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Lady Blue Devils Improved Rapidly
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CUSTOM EXPANDED RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. This captivating 5 Bedroom, 4 Bath Custom
Expanded Ranch style home beautifully articulates the very best of
architectural design with notable quality amenities for today’s lifestyle.
Nestled on a professionally landscaped .931 acre on a picturesque
tranquil tree-lined cul-de-sac, this home is set among some of the very
best Scotch Plains has to offer. Moments from top rated schools, with
busing to all, NY transportation, shops and recreation. $739,000.

Holly

Cohen

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Completely rebuilt from grade level up in
2009, and transformed from a Ranch style home to an exquisite 8
room, 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial. Additional features include
incredible kitchen and baths, solid oak flooring, stunning designer
Andersen windows, 2 zone heating, central air, 5-zone distributed
audio system, recessed lighting and master suite with en suite bath and
11’ walk-in closet. $549,000.

Holly

Cohen

CUSTOM HOME

SCOTCH PLAINS. This captivating home offers a sleek and chic custom
designed interior and has been exquisitely renovated to reflect unsurpassed
attention to detail. This distinctive residence has been exquisitely renovated
and reflects unsurpassed attention to detail with an outstanding level of
quality throughout. Set on a tranquil tree-lined street, on a spectacular
professionally landscaped .44 acre, yet moments from schools, parks, shops,
recreation and transportation. NY bus stops at corner. $649,900.

Associate of the Month

Holly

Cohen

Phyllis Stern
Top Sales and Dollar Volume

for the Month of February

Susan

Devaney

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. 5/6 BR, 3 Full and 2 Half bath Center Hall Colonial. EIK,
w/SS appliances leads to back garden & patio, as well as into a private wing
with BR, bath, & laundry area, Large FR and FDR. Entertaining areas are
enhanced with a large screened-in porch that leads to an additional patio area.
Built-ins abound in the spacious 2nd floor BR, all flooded with sun, storage,
& a wonderful flow. A large 3rd floor space, accessed by the same grand
staircase of the rest of the house, awaits a new owners dream. $1,800,000.

Nancy

Kronheimer

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Immaculate 4 bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial set on over an acre
lot, on a highly desirable cul-de-sac street. This home features a freshly painted
interior & exterior, gleaming hardwood floors throughout, family room with wood
burning fireplace and mud/laundry room off back entrance. Four generous size
bedrooms on the 2nd floor including master bedroom with full bath, dressing area
and walk-in closet. Central air conditioning, 2 car attached garage and circular
driveway. This home is just waiting for a new owner to make it their own. $599,900.

People sometimes ask how it feels to
not be coaching, or involved with WHS
sports (other than writing the Devil’s
Den). Or they wonder what I do with all
my newfound spare time.

Simple: Read, read, and read some
more. There is nothing like reading a
good book on a cold winter day, with
snow falling and my cat Nick sleeping
on my lap.

And it’s been a great run of books
lately. Starting in the fall with The Map
of Time by Felix J. Palma. That was
followed by “11-22-63” by Stephen
King, “End Game” about the eccentric
chess master Bobby Fischer, “Batting
Cleanup: Bill Conlin,” a sort of greatest
hits by the talented Philadelphia sports
writer, and “The Silent Season of a
Hero,” another best-of, this time by
sports writer Gay Talese. Currently it’s
a re-read of “The Great American Novel”
by Philip Roth, another classic.

The first two books both dealt with
time travel, which can be an interesting
subject if handled well, and it’s beauti-
fully done in both books. Imagine if you
had a chance to go back in time, or
forward. Where would you want to go?
And if you could go back in time, would
you change anything if you even could?

That’s what happens in 11-22-63, when
the book’s protagonist has a chance to go
back and prevent the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy. (Note: while
loving the book, I sided against King and
with his wife Tabitha, who doesn’t be-
lieve Lee Oswald was the lone assassin,
if indeed he was involved at all.)

Anyhow, the Den’s Faithful Readers
were recently asked to do something
similar, use a time machine to bring
three people from any time in history to
share a meal. It’s an interesting concept,
although limiting the dinner table to
just three guests can require some tough
editing. (I had to not invite Billy Bragg,
Walt Clarkson, Bob Dylan and Jack
Kerouac.)

Here are the dinner reservations we
had received by noon on Monday (some
with comments):

Alex Bond (WHS ’12): Michael Jor-
dan, US Navy Seal Marcus Luttrell,
Ron Paul.

Chris Campbell (WHS ’73): Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Sun Tzu, an ancient Chinese
military general, strategist and philoso-
pher.

Matt Daniel (WHS ’13): Brennan
Haley, Eli Manning, Will Murtishaw.

Rich Danks (WHS ’68): Leonardo da
Vinci, Civil War Brigadier General
Joshua Chamberlain, my maternal
grandfather Edward Enstice.

Jeff Gilbert (WHS ’61): George W.
Bush, Bruce Jester, Ronald Reagan. (JG:
the three greatest conservatives I know.)

Dick Griggs (WHS ’56): jazz pianist
Bill Evans, my father K.C. Griggs, Mike
Mussina.

Drew Haley (Sayreville ’82): Jesus
Christ, my father Jim Haley, George
Washington.

Kim Aslanian Haley (Gill St.
Bernard’s ’88): my grandfather Artin
Aslanian (KAH: he fled Ottoman Tur-
key as a child but died when I was very
young), my father-in-law Jim Haley
(KAH: the man responsible for Drew)
and my future great grandchild.

Sam Hayes (WHS ’14): My great,
great, great grandfather Hayes (SH: first
name unknown), actress Molly C.
Quinn, Paul Simon.

Bruce Johnson (WHS ’63): Chris
Campbell, Paul Robeson, Robert Turner,
Jim Turpin (BJ: four of Westfield’s all-
time greats.).

Jeff Kole (WHS ’76): John Lennon,
Mickey Mantle, Ronald Reagan.

Glen Kurz (WHS ’91): Blair wres-
tling coach Jeff Buxton, John Candy,
wrestling legend Dan Gable. (GK: I’d
love to see how much Candy could eat,
and watch Gable’s reaction.)

Dave Lazarus (Hillside ’74): Aristotle,
Lou Gehrig, William Shakespeare.

Steve Merrill (WHS ’71): My grand-
father Harold D Merrill Sr., my uncle
Herbert, George Washington.

Don Mokrauer (WHS ’63): Nicolaus
Copernicus, Charles Darwin, Sigmund
Freud (DM: the individuals responsible
for the three great revolutions in the
thinking of man).

Kevin Oster (WHS ’12): comedian
Steve Carell, Thomas Edison, John F.
Kennedy.

Max Shin (WHS ’13): Sean Beattie,
Alec Penn, Noah Styles.

Lowell Snare (North Hunterdon ’63):
comedian Jerry Lewis, Marine Lt. Gen-
eral Lewis Burwell (Chesty) Puller, Ted
Williams.

Jack Steimel (Holy Trinity ’72): John
F. Kennedy, rocker “Southside” Johnny
Lyon, Mickey Mantle.

Ed Thorne (WHS ’64): Marc Antony
(ET: how hot was Cleopatra?), Ben-
jamin Franklin (ET: so, how was Paris,
sir?), Jeff Torborg,

Matt Trinkle (WHS ’12): Fidel Castro,
John F. Kennedy, Rex Ryan.

DROUGHT IS OVER
The foursome of Sarah Cronin

(24.45), Loren Ball (24.65), Ellie
Reinhardt (25.00) and Caroline Baldwin
(23.78) won the 200-yard freestyle re-
lay at the state Individual Champion-
ships. The foursome clocked a school-

record 1:37.88, .05 better than the same
foursome’s time at the county champi-
onships.

Amazingly, considering the 14 state
team titles that WHS’s girls have accu-
mulated, it was the team’s first indi-
vidual or relay gold since 1982, when
Patty Wysock, Janney Zonnevylle, Fran
Schmidt and Jen Frawley won the 200
medley relay in 1:52.02.

(Note: The 1986 foursome of Lynne
Cassidy, Melissa Horner, Judi Brawer
and Elizabeth Cummings won the ‘A’
Division 200-medley relay during the
day, but lost to Watchung Hills in the
Meet of Champions final that night. The
other state relay champs were the 1978
medley of Mary Davis, Dana Zonnevylle,
Lora Masters, Cindy Nichols; and the
1980 400 free of Frawley, Kelly Scott,
Schmidt, Erin Scott.)

Although Cronin and Baldwin swam
well in their individual MOC races –
Cronin second in the 100 free, Baldwin
second in the 50 free and third in the 100
back – WHS’s last individual state cham-
pions came in 1978 and ’79, when Mas-
ters and D. Zonnevylle won back-to-
back titles in the 50 free. (Note: Baldwin
won New Jersey YMCA state champi-
onships in the 50 free and 100 back last
weekend.)

LESS WAS MORE
Amid all the chaos of the Sunday-

Monday (Feb. 26-27) surrounding
WHS’s 23rd boys swimming champi-
onship, the 14th girls swim champion-
ship, playing “23 bottles of beer on the
wall” (and losing after it was down to
“6”) and my Devil’s Den deadline, it
was inevitable that something crucial
might be overlooked.

Sophomore Tyler Lessner turned in
two of the fastest times in WHS history,
in the 200-individual medley (2 .02)
and 100 breaststroke (1 .50). More im-
portantly, his second-place finishes
broke up potential 1-2 finishes by the
Panthers in both races, either of which
would have turned the meet (an 86-84
WHS victory) the other way. (Note:
Lessner went 1 .20 last weekend at
YMCA states.)

Lessner’s IM time puts him in the No.
8 spot on the Top 15 List, trailing Darren
Hertell, Pat Daurio, Tim Romano, Chris
McFadden, Larry Zhang, Jack Lorentzen
and Chris DeLaFuente, just ahead of
1978 state champion Paul Healy and ’93
all-American Dave Schwartz. The breast
time moved him into the No. 4 spot,
behind only all-Americans Schwartz,
Daurio and Rich Andrews, the only sub-
minute guys in WHS history.

BOND, ALEX BOND
Alex Bond came to the WHS boys

swim program as an unheralded fresh-
man in the fall of 2008, back when he
couldn’t break a minute in the 100 free,
back when his time was literally one-
double oh-seven, as in Bond, James
Bond.

But the soon-to-graduate senior defi-
nitely left his mark. With the team loaded
this year in what had become his best
event, the breaststroke, coach Jeff Knight
used the co-captain mostly in freestyle,
where he became a key to the team’s
state championship; he was sub-1:50 in
the 200 free, sub-50 in the 100 free and
a 22.4 in the 50 free, just missing the all-
time Top 15 List in all three events.
When he finally got to swim his spe-
cialty at Individual States, Bond turned
in a 1:01.50, which cracks into the top
10 of the Top 15 List, a fraction .1 of a
second behind ’68 Olympian Dave
Perkowski’s 1:01.40. Bond also joined
Max Shin, Brennan Haley and Matt
Daniel on a medley relay that made top
10 all-time. (Note: Bond, Alex Bond
actually swam a one-double oh-seven
in his 100 breast last weekend at Y
states!)

IN THE GENES
After watching online via nj.com as

Anthony Pafumi lost a tough semifinal
(he eventually finished third at 170
pounds) at the state wrestling tourna-
ment, it was impossible not to be im-
pressed with the Westfield resident’s
immense talent. He had the look of
Gary Kehler-schooled wrestlers like
Kurt Stiefken, Rich Gottlick and Joe
Birmingham: smarts, speed and strength
in equal doses.

It was also sad to realize he was
wrestling for a parochial school in Jer-
sey City, rather than at WHS; especially
since he had come up as a local legend
through the town’s youth wrestling pro-
grams and attended public school until
ninth grade. He was co-captain of the
Westfield’s 2008 eighth grade wres-
tling team, along with Mike Kalimtzis
and Troy Skibitsky. That team went 9-
2-1 (losing to Cranford 29-28 and Ber-
keley Heights 34-10 while tying Lin-
den) and included current WHS wres-
tlers Colin Barber, Brian Bulger, Keiran
Cline, Mike DeLouisa, Luke Gibbons,
Nick Knepper and Ellis Opoku.

So it goes, eh? Despite the defection,
WHS this winter had the winningest
team in school history (20-5) and the 61-
22 record over the past four years makes
this year’s seniors by far the winningest
class in WHS wrestling history.

Pafumi’s father Sal (WHS ’82) was a
standout two-way tackle for Kehler’s
1981 football team that went 8-2. He
also was a major point-producer in the
weights on the WHS spring track team,
serving as co-captain (with Barron
Chambliss, Dave Fitzgerald and Dave
Nathanson) of an unbeaten team that
won county and conference titles in his
senior year under coach Greg Gorski.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursdays during the school year. Con-
tact us with comments, complaints and
suggestions at bj1019@aol.com. And
remember, win or not, Whs4evr!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Who’s Coming to Dinner?
Some Interesting Choices

35 3-pointers, respectively. As fresh-
men playing varsity in New Jersey,
Scott and Knapp were rated 3-5, of-
fensively.

Knapp, who had 85 rebounds, and
Scott, who had 54 rebounds, also led
the team with 62 and 56 assists, respec-
tively. They were also the chief thieves
with 61 and 48 steals, respectively.

“They are feisty, and they have
quick reflexes. They will challenge
you. I would go with that. That they
are chief thieves,” Coach Marino said.

Freshman Jamie Miller, ranked No.
6 on the freshman scoring chart, sank
130 points, had 38 rebounds, 33 steals
and 29 assists.

“Jamie is feisty. These girls only
have one speed. They don’t know
how to quit. The one thing this team
has is the ability to go nonstop,” Coach
Marino said.

Sophomore Carly Friedman
stepped into the starting lineup and
grabbed 101 rebounds, while scoring
100 points. She also added 44 steals,
30 assists and seven blocked shots.

At the very beginning of the sea-
son, there were a few more veterans
in the starting lineup, but injuries
yielded the lineup that stayed until
season’s end.

“Casey Schuster, my captain,
Carolyn Maguire, also my captain,
and I was also starting [sophomore]
Alexis Kardias. Two of the three
wound up with injuries. I brought
Carly up from the JV with the inten-
tion that I needed somebody for re-
bounds. She did more than get us
rebounds. She managed to get us some
points. I brought up Jamie, and she
proved to a big help defensively,”
Coach Marino said.

Coming off the bench, Ellie
Callinan had 42 points and 35 re-

bounds. Emily Brucia had 51 re-
bounds and 32 points. Megan Mondon
had 42 points. Sarah Seitz added 11
assists, 14 rebounds and 21 points.
Colleen Gallagher had 38 points and
30 rebounds.

With their heart, spunk and talent,
this year’s very young team bears a
resemblance to the 2005 group of
freshmen who, by their senior year,
became Union County Tournament
champions.

Coach Marino said, “If I have to do
a comparison between the two teams,
I think the team we have this year is a
lot more relentless verses the other.
The other team always had the desire
to win, and I see this again happening
with this group. That team, we had
Erin Miller, Gab O’Leary, Steph
Slodycka and Katie Cronen. They
played together for many years. They
molded into a great basketball team.
This team has the same heart and
desire.”

Coach Marino added, “I think with
this team, I have better shooters. Erin
Miller was a great shooter. Gabby
O’Leary had a great nose for the ball,
but as far as Jackie Knapp and Lily
Scott, they shoot as well as Erin.
Jamie Miller has the heart as her
sisters had on the court. I can do more
things with my toolbox with this group
that I couldn’t do with them when
they were freshmen, so I am looking
forward to a great future with them.”

With the exception of one starter, a
more experienced group of Blue Dev-
ils will take to the court next year.

“We are going to keep working. We
are going to get bigger and we are
going to get stronger. The confidence
is there. They were thrown into the
fire and they proved themselves,”
Coach Marino said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING LEADER…Freshman Lily Scott, No. 20, led the Blue Devils in scoring
with 299 points, including 26 3-pointers.


