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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Juniors Jess McCoy, Jenna
Goeller and Katlin McGovern have
played on the Cranford High
School varsity girls basketball
team since they were freshmen
and each year the Lady Cougars
have improved their record, 21-
8 in 2010, 22-6 in 2011 and now
24-5, which translates to a 67-
19 record (.779 winning percent-
age).

All of the Lady Cougars’ losses
this season were down-to-the-
wire, beginning with a 46-43 set-
back at the hands of Jonathan
Dayton on January 6. One week
later, the Linden Tigers burned
the Cougars, 44-43.

On January 19, undefeated
Governor Livingston (GL) re-
mained unbeaten by squeaking
out a 42-38 win. The Lady Cou-
gars evened the score on Febru-
ary 3 with a 49-45 victory over
the GL Highlanders, but their
hands got icy in a 31-25 loss to
the Highlanders in the Union
County Tournament champion-
ship game at Kean University.
The Lady Cougars’ final loss was
to West Morris, 34-32, in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
semifinals.

However, a lot of the Lady Cou-
gars’ success over the past three
years could be attributed to se-
nior Morgan Miller, who was a
team leader when she stepped
onto the court. But the friction of
her shot ripping through the net
from 3-point range always sent a
loud and clear message to oppo-

nents during that time span.
This season, Miller led the Cou-

gars with 438 points, which in-
cluded a team-leading 76 3-
pointers. She hit 56-for-66 (84.6
percent – highest on team) from
the stripe. She also led the team

with 107 assists, while pulling
down 157 rebounds and adding
35 blocks. Miller sank her 1,000th
career point against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on February 11
and finished her varsity career
with 1,081 points.

“Morgan was an amazing leader
both on and off the court. She
was a major threat offensively
from the 3-point line, knocking

MILLER SANK 1,081 CAREER POINTS, LED SCORING, ASSISTS; McCOY REBOUNDS, STEALS

Cougar Lady B’ballers Placed 2nd in UCT, Finished 24-5
them down in any situation. Her
vocal presence is something we
will definitely miss,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Dyer said.

Junior Jess McCoy seemed to
come out of nowhere to get un-
derneath the boards and led the

Cougars with 288 rebounds. She
and Miller were the chief thieves
with 93 and 92 steals, respec-
tively. McCoy was also second on
the team with 290 points, 102
assists and 54 blocked shots.

“Jess was our leading rebounder

and second-leading scorer this
year. She is able to take the ball
to the basket as well as shoot
from the outside, making her
difficult to defend,” Coach Dyer
said.

Junior point-guard Jenna
Goeller bucketed 220 points, in-
cluding 45 3-pointers, and added
87 assists, 61 rebounds and 35
steals.

“Jenna was another outstand-
ing defender and scorer for us
this year. When our team was in
a rut offensively, Jenna would
take control, drive to the basket
strong and get our momentum
back,” Coach Dyer said.

Junior forward Katlin McGovern
led the team with 66 blocks,
while sinking 170 points, grab-
bing 123 rebounds, snatching
24 steals and adding 32 assists.

“Kaitlin was a huge presence
for us in the paint both defen-
sively and offensively. Her up
and under move was hard to
stop,” Coach Dyer pointed out.

Sophomore guard Mairead
McKeary scored 151 points and
added 44 steals, 69 rebounds
and 52 assists. McKeary also
added a very stubborn defense
presence.

“Mairead was by far our best
defender this year. She was given
the challenge each game to shut
down our opponents’ best play-
ers and she succeeded each
time,” Coach Dyer said.

Off the bench, Carly Maucione
contributed 40 rebounds, 36
points, 11 steals, 15 blocks and
10 assists. Kerri Wischeusen con-
tributed 14 points, seven steals,
18 rebounds and 11 assists.

The Lady Cougars will return
four seasoned starters next year,
along with several girls who have
gained significant playing time,
so another 20+ win season is
definitely not out of the question.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REBOUNDING LEADER…Junior Jess McCoy, No. 20, led the Cougars with 288 rebounds. She also led in steals with
93, scored 290 points and added 102 assists. See story in The Westfield Leader newspaper.


