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Dems Seek to Increase Min.
Wage for Wait Staff to $5

RE-ELECTION BID…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) and wife Heidi, left, are pictured
at the 2012 Lance for Congress campaign kickoff in Summit. Mr. Lance, who is
seeking his third term, also held kickoffs in Hunterdon and Somerset Counties.

Lance Launches Bid for
Reelection in 7th District

SUMMIT – Rep. Leonard Lance
(R) announced his intention to run
for reelection in New Jersey’s Sev-
enth Congressional District last week
in front of Summit City Hall.

“Union County is a special place to
me. And I am so proud this district
now includes the great Township of
Millburn in neighboring Essex
County,” Mr. Lance said. “As I an-
nounce my plans to run for reelec-
tion, I pledge to serve my constitu-
ents with ethical integrity, fiscal re-
sponsibility and certainly wholeheart-
edly and to the best of my ability.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield), who will be chairman of
the Lance for Congress campaign
said, “I am proud to endorse Leonard
Lance for Congress. As our Con-
gressman, Leonard Lance is leading
the fight for lower taxes, less spend-
ing and more accountability in the
federal budget process. Leonard is
the right man to help get our country’s
fiscal house in order.”

Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
(R-21, Summit), a Union County co-
chair for Lance for Congress said,
“Union County is fortunate to have
Leonard Lance as its Congressman.

Leonard is a consistent conservative;
committed to making responsible
budget decisions on behalf of Union
County taxpayers.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, also a Union County co-chair for
Lance for Congress added, “In
today’s world there are very few
statesmen left. And there is a yearn-
ing not only in New Jersey, but also
around the country for statesmen.
Fortunately there is one left and that
is Congressman Leonard Lance.
Leonard Lance is the best and bright-
est New Jersey has to offer and we
are fortunate to have him fighting
for us in Washington.”

The congressman faces opposition
from David Larsen of Oldwick,
Hunterdon County. Mr. Larsen came
in second to Rep. Lance in a four-
way GOP Primary Election in 2010.
Former Edison Mayor Jun Choi, a
Democrat, had filed financial disclo-
sures with the Federal Election Com-
mission to run a year ago, but Edison
was moved to the Sixth Congres-
sional District in the new congres-
sional map. That district is repre-
sented by incumbent Rep. Frank
Pallone (D) of Long Branch.

GW Planning Bd. OK’s
Home Addition on Walnut

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The borough’s
planning board last Wednesday night
approved a home kitchen extension
for a home on Walnut Avenue.

Craig and Sonja Gibson of 312
Walnut Avenue, whose property is a
non-conforming 61-by-90-foot lot,
said they intend to add a 12-foot by
16-foot extension to their kitchen.
The extension will be 23.5 feet from
the property line and the neighbor’s
side yard. The home has a front-yard
setback of 29.9 feet. They presented
photos of the yard to the board.

Mr. Gibson said he was creating
living space for his growing family.
Responding to a question of confor-
mity to the neighborhood by Mayor
Patricia Quattrochi, Mr. Gibson as-
sured the board that the addition would
be even or match up with the other
homes on the block. Mr. Gibson said
to reconfigure the inside of the home,
so the extension would fit within code,
would be too expensive and entail
moving a staircase, and, therefore, be
a hardship for he and his wife.

Mary Ware of Third Avenue, a

neighbor of the Gibsons, spoke in
favor of the addition. “I’m interested
in young people staying in Garwood,”
she said.

Board member William Nierstedt
said, “I’m not indifferent to their situ-
ation, I have children myself, but we
have a non-conforming lot depth.
Anything less than 25 feet from the
property line I can’t support. I have
problems with the backyard.”

Board chairman Robert Pender
commented, “We have to look at
what’s good for Garwood as well.”
He added, “We want families to stay
in Garwood, especially families that
care for their homes.”

Board member Donald Frazier
added, “In order to support the appli-
cation, as submitted, conditions
should be placed on the rear yard
setback being no less than 23.6 feet
from the property line.”

The application was approved with
that stipulation. Mr. Nierstedt voted
against the measure. The next plan-
ning board meeting will be Wednes-
day, March 28, 7:30 p.m., at the
Garwood Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 403 South Avenue.

Demolition of Buildings for
Family Court Set for April

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY —  Union County offi-
cials announced last week that a
building in Elizabeth would be de-
molished in early April in prepara-
tion for construction of the county’s
new family court building.

Once constructed, the court build-
ing, to be located at 10 Cherry Street,
will contain 78,000 square feet of
space, of which 71 percent will be
reserved for the state Superior Court
family division. Nine court rooms
will be included as well as space for
the Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, which provides security for
the courts, and additional space for
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority, which were previously lo-
cated in the existing building at 10
Cherry Street, which will be torn
down. The total cost of the project is
estimated at $45 million.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facilities,
told the freeholders at the board’s
March 15 agenda meeting that demo-
lition work is expected to start be-
tween the weeks of April 2 and 12.
The family court is currently located
in the tower portion of the Union
County Courthouse on Broad Street
in Elizabeth. Officials have said the
new facility was necessary due to
state fire code issues within the court-
house tower.

County Counsel Robert Barry pre-
viously said the county had opted
against constructing an interior stair-
case to the courthouse tower, one of
two options recommended by state
officials, due to cost estimates of over
$29 million as well as space reduc-
tions for existing courtrooms that
would have resulted from the con-
struction. Court disruptions during
the construction phase of the project
also were said to be an issue.

In a related move, a resolution is
expected to be on tonight’s regular
meeting agenda to transfer proper-
ties located on Lyons Place and
Rahway Avenue to ownership by the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity. According to the New Jersey Tax
Assessors Association website, the
county purchased 13-15 Lyons Place
for $250,000 in January 2011. The
property had generated $8,500 in
taxes and was assessed at $381,000.
The county already owns 101-107
Rahway Avenue, 109 and 111-115
Rahway Avenue, which is where a
151-space parking garage for the
family courthouse will be con-

structed.
In other business, a resolution ask-

ing the state to renew the county’s
commodity resale system for gaso-
line and diesel fuel for another five
years was considered by the board.
The shared-services program is of-
fered to Union County municipali-
ties as a way to save money on fuel.
Mathew DiRado, acting director of
the Department of Administrative Ser-
vices, said the county has five or six
fueling stations throughout the
county. He said Springfield and
Garwood are among 10 entities in the
county that utilize the program.

Mr. DiRado said the county
charges 2 cents over the wholesale
price in addition to an administra-
tive charge.

On another matter, Mr. Graziano
noted that he has been meeting with
towns to discuss shared-services op-
portunities his department offers such
as borrowing county equipment and
utilizing county manpower on
projects or receiving county assis-
tance on paving jobs. He said he
meets with mayors and council mem-
bers, police chiefs and police traffic
sergeants, noting he recently met with
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
other borough officials.

“Fanwood did not know of some
services that we offer through public
works which Mayor Mahr was very
happy to know…and she is abso-
lutely going to take advantage of
what we have,” Mr. Graziano said.

The board also is set to vote on a
resolution to enter into an agreement
with the Union County Performing
Arts Center in Rahway to present a
sensory friendly theater for children
with autism and families at a cost not
to exceed $20,000.

Resolutions also will be on tonight’s
agenda appointing Jack Molenaar of
Fanwood to the Union County Trans-
portation Advisory Board and to recog-
nize the Springfield Free Public Library
on the occasion of its 80th anniversary.

The board also is expected to vote
on a resolution supporting the Pre-
serving American Homeownship Act,
sponsored by U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.). The bill, S-2093,
would “create a program to reduce
the mortgage principal for eligible
homeowners.”

Did You Know?
The Request for Proposals (RFP)

for the Tappan Zee Bridge replace-
ment project is 1,000 pages? Final
proposals are due by Friday, July 27.
The span connects Westchester and
Rockland Counties in the State of
New York.
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DeSimone, Harelik
Reappointed to Bd.

TRENTON — Governor Chris
Christie has reappointed John
DeSimone of Clark and Clara Harelik
of Springfield to the Union County
Board of Elections.

TRENTON – Legislation under
consideration by the Assembly Labor
Committee would require New Jersey
restaurants to increase the minimum
wage for workers than are compen-
sated mostly by tips from $2.13 to $5
per hour over the next two years.

Under federal law standard, which
New Jersey follows, employers can

pay wait staff $2.13 per hour so long
as workers earn the federal minimum
wage of $7.25 per hour when tips are
included. The legislation would re-
quire restaurants to pay workers an
hourly rate of at least 40 percent of the
minimum wage or $2.90 per hour as
of June 30, 2012, and 69 percent of the
minimum wage or $5 per hour after
June 30, 2013. Employers would be
permitted to claim a tax credit for
gratuities and tips not to exceed 60
percent of the minimum hourly wage
after the minimum wage jumps to
$2.90 and 31 percent once it hits $5.

The Employment Policies Insti-
tute (EPI) said the legislation amounts
to “a 135 percent increase from the
current hourly rate” and would “re-
sult in the loss of more than 17,000
full-time-equivalent tipped jobs.”

“Restaurants only keep about 3 cents
for each dollar in food sales, and every
increase in labor costs has to be offset
elsewhere when cost-conscious cus-
tomers aren’t willing to pay higher
prices,” said Michael Saltsman, re-
search fellow at the Employment Poli-
cies Institute. “Attempts to increase
the cash wage and reduce the tip credit
aren’t only unnecessary, they’re
harmful.”In a separate bill, Demo-
crats are seeking to increase the state’s
minimum wage to $8.50 an hour.

Electronic Equipment
Recycling Event Is March 31

NEW PROVIDENCE – The
County of Union will sponsor a recy-
cling event for electronic equipment
on Saturday, March 31, so Union
County residents can get rid of un-
wanted computers, televisions and
other electronic equipment in an en-
vironmentally proper manner.

The event will take place from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Alcatel-Lucent
Technologies facility located at 600

Mountain Avenue in New Providence.
There is a limit of six electronic items
per car. Computer monitors, hard
drives, modems, keyboards, CPU’s,
mice, printers, scanners, speakers,
televisions, VCR’s, fax machines,
telephones, circuit boards, CD’s,
DVD’s and video cassettes will be
accepted.

 For information call (908) 654-
9889.

Dietician Joins Staff
At Garwood ShopRite
GARWOOD – Heather Marino, a

registered dietitian (RD), has joined
The ShopRite of Garwood to operate
the store’s new in-store dietitian ser-
vice. She will offer customers nutri-
tional information and guidance to
help influence better food choices.

Ms. Marino will conduct grocery
shopping tours, healthy cooking
classes,and coordinate health and
wellness initiatives and nutritional pro-
grams in-store and in the community.
She graduated from New York Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Nutrition and Food Stud-
ies. She then completed an internship
through the College of Saint Eliza-
beth in Morristown. She obtained her
master’s in education in health pro-
motion and sports performance from
Virginia Tech in 2009 .

UC GOP to Hold
Convention Saturday
CRANFORD — The Union County

Republican Committee will hold its
convention this Saturday at the Or-
ange Avenue in Cranford. Candidates
will be selected for or be supported for
U.S. Senate, Congress and the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
The convention begins at 9 a.m.


