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l'ennemi du journaliste

MILLER NETS 20 POINTS (SINKS 6 THREES), McCOY GRABS 13 REBOUNDS, HITS 13 POINTS

Cougars Crack Nutley, 51-36, in Girls B’ball Quarterfinal
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Ice-cold shooting from a disap-
pointing loss to Governor
Livingston in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) championship
game on February 26 trans-
formed into a blazing fireball
when the third-seeded Cranford
High School girls basketball team
scorched the net with eight 3-
pointers en route to a 51-36
victory over sixth-seeded Nutley
in the quarterfinal round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
tournament in Cranford on Feb-
ruary 29.

Senior forward Morgan Miller
emitted lightning from her fin-
gertips to char the net with six 3-
pointers, finishing with a game-
high 20 points, to lead the Cou-
gars to their 24th victory against
four losses and to give Jackie
Dyer her 100th career victory in
her five years as Head Coach at
Cranford, which translates to a
20-win average per season.

After the game, the team pre-
sented her with flowers and other
small items.

“It’s very exciting. I have had a
great group of girls. I didn’t even
know I was close to 100 until a
few weeks ago when somebody
brought it to my attention. Then
I knew it was approaching, but I
didn’t expect anything. It was
very nice from them,” Coach Dyer
said.

Coach Dyer was also a member
of the Union Catholic High School

basketball team at the time when
head coach Kathy Matthews
notched her 500th career victory
when the Vikings defeated Mount
St. Mary, 36-21, on February 25,
2001, just one day after winning
the UCT championship.

“I was actually a senior when
she hit her 500th. Myself and

Shrita Smith were captains. It
was very exciting,” Coach Dyer
said.

Unlike the icy hands and lack of
rhythm they experienced against
the Governor Livingston High-
landers on February 26, the Cou-
gars cruised to an easy victory
over Millburn in the first round

the next day and definitely got
back into the rhythm against the
Nutley Raiders with 14 assists.

“I think I was really relaxed

today. We were all confident. We
were running well up the court.
We were ready to play ball to-
gether rather than trying to make
one-on-one moves. We wanted
to focus on being in rhythm when
we shoot,” said Miller, who had
an assist.

Junior Kate McGovern (4 points)

and junior guard Jenna Goeller
(5 points) each dished out four
assists. Sophomore guard
Mairead McKeary (4 points)
added three assists, and junior
Jess McCoy, who put in 13 points,
contributed two assists.

But Miller, who sat out part of
the first quarter, quietly slid in
and banged her first 3-pointer
midway through the quarter,
which the Cougars won, 11-6.
The second quarter, however,
really cracked Nutley when Miller
hit two more threes, while McCoy
and Goeller knocked in one each,
extending the Cougars’ lead to
25-14 at the half.

“She hasn’t been feeling well.
That’s why we didn’t start her
today and she didn’t start the
last game. We are trying to rest
her as much as possible, but she
is the one thing that makes our
offense click, so we have to play
her when we need her. She defi-
nitely stepped up today,” Coach
Dyer said of Miller.

In that half, McCoy pulled down
nine of her 13 rebounds and also
finished with three blocked shots
and a steal. Miller finished with
two blocks, and McGovern fin-
ished with six rebounds, three
tipped passes and a steal. Carly
Maucione (5 points) had two re-
bounds.

“She had a total of 13 for the
game. She’s been doing unbe-
lievable. She comes from no-
where. She glides underneath the
basket and grabs every rebound,”
Coach Dyer said of McCoy.

Miller led of the third quarter
with another 3-pointer and fol-
lowed with a pair of successful
free throws. McCoy rolled in a
lay-up and McGovern finished the
quarter with two lay-ups to make
the score, 36-21, entering the
fourth quarter. McCoy hit a 2-
pointer and Miller added her fifth
and sixth 3-pointer to make the
score, 44-21. From there, the
Cougar bench took over, allow-
ing the starters to rest.
Nutley   6   8   7 15 36
Cranford 11 14 11 15 51

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING IN POSITION TO SCORE…Cougar Kate McGovern, No. 22, gets in position to roll in a lay-up in the
sectional quarterfinal game against Nutley. The victory gave Head Coach Jackie Dyer her 100th-career win.
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