s smooth. She makes routine
plays look easy, and she makes the
awesome plays look easy,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Sophomore Julia Criscuolo, who
played centerfield last year, has moved
to second base. Last year she had a
keen ability to read the pitcher and
had a .400 BA

“It just so happens to be where we
need her this year. She stepped up and
did the job really well. Her bat is back
and better than ever. We are looking
for her to have a really big year too,”
Coach MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils have the luxury of
having two fine sophomores, Elena
Scarano and Shannon Schaefer, on
the mound. Last year, Schaefer, a
right fielder, showed poise on the
mound and had an earned run aver-
age of 1.13. Elena Scarano, a third
baseman, also demonstrated that she
was quite capable on the mound.

“Although they are both sopho-
mores, both have experience. Their
innings were exactly equal going into
the county tournament when Shan-
non got injured. We are going to de-
pend on both of them. They offer
unique styles. We have toyed around
with Elena doing a little bit at the
beginning of the game. We have also
played around with going two-and-
two. They are both stellar athletes
and both will be in the lineup regard-
less of whether they are pitching or
not,” Coach MacDonald explained.

Sophomore Lizzie Fox and junior
Tiffani Gregory will be behind the
plate filling the vacancy of Emma
Crossland, who had graduated.

“She [Crossland] is going to be
missed because of her leadership
skills. Lizzie has thrown out a couple
of runners in scrimmages and she has
gotten a bunch of hits. Tiffany and
Lizzie both offer unique styles. Their
strengths and weaknesses balance
out,” Coach MacDonald said.

Senior Audrey Peterson will play

first base, and senior designated player
Taylor Barber and junior Aditi Jain
will also be vying for the third base
position.

Junior Sarah Seitz will occupy
leftfield, and sophomore Chrissy
Ferraro will play centerfield.

“Our outfield is strong. Sarah does

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL VARSITY SOFTBALL TEAM…Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Elena Scarano, Julia Criscuolo, Cali
Chambliss and Aditi Jain; middle row, Sarah Seitz, Chrissy Ferraro, Natalie Tupper, Gabby Panarese and Taylor Barber;
top row, Lizzie Fox, Audrey Peterson, Liz Connolly, Tiffani Gregory, Shannon Schaefer and Olivia Pecora.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Cougar Matmen Finish, 15-8,
Return Experienced Team
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Blue Devils to Live
Up to Expectations

Blue Devils Have Near Misses
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Lady Raider Cagers Battled
Inconsistency, Finish 9-17

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

who did not miss a game all season,
also led the team with 62 steals, while
contributing 115 rebounds, 49 assists
and 12 blocked shots.

“Taylor Sebolao had a terrific year.
As a fourth-year starter, she will be
returning as one of the top players in
the county,” Coach Ryan said.

Sophomore Katie Harper, in her
first year as a starter, was named the
Raiders’ Most Improved Player. She
was second on the team with 215
points (13 3-pointers, 46 free throws),
dished out a team-leading 60 assists
and was the chief thief with 63 steals.
She also had 48 rebounds and two
blocked shots.

Freshman Thabitha Dwunfour
made her presence under the board
known immediately upon stepping
onto the court this season. For a few
weeks, she led the state in rebounds
and finished with a team-leading 291
(11.2 per-game average), while add-
ing a team-leading 55 blocks. She
also rolled in 195 points (40 free
throws), while adding 19 assists and
26 steals.

Junior forward Tara Sweeney also
provided strength underneath the bas-
ket. She was second on the team with
116 rebounds and 14 blocked shots.
Sweeney sank 90 points and added
11 assists and six steals.

Sophomore Alyssa Riporti, strong
on defense, made 84 rebounds, 12
blocked shots and 27 steals, and also
finished with 87 points and 19 assists.
In her time on the court, sophomore
Madison Maisel was an outside threat,
sinking 28 3-pointers to finish with
123 points. She also dished out 38
assists, and added 45 rebounds, 28
steals and three blocks.

“We are looking forward to our
three top performers: Taylor, Katie
and Thabitha returning, along with
other experienced players like Tara
Sweeney and Madison Maisel. The
girls will be working very hard in the
off-season to improve their game by
playing AAU and attending camps.
We are working towards being more
consistent on the offensive end and
more effective on the defensive end,”
Coach Ryan said.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

Richard

Buontempo

OPEN HOUSE: SUN, 3/25 1-5PM

WESTFIELD. This 11 room Builder Home features 5 Bedrooms,
5 Full Baths, custom wood trim throughout, state of the art Eat-In-
Kitchen, 2 Master Suites at each end of the home, Formal Dining
Room, sunken Living Room with wood burning fireplace. Dual back
entrance to in-ground pool, sauna and deck, outdoor paved private
basketball court, professional landscaping and exterior lighting.
Directions: Lawrence Ave to Hiawatha Drive.  $1,395,000.

Adie

Shaalan

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Well maintained 4 Bedroom, 2½ bath Colonial
home situated on a large lot featuring hardwood floors, living room,
formal dining room, family room, recently renovated eat-in kitchen,
spacious bedrooms and a finished basement. Amenities include recently
remodeled baths, 3-zone baseboard heating & CAC. The professionally
landscaped property, with underground sprinkler system, has a lovely
deck and paver patio. All this in a great location! $529,900.

Patricia

O’Connor

WESTFIELD. Pristine Split Level with 4 spacious Bedrooms, 2.5
remodeled Baths, updated Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room
plus Living Room with wood burning fireplace. Family Room with
tumbled tile floor and bar with built-ins and sliders to covered paver
patio. Crown molding, hardwood floors throughout, full basement
and attic. Large corner lot professionally landscaped by Master
Gardener and 2 car built-in and oversize garage. $659,900.

Associate of the Month

Janice

Walker

NEW CONSTRUCTION COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS.An elegant new 3600 sq ft Colonial on a Park-like
property in desirable south Scotch Plains offers a 2 Story Foyer, Gourmet
Kitchen with SS appliances, Custom cabinetry, granite counters and island.
Family Room has cozy gas fireplace. French doors in LR lead to porch. Large
Formal Dining Room great for entertaining. 1st floor Bedroom/Office and
full bath. 2nd floor has 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths and Laundry Room, including
Master Suite with Spa-like bath. Full basement and 2 car garage. $1,195,000.

SPLIT

Maria

Dimopoulos

SPLIT

SCOTCH PLAINS. Well cared for home with open floor plan, eat in
kitchen, freshly painted 1st flr with gleaming refinished hardwood floors
and gas fireplace, 3 spacious bedrooms, 2.5 baths and updated master
bath, gas fireplace, large dry unfinished basement with wood stove and
baseboard heating in place ready to be finished, ample closet and storage,
nestled at the foot of the Watchung Reservation, yet minutes to NYC
express bus, shopping, schools, and major roadways. $364,000.

RANCH

WESTFIELD. Spacious Ranch with generous closet space, hardwood
floors, CAC, fireplace in Living Room, huge basement with finished
Family Room, full bath, Laundry Room, Office/Bedroom and large
storage area-that could be finished. Den off kitchen with wood-
burning stove, entrance to garage and door to patio in back yard. Nice
open front porch and great size level yard. Westfield is noted for its top
rated schools and award-winning downtown. $549,000.

Vivian

Cortese-Strano

ing at 152-lbs, finished second in the
district and fourth in UCT and re-
corded a 27-10 record.

“A lot of people look across the mat
and see this kid, they don’t think
much of him. Six foot something and
152-lbs, but he uses that lankiness.
Cradles! Legs! He’s got those long
arms and legs to wrestle like an octo-
pus. He knocked off some good kids.
I think he is going to have a great year
next year,” Coach Gorman said.

Junior James Dwyer missed the
middle part of the season due to ill-
ness but managed to place third in the
district at 160-lbs and finished with a
9-4 record. Senior Glen Cook filled
in and also finished 9-4.

“Glen had a great year. Dwyer beat
him in a wrestleoff for the districts.
He just couldn’t break the lineup at
the end of his high school career,”
Coach Gorman said.

Freshman Gavin Murray showed
up on the radar screen immediately
when he won the Garden State
Holliday Tournament at 120-lbs in
December. He also placed third in the
UCT and second in the district to
finish 29-8.

Sophomore Corey Birch finished
17-15 at 132/138-lbs and junior Mike
Helmstetter competed primarily at
126-lbs and finished 8-8. Junior Matt
DiMartino competed at 145-lbs, jun-
ior Nick Frediani competed at 138-
lbs and sophomore Kevin Quigley
competed at 106-lbs.

The Cougars got some good mile-
age from some football players in the
heavier weights. Junior Jeff Weiss

competed at 220-lbs, placed second
in the UCT and second in the district
to finish with a 21-14 record.

“Jeff is only a second-year wres-
tler. We went to North Bergin. He
wrestled a kid who took second in the
state and only lost 10-7. That was his
turning point in the season. Since
that, he wrestled with confidence.
He’s very athletic. He picks up on
things,” Coach Gorman said.

Junior Nick Diaz, a linebacker on
the football team with two years wres-
tling experience, rotated at 182-lbs
and 195-lbs and finished with a 17-16
record.

“Nick gave up a lot of weight. He
really weighted 175. He’s come a
long way,” Coach Gorman pointed
out.

Junior Rob Kessler also rotated at
182-lbs and 195-lbs.

“Rob bumped up and down the
lineup like Diaz. He is going to have
a great year next year,” Coach Gorman
said.

He placed third in the district and
fifth in the UCT at 182-lbs and fin-
ished with a 17-14 record. Sopho-
more Jon El-Khoury competed at
heavyweight.

“Jon is a first-year wrestler. He
learned a lot of things. He’s con-
stantly losing weight. He won’t be a
heavyweight next year,” said Coach
Gorman, who added, “We are only
losing three seniors. With the record
that we had and the caliber of wres-
tlers, 11 juniors and we are going to
get a couple of freshmen next year, so
the future is promising.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP THE GUILLOTINE…Cougar Ian Henry, left, tries to set up a
guillotine pinning maneuver on Elizabeth’s Ralph Stadler in the 126-lb title bout.
Henry claimed a 10-2, majority decision and the championship.

be missed,” Coach Palmieri com-
mented.

Senior Aswad Turner sank 41 field
goals and eight free throws to finish
with 90 points. He led the team with
82 rebounds and added nine assists
and eight steals.

“Aswad stepped up in some big
moments. Losing those three is going
to be tough to replace, but we are a
little better equipped to replace guys
now. I feel like we are replacing them
with some kids who now have expe-
rience. Almost every kid that I really
see playing a big role next year, saw
significant time in big games for us
this year,”” Coach Palmieri said.

Junior guard Keegan Hess led the
team with 39 3-pointers, while add-
ing 44 free throws and 31 field goals
to total 223 points. Hess led the team
with 65 assists and finished with 40
rebounds and 22 steals.

“Keegan was relied on a lot. He had
some moments where he was very
good. He had some moments where
he struggled,” Coach Palmieri said.

Sophomore guard Dylan Elliott,
who scored 84 points, finished with
48 rebounds, 44 assists and 22 steals.

“Dylan did some good things defen-
sively. When he was relaxed on of-
fense, he played well. That’s going to
be a challenge for him to put that whole
game together,” Coach Palmieri said.

After transferring back to the team
from Roselle Catholic, junior Scott
Toresco used his size underneath the
boards to score 97 points and grab 48
rebounds.

“It’s nice to get players back. He
was a good player last year, but he did
a lot of sitting at the other school. His
fitness level went down, so it took a
little while for him to get back into
shape and get accustomed to what we
were doing. I totally figure him being
a big part on the team next year,”
Coach Palmieri said.

Sophomore forward Mike
Androconis rolled in 88 points and
finished with 64 rebounds, nine steals
and 13 assists.

“I think the combination of him
and Toresco next year is going to be
huge. We are going to be able to play
both of them at the same time or one
at a time. It’s going to give me some
leeway on what we are doing lineup
wise,” Coach Palmieri said.

Freshman point guard Danny
Mitchell, in his eight games, scored
28 points and finished with 23 assists,
13 steals and 15 rebounds.

“He showed a lot of poise, but
ultimately he’s going to have to take
the next step,” Coach Palmieri said.

Coming off the bench, sophomore

Dave Kane proved to be effective and
contributed 26 points and 31 re-
bounds. Junior Henry Smith scored
22 points, and added 11 assists and
nine steals. Senior Tom Malley scored
18 points and 26 rebounds. Freshman
Sean Elliott managed to experience
some moments on the court also.

“Henry started contributing more
toward the end. It’s going to be who
takes the next step up. A kid like Sean
Elliott, we will see how he progresses
over the summer. I am not afraid to
play young kids if I feel they are
going to give us a better chance to
win. I want to create more competi-
tion with this program. I feel like we
are starting to keep kids in Westfield.
I think that’s going to help our pro-
gram overall,” Coach Palmieri said.

SPRING SAVINGS!
CALL AND ASK ABOUT 

OUR MOVE-IN SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include full-size 
washer/dryer and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

a clean job at everything, smoothly
fields the ball and knows where to
throw it. Chrissy covers more ground
than I think I’ve ever coached in a
centerfielder. Chrissy catches every-
thing and she can move,” Coach
MacDonald said.

The actual batting order has yet to
be determined, but Coach MacDonald
has some ideas.

“Last year we led off Cali all year.
She is definitely the best hitter on the
team. We are not sure whether it is
going to be best for her to lead off. If
she’s going to do as much damage
there or if we can move her down and
depend on other people to get on base
first, so she can drive in some runs. So
we may lead off Cali or we might lead
off Chrissy Ferraro. She has a lot of
speed. Or we may lead off Sarah Seitz
and put Chrissy in the two spot and,
hopefully have two people on for
Cali in the three spot,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Senior first baseman Audrey
Peterson will bat cleanup and sopho-
more Julia Criscuolo will bat next.

“The good news is our four batter is
pretty much set and our five batter is
pretty much set. So if they walk Cali,
we have two big hitters coming up.
We want to put Cali in a position
where she can drive in runs and also
that she will not get intentionally
walked. Our lineup is going to be
good, so I hope that no matter where
you pitch us, it is going to cause some
damage,” Coach MacDonald said.

The Lady Blue Devils will host
Linden in their season opener on
Monday, April 2, at 4 p.m.
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Lessons offered at
Hyatt Hills Golf Complex

� Ages from 8 to 17 years
� All abilities welcome

1300 Raritan Road, Clark, New Jersey
732-669-9100 • www.hyatthills.com

Nine 1 Week Sessions 8:30AM-2:00PM
June 25th to August 24th
• Golfers are grouped according to age and ability• Lunch/snacks plus shirts and hats included• Quality Junior Clubs Set with Bag

available for purchase

Contact Hyatt Hills
for more information

Teach your child
the value of GOLF!

Local Touch…Global Reach

Marketing New Jersey
Real Estate at the

Highest Level ©

10 Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey
EQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

ProminentProperties.com  |  908.654.6666
436 South Avenue |  Westfield, NJ

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

Scotch Plains $595,000 Morristown $725,000

Westfield $1,100,000 Watchung $2,375,000

Call for a personal preview.

GREEN LED SCORING, BABOS ASST, FEDORCHAK 3’S

Cougar Boys Won 6 of Last 8
To Finish 12-13 in Basketball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midseason woes, coming up on
the short side of very close games,
may have been a bit discouraging for
the Cranford High School boys bas-
ketball team, but the Cougars bounced
back to win six of their final eight
games to finish with a 12-13 record.

“Overall, with the exception of our
state tournament loss to East Side, in
our last 17 games, we were about 23
points away from being 16-1,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Ryan Huber said.
“We lost to Rahway by one, Hillside
by two, St. Mary’s by five. About
every game was right there. Late in

the season, we started to step up and
hit big shots.”

Early in the season, the Cougars
got stung by Summit, 48-46, and
suffered an overtime loss to Westfield,
64-62.

“We had the opportunity to win
that game [Westfield] in regulation.
We needed a big defensive stop.
Keegan Hess made a big play for
them and knocked down some foul
shots. Overall, games like that early
in the season, helped us get our bear-
ings, and we did a lot better in those
close games,” Coach Huber said.

Junior forward/center Reggie Green
was a dominant figure under the boards

and led the Cougars in scoring with
405 points, which included 69 free
throws. Green also led the team with
175 rebounds and added 10 assists,
nine steals and four blocked shots.

“Reggie might be the second player
who leaves here who scored 1,000
points without hitting a shot outside
12 feet. He really matured, coming
off a state championship in football.
He was a little banged up early in the
season, because he got hit every play
in football. He really came through
late in the year and became a force to
be reckoned with. He became a really
good passer. He would turn the ball

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

PGA Instructor Suggests
Make Golf a ‘Family Affair’

By GARY OSTREGA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As a former PGA tour player com-
peting on tours in the US, Canada,
Europe and South America, I have
played with and competed against
the finest players in the world. Al-
though I found those experiences to

be fantastic, my greatest pleasure in
golf has always been to play a round
with any of my three children.

Each of them started to learn the
fundamentals at a young age in my
junior clinics while I was the Head
Professional at Colonia CC. The group
environment was a fun and stressless
learning experience, which planted
the seed to eventually allow them to
play the game throughout their lives.

My son Joshua, daughter Kristen
and youngest son Geoff are very busy
with their careers, but still find time
to enjoy the game. Introducing them
to the game at an early age was the
key. Geoffrey has caddied for me
many times in events here in the
greater metropolitan area. Addition-
ally, Geoff was inside the ropes with
me for the two US Senior Opens I
recently competed in.

A highlight was having lunch with
Arnold Palmer, while waiting to see
if I made the cut. In fact, my entire
family accompanied me to Colorado
Springs and followed me during the
tournament at The Broadmoor after I
made the cut. Their presence inspired
me a great deal, and is a fond memory
that I will always treasure.

I continue to look forward to fur-
ther family golf outings. I invite you

to allow us at Hyatt Hills GC to help
introduce your children and family to
this great game.

Gary Ostrega PGA is a teaching
professional at Hyatt Hills Golf
Course in Clark. Call (732) 669-
9100 for lesson Appointments.
www.garyostregagolf.com

CIRCLE U11 CHAMPS…The Westfield Terps soccer team scored two goals in
the final minutes to tie the FTF-Arsenal then won on penalty kicks to become the
Rahway Center Circle U11 League Champions. Pictured, left to right, are:
bottom row; Sebastian Ferrero, Devin Caherly, Frankie Gialanella, Dylan
Alfano, Adam Holtzman and Jeffery Bennett; top row, Julian Trott, Matt
Bartok, Nico Romano, Jack Sandstedt, Jack Cushing, Nathan Hefner, Luke
Ertman and Brian Hinkel. Not pictured are coaches Frank Gialanella, Shay
Caherly and Bill Bennett.

The Men’s League at FSPY opened
its playoffs on March 18 with the
wildcard play-in round, then held its
inaugural league-wide Family Day
celebration complete with professional
basketball entertainment, a Mommy’s
Only free throw shooting contest and
games for kids of all ages.

East Division second seed, 8-4
SWISH got a scare from the 4-8
Dominators but held on for a 60-53
win. SWISH will face No. 1 seed, 9-
3 Full Court in the conference finals.

The West Division play-in game
had two evenly matched 4-8 teams,
but the Dream Team came into the
game on a 4-1 roll. Ballerz fell be-
hind early and could not climb back.
DT won 60-36. DT advanced to play
Nothing But Net.

Following the playoff games, the
Men’s League and FSPY co-hosted
the inaugural League Family Day
for about 175 members and their
families.

Basketball Entertainer Jack Ryan,
aka “the Hoop Wizard”, amazed the
audience with his various basketball
tricks typically performed at half-
time shows at NBA and major col-
lege arenas all over the country.

An engaging performer who in-
cludes children of all ages in his act,
including his 8-year old daughter
Morgan, Ryan showcased his unique
talents, while at the same time deliver-
ing an inspiring message that success
is rooted in hard work and practice.

Ryan is a former Harlem Wizard
and ESPN National 3-Point Shoot-
ing Contest winner. For more infor-
mation, visit www.hoopwizard.com.

A pizza party followed with vari-
ous children’s and adult games, in-
cluding a free throw shooting contest
for the wives of league members.

The League also presented Statis-
tics Committee volunteer Daniel
Carabba with a scholarship. Carabba,
a senior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, volunteered for two
seasons to track statistics at games.
The League awarded Carabba its first
volunteer scholarship. Carabba will
attend Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity in Teaneck this fall studying pre-
vet in hopes of continuing his educa-
tion to become a veterinarian.

FSPY Men’s League
Wildcard Playoffs:

David B. Corbin (January 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEADLY SHOOTER…Cougar Kurt Rutmayer, No. 4, was a deadly shooter from the perimeter and underneath.

Gary Ostrega and son Geoff at the US Senior Open

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2011
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

© 2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 • 908-233-5555 EXT. 189

Westfield...Pristine and updated Expanded Ranch, set on a quiet, tree-lined
street, features an open floor plan. Welcoming entry foyer leads to a sun-filled
living room, boasting new windows, hardwood flooring and gas fireplace flanked
by custom built-ins. Tastefully appointed dining room with chair rail moldings.
Eat-in kitchen equipped with an abundance of white cabinetry and moveable
island overlooks a beautiful private backyard with views of Tamaques Park. New
oversized paver patio with sitting wall, is ideal for outdoor entertaining. This
charming residence offers 4 bedrooms and 2 full baths plus a finished lower level
recreation room with wet bar. Freshly painted interior, central air conditioning
and an abundance of amenities. Path access to both school and park. Easy path
access to both Tamaques School and Park.  Enjoy warm weather activities
surrounded by a tranquil setting. Offered at $539,000.

Fanwood...English Colonial nestled in a sought after neighborhood and
conveniently located close to everything. This charming home boasts period
character and hardwood flooring throughout with Pottery Barn flare! Entry
vestibule opens to an inviting living room, warmed by a wood-burning fireplace.
Adjacent sunny den features an abundance of windows and natural wood
beadboard ceiling. The large formal dining room, enhanced by chair rail moldings
and sliding French doors,  leads to an outdoor deck. The kitchen provides lots of
storage niches, white appliances and a ceramic tiled floor.  Continuing upstairs,
are three bedrooms and a tastefully updated bath. Amenities include a finished
lower level play room, fenced yard and detached one car garage. The location of
this home is a commuter’s delight…close proximity to both train and bus. An
absolute jewel! Offered at $399,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 25th • 1-4 PM
761 Cranford Avenue

Westfield...Spacious and move-in ready Colonial. Welcoming entry opens to the
large living room boasting gleaming hardwood flooring and sunny window. Formal
dining room accented by chair rail and cove moldings. Gorgeous Wood-Mode
kitchen features granite counters, decorative tile backsplash, stainless steel appli-
ances, hardwood floor and separate dining area overlooking the yard through a new
bay window. Adjacent step-down family room is enhanced by an exposed brick
raised hearth fireplace, surround sound, recessed lighting and backyard access
leading to a brick patio, perfect for outdoor entertaining. Private office, laundry
room and powder room complete the first level. The second floor is home to four
generously sized bedrooms, including a master with updated bath. Central air
conditioning, finished lower level and two car attached garage are just a few of this
lovely home’s amenities. Offered at $789,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 25th • 1-4 PM
46 Tamaques Way

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 25th • 1-4 PM
121 Russell Road

See www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports for more

Probitas Verus Honos
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Cougar Cagers Finish 12-13
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

over to Kurt Rutmayer and that really
opened up our offense. He was great
going to the basket, but he’s got to
develop a primary jump shot to open
things up,” Coach Huber said.

Senior forward/center Rutmayer
could be deadly from the perimeter,
as well as underneath with putbacks
and rebounds. Rutmayer sank 20 3-
pointers and finished with 266 points,
which included 70 free throws. He
also grabbed 122 rebounds and led
the team with 10 blocked shots.

“Kurt is a consistent player in any-
thing he does. Whether it’s football,
basketball or baseball, he is a great
leader out there. He does everything
you ask him to do. He does it without
ever saying two words against it. He
is going to be missed not only be-
cause of his basketball ability, but he
is going to be missed just as much as
a leader,” Coach Huber said.

Senior point guard Sean Babos led
the team with 71 assists, but despite
his unselfishness, he managed to score
199 points, including 33 3-pointers
and 42 free throws. He was the Cou-
gars’ chief thief with 14 steals.

“Sean! Once we got the ball in
bounds, we didn’t think many people
were going to be able to take the ball
away from him. Early in the season
we thought we relied too much on
Sean in terms of bringing pressure. I
talked to him in the middle of Janu-
ary that he had to score a little bit
more, and he really did that. Once he
started shooting more, that really
opened it up, because he’s got range
from 25 feet in,” Coach Huber said.

Junior forward Stefan Fedorchak
led the Cougars with 38 3-pointers
(114 points), sank 89 2-pointers (178
points) and hit 38 free throws, which
translated to 330 points. He also had
11 thefts and eight assists.

“He is going to be called upon next
year to do even more. He was a little
under the radar coming into this sea-
son, because he played JV as a sopho-
more. He’s going to be a marked man
next year by a lot of teams that are
going to try to stop him and Reggie.
I think he is the type of kid, who is
going to work really hard and take it
to the next level,” Coach Huber said.

Senior guard Eric Garguilo got in-
jured very early in the season, but
junior Chris Wills filled in and con-
tributed 69 points and seven assists.

“Coming into the season Chris was
going be our backup here, backup
there. Unfortunately, we had a sea-
son-ending injury to Eric Garguilo.
He was tossed into a role, and he did
a very good job. He primarily guarded
the other teams’ best players,” Coach
Huber said.

Sophomore guards Tommy Trotter
and John Oblachinski also found ad-
equate time on the court and contrib-
uted 44 and 37 points, respectively.

“Both of them are going to be called
upon to have big roles next year.
Tommy is going to be there for Sean
as our primary ball handler, and
Johnny will take that spot vacated by
Kurt. I am very confident with their
work ethic that they will be able to
handle that,” Coach Huber said.

WBA 7th/8th Grade Girls
Basketball Playoff Results:

Celtics 11, Nets 9
Defense ruled during Saturday’s

league championship game between
the Celtics and the Nets. Taylor Kirby
nailed a foul shot with two seconds
remaining in regulation to force over-

time and then followed up with the
game-winning basket.

The Celtics received excellent all-
around efforts from Madelyn Jacobs,
Karen Forbes, Julia Pierce, Arya Rao,
Tristen Cascio, Claire Magnanini,
Sydney Gordner and Emily Sackett.
Offensively, Haley Kasko, Anna
Browne and Megan Troutman led the
Nets. Sarah Kiernan, Madeline Berry,
Jenna Reed, Claudia Dougherty,
Molly Whitehead, Emily Dorry and
Emma Pettit turned in stellar defend-
ing and rebounding performances.
Cavaliers 26, Mavericks 20

The Cavaliers withstood a furious
Mavericks comeback in the fourth
quarter and held on to capture the win.
Cavaliers guards Isabella Salerno,
Michelle Telsey, Olivia Scheuermann
and Ellie Haley ran the offensive ef-
fectively against the pressure defense
applied by the Mavs. Their passing
allowed the forwards Ana Ionescu,
Emily McGann, Nicole Eisenberg and
Olivia Turner to capitalize with bas-
kets from close range. Allyson Tazbin
and Francesca Colucci, who were not
in attendance, contributed to the team’s
successful season.

Mavericks’ standouts were
Catherine Bergin, Lauren Ho and
Samantha Greenaway. The comeback
was fueled by phenomenal defense
particularly Alex Jackman, Jennifer
Rodgers and Catherine Serratelli.
Olivia Hamilton and Morgan
Sturdevant really stepped up their
game. Lindsay Millar, on crutches,
cheered for her teammates.
Knicks 16, Hawks 8

The Knicks held on to defeat the
Hawks in a hard-fought contest.
Eighth graders Lauren Busardo,
Lauren Fazio, Erin Malley and Mor-
gan Nitti led the Knicks. Also con-
tributing this week and all season
were Carly and Taylor Bechtloff,
Marie-Elena Pafumi, Lexie Riley,
Emily Riordan and Hannah Frankel.

For the Hawks, Isabel Otis and
Logan Robertson handled the ball
well and were able to make good
passes down low to Madeline
Kevelson, Samantha Ricci, Pamela
Burke and Julie Greenberg.
Madeleine Armstrong, Francesca
Jones and Alaina Brotman played
good defense.

CYO CHAMPS…The St. Helen’s 5th/6th grade JV girls CYO basketball team led
its division with a 10-2 record and won the Union County CYO Championship,
beating Holy Trinity, 28-20, on March 10. Pictured left to right are: front row; Sam
Forcht, Emily Finn, Grace Elliott, Molly Ryan, Kaeley Hazard and Maggie Rivers;
back row, Hannah Brogan, Caitlin Amman, Mia Melao, Ashley Gigon, Bridget
Hyland, Bridget Scaglione and Coach Dave Finn. Not pictured: Julia Hinderliter.

GARDEN STATE CHAMPIONS…The 7th Grade “A” Boys Westfield Blue
basketball team captured the Garden State Championship with a 52-41
victory over Morristown to finish the season 31-6. All 10 boys contributed.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Philip Martini, Timmy Day, Kevin
Reinhard, Kevin Brennan, Tristan Quallis and Jack Neiswenter; back row,
Dave Brennan, Michael Ukrainskyj, Owen Kessler, Matt Lacorte, Jacob
Kaplan, Ron Neiswenter and Jim Lacorte.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2012 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2012

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED

2012 2011
1. Surplus $1,719,000.00
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues 10,441,082.35 9,697,712.16
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 1,575,000.00 1,575,000.00
4. Minimum Library Tax 2,430,630.00 2,449,484.00
5. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 24,938,064.90 24,109,789.72
                              Total General Revenues $39,384,777.25 $39,550,985.88

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2012 BUDGET 2011 BUDGET
1. Operating Salaries & Wages $15,729,473.00 $15,909,646.00

Other Expenses 16,482,590.25 15,967,890.88
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 3,509,124.00 3,971,118.00
3. Capital Improvements 5,000.00 5,000.00
4. Debt Service 1,718,590.00 1,673,331.00
5. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 1,940,000.00 1,940,000.00
                              Total General Appropriations $39,384,777.25 $39,550,985.88
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 241 241

2012 DEDICATED SWIM POOL UTILITY BUDGET
SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED

2012 2011
1. Surplus $50,000.00 $128,867.00
2. Miscellaneous Revenues 1,089,000.00 994,171.00
                              Total Revenues $1,139,000.00 $1,123,038.00

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2012 BUDGET 2011 BUDGET
1. Operating Salaries & Wages $491,474.00 $498,898.00

Other Expenses 281,869.00 277,758.00
2. Capital Improvements 1,500.00 1,500.00
3. Debt Service 327,157.00 307,682.00
4. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 37,000.00 37,200.00
                              Total Appropriations $1,139,000.00 $1,123,038.00
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part-time 36 36

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT 12/31/11
GENERAL SWIM POOL UTILITY

Interest $503,590.00 $117,157.00
Principal $17,109,000.00 $3,572,000.00
Outstanding Balance $17,612,590.00 $3,689,157.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield, County of Union on March 13, 2012.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 24, 2012 at 8:00
o’clock (PM) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2012 may
be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the detailed budget are available in the office of Claire Gray, Town Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, 07090, (908) 789-4033, during the hours of 9:00
(A.M.) to 4:30 (P.M.).
1 T - 3/22/12, The Leader Fee: $169.83

FOR SALE       
Condominium 

 

3 Bedrooms    2 Baths  

Second floor   

Stainless steel kitchen appliances   

New cabinets    

Granite counter tops   

Central heat and air conditioning 

Laundry room with washer/dryer 

Recently remodeled throughout 

Living room with fireplace   

Formal dining room 

Eat in kitchen 

Garage and additional parking space 

Zoned age requirement 50+ 

Asking $530,000 

 

304 Clark Street, Westfield, N.J. 
Owner: 908-967-1410 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its March 12, 2012 meeting for the
following applications decided at its Feb-
ruary 15, 2012 meeting.

Tracy and Clint Factor, 440 Kimball
Turn. Applicant sought an extension of
prior variance approval memorialized De-
cember 13, 2010. Extension granted to
August 1, 2012.

Thea & Edward Lloyd, 114 N. Euclid
Avenue. Applicant sought approval to
construct a garage contrary to Sections
13.01G1a, 12.04F1 and 12.04F4 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a side yard
setback of 1.7 feet and a rear yard setback
of 2 feet where 5 feet is required for both;
to allow a building coverage of 22.9%
where a maximum of 20% is allowed and
to allow a building coverage with a front
porch of 26.9% where a maximum of 24%
is allowed. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Christopher Osborne, 15 Sunnywood
Drive. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a two-story addition, a front porch
and a two-car garage contrary to Sections
11.05E6, 12.03C, D & E, and 12.04F of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a side yard
setback of 9 feet 4 inches where 15 feet is
required; to allow a front yard setback of
30.9 feet where 34.73 feet is required and
to allow a building coverage of 20.3%
where a maximum of 20% is allowed. Ap-
plication approved with conditions.

Scott Chamberlin, 612 Roosevelt
Street. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a garage contrary to Sections
12.04F1 and 13.01G1a of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a building coverage of
24.1% where a maximum of 20% is al-
lowed and to allow a side yard setback of
1.8 feet and a rear yard setback of 3.3 feet
where 5 feet is required for both. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Lynn Mayer, 319 Orenda Circle. Appli-
cant sought approval to construct a one
story addition contrary to Sections 12.04E6
and 11.04E7 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a side yard setback of 14.5 feet
where 15 feet is required and to allow a
rear yard setback of 37 feet 9.5 inches
where 50 feet is required. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Marianne LoPapa, 2 Mohawk Trail.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
one-story addition contrary to Sections
12.04F, 11.08E7 and 11.08E13 of the Land

Use Ordinance to allow a building cover-
age of 22.4% where a maximum of 20% is
allowed; to allow a rear yard setback of
32.7 feet where 35 feet is required and to
allow a wall length at the zoning side yard
of +38 feet 1 innches where a maximum of
25 feet is allowed. Application approved
with conditions.

Phil & Amy Ricca, 425 Lenox Avenue.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
one story addition contrary to Sections
12.04F1, 12.04F3 and 12.04G of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a building cover-
age of 20.5% where a maximum of 20% is
allowed, to allow a building coverage with
a front porch of 25% where a maximum of
24% is allowed and to allow an all improve-
ment coverage of 54.93% where 50% is
allowed. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Keith Williamson, 722 Coleman Place.
Applicant sought approval to construct first
and second story additions contrary to
Sections 12.04.1 and 11.09E13 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a building cover-
age of 21.48% where 20% is allowed and
to allow a wall length at a zoning side yard
of 30.5 feet where a maximum of 25 feet is
allowed. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Frederick and Jeanne Gladis, 525
Fairmont Avenue. Applicant sought ap-
proval to construct a second story addition
contrary to Sections 11.07E6 and 11.07E13
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a side
yard setback of 5.7 feet where 10 feet is
required and to allow wall length at a
zoning side yard of 45 feet (at the second
story level) where a maximum of 25 feet is
allowed. Application approved with addi-
tions.

 Shannon Terry, 715 Fairacres Av-
enue. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a one-story addition contrary to Sec-
tions 11.09E6, 12.04F1 and 11.09E13 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a side
yard setback of 5.62 feet where 10 feet is
required to allow a building coverage of
20.3% where a maximum of 20% is al-
lowed and to allow a wall length at the
zoning side yard of 37.82 feet where a
maximum of 25 feet is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/22/12, The Leader Fee: $103.02

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

An ordinance was introduced by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield on
March 13, 2012. Copies of this ordinance
can be obtained without cost in the Town
Clerk’s Office at the Westfield Town Hall,
425 E. Broad Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey during normal business hours.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1986
AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH

A CAP BANK
(This ordinance is a State-mandated

component of the 2012 budget
process pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45:14)

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on April 10, 2012 at 8:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 3/22/12, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Town
of Westfield will hold a municipal consent
hearing on Tuesday, May 8, 2012 at 8:00
p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers.

This hearing will be held for the purpose
of evaluating the application of Comcast of
New Jersey II, LLC for a municipal consent
to own, operate, extend, and maintain a
cable television and cable communica-
tions system in the Town of Westfield and
is held in accordance with N.J.S.A. 48:5A-
23c and N.J.A.C. 14:18-11.6, and all other
applicable statutory and regulatory provi-
sions.

All interested parties are invited to at-
tend and be heard with respect to this
application. Copies of the application will
be on file with the Town Clerk and can be
reviewed Monday through Friday between
the hours of 8:30 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. at
Town Hall.

This notice will be published again be-
tween the fourteenth (14th) and seventh
(7th) day prior to the hearing.
1 T - 3/22/12, The Leader Fee: $22.95

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

Scotch Plains...Newly Listed. Incredibly spacious 10 RM CH, COL on .964 acre on cul-de-sac. Impressive wooded
property, circular drive and private backyard. 5/6 BR, 3 full BTHS, bright & airy floor plan. Center Hall, Living Rm, Formal
Dr, family Rm w/ frplc,  kitchen w/center isl/ brkfst bar, pantry, work station. Adjacent Family Rm w/vaulted ceil & skylts
Master BR w/dressing area, full bath, guest suite, home office, 1st flr laundry, full  basement w/ game room 44x15. 2 zone
heat/CAC, multi-tier deck , oversized 2 car garage  and much more.      $710,000.

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Kimberley A. Haley

Sales Associate

908.301.2004

© 2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

209 Central Avenue

Westfield, NJ  07090

908.233.5555

   Coldwell Banker
         Residential Brokerage Westfield East

#2 Realtor ~ Overall production 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007

#1 Realtor ~ Buyer Controlled Sales 2010, 2008 & 2007

Kimberley Aslanian Haley

Public Open House Event This Sunday ~ 1-4pm

854 Standish Avenue, Westfield
Extensively renovated 11 room Center Hall Colonial in the prestigious “Gardens” section of Westfield.  This 

fine home boasts 5 Bedrooms and 3.5 new  Baths, a formal Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, first 

floor Office and Family Room, new  gourmet eat-in Kitchen, Master Bedroom Suite with luxurious Bath & 

WIC, 2nd floor laundry, new patio, hardwood floors, central air & more!                    Offered for $1,599,000

Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com

www.KimHaley.com

Thurman Munson’s Mercedes
To Be Auctioned at Benefit

Considered the “heart and soul”
of the New York Yankees, Thurman
Munson was the most valuable
catcher in team history. Among his
many accomplishments, Munson
was the only Yankee to ever win
both the “Rookie of the Year” and
“Most Valuable Player” awards. He
led the Yankees to three consecutive
World Series, winning two of them
as the first team captain since Lou
Gehrig 40 years before.

On Saturday, April 14, at 2:30
p.m., bidders can take home a piece
of Major League Baseball and Yan-
kee history when Munson’s 1977
Mercedes Benz 450 SL cruises
across the auction block at the
“Wheels and Wishes” Classic Car
Auction and Car Show being held at
the Westfield Armory.

Munson’s 1977 Mercedes Benz
450 SL was given to him by the New
York Yankees in appreciation for his
contributions to the team and his
incredible athletic achievements. It
is a true collector’s piece, custom
detailed with Yankee pinstripes,
baseball insignia and Thurman

Munson’s initials. The car, in pris-
tine condition, is a car collector’s-
and Yankees fanatic’s dream.

A number of other collectible, ex-
otic and classic cars and motorcycles
will also be featured in the auction,
including the 1967 Ford Mustang
hardtop that was previously owned
by Republican presidential hopeful
and former Speaker of the House,
Newt Gingrich.

All tickets sold in the live auction
will benefit the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation of New Jersey, an organiza-
tion that grants wishes to children
with life-threatening medical con-
ditions to enrich the human experi-
ence through hope, strength and joy.

For more information, please visit:
www.wheelsandwishes.com. To
view the complete catalog or to pur-
chase tickets, visit
www.wheelsandwishes.com. To
place pre-bids, or to bid online, visit
www.proxibid.com/ibid. “Like” us
on Facebook at iBid Motors and
Auctions Follow on Twitter @iBid
Auctions

For more information or to schedule
interviews with Rich Bodmer, please
call iBid Motors at: (973) 473-2400 or
email auctions@ibidmotors.com.

The Westfield Area Y Devilfish
swim team excelled with multiple
record breaking swims at the 13+ New
Jersey YMCA State Championships
held at Franklin and Marshall College
in Lancaster, Pa. on March 9-11.

The 15-18 girls set five “Y” State
Meet records. Caroline Baldwin and
Carly Whitmer each set two individual.
Baldwin won 100-back (56.11) and
50-free (23.64). Both times were Dev-
ilfish records. Whitmer won 100-fly
(56.01) and 200-fly (2:05:13) besting
her “Y” record times. Baldwin, Abby
Pires, Whitmer and Ellie Reinhardt
touched first in the 400-medley relay
(“Y” State Meet and team record time
of 3:52:26). The Devilfish team fin-
ished 12th.

Baldwin also took third in 200-back
at 2:03:19 (Westfield “Y” record).
Baldwin took 13th in the 200-free.
Pires placed 10th (100-breast).
Reinhardt finished 13th and Caitlin
Carroll placed 15th (1,000-free).
Whitmer, Loren Ball, Reinhardt and
Baldwin placed sixth in the 400-free
relay at 3:33:97 (team record). Allie

McBrearty, Pires, Erika Daniel and
Ball touched eighth (Open 200-med-
ley relay) and Jackie Joffe, Carroll,
Audrey Bangs and Lauren Schmeider
finished 13th (200-free relay).

15-18 Boys: Will Beckett placed
seventh (50-free) and anchored the
ninth-place Open 200-medley relay
with Max Shin, Alex Bond and Dan
Jones. Brennan Haley touched 13th
(200-back) and teamed up with Alex
Bond, Jones and Matt Daniel for ninth
in the 400-medley relay. Beckett,
Luke McGrory, Haley and Daniel
placed eighth (400-free relay). Kevin
Oster, Bond, Jones and Nicandro
Donadio placed 12th in the Open
200-free relay.

13-14 Girls: Caroline Basil placed
fourth (100-back) and seventh (200-
back), setting two new team records.
Gwyn Devin placed 15th (100-fly).
Basil, Audrey Picut, Devin and
Courtney Day placed eighth in the
200-free relay, and Picut, Devin, Day
and Basil finished 13th.

13-14 Boys: Kevin Clauss placed
ninth (100-breast) and 14th (200-
breast). Clauss, Stefan Crigler, Ryan
Daniel and Lucas Fan placed 15th in
the medley relay.

Twenty Devilfish will compete at
the YMCA Short Course Nationals in
Greensboro, N.C. in April 2-6.

WY Devilfish Set Five
NJ ‘Y’ State Meet Records

WAYNE HOOPS CHAMPS…The IHM sixth grade boys won the Wayne PAL
March Madness Tournament. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Patrick
Downey, Jack Brady, Ryan Lee and Tommy Drubulis; top row, Head Coach Eric
Muench, Ryan Muench, Ashton Miller, Jhadir Charles, Nick McCormack,
George Davis and Cooper Heisey. Not pictured is Assistant Coach Tom Drubulis.

Scotch Plains’ Immaculate Heart
of Mary’s 6th grade boys basketball
team captured first in the Wayne PAL
March Madness Tournament of
Champions on March 11. The IHM
boys faced teams from Wayne (Wayne
PAL and Wayne Boys Club) and
Franklin Lakes.

In the championship game against

Wayne PAL, Ryan Muench earned
the MVP title by scoring 20 points,
which included six 3-point baskets,
leading the IHM team to an 83-62
victory.

IHM Cager Boys Win Wayne PAL Tourney

Thurman Munson’s Mercedes and Logo

Public Open House Sunday, March 25th  1:00 - 4:00pm

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010

930 Dunham Avenue  Westfield, New Jersey 
Located on a quiet cul-de-sac, this young Center Hall Colonial charms you with beautiful 
details, hardwood floors, moldings, exquisite windows, and designer touches. The two-
story foyer flows to the fire lit living room and formal dining room. Enjoy any activity in 
the family room and adjoining kitchen with breakfast area. The sizable master suite boast-
ing a walk-in closet and full bath is accompanied by well-proportioned bedrooms and an-
other full bath on the 2nd floor. Highlights include a 1st  floor laundry room & office, cen-
tral air-conditioning & gas fired forced air heat (with two units) and a fabulous rec room. 
A convenient location and a lovely backyard with deck & mature plantings ensures that 
this is an idyllic place to call home. Presented for  $1,150,000.  Dir: Clifton to Dunham

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 
2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker 

Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing  Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

2012 DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION BUDGET

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget of the Town of Westfield’s
Special Improvement District, County of Union, for the Year 2012:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the Year 2012, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in THE WESTFIELD
LEADER in the issue of March 22, 2012;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Town of
Westfield does hereby approve the following as the Downtown Westfield Corporation
Budget for the year 2012:

Recorded Vote: Ayes: Skibitsky, Arena, Della Fera, Neylan, Kimmins,
LoGrippo, Foerst, Loughlin

Nays
Abstain
Absent Haas

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget was approved
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, on March 13, 2012.

A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Westfield Municipal Building on April 24,
2012 at 8:00pm at which time and place objections to said Budget for the Year 2012 may
be presented by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers or other interested
persons.

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

2012 BUDGET

REVENUES
GENERAL REVENUE ANTICIPATED REVENUE 2012

Amount to be raised by
Special Improvement District Assessment $409,605.00
Total General Revenue $409,605.00

APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL APPROPRIATION APPROPRIATIONS 2011

Operating
Salaries & Wages $169,832.00
Other Expenses $239,773.00

Total General Appropriations $409,605.00
1 T - 3/22/12, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-29078-10
FILE NO. 12242-10

NOTICE TO REDEEM

PLYMOUTH PARK TAX SER-
VICES LLC; PLAINTIFF VS.
MARTIN MC MULLEN;
KATHRYN H. LEWIS, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; WELLS FARGO BANK
NA.; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: KATHRYN H. LEWIS, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on March 16, 2012, the Superior
Court Fixed  May 4, 2012  between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
PLAINFIELD, located at 515 WATCHUNG
AVENUE, PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY
07060, as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 29 BLOCK 758 on the tax duplicate
of  PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 08276 is
$18,394.39,  together with interest from
January 31, 2011 and costs of $1,181.80.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/22/12, The Leader Fee: $54.57

Probitas Verus Honos

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY

Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of Mountainside, in the County of Union, New Jersey, that a public hearing for the proposed
budget for the 2012-2013 school year will be held on Tuesday, March 27, 2012, in the Beechwood School Susan O. Collier Media Center
at 1497 Woodacres Drive, Mountainside, New Jersey, at 7:30 p.m.

The budget will be on file in the Office of the Secretary of the Board of Education, 1497 Woodacres Drive, Mountainside, New Jersey,
for examination by the public between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. each school day.

The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the State
Board of Education.  Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides are available from your local school district.

W. Daniel Saragnese
Board Secretary

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2012-2013

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

OCTOBER 15, 2010 OCTOBER 15, 2011 OCTOBER 15, 2012
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY ACTUAL ACTUAL  ESTIMATED
  Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time 737 739 747
   Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time 69 71 69
    Subtotal - Pupils on Roll 806 810 816
  Private School Placements 8 10 11
  Pupils Sent to Other Districts-Reg Prog 220 237 240
  Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog 37 37 35

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED REVENUES

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT ACTUAL REVISED ANTICIPATED
OPERATING BUDGET
  Budgeted Fund Balance - Operating Budget 10-303 425,000 144,651
  Withdrawal from Current Expense Emergency Rsv 10-312 78,290
  Withdrawal from Cap Res-for Local Share 10-307 266,763 100,000
  Withdrawal from Maint. Reserve 10-310 9,306

Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 10-1210 13,104,390 13,433,645 13,897,897
  Tuition 10-1300 33,740 66,000
  Transportation Fees from Individuals 10-1410 195,000 48,150
   Other Restricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 75,025 50,515
  Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 66,560 35,796 27,639
        SUBTOTAL 13,204,690 13,739,466 14,090,201

Revenues from State Sources:
  Exraordinary Aid 10-3131 203,704 175,000 150,000
  Other State Aids 10-3XXX 15,660
  Categorical Special Education Aid 10-3132 58,067 202,718 380,439
  Categorical Security Aid 10-3177 15,872
  Categorical Transportation Aid 10-3121 68,893
        SUBTOTAL 277,431 377,718 615,204

Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Education Jobs Fund 18-4522 26,675
        SUBTOTAL 26,675
  Actual Revenues (Over) / Under Expenditures 664,793
        TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET 14,146,914 14,923,218 14,950,056

GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Title II 20-4451-4455 13,743 11,029 9,374
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420-4429 292,283 188,136 159,916
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES 306,026 199,165 169,290
        TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS 306,026 199,165 169,290

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
Transfers from Other Funds 40-5200 112,919
Transfers from Capital Reserve 40-5210 277,404 266,763 100,000

Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 40-1210 100,767 268,600
     TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES 100,767 268,600
     TOTAL LOCAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 390,323 367,530 368,600
     TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 390,323 367,530 368,600
     TOTAL REVENUES / SOURCES 14,843,263 15,489,913 15,487,946

DEDUCT REVENUES INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
Transfers from Capital Reserve 40-5210 277,404 266,763 100,000

TOTAL REVENUES/SOURCES NET OF TRANSFERS 14,565,859 15,223,150 15,387,946

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT EXPENDITURES REV. APPROP. APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
Instruction:
  Regular Programs 11-1XX-100-XXX 3,637,644 3,304,789 3,454,311
  Special Education 11-2XX-100-XXX 642,988 841,031 880,116
  School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities 11-401-100-XXX 71,585 37,031 48,104
  School Sponsored Athletics 11-402-100-XXX 30,742 27,580 31,120
Support Services:
  Tuition 11-000-100-XXX 4,273,729 4,936,546 4,885,176
  Attendance and Social Work Services 11-000-211-XXX 54,636 56,565
  Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 124,005 124,427 130,242
  Speech, OT, PT, Related & Extraordinary Services 11-000-216,217 335,686 400,169 404,861
  Guidance 11-000-218-XXX 33,735 50,432 34,939
  Child Study Teams 11-000-219-XXX 294,824 313,862 269,700
  Improvement of Instructional Services 11-000-221-XXX 113,243 114,004 111,054
  Educational Media Services - School Library 11-000-222-XXX 154,003 243,226 284,714
  Instructional Staff Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 285 5,695 6,000

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
  General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 345,536 312,834 268,658
  School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 340,014 341,441 361,201
  Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology 11-000-25X-XXX 222,535 187,400 198,872
  Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 887,937 889,444 924,002
  Student Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 542,011 675,995 550,588
  Personal Services - Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 1,778,771 1,784,481 1,934,144
          Total Support Services Expenditures 9,446,314 10,434,592 10,420,716
       TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE 13,829,273 14,645,023 14,834,367

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
  Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-73X 12,410
  Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-4XX-XXX 19,658 11,432 15,689
  Capital Reserve-Transfer to Repayment of Debt 12-000-4XX-933 276,903 266,763 100,000
        TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 308,971 278,195 115,689

SPECIAL SCHOOLS
Summer School:
  Instruction 13-422-100-XXX 8,670
  Total Summer School 8,670
     TOTAL SPECIAL SCHOOLS 8,670
        OPERATING BUDGET GRAND TOTAL 14,146,914 14,923,218 14,950,056

SPECIAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
 Title II 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 13,743 11,029 9,374
Federal Projects:
   I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 292,283 188,136 159,916
    Total Federal Projects 306,026 199,165 169,290
        TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS 306,026 199,165 169,290

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
  Repayment of Debt - Regular 40-701-510-XXX 390,323 367,530 368,600
       TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 390,323 367,530 368,600
      Total Expenditures 14,843,263 15,489,913 15,487,946

DEDUCT EXPENDITURES INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
  Local Contribution - Transfer to Special Revenue 11-1XX-100-93X
  Capital Reserve - Transfer to Repayment of Debt 12-000-400-933 276,903 266,763 100,000
  Transfer Property Sale Proceeds to Debt Svc Res 11-000-520-934
      TOTAL EXPENDITURES NET OF TRANSFERS 14,566,360 15,223,150 15,387,946

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

AUDITED AUDITED ESTIMATED ESTIMATED
BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE

BUDGET CATEGORY 6/30/2010 6/30/2011 6/30/2012 6/30/2013

Unrestricted:
  General Operating Budget 375,648 650,873 370,524 225,873
  Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0

Restricted for Specific Purposes:
  General Operating Budget:
    Capital Reserve 543,667 366,763 100,000 0
    Adult Education Programs 0 0 0 0
    Maintenance Reserve 162,339 74,639 65,333 65,333
    Legal Reserve 564,176 0 0 0
    Tuition Reserve 0 0 0 0
    Current Expense Emergency Reserve 189,528 78,290 0 0
Repayment of Debt:
    Restricted for Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

2012 - 2013
2011-12 2011-12 2012-13

2009-10 2010-11 ORIGINAL REVISED PROPOSED
ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

Per Pupil Cost Calculations: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
  Total Budgetary Comparative Per Pupil Cost 11,945 11,129 11,221 11,148 11,518
  Total Classroom Instruction 7,312 6,778 6,840 6,618 6,935
  Classroom-Salaries and Benefits 7,138 6,622 6,661 6,442 6,804
  Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks 137 143 134 145 97
  Classroom-Purchased Services and Other 36 12 45 31 33
  Total Support Services 1,916 1,605 1,788 1,929 1,924
  Support Services-Salaries and Benefits 1,478 1,336 1,270 1,359 1,396
  Total Administrative Costs 1,326 1,361 1,264 1,265 1,261
  Administration-Salaries and Benefits 1,060 1,063 979 984 1,029
  Legal Costs 0 75 64 64 35
  Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant 1,241 1,233 1,228 1,234 1,278
  Operations & Maintenance of Plant-Salary & Ben. 655 604 591 586 610
  Board Contribution to Food Services 0 0 0 0 0
  Total Extracurricular Costs 138 149 103 102 121
  Total Equipment Costs 4 15 0 0 0
  Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries 25.1 29.1 30.4 30.3 31.3

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the 2012 Taxpayers’ Guide to Education Spending (formerly Comparative Spending Guide) and can be found on the Department of
Education’s Internet address: http://www.state.nj.us/ education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board
office and public libraries. The same calculations were performed using the 2011-12 revised appropriations and 2012-13 budgeted
appropriations presented in this advertised budget. Total Budgetary Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive
of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and judgments against the school district. For all years, it also includes the
restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a
component of the total Budgetary comparative per pupil cost, although all components are not shown.

ANNUAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO
4A. Advertised Capital Outlay Projects
Describe below, by project number, the appropriations for budgeted Capital Outlay Projects including those items related to the

district’s Long Range Facilities Plan. Include only construction, remodeling, renovations, installation of service systems, land and
improvements, and the purchase of buildings. If the project is eligible for a grant, enter an ‘X’ in column 4. Do not include equipment.
Include all projects budgeted on the transfer lines to capital projects fund (8326 and 8335). If the project is a request to exceed an existing
referendum (Under N.J.A.C. 6A: 26-4.4(a)3), enter an ‘X’ in column 5 and enter the funding source for the request in column 6. Complete
a detailed budget for each project.

Request to
Project Dollar Eligible Exceed Funding Source

Description/Activity Number Amount for Grant Referendum for Request
  SDA Assement for Debt Service February 23, 2012 15,689

        Total Amount: 15,689
1 T - 3/22/12, The Leader Fee: $514.08

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 4/3/12, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Maintenance Roadway Repair Contract North, Sub-Region N-2, Contract No N
203, Routes 10,  24, U.S. 46, and 124, Counties of Essex, Morris, and Union;

100% State; DP No: 10475
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and Disclosure

of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and Executive Order
No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order No: 117 is
effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must be
registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, Business
Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of valid
business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ  080021
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 3/15/12, 3/22/12 and 3/29/12, The Leader Fee: $201.96

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the Borough
of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on TUESDAY, APRIL 3rd , 2012,
in the Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such later time and
place to which said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land
assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each respective
parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable against said
lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 3rd day
of April 2012.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to
the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other
method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold. Properties
for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Borough of
Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with
interest and costs. Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.). In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK LOT OWNER PROPERTY LOCATION TOTAL
001 002 DREJAJ RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 193 TERRILL RD $ 88,783.53
010  027.02 CLOSE, DONALD & DEBORAH 235 MIDWAY AV $  5,523.18
021 014 LAFAYETTE, JOHN & MARY 54 ST JOHN PL $10,010.76
022 006 JOHNSON, KEVIN P. & ARETHA 70 PORTLAND AV $12,594.16
022 011 BRENNER, MITCHELL & DANA 65 MONTROSE AV $  9,406.39
023 007 MASI, DIANE M. 77 MONTROSE AV $13,048.65
024  009.01 FELA, DEBRA 167 PLEASANT AV $  8,263.87
026.01 004 NITRO, DANIEL & MERILYN 5 COTTAGE WY $ 6,726.34
026 051 KISS, JOSEPH & EVELYN 24 MARY LN $  9,630.81
033 016 ROTA, PETER S. & MERRILEE 28 RUSSELL RD $11,634.12
039 040 MESSERCOLA, FERNANDO & MICHELL 100 WOODLAND AV $  5,111.70
047 054 BALAGOT, LEONARD & MELISSA 218 TILLOTSON RD $  9,263.75
049 012 LAMBERTSEN, ROBERT C/O LOUISE 3 NORTH AV $  7,940.16
049 015 COOK, GREGORY 353 TERRILL RD $  1,238.75
057 001 GAPP REALTY, LLP 61 SOUTH AV $24,759.22
064  001.02 222 SOUTH AVE., LLC 220 SOUTH AV $47,170.28
077  028.02 ANACZKOWSKI, E & I & GONNELLA 89 SHADY LN $  2,837.11
098 003 ROESER, DONALD & SUSAN 26 GERE PL $ 6,658.53
116 055 SLAUGHTER, KEITH & LINDA 21 ROOSEVELT AV $ 6,241.53

Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes

4 T - 3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29/12, The Times Fee: $363.12

DEP Proposes Amendments to Enhance
Public Access to N.J. Beaches, Waterways

TRENTON – After considering pub-
lic comments, the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) on Mon-
day formally proposed amended rules
to improve and enhance public access
to New Jersey’s beaches, bays and wa-
terways, DEP Commissioner Bob Mar-
tin announced.

In particular, the DEP has proposed
changes that provide greater public ac-
cess for fishermen across the state, en-
hanced opportunities for the public to
participate in the crafting of municipal
public access plans, and clarified the
protection and continuity of the Hudson
River walkway, while also clarifying
rules regarding marinas.

The amendments, published in the
State Register, include the following:

Provide enhanced public access for
recreational fishermen by ensuring that
municipal public access plans include
defined and guaranteed points of access
for day and night fishing; provide greater
transparency and public involvement in
development of municipal public access
plans by ensuring that proposed access
plans are posted on the DEP website and
that the public has an opportunity to
comment on them.

In addition, the amended rules would
not require marinas to expand access
when improving existing facilities, but
development on adjacent sites would re-
quire marina owners to provide public
access plans. The rules would mandate
public access to and along the main route
of the Hudson Waterfront Walkway and
adjacent piers on a 24-hour basis except
in limited circumstances, and require con-
formance to existing Hudson Walkway
design guidelines and standards.

Public hearings on the amended rules
are scheduled for Wednesday, April 18
in Avalon and Long Branch.

To read the proposed rules amend-
ments visit www.nj.gov/dep/rules/pro-
posals/20120319a.pdf.

Commissioner Martin noted the DEP
will work closely with towns and cities
to craft access plans that make local
sense and protect the rights and needs
of residents and businesses, instead of
imposing one-size-fits-all, state-dic-
tated access rules. He stressed that all
public access plans developed by mu-
nicipalities require approval of the DEP,
which has final authority over them.

The DEP will assist local govern-
ments in developing Municipal Public
Access Plans, dedicating state Green

Acres Program funds and other state re-
sources to implement local plans, and
effectively communicating the wealth of
public access already available in N.J.

The proposed access rules recognize
the Jersey Shore and waterfronts are
“diverse, dynamic areas that provide a
wide range of public access opportuni-
ties, from beach access to swimming
areas, from places to congregate to places
for solitude, and from places to surf,
launch a boat, kayak or fish,” according
to the DEP. They also recognize that
legitimate recreational opportunities also
include the ability to have restaurants
and other public establishments along
the waterfronts, in appropriate locations.

“The environmental health and public
accessibility of the ocean, shore and tidal
waterways also are inextricably tied to
New Jersey’s economic health. Tourism,
much of which is tied to Shore communi-
ties, is a $38 billion per year industry in
New Jersey,” according to the DEP.

The Department in 2010 undertook
its review of the public access rules, in
part, because the courts struck down
provisions of existing rules, the Legisla-
ture put a moratorium on implementa-
tion of provisions requiring marina ac-
cess, and the DEP recognized that a
more common sense approach to the
rules could enhance access.

To assist the public, the DEP has
launched www.state.nj.us/dep/cmp/ac-
cess/ that has information about public
access points, including public restroom
and parking facilities, amenities such
as restaurants, boat and kayak launches
marinas, water quality, handicapped
facilities, and places to fish.

Public hearings concerning the
amended rules are scheduled on April
18 at 11 a.m. in Avalon, at the Avalon
Municipal Court Meeting Room, 3100
Dune Drive, Avalon, N.J. 08202, and
April 18 at 5 p.m. in Long Branch at the
Long Branch Municipal Council Cham-
bers, 344 Broadway, 2nd floor, Long
Branch, N.J. 07740. For information,
visit www.nj.gov/dep/rules/notices/
20120319a.html

Written comments may be submitted
through May 18, electronically at
www.nj.gov/dep/rules/comments or in
hard copy to N.J. Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, Gary Brower,
Esq., Attn: DEP Docket No. 05-11-03,
Office of Legal Affairs, Mail Code 401-
04L, P.O. Box 402, 401 East State Street,
Floor 4, Trenton, NJ 08625-0402.

N.J., Sussex Top Transparency Websites
ALEXANDRIA, VA – Sunshine

Review, a national nonprofit or-
ganization dedicated to govern-
ment transparency, released the
winners of the third annual Sunny
Awards.

The award, which honors the most
transparent government websites in
the nation, went to 214 government
entities including two in New Jersey:
the New Jersey state website and the
website for Sussex County.

For the 2012 awards, editors at
Sunshine Review analyzed more than

6,000 government websites and
graded each on a 10-point transpar-
ency checklist.

The editors looked at content
available on government websites
against what should be provided.
They sought information on items
such as budgets, meetings, lobby-
ing, financial audits, contracts, aca-
demic performance, public records
and taxes.

The winners of the Sunny Award
all received an “A” grade during the
extensive grading process.

New Rule Allows Flexibility
On Some DEP Regulations

TRENTON -- In response to a Governor
Chris Christie executive order directing
state agencies to implement “common
sense” principles of government reform,
the New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) has adopted a new
rule that gives the DEP flexibility to modify
compliance with rules in certain limited
circumstances that do not compromise pro-
tections for the environment or public health.

Applications and actions posted promi-
nently on the DEP’s website. Requests for
waivers will be accepted beginning August
1. “A lack of flexibility can sometimes
produce unreasonable, unfair or unintended
results that actually undermine the goal the
rule or requirement was intended to at-
tain,’’ DEP Commissioner Bob Martin said.
“This rule provides us with a modest mea-
sure of flexibility to manage special cir-
cumstances, but through a process that will
be used under limited circumstances and
with total transparency.’’

To apply for a waiver, a requester must
demonstrate that at least one of four crite-

ria is met: a public emergency, conflicting
rules between federal and state agencies or
between state agencies, net environmental
benefit, or an undue hardship. The waiv-
ers will be granted only on a case-by-case
basis after review by technical staff and
approval of the Commissioner.

State Senator Barbara Buono (D-18th,
Metuchen) said she plans to introduce
legislation, SCR59, that would declare
the waiver rule “to be inconsistent with
legislative intent.”

“We are fighting this rule in Trenton,
but it never should have been put in place
to begin with,” the Senator said. “The
environment is not something that should
be horsetraded by bureaucrats. Environ-
mental protections that took decades and
multilateral cooperation to put in place are
now going to be bypassed based on unilat-
eral decisions of the Christie administra-
tion. Environmental advocates predict in-
creased pollution, flooding, and sprawl as
a result. There could also be unintended
consequences.”
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-050404-10
FILE NO. 57235-13

FILED MARCH 15, 2012

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE AND

AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

ERIC SMITH, Plaintiff(s) vs. JOHN
TARASEK, Widower, his heirs, devisees
and personal representatives, and their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest; PAULINE DOMONKOS, her heirs,
devisees and personal representatives,
and their or any of their successors in right,
title and interest; NEIL L. PRUPIS, Execu-
tor and Trustee Under Will of Stephen
Domonkos; CLAIRE BORYSZEWSKI; RI-
CHARD DOMONKOS; EVELYN LENNON;
JOAN MYERS; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY; ZURBRUGG HOSPITAL,
Defendant(s)

THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it ap-
pearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, JOHN TARASEK,
Widower, his heirs, devisees and personal
representatives, and their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest;
PAULINE DOMONKOS, her heirs, devi-
sees and personal representatives, and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest; NEIL L. PRUPIS, Executor
and Trustee Under Will of Stephen
Domonkos; CLAIRE BORYSZEWSKI; RI-
CHARD DOMONKOS; EVELYN LENNON;
JOAN MYERS; STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY; ZURBRUGG HOSPITAL; that plain-
tiff has produced before this court tax sale
certificate #96-7, certified to be a true copy,
which certificate is dated December 6,
1996, and is of record in the Union County
Clerk’s Office on December 13, 1996, in
book 6119, page 108, which covers Block
104, Lot 9, in the Township of Clark. Said
certificate has been marked Exhibit P-1 on
the part of the plaintiff. More than two years
have elapsed since the sale of said lands
by the Township of Clark, and the lands
have not been redeemed from the tax sale;
that plaintiff has produced before this court
its Certification showing that there is due
on said tax sale certificate, together with
subsequent taxes and interest, the sum of
$9,008.75 as of October 10, 2011; and

IT IS on March 15, 2012, ORDERED
AND ADJUDGED that the amount required
to redeem the premises referred to in the
aforementioned tax sale certificate is the
sum of $9,008.75, which includes the
amount due on said tax sale certificate,
subsequent taxes and interest as of Octo-
ber 10, 2011, together with costs duly
taxed in the sum of $1,375.24. An exact

redemption amount must be obtained from
the municipal tax collector; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 3rd
day May, 2012, between the hours of nine
o’clock in the forenoon and four o’clock in
the afternoon, at the office of the Tax
Collector of the Township of Clark, 430
Westfield Avenue, Clark, New Jersey, be
and the same is hereby fixed as the time
and place for the redemption of the said
lands as described in the complaint and
making up the premises concerning which
the complaint is filed, and that thereupon
the defendant who redeems shall be en-
titled to the certificate of tax sale duly
endorsed for cancellation; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the Township of Clark,
and the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible interest
of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands
and premises.  Anything to the contrary
notwithstanding, redemption shall be per-
mitted up until the entry of final judgment
including the whole of the last date upon
which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof
directed to such defendants shall be pub-
lished in The Westfield Leader, a newspa-
per circulating in Union County, at least
one time, not less than ten days prior to the
date fixed for redemption by this Order;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the Township of Clark, and that
said Tax Collector of the Township of Clark
certify to this Court whether the premises
were or were not redeemed from the
plaintiff’s tax sale certificate in accordance
with the terms of this Order.

PAUL INNES, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 3/22/12, The Leader Fee: $110.16

PUBLIC NOTICE

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

  

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

The Woodworks 

Architectural Woodwork 
 

Custom Cabinetry / Bookcases 

Fireplace Mantels / Built-ins 

Moldings 

CNC Carving / Hand Carving 

 

Westfield Resident 32 Years 

908-232-1089 / cell 908-705-0653 

www.thewoodworksnj.com 

Stan Majocha 

Edward A. Dyjeczynski
973-887-3726

www.3-dcontractinginc.com
HIC Lic. #13VH00555900

Specializing in:
Kitchens, Bathrooms 
& Basements

   WESTFIELD AUTO CARE
   VOLVO Specialist and ALL

   Foreign & Domestic

     301-311 SOUTH AVE. WEST

     WESTFIELD, NJ  07090

     Across From South Ave. Train Station Parking Lot         Elm Street Service Center Customers

     Between Sherwin-Williams & Subway                                      Welcomed Here!

   Phone: 908-654-8818                   Early Bird Drop-off
   WESTFIELDAUTO.COM                                                                 WESTFIELD311@GMAIL.COM

      ED DELLA FERA

        SHUTTERS + SHADES

        BLINDS + VERTICALS

WOVEN WOODS + DRAPERY

INSTALLATIONS

Over 25 Years Experience

     Phone: 732.503.3316   Fax: 1.866.216.5677

             edellafera@gmail.com

In Business
Since 1986

Westfield’s ONLY
full service used car

sales and repair shop!������
Auto Sales & Repairs
196 Ross Place • Westfield

908-232-9676

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

QHIWNJ@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

     Basement Waterproofing & Masonry

                   Guaranteed Dry Basements

     All Types of Structural Repairs           Walkways

       Foundations, Concrete Floors           Pavers, Brick & Block

                                               Patios           Bluestones

                                     1-800-334-1822

          NJ Lic. #13VH02742000

    * Senior Discounts     * Major Credit Cards Accepted

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2012 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDING

DECEMBER 31, 2012
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2012 2011

1.  Surplus $2,240,000.00 $2,371,000.00
2.  Total Miscellaneous Revenues $4,855,341.82 $4,888,766.16
3.  Receipts from Delinquent Taxes $725,000.00 $688,000.00
4.  Local Tax for Municipal Purposes $15,774,203.76 $15,543,313.99

Total General Revenues $23,594,545.58 $23,491,080.15

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2012 BUDGET 2011 BUDGET
1.  Operating Expenses:   Salaries & Wages $9,077,865.00 $9,005,300.00

Other Expenses $8,793,667.58 $8,652,951.27
2.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations $2,076,308.00 $2,244,831.88
3.  Capital Improvements $1,000.00 $15,000.00
4.  Debt Service $1,960,705.00 $1,962,997.00
5.  Reserve for Uncollected Taxes $1,685,000.00 $1,610,000.00

Total General Appropriations $23,594,545.58 $23,491,080.15
Total Number of Employees 166 164

2012 DEDICATED SEWER UTILITY BUDGET

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2012 2011

1. Surplus $450,359.00 $255,000.00
2. Miscellaneous Revenues $2,450,000.00 $2,480,965.00
3. Deficit (General Budget) $0.00 $0.00

 Total General Revenues $2,900,359.00 $2,735,965.00

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2012 BUDGET 2011 BUDGET
1.  Operating Expenses:  Salaries & Wages $234,260.00 $237,000.00

Other Expenses $2,618,699.00 $2,330,895.00
2.  Capital Improvements $25,000.00 $150,000.00
3.  Debt Service $0.00 $0.00
4.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations $22,400.00 $18,070.00
5.  Surplus (General Budget) $0.00 $0.00

Total Appropriations $2,900,359.00 $2,735,965.00
Total Number of Employees 3 3

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT AS OF 12/31/2012
BONDS

Interest $857,506.25
Principal $6,815,000.00
Outstanding Balance $7,672,506.25

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, on March 20, 2012.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 17, 2012 at 7:30
o’clock P.M., at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2012 may
be presented by the taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Bozena Lacina, Township Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076, (908) 322-6700, during the hours of 8:30 A.M.
to 4:00 P.M.
1 T - 3/22/12, The Times Fee: $169.83

FITNESS INSTRUCTORS NEEDED

BootCampWF, Westfield’s
premiere, healthy-living outdoor
fitness training program, is seeking
certified and experienced fitness
instructors to teach classes
outdoors. Must carry own
insurance. Please send resume
to BootCampWF@yahoo.com.

HAVE BRUSH, WILL PAINT

Mother’s Day is coming. Surprise
your Mom with a freshly painted
dinning room, or living room,
or kitchen, or any room.
Call Maury at INSIDE COAT, “No
job too small”. (908) 789-2596

HOME HEALTH AIDE

Work available in Edison, Dover
and  Monroe Twp. immediately.

Call (908) 265-9803

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Rewarding Business Opportunity

Now Is The Time To Take Action!
Financially rewarding business
opportunity with a generous
compensation plan. Supplement
your income through partnering
with one of the leading personal
care and nutritional companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from home at your own pace.
Training provided. Contact
Information: (908) 665-2527
f lecomte.nsedreams.com

AUTO FOR SALE

1999 Chrysler Cirrus
Good 1st car, Maintenance up to

date, new tires, reliable
$2,000 OBO

Rob (908) 232-4407
auto@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 300-6079

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

SAVE  20% AT PAPER MILL

$100 Gift Certificate To Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn. “Official
State Theater” of NJ”. No
Expiration.  Use To Purchase
Tickets For Shows and Events.
Great  Gift Idea!  Only $80.

Call (908) 654-6091

TWNHOUSE RENTAL WFD AREA

Avail 5/1. 3 BR 2 1/2 BA
Townhouse with loft in move-in
cond. Gated comm with pool/
tennis. W/D. FR w/ fireplace.
Owner NJLRA. No Fee.$3200/mth

Call (908) 581-2803

SUMMER RENTALS

LBI Rental - 2BR/2BA condo right
on the ocean in Beach Haven for
weekly rental. Walk to shopping,
restaurant, Fantasy Island
www.beachhavencondo.com

(908) 232-3269

ARUBA TIMESHARE FOR SALE

LaCabana Beach & Racquet
Club in Aruba. Unit #342A

wk#41, $3,500. OBO.
Call (908) 267-0705

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

Medication Aide
classes start March 27th.

CNA evenings starting May 2,
weekends April 7th

mornings starting April 4th.
CHHA classes start

evenings March 26th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

weekends starting Mar 25th.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

AFFORDABLE WEBSITES

For small businesses, groups,
individuals. Also: graphic design,

writing, photo editing.
www.kranznotee.com

(908) 967-3275

2004 BOBCAT T300

Track Skid Steer Loader Cab
Heat Air. Asking $5500

E-mail me for pictures and details
deb4dig@msn.com

(732) 392-6498

O’Neill Awarded
Research Fellowship
COLCHESTER, Vt. - Mariclaire

O’Neill, daughter of Claire and Ed-
ward O’Neill of Cranford has been
awarded a Saint Michael’s College
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Research Fellowship to support re-
search during summer 2012.

Mariclaire, a junior English and
psychology double major, graduated
from Cranford High School before
coming to Saint Michael’s, located in
Burlington, Vermont, one of the top
10 college towns in America.

Her successful grant application
proposal, “A Novel: Green Moun-
tain,” will be advised by English Pro-
fessor Elizabeth Inness-Brown.
Mariclaire will receive a stipend of
$3,700 to support the summer re-
search.

All Saint Michael’s College under-
graduate and graduate students par-
ticipating in paid research or receiv-
ing academic credit for research must
participate in training in the respon-
sible conduct of research.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
302 ELM STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090
Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of Westfield, in the County of Union, New Jersey, that a public hearing for the proposed budget

for the 2012-2013 school year will be held on Tuesday, March 27, 2012, in the Board Room of the Administration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at 8:00 PM.

The budget will be on file in the Office of the Secretary of the Board of Education, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey, for
examination by the public between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM each school day.

The School District has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the State
Board of Education.  Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides is available for your local school district.

Vincent Yaniro
Interim Business Administrator

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2012-2013

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

OCTOBER 15, 2010 OCTOBER 15, 2011 OCTOBER 15, 2012
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY ACTUAL ACTUAL  ESTIMATED
  Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time 5362 5319 5326
  Pupils on Roll Regular Shared-Time 10 11
  Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time 910 935 920
  Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time 17 12 15
     Subtotal - Pupils on Roll 6299 6266 6272
  Private School Placements 73 68 93
  Pupils Sent to Other Districts-Reg Prog 35
  Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog 22 25 26
  Pupils Received 2 3 3

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED REVENUES

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT ACTUAL REVISED ANTICIPATED
OPERATING BUDGET
  Budgeted Fund Balance - Operating Budget 10-303 800,000 1,456,746

Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 10-1210 81,379,595 83,007,187 84,667,331
  Tuition 10-1300 99,326 34,697
  Transportation Fees from Individuals 10-1410 8,648 8,648
  Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 936,833 1,047,665 290,655
        SUBTOTAL 82,424,402 84,054,852 85,001,331
Revenues from State Sources:
  Extraordinary Aid 10-3131 1,284,997 670,351 1,000,000
  Other State Aids 10-3XXX 43,112
  Categorical Special Education Aid 10-3132 448,345 2,139,242 2,621,839
  Categorical Security Aid 10-3177 91,160
  Categorical Transportation Aid 10-3121 119,317
        SUBTOTAL 1,776,454 2,809,593 3,832,316
Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Medicaid Reimbersement 10-4200 26,138 23,350
  Education Jobs Fund 18-4522 154,725
       SUBTOTAL 180,863 23,350
Actual Revenues (Over) /Under Expenditures -2,417,523
        TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET 81,783,333 87,845,308 90,313,743

GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 104,714 182,075
Revenues from State Sources:
    Other Restricted Entitlements 20-32XX 162,610 243,541 192,431
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM STATE SOURCES 162,610 243,541 192,431
Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Title I 20-4411-4416 177,295 159,598 159,598
  Title II 20-4451-4455 102,050 98,883 98,883
  Title III 20-4491-4494 4,922 12,134 12,134
  Title IV 20-4471-4474 2,875 11,056 11,056
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420-4429 2,388,301 1,462,298 1,479,486
       TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES 2,675,443 1,743,969 1,748,348
        TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS 2,942,767 1,987,510 2,122,854

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
  Budgeted Fund Balance 40-303 1,577 43,094
  Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 40-1210 2,534,127 2,537,247 2,527,277
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES 2,534,127 2,537,247 2,527,277
Revenues from State Sources:
Debt Service Aid Type II 40-3160 402,020 342,105 353,654
        TOTAL LOCAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 2,936,147 2,880,929 2,924,025
Actual Revenues (Over) /Under Expenditures -43,061
        TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 2,893,086 2,880,929 2,924,025
        TOTAL REVENUES/SOURCES 87,619,186 92,713,747 95,360,622

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT EXPENDITURES REV. APPROP. APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
Instruction:
  Regular Programs 11-1XX-100-XXX 27,909,342 29,556,688 32,761,258
  Special Education 11-2XX-100-XXX 5,708,255 6,034,830 6,244,892
  Basic Skills/Remedial 11-230-100-XXX 720,569 723,206 671,313
  Bilingual Education 11-240-100-XXX 224,096 203,010 149,032
  School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities 11-401-100-XXX 375,472 320,258 173,888
  School Sponsored Athletics 11-402-100-XXX 901,423 983,679 1,068,398
Support Services:
  Tuition 11-000-100-XXX 6,403,845 6,737,915 7,123,914
  Attendance and Social Work Services 11-000-211-XXX 48,058 48,126 47,880
  Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 1,356,188 1,411,639 1,558,153
  Speech, OT, PT, Related & Extraordinary Services 11-000-216,217 3,408,639 3,483,303 3,638,960
  Guidance 11-000-218-XXX 1,669,716 1,817,399 2,026,396
  Child Study Teams 11-000-219-XXX 1,785,122 1,760,696 1,599,482
  Improvement of Instructional Services 11-000-221-XXX 1,064,060 1,155,246 1,198,894
  Educational Media Services - School Library 11-000-222-XXX 854,533 975,357 969,382

  Instructional Staff Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 29,051 56,683 72,264
  General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 1,674,901 1,752,036 1,785,966
  School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 3,220,902 3,364,690 3,445,496
  Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology 11-000-25X-XXX 1,970,123 1,941,341 1,801,290
  Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 6,108,844 6,176,748 6,027,002
  Student Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 2,264,653 2,591,150 2,562,200
  Personal Services - Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 14,026,901 16,706,449 15,312,000
         Total Support Services Expenditures 45,885,536 49,978,778 49,169,279
       TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE 81,724,693 87,800,449 90,238,060

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
  Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-73X 37,960 17,634
  Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-4XX-XXX 20,680 34,986 48,015
        TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 58,640 34,986 65,649
  Transfer of Funds to Charter Schools 10-000-100-56X 9,873 10,034
       OPERATING BUDGET GRAND TOTAL 81,783,333 87,845,308 90,313,743

SPECIAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
  Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 104,714 182,075
Other State Projects:
  Nonpublic Textbooks 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 27,431 26,491
  Nonpublic Auxiliary Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 33,236 43,054
  Nonpublic Handicapped Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 67,681 86,580
  Nonpublic Nursing Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 34,262 36,306
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 243,541
        Total State Projects 162,610 243,541 192,431
Federal Projects:
  Title I 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 177,295 159,598 164,446
  Title II 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 102,050 98,883 87,518
  Title III 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 4,922 12,134 16,898
  Title IV 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 2,875 11,056
 I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 2,388,301 1,462,298 1,479,486
         Total Federal Projects 2,675,443 1,743,969 1,748,348
        TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS 2,942,767 1,987,510 2,122,854

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
  Repayment of Debt - Regular 40-701-510-XXX 2,893,086 2,880,929 2,924,025
        TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 2,893,086 2,880,929 2,924,025
        Total Expenditures 87,619,186 92,713,747 95,360,622

DEDUCT EXPENDITURES INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
  Local Contribution - Transfer to Special Revenue 11-1XX-100-93X
  Capital Reserve - Transfer to Repayment of Debt 12-000-400-933
  Transfer Property Sale Proceeds to Debt Svc Res 11-000-520-934

TOTAL EXPENDITURES NET OF TRANSFERS: 87,619,186 92,713,747 95,360,622

UNION  -  WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCE

AUDITED AUDITED ESTIMATED ESTIMATED
BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE

BUDGET CATEGORY 6/30/2010 6/30/2011 6/30/2012 6/30/2013

Unrestricted:
  General Operating Budget 3,316,658 2,445,678 1,720,938 1,720,938
  Repayment of Debt 1,610 44,671 43,094 0

Restricted for Specific Purposes:
  General Operating Budget:
    Capital Reserve 869 869 869 869
    Adult Education Programs 0 0 0 0
    Maintenance Reserve 0 2,200,000 2,574,652 2,574,652
    Legal Reserve 449,912 1,906,658 1,456,746 0
    Tuition Reserve 0 0 0 0
    Current Expense Emergency Reserve 0 0 0 0
  Repayment of Debt:
    Restricted for Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0

UNION  -  WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

2011-12 2011-12 2012-2013
2009-10 2010-11 ORIGINAL REVISED PROPOSED
ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

Per Pupil Cost Calculations: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Total Budgetary Comparative Per Pupil Cost 11,839 11,666 12,352 12,471 12,804
Total Classroom Instruction 7,164 7,016 7,469 7,570 7,980
Classroom-Salaries and Benefits 6,950 6,802 7,218 7,304 7,567
Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks 141 139 166 182 268
Classroom-Purchased Services and Other 73 75 85 85 145
Total Support Services 1,966 1,926 2,051 2,072 2,093
Support Services-Salaries and Benefits 1,704 1,663 1,777 1,798 1,795
Total Administrative Costs 1,381 1,333 1,396 1,394 1,367
Administration-Salaries and Benefits 1,106 1,067 1,123 1,122 1,139
Legal Costs 0 20 22 16 19
Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant 1,056 1,138 1,175 1,174 1,123
Operations & Maintenance of Plant-Salary & Ben. 727 729 787 786 749
Board Contribution to Food Services 0 0 0 0 0
Total Extracurricular Costs 272 253 262 261 241
Total Equipment Costs 6 6 0 0 3
Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries 29.3 27.4 31.1 31.2 27.2

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the 2012 Taxpayers’ Guide to Education Spending (formerly Comparative Spending Guide) and can be found on the Department of
Education’s Internet address: http://www.state.nj.us/ education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board
office and public libraries. The same calculations were performed using the 2011-12 revised appropriations and 2012-13 budgeted
appropriations presented in this advertised budget. Total Budgetary Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive
of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and judgments against the school district. For all years, it also includes the
restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a
component of the total Budgetary comparative per pupil cost, although all components are not shown.

ANNUAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN
4A. Advertised Capital Outlay Projects

Describe below, by project number, the appropriations for budgeted Capital Outlay Projects including those items related to the
district's Long Range Facilities Plan. Include only construction, remodeling, renovations, installation of service systems, land and
improvements, and the purchase of buildings. If the project is eligible for a grant, enter an 'X' in column 4. Do not include equipment.
Include all projects budgeted on the transfer lines to capital projects fund (8326 and 8335). If the project is a request to exceed an existing
referendum (Under N.J.A.C. 6A:26-4.4(a)3), enter an 'X' in column 5 and enter the funding source for the request in column 6. Complete
a detailed budget for each project.

Request to
Project Dollar Eligible Exceed Funding Source

Description/Activity Number Amount for Grant Referendum for Request
Debt Service Assessment 2001 48,015
Total Amount 48,015

1 T - 3/22/12, The Leader Fee: $556.92

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

CONGRATULATIONS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) Post 10122 announced the winners of its Voice of Democracy Scholarship
competition. Pictured, left to right, are: Tashanique Brown, third place winner;
Katie Gillen, Mount Saint Mary’s Academy teacher; Frank Chupko, VFW
Commander and Scholarship Chair and Kelly O’Connor, first place winner.

O’Connor Places First in VFW
Scholarship Competition

Scholarship Foundation to
Canvass House-to-House

WESTFIELD – Kelly A.
O’Connor of Westfield, a student at
Mount Saint Mary’s Academy in
Watchung, placed first in District 5
(Union County) Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) Voice of Democracy
Scholarship Program. Kelly was
sponsored by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood VFW Post 10122. Kelly
submitted a short tape based on this
year’s theme, “Is there pride in serv-
ing in our military?”

On the local level, Benjamin Ratner
of Scotch Plains, a student at Union
County Magnet High School, placed
second and Tashanique A. Brown, a
student at Mount Saint Mary’s place
third.

Kelly and Benjamin’s tapes were
submitted and judged with entries
from all over Union County. Kelly
prevailed as the District 5 winner
and became one of 21 state finalists
who competed for an opportunity to

win an al expense paid trip to Wash-
ington, D. C. and the chance to win a
$30,000 scholarship.

Although Kelly did not win the
state title, all local and district win-
ners received cash prizes, plaques
and certificates.

VFW Post 10122 congratulates
Kelly and all the local and county
winners for their outstanding accom-
plishments.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
On Saturday, March 31, and Sunday,
April 1, the Scotch Plains Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation (Foundation)
will launch the second phase of its
Dollars for Students campaign.

High school students who have ap-
plied to the Foundation for scholarship
assistance will knock on doors in their
neighborhoods to ask the community
for their support in reaching the
Foundation’s goal of raising $25,000
to fund scholarships to be given in
2012. Students will also collect do-
nations outside area businesses.

The Foundation has been distrib-
uting scholarship assistance to area
youth for the past 46 years, awarding
$2,234,792 in scholarship aid to 2,340
students. Last year, with the
community’s assistance, the Foun-
dation was able to award 95 students
$141,650 in scholarship aid. In 2012,
142 students have applied for schol-
arship assistance and the Foundation
would like to be able to distribute an
equal amount in scholarship aid to

those chosen by our broad-based
screening committee.

Mary Ball Cappio, President of the
Foundation, states, “Last year’s
house-to-house canvass was very suc-
cessful. We hope our community will
once again support our efforts to fi-
nancially assist our students and to
send them off to college knowing that
their community cares and stands
with them”

Contributions are fully tax-deduct-
ible and 100 percent of the funds raised
will be used to aid high school and
college students in achieving their
higher education goals. If a resident is
not contacted in person or does not find
an envelope left by a student, they may
send their donation to the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation, PO
Box 123, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

In addition to its fundraising efforts,
the Foundation administers scholar-
ships sponsored by 24 local individuals
and organizations, as well as adminis-
tering the capital of 21 established schol-
arship funds.

How to Make the Most
Of Spring College Visits

REGION – Chyten Educational
Services in Millburn will host a
workshop, “Making the Most of
Spring College Visits,” for parents
and students, on Tuesday, March
27, at 7:30 p.m. Conducted by
Chyten’s College Counselor, Mel-
issa Rodriguez, this workshop will
explore how to turn your college
campus visit into a personal con-
nection that will be reflected on the
college application.

All high school students will dis-
cover how to get the most out of the
visit by knowing: what to do and
what not to do; what to ask and

what not to ask; and what to wear
and what not to wear. There will be
tips, checklists and examples so you
don’t miss the finer points concern-
ing academics, campus life, social
opportunities and more! You also
will receive advice on how not to
FORGET what you experienced.

Reserve your space today to at-
tend the workshop. Call Maureen
McGovern at (973) 564-5220.
Chyten of Millburn, 227 Millburn
Avenue, Millburn, N.J. 07401.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

NEW STORE…JX Jewelry Exchange, a family-owned business, has expanded
their Springfield store to Westfield. Attending the most recent ribbon cutting
pictured, from left to right, are: Lukas Miksi-Sahdo, JX Jewelry Exchange;
Chris Devine, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce (GWACC)
Director; Rebecca Miksi-Sahdo, JX Jewelry Exchange; Elias Miksi-Sahdo, JX
Jewelry Exchange; Bob Dowdy, GWACC Director; Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
Ron Shovlin, GWACC Director and Mitchell Beinhaker, GWACC Chairman.

New Jersey’s Oldest Art School
Celebrates 85 Years

PLAINFIELD - On Sunday,
March 25, from 2 – 5 p.m., the
duCret School of Art will host a
very special 85th Anniversary Fac-
ulty-Alumni Art Show and Sale. If
ever there were a way to meet his-
tory in person, it would be at this
year’s art show celebration.

Amassing at this year’s show are
the works of over fifty notable
duCret artists, many who have be-

come either nationally or interna-
tionally known in the recent de-
cades.

The 85th Year Celebration Art
Show and Sale Opening Reception
will be held in the school’s audito-
rium at 1030 Central Ave, Plainfield.
The event is free and refreshments
will be served.

For more information call (908)
757-7171.

reading is good for you!

goleader.com
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WANT A FUN WAY  
TO SPEND YOUR FRIDAY NIGHT? 

 
HOW ABOUT TRYING OUT FOR A GAME SHOW? 

 
Come to an  

OPEN CASTING CALL!!!   
 

Friday, March 30th, 2012, 4-10pm 
The Station Bar & Grill 

99 Center Street (at South Ave.), Garwood, NJ   
 

A NY-based production company is casting 25-50 year-olds to 
participate in a local game show. Looking for outgoing & 
adventurous personalities to engage in fun, funny games.   

(Don’t worry - nothing dangerous, overly physical or R-rated!) 
 

Small monetary stipend if selected… and possibly more! 
 

Please stop by March 30th – can’t wait to meet you! 
  

Email: MindGamesCasting@gmail.com with any questions. 

FUN FOR ALL…A myriad of exciting artistic experiences await participants of
the 2012 New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Summer Workshop.

“Visionary” by Leon Rainbow

Urban Art on Display at
Lightsoundspace in Rahway

‘Jersey Burns’ exhibit opens Thursday, April 5
RAHWAY - In partnership with

non-profit Rahway Arts District, Inc.,
Fly Dragon Studio and the Vicious
Styles crew present “Jersey Burns,”
an exhibition of paintings, drawings,
and photography by five contempo-
rary urban artists at
LightSoundSpace, 1591 Irving Street
in Rahway, An opening reception will
be held on Thursday, April 5, from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. The exhibition and
reception are free and open to the
public.

The featured artists, all from New
Jersey, include Demerock, Snow,
Rain, Will Kasso, and Gentrifried.

Graffiti writing is a non-traditional
medium that has begun receiving
attention as a legitimate art form in
recent years. A growing number of
artists world-wide have been
prompted to take their art from the
streets to the gallery walls. One
well-known example is an exhibit
of street artists, organized by
Banksy, at London’s Tate Modern
in 2008.

Urban-inspired fine art typically
draws on the stylistic lettering of graf-
fiti, and other forms of street art, for
inspiration. Beside that, urban art often
responds to the artists’ everyday lives.
“My art is a fusion of life and imagina-
tion,” says Leon Rainbow (a.k.a. Rain).
“I take graffiti and morph it with fine
art, combin(ing) it with an underlying
message.”

Beyond the exhibition, the involved
artists plan to work with Rahway Arts
District, Inc. to create a community-
based arts project, in addition to teach-
ing a workshop for kids on graffiti-
style lettering. The workshop will teach
basic lettering skills that kids can de-
velop and personalize over time. An
emphasis will be placed on finding a
positive outlet for creativity and dis-

Poetry Contest Open to
All  Area Poets

WESTFIELD – a $1,000 grand
prize is being offered in a special
poetry contest sponsored by Central
Point Fine Arts. The contest is free
and open to everyone. There are 50
prizes in all totaling $5,000.

To enter, send one poem of 21 lines
or less to: Poetry Contest, P.O. Box
3336, Central Point, Oregon 97502.
Or enter online at
www.freecontest.com. The deadline
for entry is Saturday, March 31.

Poems can be written on any sub-
ject, using any style. “A typical poem
might be a love poem, or nature poem,
one that inspires the reader,” said
Contest Director Joseph Cameron.

Be sure to include your name and
address on the page with your poem.
A list of winners will be sent to all
entrants.

Oratorio Singers Present an
Afternoon of Fine Choral

Singing and Music Making

NJWA Summer Workshops
Offer Youth Opportunities

WESTFIELD - Young artists will
have the opportunity to participate
in a diverse curriculum that devel-
ops and nurtures a proclivity to-
wards learning and new experiences
at the 2012 NJWA Summer Work-
shop.

A new schedule for the pre-school
this year gives parents the option of
enrolling their children in a two,
three or five day program. Pre-
schoolers must be 4 years old by
October 31.

The exciting array of activities
offered in the pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten classes includes arts
and crafts, science, foreign lan-
guage, violin, yoga, cooking and
chick hatching.

During the concluding week of
the workshop, the children will
present a showcase for family and
friends to highlight their accom-
plishments during the five weeks.

First graders who attend the 2012
summer camp will be engaged in a
variety of stimulating artistic expe-
riences. Among these various ac-
tivities will be classes in sculpture,
violin, science, cooking, and musi-
cal theater. The diversity of this
first grade program allows the chil-
dren to sample the course offerings
that they can explore in depth in
their future years at the workshop.

This season’s NJWA Summer
Workshop (formerly the Westfield
Summer Workshop) will be held at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, 301
Clark Street, Westfield, from June
27 to July 31, from 8:30 a.m. until
12:30 p.m. A 7:30 a.m. drop-off is
available as well as Afternoon Ad-
ventures through the Westfield
YMCA. A registered nurse is on
duty during the regular morning
hours.

The 2012 Summer Workshop also
offers programs for students in
grades 2 through 9, including a new
Fine Arts Program for those in
grades 7 through 9, and our Sum-
mer Stage Theater production of
Willy Wonka, for performers in
grades 6 through 9.

V i s i t
www.njwasummerworkshop.com
to view, download or print the 2012
NJWA Summer Workshop brochure
and application. Completed appli-
cations should be mailed or deliv-
ered to New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts at the address indicated on
the form.

For additional information, please
call (908) 518-1551, e-mail
njwa.summerworkshop@gmail.com
or visit the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts studios at 150-152 E.
Broad Street, Westfield.

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - Westfield’s Orato-
rio Singers presented a lively pro-
gram of various styles on March 18,
at the First United Methodist Church.
It featured music from both the past
and the present, accompanied by or-
chestra and soloists.

The program opened with a spir-
ited performance of the ever-popular
Gloria by Italian Baroque composer
Antonio Vivaldi. Right from the out-
set the chorus sang with good energy,
rhythm, and diction, cleanly negoti-
ating the sometimes tricky runs and
dotted rhythmic patterns. The orches-
tra, too, acquitted itself well, playing
crisply, with good style and energy.

The only problems were with the
two female soloists, soprano Hope
Hudson and mezzo-soprano Denise
Woods, whose voices were simply
not up to the task. Ms. Hudson had
some intonation problems and lacked
point to her sound, and both she and
Ms. Woods were simply not loud
enough. Ms. Woods was practically
inaudible on the lower notes, which
should be the real meat of a mezzo’s
voice.

Oboist William Meredith played
with nice line on his obbligato in the
Domine Deus duet with the soprano,
and the chorus closed with a rousing
performance of the double fugue in
the Cum Sancto Spiritu.

The next work on the program –
conductor Trent Johnson’s Cantus
Avium Solamen Est (Birdsong Brings
Relief) – was the most interesting and
innovative of the day. Written for,
and in consultation with, clarinetist
Andrew Lamy, (whose passion is or-
nithology) the three-movement work
featured both rhapsodic bird-like pas-
sages on the clarinet (and sometimes
the flute and oboe) and actual bird-
calls played on both the bird whistles
hung around Mr. Lamy’s neck and a
dozen or so bird-whistlers seated at
various places in the audience. The
orchestral and choral parts are mostly
impressionistic, mildly dissonant and
very atmospheric.

The first and third movements –
Birdsong (Rumi) and I Live My Life
in Growing Orbits (Rilke) – have
clear bird references in their poetry.
The second movement – Eletelephony
(Richards) – is a cute child’s poem
about an elephant who gets tangled
up in the phone cord. No bird refer-
ences there, but Mr. Johnson explains
that these are the first three move-
ments of what will eventually be a
longer work, based on various ani-
mals, not just birds.

Both the choral and orchestral writ-
ing is effective and engaging, but it is
the bird-like clarinet and the bird
calls themselves which capture the
attention. The work ended with all
the bird-whistlers in the audience
playing their distinctive calls along
with Mr. Lamy, in a moment that
sounded like twilight in the forest.
Gorgeous.

The program closed with British
composer John Rutter’s Magnificat.
This ancient Latin text, the Biblical
words of Mary at the time of the
Annunciation, has been set hundreds
of times over the centuries. Rutter
adds to it a setting of a lovely 15th-
century English poem, “Of a Rose, a
Lovely Rose” as well as a Gregorian
chant melody for the “Sanctus” and
the interpolated prayer “Sancta
Maria”. It is a modern work with
clear references to the past.

Rutter’s music is unmistakably
populist – some might even say too
much so. He could certainly make a

living writing Broadway or Holly-
wood scores if he chose, but he uses
his undeniable gifts almost exclu-
sively in the service of church music.
His music is characterized by lovely
flowing melodies and rich harmo-
nies, with oft-changing meters and
rhythmic patterns that can give ama-
teur choristers headaches. It doesn’t
sound hard, but in actuality it is. The
Oratorio Singers did a good job with
the complex score, and negotiated
the tricky rhythmic spots well. If there
were any complaints, they stemmed
mostly from the “Of a Rose” move-
ment, where the orchestral accompa-
niment is very slight and small mis-
takes have nowhere to hide. It is a
wordy text, and the men, in particu-
lar, needed to sing with more line, not
letting the words get in the way of the
music. The women had one small
miscue, but in the larger scheme of
things it wasn’t important. They all
sang with great gusto in the lively
movements and with nice line in the
quieter ones. The sopranos, espe-
cially, had a clean, cohesive sound
with good presence in all the move-
ments.

Once again, the soprano soloist,
Hope Hudson, was not the voice for
the work. The Magnificat solos call
for either a soprano with a strong
low-to-middle register or a mezzo
with good high notes. Ms. Hudson’s
high notes were fine, but she could
not cut through the orchestra in the
other parts of her range, and the beau-
tiful effect of a voice soaring out over
the other parts was lost.

The orchestra played well, but was
a bit short on lower string sound.
Either the room does not carry the
bass well, or they just need to hire
more cellos and basses, but the or-
chestral sound was sometimes lack-
ing the foundation of a solid under-
pinning. When the organ joined in
the balance was better, as the organ’s
full bass sound provided what was
missing.

But all in all, it was an afternoon of
fine choral singing and music mak-
ing, and both the performers and the
audience had a good time.

Westfield Community
Band Seeks Alumni

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Com-
munity Band, conducted by Dr. Tho-
mas Connors, is celebrating their 100th
Anniversary season. As part of those
celebrations, the band is seeking
alumni to join in this summer’s fes-
tivities. In addition to tracing its roots,
the band is inviting conductor’s and
former members of the band to join in
the anniversary celebration, which will
include an alumni performance and
alumni dinner.

The band’s upcoming season in-
cludes a spring concert, debuting a
newly commissioned work by New
Jersey composer Bruce Yurko, on Sun-
day, April 29, at 3 p.m. at Westfield
High School and a series of summer
concerts in Mindowaskin Park begin-
ning Thursday, June 28, at 7:30 p.m.

The band is hoping area residents
will help track down past members
and conductors by spreading the word
and encouraging them to join the cel-
ebration.

If you or a member of your family
have been part of the Westfield Com-
munity Band’s 100 year history of
performing music in Westfield, please
contact the band at
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

An Evening of French
Poetry Set for March 27

CRANFORD – On Tuesday, March
27, the Tea Spot in Cranford will host
a Soiree de Poesie Francaise, an
Evening of French Poetry, at 7 p.m.

Read a passage in French, or recite
from memory and you will be en-
tered to win a gift certificate. Or just
listen while you sip tea in a welcom-
ing atmosphere. This month’s fea-
tured poet is Paul Verlaine.

If you are interested in attending,
RSVP to carriehudak@gmail.com.
Merci!

couraging vandalism. A nominal fee
will be charged for each workshop
participant.
The date of the workshop is still to be
determined, but interested individuals
can email
rahwayartsdistrict@gmail.com or call
(732) 540-1075 for more information.

“Jersey Burns” will be on view from
Thursday, April 5 through Saturday,
April 21. After the initial opening, gal-
lery hours are held on Thursdays, 1 to
4 p.m. and during other scheduled
events. Call (732) 540-1075 for more
information.

GETTING THE BAND BACK TOGETHER...The Westfield Community Band
is celebrating its 100th anniversary season. As part of those celebrations, the band
is seeking alumni to join in this summer’s festivities. If you, or a member of your
family have been part of the Westfield Community Band’s 100 year history of
performing music in Westfield, please contact the band at
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

Liberty Hall Museum to
Host Easter Egg Hunt

UNION – Liberty
Hall Museum at Kean
University welcomes
the spring with spe-
cial events at the re-
nowned historical fa-
cility. An Easter Egg
Hunt and two the-
matic teas offer fami-
lies an opportunity to
enjoy the museum,
participate in some
outdoor fun and dine
on tasty treats. On Sat-
urday, April 7, Lib-
erty Hall’s Annual
Easter Egg Hunt will
be held at 10 a.m. and
at 12 p.m.

Children will explore the grounds
of Liberty Hall searching for plas-
tic eggs hidden through the land-
scape, filled with holiday treats. A
surprise visit from the Easter Bunny
caps off the events. The program
fee is $8 for a child and adult; all
additional children are $5, all addi-
tional adults are $4 Reservations
are required.

On Wednesday, April 11, the Cel-
ebration of Spring Afternoon Tea
will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. “Our
afternoon tea is the perfect place to
sip tea, lunch on finger sandwiches
and desserts while gazing at the
formal English garden from the
comfort of our glass-enclosed
porch,” said Bill Schroh, Liberty
Hall’s Director of Museum Opera-
tions. A guided tour of Liberty Hall
will follow afternoon tea. Reserva-
tions are required for this event,
and the cost is $40 per person.

The Girls of Liberty Hall – A
Children’s Afternoon Tea and Fash-
ion Show takes place on Saturday,
April 14, from 1 to 3 p.m. Guests
will be treated to a luncheon of
scones, breads, finger sandwiches,
sweet treats, lemonade, iced tea and
sherbet punch. They’ll enjoy the
repast on real china while watching
a fashion show of reproduction his-
toric children’s clothing from colo-
nial times through early 20th cen-
tury. A dress up and play tent, offer-
ing costumes, games and prizes add
a special interaction activity to the
day. Recommended for children 7
to 12 years of age, admission is $25
per person and reservations are re-
quired.

Liberty Hall Museum is an enter-
tainment destination for history afi-
cionados, families, seniors and stu-
dent groups. The ongoing exhibit
during 2012 is The Weary and the
Wounded: 72 Hours in the Life of a
Civil War Nurse. This show com-
memorates Christine Kean Griffin’s
service, and the service of all Civil
War nurses. Admission to this ex-
hibit is free; a fee applies for a tour
of Liberty Hall.

Liberty Hall Museum at Kean
University was the one-time home

of New Jersey’s first elected gover-
nor, William Livingston. Chroni-
cling more than 200 years of Ameri-
can history, the museum and its
grounds are a treasure trove of sig-
nificant riches. Along with forgot-
ten letters from Thomas Jefferson,
Liberty Hall also houses extensive
collections of antique furniture,
ceramics, textiles, toys and tools
owned by seven generations of the
Livingston and Kean families. The
property boasts manicured gardens
and fruitful orchards and vegetable
fields. The Firehouse is the latest
addition to the Museums complex
housing antique fire engines and a
collection of fire memorabilia.

General admission to the museum
for regular visits is $10 for adults,
$8 for Kean University alumni, $6
for students (ages 3 – 17) and free
to children under three, Liberty Hall
Museum members and Kean Uni-
versity students, faculty and staff.
Liberty Hall is located at 1003 Mor-
ris Avenue in Union, New Jersey. It
is open to the public Monday
through Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For further information, e-mail
libertyhall@kean.edu or visit
www.kean.edu/libertyhall.

HIP HOP...On Saturday, April 7, Liberty Hall’s An-
nual Easter Egg Hunt will be held at 10 a.m. and at 12
p.m. in Union.

Meet Author
Gelbwasser at The
Town Book Store

WESTFIELD - The Town Book
Store will host Margie Gelbwasser,
author of the teen novel, “Pieces of
Us,” on Saturday, March 24, from 2
to 4 p.m.

“Pieces of Us” is told in four
points of view and hones in on the
growing issue of cyber bullying, as
well as, abuse, family relationships,
and how one’s actions can affect
the lives of others.

Each summer, hidden away in the
lakeside community in upstate New
York, four teens leave behind their
old identities and escape from their
everyday lives. Yet, back in Philadel-
phia during the school year, Alex
cannot suppress his anger at his fa-
ther (who killed himself), his mother
(whom he blames for it), and the girls
who give it up too easily. His younger
brother, Kyle, is angry too – at his
abusive brother, and at their mother
who does not seem to care. Mean-
while, in suburban New Jersey, Katie
plays the role of “Miss Perfect” while
trying to forget the nightmare that
changed her life. But Julie, her
younger sister, sees Katie only as
everything she’s not – and their
mother will never let Julie forget it.
Up at the lake, they can be anything,
anyone. Free. But then Katie’s secret
gets out, forcing each of them to face
reality – before it tears them to pieces.

Margie Gelbwasser is also the
author of “Inconvenient,” which is
a 2011 Sydney Taylor Notable Book
for teens. She is a freelance writer
who has written for Self, Ladies’
Home Journal, and Girl’s Life.

Meet Margie Gelbwasser at The
Town Book Store located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets). If you are unable to attend
this event, feel free to call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy.

SP-F Business
Association

Save The Date
SCOTCH PLAINS-

FANWOOD — On Thursday,
April 19, the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional As-
sociation and the Fanwood
Business and Professional As-
sociation will hold the 17th
Annual Spring Fling Scholar-
ship Dinner Dance at The
Westwood.

In recognition of their ser-
vice to our communities, Steve
Goldberg will be honored for
his many contributions to
Scotch Plains as well as John
Crisifulli for his work and dedi-
cation in Fanwood.

I’M FLYING!…Peter (Madeline Hudelson) takes flight to the amazement of
John (Jack Ritter), Michael (Eve Crandall), and Wendy Darling (Jessica
Zimmermann) during the Roosevelt Intermediate School production of Peter
Pan. The action-packed musical features over 50 performers, including Indians,
pirates and a real dog as Nana. Show times are Friday, March 23, and Saturday,
March 24, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 25, at 2 p.m. Tickets are $10 and are
available at the door.
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One Senior Living Campus, Many Choices!
Your next move will be a pleasure when considering the many options 

available on our beautiful campus. Come see our newly updated 

residences and community center. You will also find many amenities 

along with an on-site healthcare center. This is the lifestyle you deserve. 

(908) 580-3840
8000 Fellowship Road  Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

www.fellowshipvillage.org

A Non-profit Continuing Care Retirement Community

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOE-TAPPING FUN…At the close of Act I of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School musical Anything Goes, the cast dons
tap shoes to present the title song. Energetic choreography by Gisa DiIorio sets the audience’s toes tapping to keep time with
the lively music conducted by Durand Thomas.

It’s Full Steam Ahead for SP-F High
School’s Production of Anything Goes

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS—Cole Porter’s
1930s musical Anything Goes set sail
last weekend aboard a cruise ship built
by Scotch Plains/Fanwood High School
(SPFHS)’s Repertory Theatre. Cruise
ships at that time were all about the
glitz and glamour of celebrities being
onboard, so the captain (Samuel
Zimmerman) of the S.S. America is
distraught that he doesn’t have any
celebrities to brag about to those sail-
ing on the transatlantic crossing.

There are plenty of celebrities-in-
the-making at the SPFHS production,
however, as exhibited in the talented
cast of singers/dancers and actors. At
the helm of the entertaining produc-
tion is producer/music director Jan
Allen, director Matthew Capodicasa,
pit orchestra director/conductor Durand
Thomas and choreographer Gisa
DiIorio.

Cole Porter’s musical theatre world
is jam packed with archetypes: star-
crossed young lovers – Billy Crocker
(Nicholas Poulios) and Hope Harcourt
(Rachel Naugle), a vamp – Erma (Olivia
Whitehouse) and a stodgy Englishman
– Lord Evelyn Oakleigh (Connor
Cheney). The storyline twists and turns
with the entrance of Public Enemy 13,
Moonface Martin (Matthew Kempner).

The plot is a reliable smile catcher
because of confused identities, mis-
matched lovers and super-sized char-
acters. They all find themselves in a
confined space and bump into each
other with comic effect that is inter-
spersed with familiar classic tunes like,
“I Get a Kick out of You,” “You’re the
Top” and, of course, the title track,
“Anything Goes.” And it wouldn’t be a
‘30s musical without a happy ending,
so this is the perfect show for the whole
family.

Stand-out performances are seen in
every scene, comic or dramatic. That is
due, in part, to smart casting and good
direction. In the sweetness category,
Ms. Naugle delights in face, figure and
voice, especially in “It’s De-Lovely.”
She handled late entrances of others
with poise, too, at the Friday night
performance.

Ms. Whitehouse has fun with the
role of Erma, not playing it in a stereo-
typic blonde wig and an overdone
Brooklyn accent. Likewise, Nicholas
Poulios, as the handsome Billy, exudes
charisma and enjoys delivering every
song he has with Reno or Hope.

This show requires lots of physical
comedy and there are a number of
actors who really deliver. Mr. Cheney’s
Lord Evelyn is a hoot especially in the
stateroom scene and later in his song,
“The Gypsy in Me.” His straight-laced
character breaks out in a passionate
tango with Reno Sweeney. The kilt is a
great touch. Mr. Kempner’s two-bit
gangster Moonface is a hilarious scene-
stealer. Perfect timing, just enough
mugging and the right inflection and
delivery of every line make him a crowd
favorite, especially while sharing his
philosophy in the song, “Be like the
Bluebird,” (which I happened to enjoy
more than Joel Grey’s rendition.)

A salute should be given to the sailor
quartet of Christopher Centinaro,
Panayiotis Dimopoulos, Robert
Dyckman and Hansel Romero, as well
as character parts of Brian Burns as
Elisha Whitney, the boss, and Taylor
Sprague as Mrs. Evangeline Harcourt,
Hope’s mother.

The bottom line is that Anything
Goes is Reno Sweeney’s show. The
belting voice of Ms. Busch doesn’t
disappoint even when her microphone
doesn’t cooperate. She may be small in

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON GUARD…Connor Cheney as Lord Evelyn Oakleigh prepares to be set up by
Reno Sweeney (Julie Busch) in Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Repertory
Theatre’s production of Anything Goes.

SP-F Arts
Association Art
Show at Scotch
Plains Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Associa-
tion will hold its 46th Annual Mem-
bers’ Art Show at the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Library’s Gallery from
Saturday, March 31, to Saturday,
April 28.

The Scotch Plains and Fanwood
Arts Association is a group of local
artists who meet four times a year
for workshops or demonstrations at
the Patricia Kuran Cultural Arts
Center in Fanwood. The members
also participate in two group shows
a year and offer several bus trips to
area museums. Original works in
oil, acrylic, watercolor, pastel, pho-
tography, graphite/pencil, and
mixed media will be exhibited.

Following the month long spring
show, awards will be given out at
the closing reception on Saturday,
April 28, from 11 – 12:30 p.m.

For additional information, con-
tact Paula Pearl at (908) 322-2590.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township. Library
hours are Monday and Thursday, 9
a.m. to 9 p.m.; Tuesday and Friday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Wednesday 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday 12 noon to 4 p.m.

LIGHTS OUT...Mike McKenna’s “South Orange Lights”  will be featured in the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts Association’s  46th Annual Members’ Art Show
at the Scotch Plains Fanwood Library’s Gallery from Saturday, March 31, to
Saturday, April 28.

NJWA Orchestra Academy
Opens to the Community

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
The New Jersey Workshop (NJWA)
for the Arts, in collaboration with the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools, is forming a string orchestra
program for players throughout New
Jersey, from pre-school to adult.
Musicians who play a string instru-
ment, and beginners who would like
to learn to play, are invited to join the
NJWA Orchestra Academy.

Dr. Ted Schlosberg, Founder and
Executive Director of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, said that he is
pleased to be able to offer this oppor-
tunity to the community to help en-
rich their lives with participation in
the arts.

The NJWA Orchestra Academy is
comprised of three orchestras: Be-
ginning, Elementary and Advanced/
Intermediate. Musicians who play the
violin, viola, cello or string bass will
be eligible. An interview is planned
for each player in order to ensure
proper placement. Rehearsals will be

held on Saturday afternoons. Ad-
vanced/Intermediate players will re-
hearse from 12:45 – 1:30 p.m.; El-
ementary players from 1:30 to 2:15
p.m., and Beginning students from
2:15 to 2:50 p.m. Parents are invited
to join their child and play a string
instrument of their choosing in the
beginning orchestra.

This is a tuition free ensemble pro-
gram that will hold periodic con-
certs. All rehearsals are held in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Band Room.

Additional information can be ob-
tained from Dr. Schlosberg at (908)
789-9696 at ext. 17 or by emailing
him at njwa2@aol.com. Background
information about the Director can
be viewed on
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

An interview form for participa-
tion in the orchestra is also available
at www.njworkshopforthearts.com or
at the studio, located at 150-152 East
Broad Street, Westfield.

WF Community Band Seeks Musicians for 100th Anniversary Season
Westfield Community Band

WESTFIELD - Preparations are un-
derway for the Westfield Community
Band’s 100th Anniversary Concert
Season.

As part of those preparations, the
band has openings for a couple of

experienced musicians on clarinet,
horn, tuba and percussion. Band mem-
bers must be able to commit to weekly
rehearsals on Wednesday evenings at
7:30 p.m. through the middle of July,
in addition to concert performances.

The Westfield Community Concert
Band is sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department.

For further information about join-
ing the band, email
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

stature, but there’s nothing small about
this spitfire of talent when she is ap-
propriately dressed in red sequins. Her
rendition of “Blow, Gabriel, Blow”
takes people to the golden age of
Broadway theatre and the movie mu-
sicals of Busby Berkeley.

Choreographer Gisa DiIorio pulls
out all the stops at the end of Act I
with practically the entire cast of over
50 hoofers tapping to the title song.
Reno’s angels, girls in her nightclub
act, take center stage and rightly so,
in snappy red, white and blue outfits
and matching hats as part of the classy
costume design of Joanne Sprague.

Overall, this is a hugely enjoyable,
highly stylish revival of a golden oldie
with credit due all around, especially

to the technicians and crew. The set
design team led by Jeffrey Allen has
pulled together some impressive sets:
the two-story ship itself, and the roll-
on pieces of the beautiful state room,
cabins and a realistic-looking brig. As
usual, the orchestra, comprised mainly
of SPFHS students, is brought to life
by Mr. Thomas who keeps the tunes
brisk and lively.

If you are in the market for a toe-
tapping musical, catch Anything Goes
before it sails away at the conclusion
of this weekend.

Tickets can be ordered at
Reptix@verizon.net, by calling (908)
322-6533 or by coming to the high
school 30 minutes before each perfor-
mance.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BUDDY, BEWARE…The flirtatious Erma (Olivia Whitehouse) warns the sail-
ors who all pursue her that she’s a heart breaker in SPFHS’ Anything Goes.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN AHA! MOMENT…Reno Sweeney (Julie Busch) and gangster Moonface
Martin (Matthew Kempner) with his machine gun try to pull a fast one on Lord
Evelyn Oakleigh (Connor Cheney) in Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Repertory Theatre’s production of Anything Goes..

WCW Learns
About Colonial

Westfield
WESTFIELD - Fran Gold of the

Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield recently presented a pro-
gram on Colonial America to the
members of the Antiques Depart-
ment of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield during a meeting at the
Masonic Lodge in Westfield.

The club learned interesting facts
including that the town of Westfield
began with the Lenape Indians. The
Unami tribe was the particular tribe
in the Westfield area during Colo-
nial times.

Some Westfield names common
today harken back to the beginning
such as: Watchung, Tamaques,
Mindowaskin, Unami and
Mokawk. East Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue were trails dur-
ing this time.

Clothing of the time was home-
spun made from crops as most men
were farmers. Sons in families at-
tended school during November

BACK IN TIME…Fran Gold, center, of the Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield recently presented a program on Colonial America to the members of
the Antiques Department of the Woman’s Club of Westfield. Pictured, left to
right, are: Vivian O’Neil, Phyllis Snyder, Marjorie Wieseman, Ruth Positan,
Carol Russ, Ms. Gold, Marta Villafane, Sue Carroll, Nancy Yingling and Gloria
Abitante.

through January when they were
not needed to help with the crops.
Girls in the families did not attend
school but stayed at home to help

mother with the chores.
For more information about

Woman’s Club of Westfield please
call (908) 656-6419.

Tickets Still
Available

SCOTCH PLAINS — Tickets
are still available for perfor-
mances of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Repertory
Theatre’s production of Anything
Goes tonight, Thursday, March
22, at 7 p.m., and Friday and
Saturday, March 23 and 24,  at 8
p.m.

Tickets can be ordered at
Reptix@verizon.net, by calling
(908) 322-6533 or by coming to
the high school 30 minutes be-
fore each performance.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Changing from one head coach
to another came smoothly for
this year’s Cranford High School
wrestling team. And the result
was a 15-8 record with a very
competitive schedule that in-
cluded Westfield (20-6), Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (21-3), Linden
(District 11 champions), Gover-
nor Livingston (22-3) and peren-
nial powers David Brearley (Union
County Champions) and Roselle
Park.

“We wrestled well! Up and down
the lineup, we were real strong
at some points, and at some
points, we filled in the best we
could. We lost flour matches by
three or less,” Cougar Head Coach
Pat Gorman said.

The Cougars had no competitor
at 113-lbs and had to fill in some
weak spots with new wrestlers,
but they did have several veter-
ans and several athletes, who
made strong contributions.

One who made huge contribu-
tions for four years was senior JP
Christiano, who finished this sea-
son with a 29-5 record at 170-lbs
to bring his career wins total to
111. Four of his five losses came
against Joey Balboni of Brearley
– in the UCT finals, District 11
finals, Region 3 finals and in a
dual meet. He qualified for the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic
City, but due to illness, he was
not able to compete.

“He came down with mono.
Looking back, he probably had it
a week or two before the dis-
tricts,” Coach Gorman explained.

Last year, Christiano was the
UCT, District 11 and Region 3

champion at 160-lbs. He ad-
vanced to the NJSIAA
quarterfinals

Senior Ian Henry, also a four-
year varsity wrestler, earned his
team plenty of bonus points with

his wild, go-for-the-pin maneu-
vers. This season, he accom-
plished a goal that he had been
eyeing his entire career when he

CHRISTIANO FINISHED 29-5 WITH 111 CAREER WINS, HENRY WON DISTRICT 126-LB CROWN

Cougar Matmen Finish, 15-8, Return Experienced Team
became the District 11 champ at
126-lbs. Henry finished with a
24-9 record.

“He ended his career on a great
note. The good thing for him was
winning the districts, because

he’s been plugging away at that
for so long,” Coach Gorman said.

Junior Corey Markovitch, com-
peting at 152-lbs, finished sec-
ond in the district and fourth in
UCT and recorded a 27-10 record.

“A lot of people look across the

mat and see this kid, they don’t
think much of him. Six foot some-
thing and 152-lbs, but he uses
that lankiness. Cradles! Legs!
He’s got those long arms and
legs to wrestle like an octopus.
He knocked off some good kids.
I think he is going to have a great
year next year,” Coach Gorman
said.

Junior James Dwyer missed the
middle part of the season due to
illness but managed to place third
in the district at 160-lbs and
finished with a 9-4 record. Se-
nior Glen Cook filled in and also
finished 9-4.

“Glen had a great year. Dwyer
beat him in a wrestleoff for the
districts. He just couldn’t break
the lineup at the end of his high
school career,” Coach Gorman
said.

Freshman Gavin Murray showed
up on the radar screen immedi-
ately when he won the Garden
State Holliday Tournament at
120-lbs in December. He also
placed third in the UCT and sec-
ond in the district to finished 29-
8.

Sophomore Corey Birch finished
17-15 at 132/138-lbs and junior
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Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin (Febuary 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING FOR A DISTRICT 11 TITLE…Cougar Ian Henry, top, works over Elizabeth’s Ralph Stadtler in the 126-
lb District 11 championship bout. Henry earned a 10-2, majority decision and the district title.

See story and photos on page 12

In The Westfield Leader newspaper
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Cranford Cougar Wrestlers Finish 15-8
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mike Helmstetter competed pri-
marily at 126-lbs and finished 8-
8. Junior Matt DiMartino com-
peted at 145-lbs, junior Nick
Frediani competed at 138-lbs and
sophomore Kevin Quigley com-
peted at 106-lbs.

The Cougars got some good
mileage from some football play-
ers in the heavier weights. Junior
Jeff Weiss competed at 220-lbs,
placed second in the UCT and
second in the district to finish
with a 21-14 record.

“Jeff is only a second-year wres-
tler. We went to North Bergin. He
wrestled a kid who took second
in the state and only lost 10-7.

That was his turning point in the
season. Since that, he wrestled
with confidence. He’s very ath-
letic. He picks up on things,”
Coach Gorman said.

Junior Nick Diaz, a linebacker
on the football team with two
years wrestling experience, ro-
tated at 182-lbs and 195-lbs and
finished with a 17-16 record.

“Nick gave up a lot of weight.
He really weighted 175. He’s
come a long way,” Coach Gorman
pointed out.

Junior Rob Kessler also rotated
at 182-lbs and 195-lbs.

“Rob bumped up and down the
lineup like Diaz. He is going to

have a great year next year,”
Coach Gorman said.

He placed third in the district
and fifth in the UCT at 182-lbs
and finished with a 17-14 record.
Sophomore Jon El-Khoury com-
peted at heavyweight.

“Jon is a first-year wrestler. He
learned a lot of things. He’s con-
stantly losing weight. He won’t
be a heavyweight next year,”
said Coach Gorman, who added,
“We are only losing three se-
niors. With the record that we
had and the caliber of wrestlers,
11 juniors and we are going to
get a couple of freshmen next
year, so the future is promising.”

David B. Corbin (Janruary 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MEMBER OF THE 100+ VICTORY CLUB…Cougar JP Christiano, left, finished this season with a 29-5 record to
bring his career wins total to 111.

David B. Corbin (2011/2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS…Cougar Gavin Murray, top, cranks a double
arm bar on Westfield’s Anthony Aldana in his 120-lb bout. Bottom, Corey
Markovitch goes for a single leg takedown on a New Providence Pioneer in his
152-lb bout.



BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-3  Thursday, March 22, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

REGGIE GREEN LED SCORING, SEAN BABOS ASSISTS STEFAN FEDORCHAK 3-POINTERS

Cougar Boys Won 6 of Last 8, Finish 12-13 in Basketball
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midseason woes, coming up on
the short side of very close
games, may have been a bit
discouraging for the Cranford
High School boys basketball
team, but the Cougars bounced
back to win six of their final eight
games to finish with a 12-13
record.

“Overall, with the exception of
our state tournament loss to East
Side, in our last 17 games, we
were about 23 points away from
being 16-1,” Cougar Head Coach
Ryan Huber said. “We lost to
Rahway by one, Hillside by two,
St. Mary’s by five. About every
game was right there. Late in the
season, we started to step up
and hit big shots.”

Early in the season, the Cou-
gars got stung by Summit, 48-
46, and suffered an overtime
loss to Westfield, 64-62.

“We had the opportunity to win
that game [Westfield] in regula-
tion. We needed a big defensive
stop. Keegan Hess made a big
play for them and knocked down
some foul shots. Overall, games
like that early in the season,
helped us get our bearings, and

we did a lot better in those close
games,” Coach Huber said.

Junior forward/center Reggie
Green was a dominant figure
under the boards and led the
Cougars in scoring with 405
points, which included 69 free
throws. Green also led the team
with 175 rebounds and added 10
assists, nine steals and four
blocked shots.

“Reggie might be the second
player who leaves here who
scored 1,000 points without hit-

ting a shot outside 12 feet. He
really matured, coming off a state
championship in football. He was
a little banged up early in the
season, because he got hit every
play in football. He really came
through late in the year and be-
came a force to be reckoned
with. He became a really good
passer. He would turn the ball
over to Kurt Rutmayer and that
really opened up our offense. He
was great going to the basket,
but he’s got to develop a primary

jump shot to open things up,”
Coach Huber said.

Senior forward/center
Rutmayer could be deadly from
the perimeter, as well as under-
neath with putbacks and re-
bounds. Rutmayer sank 20 3-
pointers and finished with 266
points, which included 70 free
throws. He also grabbed 122 re-
bounds and led the team with 10
blocked shots.

“Kurt is a consistent player in
anything he does. Whether it’s

football, basketball or baseball,
he is a great leader out there. He
does everything you ask him to
do. He does it without ever say-
ing two words against it. He is
going to be missed not only be-
cause of his basketball ability,
but he is going to be missed just
as much as a leader,” Coach
Huber said.

Senior point guard Sean Babos
led the team with 71 assists, but
despite his unselfishness, he
managed to score 199 points,
including 33 3-pointers and 42
free throws. He was the Cougars’
chief thief with 14 steals.

“Sean! Once we got the ball in
bounds, we didn’t think many
people were going to be able to
take the ball away from him.
Early in the season we thought
we relied too much on Sean in
terms of bringing pressure. I
talked to him in the middle of
January that he had to score a
little bit more, and he really did
that. Once he started shooting
more, that really opened it up,
because he’s got range from 25
feet in,” Coach Huber said.

Junior forward Stefan
Fedorchak led the Cougars with
38 3-pointers (114 points), sank

Probitas Verus Honos
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Look for Cougar
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Beginning in
March 29 Issue

*********
David B. Corbin (January 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM LEADER IN ASSISTS…Cougar Sean Babos, No. 1, led the team with 71 assists, but despite his unselfishness,
he managed to score 199 points.

See story and photos on page 15

In The Westfield Leader newspaper
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Cranford Cougar Basketballers Finish 12-13
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

89 2-pointers (178 points) and
hit 38 free throws, which trans-
lated to 330 points. He also had
11 thefts and eight assists.

“He is going to be called upon
next year to do even more. He
was a little under the radar com-
ing into this season, because he
played JV as a sophomore. He’s
going to be a marked man next
year by a lot of teams that are
going to try to stop him and
Reggie. I think he is the type of
kid, who is going to work really
hard and take it to the next level,”

Coach Huber said.
Senior guard Eric Garguilo got

injured very early in the season,
but junior Chris Wills filled in and
contributed 69 points and seven
assists.

“Coming into the season Chris
was going be our backup here,
backup there. Unfortunately, we
had a season-ending injury to
Eric Garguilo. He was tossed into
a role, and he did a very good
job. He primarily guarded the
other teams’ best players,” Coach
Huber said.

Sophomore guards Tommy
Trotter and John Oblachinski also
found adequate time on the court
and contributed 44 and 37 points,
respectively.

“Both of them are going to be
called upon to have big roles
next year. Tommy is going to
be there for Sean as our pri-
mary ball handler, and Johnny
will take that spot vacated by
Kurt. I am very confident with
their work ethic that they will
be able to handle that,” Coach
Huber said.

David B. Corbin (January 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEADLY SHOOTERS…Cougar Kurt Rutmayer, No. 4, was a deadly shooter
from the perimeter and underneath. Below, Reggie Green, No. 15, led the
Cougars with 405 points, including 69 free throws.

David B. Corbin (January 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANOTHER DEADLY SHOOTER…Cougar Stefan Fedorchak, No. 5, pumped in 330 points, including 38 from 3-point
range and 89 2-pointers.
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Garwood BOE Approves
$8.4-Mil. Tentative Budget

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education approved
Tuesday a tentative budget for
the 2012-2013 school year to-
taling $8,439,831, which includes
a general fund of $7,682,554
and special revenues of
$134,160, with $7,250,529 to
be raised in taxes.

Taxes would be raised 2 per-
cent, said Janine Murray, the
board’s business administrator.
A public hearing to discuss the
budget will be held Thursday,
March 29, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Lincoln School.

The proposed budget repre-
sents an increase of $262,226 in
tax levy and a $461,342 hike in
spending for the budget.

Since the district moved its elec-
tion to November, and the bud-
get is at the 2-percent cap, the
budget will not be voted on by
the public. BOE Finance Commit-
tee Chairwoman Sue Groning said
the district “would not lose any-
thing,” such as staff and ser-
vices, with the budget as it stands.

Cranford’s Brookside Place
School’s first grade class told a

story and sang a song they wrote
with their teacher, Donna
Schlencker and Principal Michael
Klimko, at the start of the meet-
ing to emote their thankfulness
to the Garwood Board Educa-
tion. Cranford Superintendent
Gayle Carrick and Mary Venditti,
president of the Cranford Board
of Education, thanked the board
for allowing Brookside to use
Garwood’s Washington School for
104 days while Brookside was
renovated after the destruction
caused by Hurricane Irene.

Washington School has been
closed and this month was leased
to the Westfield Area “Y” for five
years. The “Y” has yet to open
the new facility.

From September to December
there were three suspensions,
as well as three incidents of bul-
lying in the district, said Superin-
tendent Teresa Quigley in her
report. From the February 21
through March 20, there were six
reports of bullying, four were
considered normal and two were
considered bullying, she said.

Negotiations Committee Chair-
man John Sullivan said the
Garwood Education Association
and the board of education are
discussing salary guides. The
teacher’s association and the dis-
trict have reached an agreement,
however, the contract has yet to
be ratified. “A tentative agree-
ment is reached; we are going
back and forth on salary guides,”
Mr. Sullivan said.

“It’s the last detail that needs
to be addressed before both par-
ties ratify the agreement,” said
board attorney John Geppert,
who said the ratification of the
contract is “imminent.”

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
SPECIAL THANKS...Cranford’s Brookside Place School first graders told a
story and sang a song they wrote along with their teacher, Donna Schlencker,and
Principal Michael Klimko, at the start of the Garwood Board of Education
meeting to emote their thankfulness to the board for letting them use Washing-
ton School for 104 days while Brookside was renovated after the destruction
caused by Hurricane Irene.

GW Planning Bd. OK’s
Home Addition on Walnut

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The borough’s
planning board last Wednesday
night approved a home kitchen
extension for a home on Walnut
Avenue.

Craig and Sonja Gibson of 312
Walnut Avenue, whose property
is a non-conforming 61-by-90-
foot lot, said they intend to add a
12-foot by 16-foot extension to
their kitchen. The extension will
be 23.5 feet from the property
line and the neighbor’s side yard.
The home has a front-yard set-
back of 29.9 feet. They presented
photos of the yard to the board.

Mr. Gibson said he was creating
living space for his growing fam-
ily. Responding to a question of
conformity to the neighborhood
by Mayor Patricia Quattrochi, Mr.
Gibson assured the board that
the addition would be even or

match up with the other homes
on the block. Mr. Gibson said to
reconfigure the inside of the
home, so the extension would fit
within code, would be too expen-
sive and entail moving a stair-
case, and, therefore, be a hard-
ship for he and his wife.

Mary Ware of Third Avenue, a
neighbor of the Gibsons, spoke
in favor of the addition. “I’m
interested in young people stay-
ing in Garwood,” she said.

Board member William
Nierstedt said, “I’m not indiffer-
ent to their situation, I have chil-
dren myself, but we have a non-
conforming lot depth. Anything
less than 25 feet from the prop-
erty line I can’t support. I have
problems with the backyard.”

Board chairman Robert Pender
commented, “We have to look at
what’s good for Garwood as well.”
He added, “We want families to
stay in Garwood, especially fami-
lies that care for their homes.”

Board member Donald Frazier
added, “In order to support the
application, as submitted, condi-
tions should be placed on the rear
yard setback being no less than
23.6 feet from the property line.”

The application was approved
with that stipulation. Mr.
Nierstedt voted against the mea-
sure. The next planning board
meeting will be Wednesday,
March 28, 7:30 p.m., at the
Garwood Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 403 South Avenue.

Cranford/Garwood/Area News

UC GOP to Hold
Convention Saturday
CRANFORD — The Union

County Republican Committee
will hold its convention this Sat-
urday at the Orange Avenue in
Cranford. Candidates will be se-
lected for or be supported for
U.S. Senate, Congress and the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. The convention be-
gins at 9 a.m.

Local Knights Schedule
Semi-Annual Fish Fry
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will have
their semiannual Fish Fry event
on Friday, March 30, from 6 to 8
p.m. at their council hall. Ca-
tered by Thistles, the dinner
will include French fries, cole-
slaw, dessert and coffee. Ad-
vance tickets are $12 for adults
and $10 for children under 12.
Tickets at the door will be $15.
Participants may dine in or take
out their meals.

Tickets can be purchased
weekdays after 4 p.m. at the
council hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood, opposite
PathMark. On weekends, indi-
viduals are asked to call (908)
789-9809 first after 2:30 p.m.
Parking is available behind the
Knights hall off of Willow Av-
enue. Advance tickets are
strongly recommended. For
more information, call (908)
789-9809 after 4 p.m.

Dietician Joins Staff
At Garwood ShopRite
GARWOOD – Heather Marino,

a registered dietitian (RD), has
joined The ShopRite of Garwood
to operate the store’s new in-
store dietitian service. She will
offer customers nutritional infor-
mation and guidance to help in-
fluence better food choices.


