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A Letter to the Editor
State’s Investigation of UC Watchdog
Smacks of Oppression, Gestapo, KGB
The county tries to intimidate

and harass my wife Tina in try-
ing to stop her citizen activism.
They have stepped over the line
in the past and have done so
again recently when two special
agents from the state Office of
Criminal Investigation came to
our home to “check the status
of her organization.” The docu-
ment they were looking for is on
file in their office.

What is outrageous about the
unannounced visit is that the
Office of Criminal investigation
is not saying who initiated or
authorized the visit. Did the
agents take it upon themselves
to make the trek to Cranford?
Were they instructed to by su-
periors? Did anyone in Union
County government play any
roll in the investigation?

Now in Sunday’s Star-Ledger
the spokesman for the state
Treasury Department is quoted
as saying: the agents work off
tips – usually high-profile stuff.
“What that unit normally
handles is some very sensitive
stuff,” [Andrew] Pratt said, add-
ing that “sometimes they deal
with terrorists…. They’re a seri-
ous group.”

I couldn’t believe what I was
reading. Is he equating a citi-
zen who is asking for public
records to being a terrorist?
Does the Union County Watch-
dog Association warrant the
same attention as terrorist
groups? This statement is dis-
turbing because it is coming
from the state government.
What message does it send to
all the other law enforcement

agencies in the state? Are Tina
and I now put on notice? Do I
have to worry now about any
encounter with government au-
thority?

What is worse is that there is
no mechanism to challenge any
nefarious actions by these agen-
cies. The county prosecutor’s
off ice and state Attorney
General’s office are not autono-
mous and have historically been
unwilling to investigate their col-
leagues.

This latest attack on Tina goes
beyond a local government offi-
cial verbally abusing a citizen
who asks a question during the
public comment part of a meet-
ing. This smacks of oppression.
It transcends Tina’s activities as
an open government activist.
The effort to stop her activism is
now institutionized involving
multiple layers of governmental
agencies. Now the government
can come to her door and ask to
see her papers? Who are they
Gestapo? or KGB? Look at any
country in the “Axis of Evil” and
you will see the same intimida-
tion tactics being used.

I had to check if I was over
reacting before I started writing
this, but the more I think about
it the worse the situation is. This
is a matter of a slippery slope.
The subtle harassment is get-
ting worse and worse and now to
the point of agents are arriving
at my door. I can only image
what the next level will be.

This issue must be addressed
now and someone must be held
accountable. But, to whom are
they accountable? That’s the
biggest question of all.

Joe Renna
Cranford
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GARWOOD – The borough and
residents were presented with a
conceptual Transit Village plan
from NJ Transit last Wednesday.
In 2010 NJ Transit completed a
feasibility study to investigate the
potential for the borough to be
designated a Transit Village.

“In the end it is my belief that it
is a path to assist us in redevelop-
ment, make better use with
underutilized industrial sites, and
bring additional ratables in to the
town,” said former councilwoman
Kathy Villaggio, head of the Tran-
sit Village Advisory Committee.

With manufacturing plants and
other industry occupying North
and South Avenues, Garwood was
known as the “past industrial capi-
tal of Union County,” Planning
Board Chairman Bob Pender
stated. The idea is to move
Garwood out of industry and into
retail, as seen in redevelopment
of these sites in recent history.

“Encouraging further develop-
ment on North and South Av-
enues is imperative to keeping
Garwood the independent munici-
pality it is and that we like,” said
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, who
stated she has received inquiries
from developers interested in
some of the vacant industrial sites
in the borough. “One of the things
that would keep us independent,
unique and a good place to raise a
family would be redeveloping
these areas.”

She echoed her state of the
borough address saying Garwood
has “undiscovered treasures” out-
side the boundaries of North and
South Avenues. The mayor also
said she had concerns with con-
tamination at the manufacturing
sites and how that would be
handled in redevelopment of those
sites. “It would be a phenomenal
cost,” she said.

Part of the redevelopment would
mean adding higher density build-
ings, up to four stories in height,
within a half-mile radius of the

Garwood train depot, and designed
to take cues from the architecture
in the community, said Mike
DiGeronimo, planner and urban
designer for LRK in Princeton,
during his presentation.

To understand the likes and dis-
likes of redevelopment from
people in the borough, NJ Transit
conducted a study, interviewing
stakeholders such as property
owners and residents, and also
analyzed market trends and de-
mographics to get a sense of the
community.

As a result, Mr. DiGeronimo said,
“The success of The Mews project
on North Avenue has been very
highly regarded.”

The borough does not want to
see more big box retail, but small
scale commercial, he said. As a
planning standpoint he recom-
mended redevelopment step down
its intensity from the rail line to-
ward neighborhoods with single-
family homes.

By being designated a transit
village, it would help the borough
state its case that it needs more
train stops.

Planning board member and
Transit Village steering commit-
tee member Bill Nierstedt told
The Westfield Leader, “It’s long
overdue.” The borough would need
to add some 100 dedicated com-
muter parking spaces to get inter-
est from NJ Transit to add more
train stops. He said the most need
for added stops are during the
evening commute.

 “During peak commuting times,
especially on the way home com-
ing from New York City to New-
ark, if they just miss a train that
goes to Garwood, they (commut-
ers) have to wait an hour,” steer-
ing committee member Mike
Ferrara said. “You could add two
more times in the evening hour
and cut it to a half hour. It’s the
biggest issue with the train ser-
vice out of Newark.”

In 2009, 85 riders boarded the
train in Garwood on a weekday,
said Mr. DiGeronimo, which is
considered low by NJ Transit stan-

dards. There are opportunities in
the borough to increase ridership,
he said, with commuter lots in
Westfield and Cranford at capac-
ity.

The parking would have to come
from a private lease, Mr. Nierstedt
told The Leader. Garwood Plaza
on North Avenue, Garwood Mall
and Casale Industries, both on
South Avenue, are areas that could
have potential for dedicated com-
muter spots, he said.

Last year, NJ Transit added four
additional stops to the schedule.
“What we did in the interim was
add train services increases where
we could given our constraints in
the system today as a good faith
gesture… We will commit
$100,000 of our own and the
county came in and said ‘we will
give you $20,000 as part of this
effort,’” said Charles Latini, facili-
ties planner for NJ Transit.

Some residents stated their
views on redeveloping the area
into a Transit Village.

“Am I safe from this?” asked Ed
Schwartz, owner of Garwood Coins
Inc. and Jewelry Exchange, who
has owned the property for over
33 years. “The train commuters
are useless to business… They
haven’t spent a quarter in my
store in 11 years.”

“I would have to disagree with
commuters not shopping in town.
Just over the past two weeks, I
picked up a pizza at Milan Pizza, I
got my hair done at Gia’s because
it’s across the street…I pick up lunch
meat at Al’s,” Mr. Ferrara said.

Resident Ann Palmer said, “I
learned at that time with the demo-
lition of Franklin School, some
people in this town were very at-
tached to the actual bricks. With
this project, with some tearing
down of buildings…showing that
to some people in this town they
are just going to put a wall up and
say no. It is going to be slow. I wish
you luck.” She said she saw a
transit village as a “positive” move.

Council President Keith Sluka
said this project could take as
long as 20 years to complete.

Transit Village Study Results Presented by NJT
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