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Richard Dreyfuss Fascinates
At Kean University Reading

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROLE OF A LIFETIME...John Wooten, left,  of Premiere Stages at Kean
University, thanks playwright Frederic Morton, center, and actor Richard
Dreyfuss who, along with six other equity actors, presented a staged reading of
The Commandant on March 5.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Academy Award-win-
ning actor Richard Dreyfuss visited
Kean University on March 5 as part
of the university’s continuing Pre-
miere Artists series and enlightened
and enthralled students and general
audience members alike.

Early in the day, Mr. Dreyfuss de-
livered a lecture in the university’s
Little Theater on the importance of
civics education in public schools.
Following the lecture, he led a dis-
cussion with Kean theatre students
on the evolution of acting, and an-
swered their questions. At 7 p.m., the
public was invited to attend a staged
reading of the Frederic Morton play,
The Commandant. Mr. Dreyfuss
starred with six other equity actors
who sat on stage with scripts in hand.

Set in the final days of World War
II, the fascinating play follows the
story of an Austrian-Jewish actor
(Dreyfuss) who is offered “the role of
a lifetime” by a concentration camp
commandant to play him as he makes
his escape before the Allied Forces
close in. The play is a series of 1945
scenes with flashbacks to 1938, which
reveal the haunting back-story of pris-
oner Gruner.

The reading of the two-act play,
directed by John Wooten, artistic di-
rector of Premiere Stages, was pre-
sented in conjunction with the Kean

Jewish Studies and World Affairs
Program, the Master’s Program in
Holocaust and Genocide Studies and
the Kean Holocaust Resource Cen-
ter. A question and answer period
was unusually informative because
the audience was well-versed in Jew-
ish history, posing thought-provok-
ing questions for the actors and play-
wright Morton who joined the actors
onstage.

“Mr. Dreyfus, have you thought
what it might be like for you to switch
roles with the commandant?” asked
one audience member. Both Jamie
Jackson, the actor who played the
commandant and Mr. Dreyfuss, who
played Gruner, agreed it would be
intriguing. “Something I tell young
actors,” Mr. Dreyfuss said, “you have
Hitler and Jesus in you and you have
to know when to bring out which one.”

Twists and turns in the plotline
show Gruner to be a strange protago-
nist. Mr. Dreyfus was quick to point
out that in life, no one is ever truly a
protagonist. “I have learned a great
deal about myself through my rela-
tionship with the author and through
reading the play—there is no such
thing as an easy hero,” he explained.

The reading was free, but members
of the audience were encouraged to
make a donation to the Hannah
Senesh Humanitarian Scholarship at
the school by contacting Dr. Dennis
B. Klein at mahgs@kean.edu.

Free Classical
Guitar Concert at

Local Church
SCOTCH PLAINS - Classical gui-

tarist Loren Fortna will perform in
concert at the First United Methodist
Church of Scotch Plains at 1171
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains on Sun-
day, March 18, at 6:30 p.m. Mr.
Fortna’s concert features original
works and transcriptions by Albeniz,
Tarrega, Foden, Piazzolla, and
Middleton

Admission is free. A freewill offer-
ing will be accepted at the door and
the money collected will be donated
to the UMC World Service Fund,
which supports global mission and
ministry.

Mr. Fortna earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Music Theoretical
Studies at Susquehanna University
and a Master’s in Music degree from
the University of Akron. He also
earned an Artist’s Diploma from the
Cali School.

Since 2001 Mr. Fortna has been
teaching vocal and general music in
the New Jersey public schools. In
2004 he joined the Springfield Public
Schools, where he was named Dis-
trict Teacher of the Year for the 2008-
2009 school year. He is also a mem-
ber of the music faculty at Montclair
State University. He has performed
throughout North America as a solo-
ist, accompanist, ensemble member,
and conductor.

Please note that the door to the
sanctuary where the concert will take
place is at the rear of the building.
Call the church at (908) 322-9222
with questions.

Oratorio Singers to Present Works
Of Vivaldi, Rutter and Johnson

WESTFIELD — On Sunday, March
18, at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary of the
Westfield First United Methodist
Church, The Oratorio singers of
Westfield, under the direction of Trent
Johnson will present a concert of works
consisting of something very old and
an audience favorite – “Gloria” by
Antonio Vivaldi, music not so old –
Magnificat by John Rutter and a new
“preview” work from the pen of Trent
Johnson entitled “Bird Song Brings
Relief to My Longing” featuring the
virtuosity of Andrew Lamy, clarinetist
from the New Jersey Symphony Or-
chestra (NJSO). Also featured on the
program with the chorus and members
of the NJSO will be soloists soprano
Hope Hudson and mezzo-soprano
Denise Woods.

This will be the Oratorio Singers
32nd consecutive year of performing
both sacred and secular choral music in
the Westfield area.

The splendidly set “Gloria” of Vivaldi
is by far the best known and loved of
Vivaldi’s sacred works which might
have been composed for the Ospitale
della Pietà, the orphanage and school
for foundling girls in Venice of which
Vivaldi was music master for 37 years
(1703-1740). On the other hand it may
have been written for the larger and
mixed-gender voices of Saint Marks.
But, we shall probably never know for
sure.

The text of the “Gloria” is the second
main section of the ordinary of the
Mass. Like Bach, in his great Mass in B
minor, Vivaldi sets each short section
of the text as a separate movement. The
movements are at once lively, melodic,
sometimes serene, often exhilarating
and buoyant, and throughout full of
beautiful block harmonies.

Though he is perhaps best known for
his carols and other short pieces, John
Rutter also has a number of large-scale
works for chorus and orchestra to his
name. John Rutter’s initial inspiration
for his “Magnificat” was another great
masterpiece – that of J. S. Bach, though
he has also revealed that he found the
task of following in Bach’s footsteps a
somewhat daunting prospect, as in-
deed any composer might. Despite the
fact that the two works are about as
different in style as they could possibly
be, they nevertheless do share some

basic similarities. For instance, both
pieces conclude with a reiteration of
the music of their opening movements,
both make use of traditional Gregorian
plainsong melodies, and in both works
the focus is on the soloist for the more
reflective verses, while the chorus is
called upon to provide some appropri-
ate vocal muscle in robust sections of
the text such as ‘Fecit potentiam in
brachio suo’ (He hath showed strength
with his arm). And just as Bach in-
cluded several additional Christmas
movements in the original E-flat ver-
sion of his “Magnificat,” so, too, Rutter
incorporates three extra elements into
the standard Latin text. Particularly
memorable is his haunting setting of
the beautiful 15th century poem, ‘Of a
Rose, a lovely Rose’, which uses the
image of a rose as an allegory for the
Blessed Virgin Mary and her powers to
intercede for mankind. John Rutter has
stated that his intention was to write a
“Magnificat” redolent of Mediterra-
nean sunshine and celebration, evok-
ing the spirit of the many exuberant
festivals held throughout Europe in
honor of the Virgin Mary. To this end,
the work is full of energetic, synco-
pated rhythms and strong melodies,
with more than a hint of the musical
theatre from time to time.

The official title of Trent Johnson’s

new work is “Cantus Avium Solamen
Est,” or “Birdsong Brings Relief to My
Longing.” It is a concerto for clarinet,
bird whistle, chorus and orchestra and
is currently made up of 3 movements
based upon the poetry of Jelaluddin
Rumi, Laura Richards and Rainer Maria
Rilke. The Oratorio Singers concert
will serve as a preview to the larger
version of the work, which will contain
4 or 5 movements. This work features
2 poems that are evocative of birds and
birdsong along with a setting of the
children’s poem “Eletelephony” by
Laura Richards

Clarinetist Andrew Lamy has re-
ceived consistent critical acclaim for
his sweet, colorful tone, liquid phras-
ing, immaculate technique, and his
energetic performance style. Mr.
Lamy has performed live national
and international broadcasts with the
Metropolitan Opera and the New Jer-
sey Symphony Orchestra, is a found-
ing member of the Halcyon Trio, and
has collaborated with the Artis Quar-
tet of Vienna, the Getty Center, the
Lincoln Center Festival, the Mixed-
Flock Orchestra Project, the Mad
Coyote Ensemble, and is the Artistic
Director of the eclectic Terra Lyrica
Ensemble. Mr. Lamy is also active in
field ornithology having conducted

SACRED MUSIC...On Sunday, March 18, at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary of the
Westfield First United Methodist Church, The Oratorio singers of Westfield will
present a concert of works consisting of something very old, as well as an audience
favorite.
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Westfield High School’s Pippin
Proves to be Truly Magical

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School’s (WHS) musical Sweeney Todd
won bragging rights last year from
Paper Mill Playhouse’s prestigious
Rising Star Awards program. So WHS
had a lot to prove this year with their
production of Pippin.

Last weekend’s presentation supports
the adage “nothing succeeds like
success.” With the successful
combination of stellar direction by
Daniel Devlin, brilliant musical
direction by John Brzozowski, amazing
choreography by Samantha Hahn, and
an outstanding, talented cast,
Westfield’s show had to be a hit. It was.

With music and lyrics by Stephen
Schwartz and book by Roger O Hirson,
Pippin uses the framework of a narrator
– The Leading Player (Taylor Jackson)
— revealing the story. The Broadway
role garnered Ben Vereen a Tony. It
would not be a surprise if Ms. Jackson,
a sensational dancer/singer/actress were
up for awards of her own this season.

Using “magic,” The Leading Player
and her troupe of versatile Players tells
the tale of a young medieval prince,
Pippin (the extraordinarily talented Matt
Lynn), who is in search for significance
in his life.

In his first solo, Pippin bares his soul
in “Corner of the Sky” to reveal that his
spirit needs to run free and find his
niche. Perfect casting of the role of
Pippin is demonstrated in Matt’s
sensitivity and range of emotion in the
delivery of this and every other of his
songs.

Just back from his university stud-
ies, Pippin goes through war, lust, and
politics, yet nothing satisfies. Pippin
has a dysfunctional family of an over-
reaching stepmother Fastrada (the
beautiful, delightfully sexy dancer/
singer Maggie Tanji) a self absorbed
half-brother Lewis (played to the hilt
by Will Cary) and a preoccupied fa-
ther, King Charlemagne, called
Charles (the regal, gorgeous speaking
and singing – voiced Geoff Ko).

In the countryside, Pippin gets
advice from his show-stopping
granny who belts out, “It’s Time to
Start Livin’” in the song, “No Time
at All.” Bawdy Berthe (the hilari-
ous Rebecca Skowron) is the lime-
light-grabbing grandmother who
leads the audience in singing along

on the chorus of her song.
As Pippin takes grandma’s words to

heart and is initiated into a world of sex
by a bevy of dancing beauties, he be-
comes more befuddled. What saves
him from total despair is his falling in
love with a widow, Catherine (sweetly
seductive Annie Oldakowski), her son
Theo (the adorable Connor Wynne)
and his dying duck.

As he is just about ready to commit
to a life of average, everyday, ordinary,
mundane living, Pippin has second
thoughts and bolts. Broken hearted
Catherine sings one of the most lovely,
dramatic highlights of the night in “I
Guess I’ll Miss the Man,” displaying a
rich, velvet voice and astounding act-
ing ability.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DECIDING…Pippin (Matt Lynn) contemplates a life without his love Catherine (Annie Oldakowski) and her son Theo
(Connor Wynne) in Westfield High School Theatre Department’s production of Pippin.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIMELIGHT GRABBING GRANNY…Berthe (Rebecca Skowron), right, Pippin’s
grandmother, steals the scene with the audience participation song, “No Time at All”
in Westfield High School’s production of Pippin.
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