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GARWOOD – The United States
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) has officially
approved funding for Westfield Se-
nior Housing Corporation (WSHC)
to build a 72-unit apartment com-
plex for people age 62 and over on
the former St. Anne’s School prop-
erty in Garwood.

The project, which was an-
nounced in 2010, has already re-
ceived approval from the Garwood
Planning Board and, according to
HUD, the borough has approved
the project for tax exemptions.

“Our goal is to begin actual physi-
cal development (of the property)
sometime in the fall,” WSHC Board
President Robert Conroy told The
Westfield Leader. He added that
the board wants to “get it done

sooner, rather than later, because
there is a real housing need and
we want to meet that.” He said
that it would take approximately a
year from the time they break
ground to complete the project.

HUD is providing WSHC with a
Section 202 capital advance that
“provides very low-income elderly
persons 62 years of age or older
with the opportunity to live inde-
pendently in an environment that
provides support services to meet
their unique needs.” The project is
slated to receive $11,719,100 for
capital costs and $1,588,500 for
rental assistance over three years.
According to HUD’s website, rental
assistance can be renewed at the
end of the three-year period, de-
pending on fund availability and
the capital advance does not have
to be repaid as long as the project
serves very low-income elderly
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AGREEMENT DONE…Karen Simon, executive director of the Westfield
Senior Housing Corporation (WSHC), signs the funding agreement between
HUD (Housing and Urban Development) and the WSHC to develop the St.
Anne’s property in Garwood, as satisfied participants look on. Pictured, left to
right, are: Robert Conroy, WSHC Board chairman; Reverend Richard Villanova,
pastor of St. Anne’s Church; Garwood Councilman Timothy Hak, Ms.  Simon
and Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi.

persons for 40 years.
Mr. Conroy told The Leader that

the apartments would be open to
everyone who meets the age and
income eligibility requirements.

St. Anne’s School, located along
Cedar Street between Second and
Third Avenues, was closed in 1986.

While the school building and an
adjacent convent were rented out
at one time, they are currently
vacant. In 2008, prior to WSHC’s
current plans, Westfield developer
James Ward had proposed a 55-
and-older condominium complex
for the site, but the Garwood Plan-

Cranford Gets $3.1 Mil.
For Flood Control

restoration has prompted local
elected officials to request fund-
ing to elevate these properties.
Officials noted that elevation was
the most cost-effective mode of
mitigation.

The Congressman met recently
with U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers officials to discuss flood
control measures for Cranford.
Following the meeting the Sev-
enth District lawmaker an-
nounced that the federal agency
has agreed to provide $225,000
in 2012 to continue funding a
long-term flood control.

CRANFORD – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th), Cranford Mayor
David Robinson and community
leaders last week announced a
$3.1-million federal grant for
flood mitigation in Cranford
Township.

“These important federal funds
will go a long way in helping
mitigate further flood damage in
a number of neighborhoods in
Cranford Township,” Rep. Lance
said. “It is important the we con-
tinue to work together on all
levels of government to protect
New Jersey homeowners in flood-
prone areas.”

The Seventh District lawmaker
said the funds are part of FEMA’s
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
(HMGP) that provides funding
for voluntary buyouts or eleva-
tions of homes hardest hit by last
year’s severe flooding. New Jer-
sey received a total of $21 mil-
lion in grant dollars for flood
mitigation projects. These fed-
eral dollars are leveraged with a
$7 million match from state and
local governments.

According to FEMA and local
officials, 18 Cranford properties
that have experienced extreme
flooding and have been identi-
fied for elevation to mitigate fu-
ture flooding and will benefit from
the federal funding. The proper-
ties have historically experienced
heinous flooding events, and the
continued cost to the township
and homeowners for cleanup and

HUD OKs Senior Housing Complex for St. Anne’s School Site

FLOOD RELIEF…Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) announces the awarding of a
$3.1-million federal grant for flood mitigation in Cranford Township. Also
pictured, from left to right, are: Cranford Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins, Mayor
David Robinson, state Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) and Assembly-
woman Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit.)

ning Board defeated his applica-
tion, saying it was too dense for
the site. Mr. Ward opted not to
rent the vacant school to the Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission to house Hillcrest Acad-
emy North in 2006.

“I am happy to see the project
moving along and looking forward
to what is surely to be an improve-
ment in the neighborhood, which
happens to be my own neighbor-
hood. I know that the neighbors will
be pleased when the actual work
begins on the site,” Garwood Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi told The Leader.

The approved development by
WSHC calls for 71 one-bedroom
apartments and one two-bed-
room apartment for a live-in care-
taker. There will be 41 parking
spaces, with access to the park-
ing lot from both Cedar Street
and Third Avenue. The three-
story building will be 36.5 feet
from the first floor to the top with
a brick and stucco façade.

WSHC is a not-for-profit corpo-
ration and currently owns and op-
erates two buildings on Boynton
Avenue in Westfield.


