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Home Values Have Dropped:
Shouldn’t Property Taxes?

James M. Foerst

SCOTCH PLAINS – Is a property
tax appeal right for you?

In the last five years, home values
in Union County have dropped dra-
matically. As the real es-
tate market is depreciat-
ing, your property taxes
have been increasing. As
a taxpayer, you have the
right to appeal your prop-
erty-tax assessment as a
means to reduce your real
estate tax obligations. As
a taxpayer considering an
appeal, you should un-
derstand that you must
prove that your home’s
assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.” With a
successful tax appeal, your lowered
tax assessment will be set for three
years, which can amount to consider-
able savings. The best way to suc-
ceed in appealing your taxes is to
present your claim to the courts
through expert tax and legal counsel
with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of

Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.

Foerst brings with him
his experience with local
government and the mu-
nicipal budget process.

Save money in this
economy. Make the sale
of your home more at-
tractive. Reduce the long-
term expenses associated
with your home. Make it
more affordable to stay
in your house. All with
lower property taxes.

Tax appeals must be
filed by April 1. For more

information about tax appeals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com and com-
plete the complimentary assessment
form to see if you can save money on
your taxes, or get started with a free
consultation by calling James M.
Foerst at (908) 322-4886.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Chief John M. Parizeau
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SOAKING UP THE SUN...Cynthia Cote, sixth grade, and Jack Cote, eighth
grade, at Edison Intermediate School, enjoy The Westfield Leader in Grand
Cayman.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GARWOOD’S FUTURE…The Borough of Garwood and residents were pre-
sented with a conceptual Transit Village plan from NJ Transit on February 22.
Kathleen Villaggio, who heads the Transit Village Advisory Committee,  provides
background on the NJT report for the borough council and planning board.

Courtesy of Marlene Iacoponi
TROPHIES...Pinewood Derby winners pose with their Cub Scout Pack No. 270
friends on March 3 at Washington School in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are:
fifth-grade Webelos John Mullholland, Matthew Cafiero, Andrew Zanfagna,
Max Brotman, Anthony Iacoponi and Thomas Norris. See story on page 22.

BALBOA PARK...Heidi Hylan and her family recently enjoyed a Saturday
afternoon in San Diego’s Balboa Park. They took time out to catch up on their
hometown news with The Westfield Leader. (Heidi thought it was very weird to be
on the west coast during President’s Weekend, and to watch the celebrity coverage
of Whitney Houston’s funeral and burial on the east coast, back in Westfield.)

Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
Announces Retirement After 31 Years

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – After 31 years with
the Westfield Police Department, Chief
John Parizeau has announced his re-
tirement effective August 1. Due to
time owed for vacation and sick days,
Chief Parizeau’s last day on the job will
be March 29, exactly 31 years from the
day he started on patrol, March 29,
1981.

Chief Parizeau told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he has a couple of
job offers and has not made up his mind
yet as to what he will be doing. He said
that he made the decision to retire as he
is still young enough to be marketable
for a new job, but has already reached
the maximum 30-year pension credit.

The chief started his career at the
Westfield Police Department in the
patrol unit and quickly rose to the rank
of detective. In 1985, when the depart-
ment became computerized, “some-
how I got volunteered for that project,”
he told The Times. Despite predictions
that the process of computerizing the
department would only take a few
months, and that he would be able to
return to the detective bureau, it took
much longer and the chief became a
core part of the department’s adminis-
tration. After being promoted to lieu-
tenant, he served as the department’s
public information officer and was also
in charge of scheduling, training and
ensuring officers’ certifications. Chief
Parizeau became chief six years ago
following the retirement of former
Chief Barney Tracy.

He told The Times that he took over
as chief just as the economy collapsed
and that the department had to cut back,
saying “it was trying.” But he added, “I
have to give credit to my guys...they
did more with less.”

“I’m going to miss it, definitely,”
Chief Parizeau told The Times. “I had
the best time ever here and I would do

it again in a second.”
Mayor Andy Skibitsky told The

Times, “He’ll be missed. He’s got the
professionalism and the quiet confi-
dence to do it (the job of chief) well.”
He added that the chief has left the
department in a good position.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said,
“I’m sorry to see him go.” He added
that he enjoyed working with the chief
over the years and that he “served
Westfield well.”

Due to the newness of Chief
Parizeau’s announcement, the town has
yet to decide on what the process will
be for selecting the next chief, but Mr.
Gildea assured The Times that the town
“will have a process” soon.

Chief Parizeau is the most recent
among several Union County police
chiefs to announce their retirements. In
the past year, Clark Police Chief Denis
Connell, Summit Chief Robert Lucid
and Garwood Chief William Legg re-
tired. Cranford Police Chief Eric Ma-
son recently announced his pending
retirement, as he has been named the
township’s administrator.

HUD OKs Senior Housing
For St. Anne’s School Site

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The United States
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) has officially
approved funding for Westfield Se-
nior Housing Corporation (WSHC)
to build a 72-unit apartment complex
for people age 62 and over on the
former St. Anne’s School property in
Garwood.

The project, which was announced
in 2010, has already received ap-
proval from the Garwood Planning
Board and, according to HUD, the
borough has approved the project for
tax exemptions.

“Our goal is to begin actual physi-
cal development (of the property)
sometime in the fall,” WSHC Board
President Robert Conroy told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. He
added that the board wants to “get it
done sooner, rather than later, be-
cause there is a real housing need and
we want to meet that.” He said that it
would take approximately a year from
the time they break ground to project
completion.

HUD is providing WSHC with a
Section 202 capital advance that “pro-
vides very low-income elderly per-
sons 62 years of age or older with the
opportunity to live independently in
an environment that provides sup-
port services to meet their unique
needs.” The project is slated to re-
ceive $11,719,100 for capital costs
and $1,588,500 for rental assistance
over three years. According to HUD’s
website, rental assistance can be re-
newed at the end of the three-year
period, depending on fund availability
and the capital advance does not have
to be repaid as long as the project serves

very low-income elderly persons for
40 years.

Mr. Conroy told The Times that the
apartments would be open to everyone
who meets the age and income eligibil-
ity requirements.

St. Anne’s School, located along
Cedar Street between Second and Third
Avenues, was closed in 1986. While
the school building and an adjacent
convent were rented out at one time,
they are currently vacant. In 2008, prior
to WSHC’s current plans, Westfield
developer James Ward had proposed a
55-and-older condominium complex
for the site, but the Garwood Planning
Board defeated his application, saying
it was too dense for the site. Mr. Ward
opted not to rent the vacant school to
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission to house Hillcrest
Academy North in 2006.

“I am happy to see the project mov-
ing along and looking forward to what
is surely to be an improvement in the
neighborhood, which happens to be
my own neighborhood. I know that the
neighbors will be pleased when the
actual work begins on the site,”
Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi told
The Times.

The approved development by
WSHC calls for 71 one-bedroom apart-
ments and one two-bedroom apart-
ment for a live-in caretaker. There will
be 41 parking spaces, with access to the
parking lot from both Cedar Street and
Third Avenue. The three-story build-
ing will be 36.5 feet from the first floor
to the top with a brick and stucco
façade.

WSHC is a not-for-profit corpora-
tion and currently owns and operates
two buildings on Boynton Avenue in
Westfield.

Before introducing his amended ap-
plication, Mr. Butler stated, “We have
reached an agreement. We have an
alternate or amended plan to the origi-
nal 10-pole design, which varied in
height from 60 to 110 feet along the
property line. The neighbors objected.
It’s not as effective. We settled with
them on an enhanced plan around home
plate. Pursuant to this plan, two poles,
10 feet high, and 10¾ inches in diam-
eter, 12 feet from the property line at
third base, and 11 feet from the prop-
erty line at third base. We need two
variances. We are not withdrawing the
10-pole application.”

This was the fifth round of a series of
hearings, each lasting almost four hours.
Board members said they were out-
raged by the attempt to keep the origi-
nal application on the table. Board At-
torney Vincent Loughlin told the board
that it was legal, and explained that
Mr. Butler was bifuricating, splitting
the application in two separate parts
for the board to consider. Mr.
Loughlin then advised Mr. Butler to
take the netting system with high
poles off the table and proceed with
the amended application for the two,
10-foot poles to support netting and
the extended hood over the backstop,
along with an extensive landscaping
plan.

Mr. Butler then presented an exhibit
with landscaping along the third base
line. Board member Karen Steele asked
about landscaping along the first base
line. At that point, Tim Livolsi, an
alternate board member, told Mr. But-
ler, “Don’t you dare come back to us
with another plan (and) don’t ask us to
vote on this plan because you have not
negotiated an agreement with the
Tarrens,” who live on Black Birch Road

along the first base line.
Mr. Butler then introduced another

exhibit including plantings along the
first and third base lines. The landscape
buffer plan will include 72 Norway
Spruce, seven Pin Oak trees, and Ar-
rowwood Viburnum, plus many shrubs
to use as fillers. Landscape architect
Joseph Perillo of Suburban Engineer-
ing Consultants testified as to the place-
ment of trees and shrubs.

The board voted unanimously to
grant the variances. Each member did,
however, before casting their vote, ex-
press their unhappiness about the long
drawn out process they had to sit
through.

As part of conditions for the board’s
approval, Board Engineer Steve Bollio
insisted the landscape architect certify
that the plantings are in accordance
with the amended plan and that any
changes should be approved by the
board’s planner. The board asked that
the nursery installing the plants guar-
antee them for two years, and that
Union Catholic must maintain and re-
place plantings after that.

Mark Rogoff, Mr. Shah’s attorney,
said that he faxed a letter to Judge
Malone with terms of the settlement
agreement on February 22. “No money
was exchanged,” said Mr. Rogoff. There
are terms of the settlement, one of
which is that the Shahs drop their ap-
peal of the first lawsuit, which was
dismissed by Judge Cassidy. The Shahs
must also drop their lawsuit concern-
ing foul balls.

Union Catholic baseball coach and
vice-principal, James Reagan, Jr. said
the school was “very excited” about the
board’s approval.

“It was a great compromise between
the neighbors and Union Catholic, and
we look forward to continuing a great
relationship with our neighbors,” he
said.

Union Catholic hopes to begin using
the field again within two weeks after
the improvements are completed.
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Union Catholic Netting

Jamie Marner

Financial Advisor

140 Central Avenue

908-518-5427
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Plan Your

Future.

Whether you are planning for retirement, education, travel or other goals, we can work 
together to make your objectives a reality. My approach consists of three elements:

• Assessing your current financial situation and goals
• Creating a customized strategy to achieve your future plans
• Executing your plan and protecting it as challenges arise 

Contact me today to get started.
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tough,” he said. “People could use
that money.”

Mayor Nancy Malool countered
by saying that if Mr. Glover’s rec-
ommendation had been followed a
year ago, there would be no surplus
this year and ratepayers, even those
who used less water, would be fac-
ing a fee increase this year.

 In other business, the council is
expected to introduce an ordinance
on March 20 to designate the area
on Grand Street in front of the
YMCA as a loading zone, which
would permit parents to briefly park

on the street while they drop off
their children at the building. Po-
lice Chief Brian Mahoney told the
council the statutory definition al-
lows the section of Grand Street to
be so designated. He said cars would
be allowed to park just long enough
to enable parents to take their chil-
dren inside the YMCA building.
The zone designation, he added,
would apply only during the
YMCA’s operating hours, meaning
that neighborhood residents or their
visitors could park their cars during
off hours.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council

Mayor Mahr emphasized that she
wants affected property owners to
understand “this is something for the
betterment of the community.”

The mayor said Mr. Estis and the
borough’s engineering staff would
participate in the upcoming meeting
on the project.

The mayor and council also dis-
cussed a planned resolution to award
a consultant contract to implement
the rehabilitation of low- and moder-
ate-income housing. Mayor Mahr
said the borough, under the state’s
Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) regulations, has an
“obligation…to put funds toward re-
habilitating existing homes.”

The borough has maintained an
account for this purpose and must
earmark about $36,000 from that ac-
count for rehabilitation work before
July 1.

“How do we advertise this [pro-
gram] for our residents?” Council-
man Szuch asked.

Mr. Estis explained that the
consultant’s job would be to identify
and select eligible properties using
“Census blocks,” and also handle the
funds for the borough’s rehabilita-
tion plan.

“That’s not going to be your role,”
Mr. Estis told the council.

Mr. Estis indicated the borough
has until 2018 to complete its hous-
ing rehabilitation obligation under
COAH.

“This will be a good way for us to
start,” said Mayor Mahr, referring to
the rehabilitation plan consultant
contract.
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FW Council

that the technology improvements
“kept in line with the district’s strate-
gic plan.”

BOE President Trip Whitehouse
said he wanted “to thank everyone in
the crafting of this budget. It is a lot of
work that sometimes even the whole
board doesn’t see.” He concluded by
stating that the presentations would
be made for the public at all the
schools in the upcoming weeks.

Last month, Mr. Davis reported
that total classroom expenses for the
upcoming school year are up
$1,920,027 from the current school
year. He noted that in the year 2012-
2013, classroom expenses totaled
$49,317,838, while last year the total
equaled $47,397,807.

In addition, Mr. Davis had reported
that the custodial and maintenance
line of the budget had decreased by
$919,187. He stated that the reason
for the reduction was that previously,
a $1.2-million maintenance fund had
been appropriated. He said approxi-
mately $500,000 of this money was
set to be used for the Heating, Venti-
lation and Air Conditioning (HVAC)
replacement project to be done at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
He also noted that there was a long-
range plan to replace 17 HVAC units
to improve both the airflow and en-
ergy efficiency to the building. These
units currently date back to the origi-
nal building, which is approximately
50 years old.

It also was noted that roof repairs
need to be done at Brunner School,
Evergreen School, School One and
Park Middle School in the summer of
2012.

The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, March
15, at 7:30 p.m. in the administrative
offices at Evergreen School, located
at Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
in Scotch Plains.
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Courtesy of Liz Fennik
AGREEMENT DONE…Karen Simon, executive director of the Westfield Senior
Housing Corporation (WSHC), signs the funding agreement between HUD
(Housing and Urban Development) and the WSHC to develop the St. Anne’s
property in Garwood, as satisfied participants look on. Pictured, left to right, are:
Robert Conroy, WSHC Board chairman; the Reverend Richard Villanova,
pastor of St. Anne’s Church; Garwood Councilman Timothy Hak, Ms.  Simon
and Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi.


