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Parent Fears Forced Indoctrination of
Our Children With ‘Diary’ in WF

Things We’re Not Supposed to Think
About and How We’re Diverted

Letters to the Editor

It seems that certain politicians and
the media are doing their utmost to
make sure that the last thing we talk
or think about is how things in this
country have been going the last few
years. They do not want us to think
about:

- The record number of unem-
ployed and underemployed;

- The fact that we have one of the
lowest employment rates ever;

- How inflation, if calculated by
things people buy every day rather
than the way that the government
now does it, is running above 8 per-
cent a year;

- Why the TSA and Homeland Se-
curity search young children and
grandmothers trying to get onto
planes instead of using even an ounce
of common sense;

- How President Obama is now
telling religious groups what they
can and cannot believe in;

- How our Constitution protects
our “free exercise of religion,” not
our “right to worship” as the left
claims;

- The fact that a full three years
after the financial crisis things are
either not improving or improving at
a much slower rate than is usually the
case for our economy;

- The fact that we have added $4
trillion to the national debt since Presi-
dent Obama came into office;

- How the President’s recent bud-
get anticipates trillions more in defi-
cit spending;

- How almost 50 percent of the
people in this country pay no federal
income taxes;

- How when politicians say that
they’ve reduced spending, all they’ve
done is reduced the increases they
were originally planning;

- How the $878 billion “stimulus”
plan did not work and that pretty
much all it did was allow states to
plug gaps in their budget so govern-
ment workers would not be laid off;

- How the stimulus money is now
baked into federal spending going
forward; the fact that the Democrat-
controlled Senate has not passed a
federal budget for three years, nor
that last year the Senate unanimously
rejected the President’s budget; or
how this year the Democrat-con-
trolled Senate won’t even bother to
vote on the President’s budget.

They don’t want us New Jerseyans
to think about the fact that our state
income taxes are supposed to be re-
turned to us as state aid but instead

goes almost in whole to the “Abbott”
districts and so almost all of us end up
paying for the public schools twice –
once with the income tax and again
with outrageous local property taxes.
Nor do they want us to think about
the complete financial incompetence
of our Union County government.
Instead, the left and the media claim
that our high property tax problem is
Governor Christie’s fault.

Nor do they want us to think about
foreign affairs. They don’t want us to
think about why the President and the
Secretaries of State and Defense have
apologized repeatedly for the burn-
ing of four Korans which had been
desecrated by Muslim prisoners who
may have written messages in them;
how Iran continues to work to de-
velop nuclear weapons; the fact that
the “Arab Spring” has become the
“Arab Winter” with Islamists taking
control of several Middle Eastern
governments; how our military was
sent to Libya without any Congres-
sional authorization in direct viola-
tion of our Constitution; or the fact
that U.S.-Israeli relations are at a
historic low point.

Instead, they want us to think and
talk about how Republicans want to
outlaw birth control! They want us to
think and talk about how upset we are
that Mitt Romney was actually suc-
cessful as a businessman and has a
net worth less than John Kerry. They
want us to be upset that Rick Santorum
actually believes in a religion and
admits to doing so. They want us to
think that the rich don’t pay their
“fair share” of taxes. They want to
fight the culture wars again and raise
class envy issues so that we don’t pay
any attention to the many serious
problems facing our country. Nor do
they want us to think about how mod-
ern liberalism, for the most part, has
caused those problems.

It is time to stop allowing the left
and the media to set the agenda. We
need to bring the discussion back to
the real issues and not the phony
issues, which are diverting our atten-
tion. This letter sets out my personal
views.

Rich Fortunato
Scotch Plains

After some parents protested the
book, The Absolutely True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian, being somehow
sneaked into the curriculum, includ-
ing the questionable way it got in, the
Westfield BOE recently reviewed it
and on a post-dated basis approved it.
The book is a fictional account of a
diary of a Native American 14-year-
old boy written by an actual Native
American author. It tells the story of
the boy’s experiences growing up in
poverty on an Indian reservation and
his difficult life until he manages to
leave the reservation by attending an
all-white school.

The issue is that many parents who
are aware of this book object to it
being required reading for their ninth-
grade children. Defenders say the
book has received good literary ac-
claim, is amusing and has many posi-
tive messages. That is not the point.
For parents who have objections, the
BOE has gone through its formal
complaint process and concluded too
bad. Despite its sketchy parts, its po-
sition is that the book has overwhelm-
ing educational value. Its report says,
“The novel’s themes, concepts and
issues are clearly aligned with the
curriculum’s rationale, description
and purpose …”

The book Diary is controversial
because it contains graphic discus-
sions of poverty, racism, hatred, bul-
lying, fighting, stereotypes, teenage
vulgarity and some other particularly
touchy topics. There are a number of
notable objectionable sections. Read
for example the page 25 masturba-
tion passage.

Many people might find this pas-
sage funny and harmless. If so, fine
for their children. That is not the
point. At the same time if some par-
ents have objection to exposing their
children to this section alone I think
that such opinions need to be re-
spected.

The BOE’s Book Review Commit-
tee acknowledged that there are some
sections of the book, which if taken
out of context, “could be perceived
by some as too mature, controversial,
or even vulgar in nature.” Do you
think? But then goes on to say, “We
believe the educational benefits
clearly outweigh these concerns.” Fair
enough, but what if some parents
disagree?

I think the BOE’s Book Commit-
tee process is flawed because it
reached its conclusion without the
proper focus on the parent’s objec-
tions. There needs to be a two-step
process with controversial book ap-
provals such as this. By the way, it
appears there never was BOE ap-

proval for this book prior to the re-
cent objections – why was that? Any-
way the first step should be the one
they did which is to weigh the facts
and make a go/no go decision based
on education criteria.

Assuming a book is approved for
the curriculum, the next step should
be a determination as to the validity
of the parent’s objections to what
bothers them. The second step’s en-
tire focus should be on the objection-
able parts of a book when making
this determination. If the parents are
deemed to have reasonably valid ob-
jections, then accommodations need
to be made for parents to enable their
children to opt out of it being re-
quired reading. If the Committee de-
cides the sections are reasonably not
valid, then the book should be ap-
proved. In my opinion, Diary would
flunk the second test. If the BOE does
not adopt a book approval process
similar to this that directly incorpo-
rates parent’s objections, it is time for
all parents and taxpayers to get more
involved and weigh in on whether
they agree with the BOE’s book ap-
proval process.

A metaphor I thought of for this
situation is the example of an uplift-
ing movie about life and love, but
also has a violent, explicit rape scene.
Such a movie would be given an “R”
rating despite its being very positive
on the whole. If a parent has a prob-
lem with the movie on that basis
alone, the BOE would not have the
right to force the parent’s 14-year-
old child to see it. Parents have legal
responsibility for rearing their chil-
dren until they reach age 18, then the
individual has legal responsibility for
themselves. The BOE never has legal
rearing responsibility for children and
thus should not have the authority to
force anything on a child that a parent
validly objects to.

Parents’ trust in the BOE has been
shaken by this episode regarding the
book. The BOE needs to provide
transparency by publishing a list of
all of the books that are on the ap-
proved curriculum. The BOE also
needs to make sure all books in the
curriculum are officially approved
before being taught to students and
when doing so take the valid con-
cerns of parents into consideration in
the approval of obviously controver-
sial books such as Diary. While some
may fear this could lead to book
banning – which term has been used
– the opposite is even worse – forced
indoctrination of our children.

Richard Sauerwein
Westfield
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‘NoWait’ Marriage, Divorce Bill OK’d
By Committee to Boost N.J. Economy
TRENTON – Legislation sponsored

by Senator Nicholas Scutari (R-22,
Linden) to modify the state’s mar-
riage license requirements, has been
approved by the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee of which Sen. Scutari chairs.

“With beautiful and scenic loca-
tions throughout the state, New Jersey
has great potential to be a wedding
destination for couples throughout the
U.S., but our current laws are cumber-
some and restrict where, when and
who can be married,” Senator Scutari
said. “By modernizing this process,
we will open up New Jersey’s wed-
ding market to out-of-state consum-
ers, spurring economic growth for
many small businesses and boosting
our local economies.”

The bill, S-768, would eliminate
the mandatory 72-hour waiting pe-
riod for issuance of a marriage or civil
union license after an application is
made, giving New Jersey a competi-
tive edge over neighboring states, Sen.
Scutari said.

In addition, the bill would stream-
line residency requirements for New
Jerseyans applying for marriage and
civil union licenses. Under current
law, residents must apply for a mar-
riage or civil union license in the mu-
nicipality where either applicant re-
sides. The bill would allow residents
and out-of-state residents to apply for
licenses in the municipality where the
wedding ceremony is to be performed
as well. This bill would also provide
that marriages and civil unions might
be annulled without cause within 30

days of the marriage or civil union
ceremony.

The bill would also increase the
marriage and civil union fees to $60 of
which half would be dedicated to ser-
vices for domestic violence victims.

“New Jersey’s wedding licensure
laws are antiquated and represent a
time where sharing of information
between municipalities, counties and
states was much more complicated,”
Sen. Scutari said.

By eliminating the waiting period,
the Senator said his bill would make
New Jersey more competitive with
neighboring states, including Penn-
sylvania (72-hour waiting period),
New York (24 hours), Delaware (24
hours), and Maryland (48 hours).
Under the new law, New Jersey would
join Connecticut and Rhode Island as
the only states in the Northeast with no
waiting period. Twenty-seven other
states do not require a minimum wait-
ing period for issuing a marriage or
civil union license.

The committee approved the mea-
sure by a vote of 7-4. It now heads to
the Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee for further review.

Should Government Be Giving
Kids Pills,  in School or Not?

Things could go wrong such as in
Chatham elementary school last week
when fluoride pills got mixed up with
some other drug.


