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Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
APPROVED...During a special meeting held March 14, the Westfield Board of Adjustment voted unanimously to grant
several variances being requested to allow Urban Outfitters to renovate and occupy the building at 154 East Broad Street.
The facade of the historic Westfield Trust Company building, pictured above, will remain unchanged. The meeting was
attended by Arthur Attenasio, attorney for the property owners, who is shown appearing before the board.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
SPRING HAS SPRUNG...For once, the warm weather is in sync with the arrival
of the first official day of spring.

Courtesy of Sherry Cronin
CAUGHT!...Doing a good deed.  Neil Morrison of the Green Up Crew was spotted
on March 17 working with daughters, Kelly and Olivia,  cleaning up debris, leaves
and branches at the South Side train station in Westfield. Community volunteerism
is alive and well in Westfield.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
BIG PLANS...Dimitri Costa presents the Westfield Town Council with concepts
for his Eagle Scout project to make improvements at Brightwood Park at its
meeting on Tuesday night.

Urban Outfitters to Occupy
Historic Westfield Trust Building
By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER

Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During a special
meeting held March 14, the Westfield
Board of Adjustment voted unani-
mously to grant several variances
being requested to facilitate a lease
agreement between Poly C LLC, Serf
Realty LLC, and Urban Outfitters to
renovate and occupy the historic
Westfield Trust Company building at
154 East Broad Street at the corner of
East Broad and Elm Streets.

According to Edward Glackin of
Colin Development LLC, the build-
ing has been vacant since the previ-
ous tenant, Wachovia Bank, left in
2008.

“Despite our marketing efforts, we
had trouble finding a tenant,” Mr.
Glackin said. “Urban Outfitters is the
only tenant that would preserve the
outside integrity of the building.”

The proposed lease was dependent
on the Board of Adjustment granting
variation relief from the town’s land
use ordinance that only allows for
storage in a basement. The proposed
plans – developed by architect Den-
nis Flynn – incorporated the original
bank vault as retail space, as well as
an employee break room, and a
manager’s office, all located on the
basement level.

The plans compared the building
as it was during a field survey con-

ducted in 2008, to what Urban Out-
fitters would design. The upper level
mezzanine, which was previously
closed in and used as office space,
would be used as retail area as well as
some storage. The main level would
also be used as retail space. The sur-
vey shows that there was already a
break room located in the basement,
as well the safe deposit box area and
the vault.

Liam Sullivan, development man-
ager for Urban Outfitters, told the
board that it was the “uniqueness and
character” of the building that they
found appealing. “It is our intent to
preserve the integrity of the build-
ing,” Mr. Sullivan said.

When questioned by board mem-
ber Mark Doherty about why using
the basement was a necessity, Mr.
Sullivan explained that having the
offices and storage downstairs would
allow for more retail space upstairs,
as well as the ability to open the
mezzanine up, and uncover original
architectural details.

Store design manager Joe Kenney
discussed the proposed renovations
in further detail, telling the board that
the side windows and grates, as well
as the cornices would remain as is,
and the exterior would be painted
off-white. The side windows flank-
ing the front entrance would be low-
ered to street level, and the entryway
vestibule would be renovated, includ-
ing the addition of taller, grander
front doors.

The other variances being sought
for the renovations were from ordi-
nances prohibiting a barricade sign,
which would temporarily be erected
to protect pedestrians from the con-
struction areas, as well as ordinances
prohibiting the proposed placements
of the permanent exterior signage.

The front sign would be added
right above the entryway, and the two
signs on either side of the building
would be located between existing
signs and the windows, in what Mr.
Kenney described as the most “logi-
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WF Council Receives Update
On Geese Deterrent Project

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Council heard an update on  Tues-
day night on the progress of deter-
ring geese from nesting in
Mindowaskin Park. The council also
gave the green light for an Eagle
Scout project at Brightwood Park
and approved several requests.

Alex Tkacenko of Goose Runners
also was on hand to update the coun-
cil on his company’s progress in
changing goose nesting habits in
Mindowaskin Park. To date, the town
has spent $3,000 on this endeavor
and is sharing the cost with the Friends

of Mindowaskin Park.
Thus far, Goose Runners has been

using border collies to scare off the
geese. Mr. Tkacenko said the dogs
are trained to “sheep dog standards”
and do not harm the geese, but herd
them away. This year, the town has
chosen to add the practice of “egg
addling,” where Mr. Tkacenko’s
company will shake the eggs to
prevent them from hatching. Mr.
Tkacenko told the council that
“when they hatch here, they come
back” to nest. He also said his com-
pany has been working in Fairview
Cemetery for several years, noting
that when the company started there
were 10 to 12 nests and there have
been none for the past two years.

Dimitri Costa of Troop No. 273
presented the council with a con-
cept plan to make improvements to
Brightwood Park on Prospect Street.
Dimitri is working toward attaining
the rank of Eagle Scout. He is pro-
posing to fix benches around the
lake by replacing broken boards
and removing graffiti. He also will
install mile markers around the trail,
something he told the council resi-
dents he spoke to fully endorsed.

After the council gave approval
for the project,  Mayor Andy

Skibitsky said, “It looks great,
Dimitri; well done.”

The governing body also gave
approval for the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council to hold an exotic
car show in Parking Lot 8 along the
railroad on North Avenue on Sun-
day, May 20, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m., with a rain date of Sunday,
May 27.

Additionally, the council ap-
proved a request from the Garden
Club to plant flowers in front of the
Reeve House History and Cultural
Resources Center, located at 314
Mountain Avenue. The club will
maintain the plantings.

In other business, the council re-
viewed several resolutions to be voted
on at next week’s public meeting,
including the demolition application
for a home at 209 Sunset Avenue.

Also slated for a vote next week
is a resolution approving sidewalk
cafe licenses for Crumbs Bake Shop,
Isabella’s American Bistro,
Jeffrey’s, Mojave Grill, Panera,
Starbucks, Theresa’s, Xocolatz,
Swirl Whirl and Casa Di Pizza. The
Rialto Theatre also has filed for its
annual theater license renewal,
which the council is expected to
approve next week.

Garwood BOE Approves
$8.4-Mil. Tentative Budget

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education approved Tues-
day a tentative budget for the 2012-
2013 school year totaling
$8,439,831, which includes a gen-
eral fund of $7,682,554 and special
revenues of $134,160, with
$7,250,529 to be raised in taxes.

Taxes would be raised 2 percent,
said Janine Murray, the board’s
business administrator. A public
hearing to discuss the budget will
be held Thursday, March 29, at 7:30
p.m. at the Lincoln School.

The proposed budget represents
an increase of $262,226 in tax levy
and a $461,342 hike in spending
for the budget.

Since the district moved its elec-
tion to November, and the budget is
at the 2-percent cap, the budget will
not be voted on by the public. BOE
Finance Committee Chairwoman
Sue Groning said the district “would

not lose anything,” such as staff and
services, with the budget as it stands.

Cranford’s Brookside Place
School’s first grade class told a story
and sang a song they wrote with
their teacher, Donna Schlencker and
Principal Michael Klimko, at the
start of the meeting to emote their
thankfulness to the Garwood Board
Education. Cranford Superinten-
dent Gayle Carrick and Mary
Venditti, president of the Cranford
Board of Education, thanked the
board for allowing Brookside to
use Garwood’s Washington School
for 104 days while Brookside was
renovated after the destruction
caused by Hurricane Irene.

Washington School has been
closed and this month was leased to
the Westfield Area “Y” for five
years. The “Y” has yet to open the
new facility.

From September to December
there were three suspensions, as
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WF BOE Continues Budget,
Borrowing Discussions

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A discussion on
whether to go forward with a bond
referendum to replace approximately
80 percent of the district’s roofs was
held Tuesday evening at the Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) meeting.
The possibility of a $13,600,000, dis-
trict-wide roof replacement project
had been discussed twice before at
other March board meetings.

Last week, George Duthie, an ar-
chitect with the firm Fraytak, Veisz,
Hopkins and Duthie (FVHD), spoke
regarding the proposed project. Ac-
cording to Mr. Duthie’s findings, be-
cause of the magnitude of the work,
his opinion was to fund the project
through a bond issue. He reported
that if the district wanted to have the
project done in the summer of 2013,
then the board needed to approve the
project no later than March 27, 2012.
This, he explained, would give the
needed time to have the referendum
done by September so that bidding
could be completed by late winter/
early spring of 2013 and construc-
tion could begin by the summer. Ac-
cording to his timeline, he said he
expects the project to be completed
by August 2013.

Mr. Duthie had explained that ap-
proximately 80 to 85 percent of the
roofs in the district had deteriorated
and required immediate attention. He
also stated that construction costs
remain favorable due to the current
depressed state of the industry.

It had previously been explained
that, based upon information received
from the district’s bond counsel, for a
20-year bond term it would cost the
average Westfield household $90 per

year. This was based on an assessed
home value of $182,000.

Some board members wanted to
explore the option of perhaps putting
the referendum on a November time-
table, but it was explained that it
would then delay the bidding process
until later in the spring, making it
harder to get a favorable quote and
harder to find construction firms that
were not already involved in other
projects. Westfield Board of Educa-
tion Interim Business Administrator
Vince Yaniro further noted that since
it was such a big project, “not just one
or two contractors can do all these
roofs in just one summer.”

Board member Mitchell Slater also
noted that interest rates are starting to
increase now and that the better deal
for the district would be to act sooner
rather than later.

Board members asked if Mr. Yaniro
could give them a full report at next
week’s meeting regarding informa-
tion on all the district’s previous
bonds.

Board member Jane Clancy gave a
report on the condition of the Edison
Intermediate School field, stating that
adding $1.5 million to the bond would
improve the field and could fund a
turf field. She noted that a report
originally done in 2010 stated that
the field needed work because of its
continuous use. She stated that be-
cause of past budget restrictions, this
project had not been pursued.

Mrs. Clancy noted that the $1.5
million needed for the turf field would
be in addition to the $13,600,000
bond.

Both this week and last week there
was much discussion about the con-
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