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Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !
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35 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023
Mon-Fri 10-6, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-5 and Sun 12-5

908.322.4178 
www.mattressfac.com 

Sleep on our mattresses and wake 
up feeling like this lucky guy. 
HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.

Coming in May • Reserve your Ad space now • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online: goleader.com/tiw

2012
Our 40th Annual Edition

Scotch Plains Library Plans
Dickens and Austen Events

SCOTCH PLAINS – This spring,
the Scotch Plains Public Library will
mark the 200th anniversary of
Charles Dickens’ birth and take note
of Jane Austen’s large presence in
21st-century popular culture with a
series of films and lectures open to
all interested members of the public.

The series will feature four weeks
of Saturday double features, which
will juxtapose “traditional” retellings
at 11 a.m., followed by imaginative
takeoffs from the original novels at
2 p.m. The films to be shown are as
follows:

Saturday, March 24: Oliver Twist
(1951) and Oliver! (1968).

Saturday, March 31: A Christmas
Carol (1984) and Scrooged! (1988).

Saturday, April 14: Emma (1996)
and Clueless (1995, PG-13).

Saturday, April 21: Pride and
Prejudice (2005) and Bride and
Prejudice (2004, PG-13).

Robert Garnett will speak on Mon-
day, April 9, at 7 p.m. His topic will
be “Dickens in Love.” Mr. Garnett is
Professor of English at Gettysburg
College in Pennsylvania. Pegasus
Books will publish his book on
Dickens and three women in his life,
“Charles Dickens in Love,” in the
fall.

On Monday, April 16, at 7 p.m.,
librarian Pam Brooks will present a
tour of YouTube videos on Austen
and Dickens.

The series will conclude on Mon-
day, April 30, at 7 p.m. when Connie
Paul will speak about Jane Austen
and her enduring legacy. A retired
librarian, Ms. Paul co-founded the
Central Jersey Chapter of the Jane
Austen Society of North America.

“As the TV and movie produc-
tions and continual books about her
confirm, Jane Austen is more popu-
lar now than any time since her birth
over 200 years ago,” said Ms. Paul.
“Who was she and how did she come
to write the six books we love in her
brief 41 years? We will discuss her
life, her works, our favorite versions
of ‘Pride and Prejudice’ and other
works, and what we read in-between
reading her novels.”

Registration for these free pro-
grams is strongly recommended, and
can be completed online at the
library’s website, scotlib.org, by e-
mail at library@scotlib.org, in per-
son or by calling (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 202. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION…Congregation Beth Israel (CBI) in Scotch
Plains hosts monthly Coffee Clubs for current and prospective members. Free
coffee and bagels are set out in the synagogue lobby on Sunday mornings once a
month, between 9 and 11 a.m., while Religious School is in session. The next Coffee
Club will be March 25. For a complete listing of upcoming Coffee Clubs, call the
synagogue office at (908) 889-1830 or contact Co-chairwomen Marcia Wiener
(mwiener@comcast.net) or Linda Ross (maxsmother@verizon.net). CBI is located
at 18 Shalom Way. Pictured at the February 12 Coffee Club, from left to right, are:
Rabbi George Nudell, Marcia Wiener, Jacqui Gross and Allen Gross.

WF Rescue Squad Launches
Annual Fund-raising Drive

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad has announced
the start of its annual fund drive.
Now in its 62nd year of providing
emergency medical services to the
community of Westfield, the squad
is once again reaching out to resi-
dents for financial support.

According to Squad Captain
Jonathan Delano, the squad has had
an increase in operational demands.

These demands include the increas-
ing expense of running an ambulance
service that provides EMS coverage
24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Also, the recruitment and training of
new volunteer EMTs is becoming
costlier and more difficult.

“We don’t bill for our service like
other EMS providers and we can
only continue to do what we do as
long as the residents support us,”
Mr. Delano explained.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
announced the start of the squad’s
annual fund drive at the February 28
town council meeting. At the meet-
ing, Mayor Skibitsky presented
squad members with a proclamation
that declared March 2012 as
“Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
Month.”

The proclamation made note of the
squad’s 29,000 hours of volunteer
service that members provided to re-
spond to more than 2,400 emergency
medical calls in 2011. Squad mem-
bers on hand to receive the proclama-
tion from the mayor included Mr.
Delano, Susan Lagano, vice-presi-
dent, and Dan Sullivan, treasurer.

Westfield residents and businesses
can expect a fund drive letter in the
coming weeks. The squad, which is
located at 335 Watterson Street, also
currently is looking for new mem-
bers. To learn more about the squad,
its mission or becoming a new vol-
unteer member, call (908) 233-2500.

NAMI Chapter to Present
Film on Training of Police

WESTFIELD – The Union County
chapter of the National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) invites mem-
bers of the public to attend a screen-
ing of the film The Community We
Serve, a 20-minute video used to

train police officers on issues involv-
ing mental illness and crisis situa-
tions.

The award-winning film will be
shown on Tuesday, March 27, at 7:30
p.m. at American Legion Post No. 3,
located at 1003 North Avenue, West,
in Westfield. It was inspired and de-
veloped in Union County and was
produced by the New Jersey state
NAMI organization. The film is now
used to train police officers all over
New Jersey and many other states –
even as far away as Guam.

Additionally, former assistant pros-
ecutor Maureen O’Brien will update
attendees on the progress and ongo-
ing training for police officers and
other relevant personnel involved in
interactions during crisis situations.

For more information, or in the
event of inclement weather, call (908)
233-1628. The e-mail address for the
chapter is nami.union.nj@nami.org.

ROTARY WELCOME…The Rotary Club of Mountainside inducted its newest
member, Anna Cicchetti, at its February 27 meeting. Ms. Cicchetti is the assistant
branch manager of Investors Bank on Morris Avenue in Springfield. Pictured
with Ms. Cicchetti are her sponsor, Rotarian Glenn Mortimer, left, and the
Mountainside club’s past president, Mike Banick. The Rotary Club of
Mountainside meets on Mondays at 12:15 p.m. at Famous Dave’s on Route 22 in
Mountainside. Anyone interested in learning more about Rotary is invited to
attend one of the club’s lunch meetings or to call Mr. Banick at (908) 233-0115.

Cardiologist to Give
Lunch Talk at ‘Y’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will offer a Lunch and Learn
program for active older adults on
Wednesday, March 28, from 12:30 to
1:30 p.m. at the Main Y Facility,
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

Dr. Robert Fishberg, a cardiologist
in Springfield, will present a lecture
entitled “Are You at Risk for a Heart
Attack?” He will explore the risks
attributed to heart disease, the signs
and symptoms, and available testing
involved with assessing risks for heart
disease. Dr. Fishberg has been in prac-
tice for 21 years.

This program is free to members
and $3 for non-members. Participants
are asked to bring a bag lunch. Inter-
ested persons should register by Tues-
day, March 20.

College Club to Hear
Lecture on Wildlife
FANWOOD – The College Club

of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
sponsor an inter-active lecture
about New Jersey wildlife on Mon-
day, March 19, at The Chelsea,
located at 295 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

Guest speaker David Wheeler,
director of operations for the non-
profit Edison Wetlands Associa-
tion, is the author of “Wild New
Jersey.” The book discusses the
natural wonders of New Jersey.
Mr. Wheeler looks at ways to pre-
serve what is left of nature in the
Garden State.

The lecture will begin at 7:45 p.m.,
but refreshments will be served at
7:15 p.m. All are welcome to hear
and discuss this topic. Mr. Wheeler’s
book will be available for sale after
the lecture.


