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SOAKING UP THE SUN...Cynthia Cote, sixth grade, and Jack Cote, eighth
grade, at Edison Intermediate School, enjoy The Westfield Leader in Grand
Cayman.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GARWOOD’S FUTURE…The Borough of Garwood and residents were pre-
sented with a conceptual Transit Village plan from NJ Transit on February 22.
Kathleen Villaggio, who heads the Transit Village Advisory Committee,  provided
background on the NJT report for the borough council and planning board.

Courtesy of Marlene Iacoponi
TROPHIES...Pinewood Derby winners pose with their Cub Scout Pack 270
friends on March 3 at Washington School in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are:
fifth-grade Webelos John Mullholland, Matthew Cafiero, Andrew Zanfagna,
Max Brotman, Anthony Iacoponi and Thomas Norris. See story on page 22.

BALBOA PARK...Heidi Hylan and her family recently enjoyed a Saturday
afternoon in San Diego’s Balboa Park. They took time out to catch up on their
hometown news with The Westfield Leader. (Heidi thought it was very weird to be
on the west coast during President’s Weekend, and to watch the celebrity coverage
of Whitney Houston’s funeral and burial on the east coast, back in Westfield.)

to HUD’s website, rental assistance
can be renewed at the end of the three-
year period, depending on fund avail-
ability and the capital advance does not
have to be repaid as long as the project
serves very low-income elderly per-
sons for 40 years.

Mr. Conroy told The Leader that the
apartments would be open to everyone
who meets the age and income eligibil-
ity requirements.

St. Anne’s School, located along
Cedar Street between Second and Third
Avenues, was closed in 1986. While
the school building and an adjacent
convent were rented out at one time,
they are currently vacant. In 2008, prior
to WSHC’s current plans, Westfield
developer James Ward had proposed a
55-and-older condominium complex
for the site, but the Garwood Planning
Board defeated his application, saying
it was too dense for the site. Mr. Ward
opted not to rent the vacant school to
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission to house Hillcrest
Academy North in 2006.

“I am happy to see the project mov-
ing along and looking forward to what
is surely to be an improvement in the
neighborhood, which happens to be
my own neighborhood. I know that the
neighbors will be pleased when the
actual work begins on the site,”
Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
told The Leader.

The approved development by
WSHC calls for 71 one-bedroom apart-
ments and one two-bedroom apart-
ment for a live-in caretaker. There will
be 41 parking spaces, with access to the
parking lot from both Cedar Street and
Third Avenue. The three-story build-
ing will be 36.5 feet from the first floor
to the top with a brick and stucco
façade.

WSHC is a not-for-profit corpora-
tion and currently owns and operates
two buildings on Boynton Avenue in
Westfield.

Jamie Marner

Financial Advisor

140 Central Avenue

908-518-5427

james.marner@mssb.com
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The most-talked-about improve-
ment, from all parties, was the new
elevator. The existing elevator can
only get to the second floor, and there
are programs on the third floor that
many senior citizens and disabled
individuals cannot reach.

In addition to presenting an incon-
venience to current members, the
existing elevator shaft is not large
enough to fit a gurney if emergency
crews were called to the scene, Mr.
Elsasser said.

The project will also provide an-
other means of exiting the ‘Y”s
swimming pool. Mr. Heinbokel said
during his final comments that “add-
ing additional ways of getting out is
vitally important,” especially dur-
ing highly trafficked swim meets.

He said the ‘Y’ is “currently inad-
equate” for coping with an emer-
gency, especially on the third floor.
There, he said, one would have to
walk across the roof to access an
outside stairway. In wet conditions
and/or cold weather he said it could
be dangerous.

Garwood resident Jim Puzzo said
there are members of the ‘Y’ who
are not able to take part in exercise
class on the third floor because they
would need an elevator to reach that
level.

Upgrades would present “a dra-
matic improvement” for these indi-
viduals.

“This will improve the quality of
life for hundreds of seniors,” who,

he said, “can’t take a set of steps for
granted anymore.” By approving the
application, the board was “saying
[it] believes in the health of the se-
nior community.”

Elaine Kolker, a senior, said she
“used to bound up the steps,” but the
49-year resident is now finding it
difficult. She said the ‘Y’ is an “as-
set” to the town and that she would
like to stay in Westfield. “Please,”
she told the board. “I’m looking
forward to the third floor.”

The board approved the plans con-
ditionally, with the understanding
that the applicant would meet with
town officials, namely Engineer Kris
McAloon and Planner Bill Drew, to
establish an improved drop-off zone.
Residents who live near the Clark
Street facility met in mid-February
with ‘Y’ representatives, who lis-
tened to their suggestions. There is a
concern that drop-offs are leading to
traffic back-up on Clark Street. The
applicant proposed a curb-cut con-
cept that eliminates three parking
spaces and replaces it with three
drop-off spots.

Board of Adjustment Attorney
Vince Loughlin said the board “ap-
preciated” the ‘Y”s efforts to be a
“cooperative neighbor.” However, he
said the drop-off area should be sepa-
rate from the improvement plan and
go through the proper channels.
Eventually, the mayor and council
would be involved to approve the
usage of the town right-of-way
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Board OK’s Y’s Plan

MS BOE Pleads with Public
Over School Busing Waivers

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Acting
Mountainside Board of Education Busi-
ness Administrator Daniel Saragnese
made an impassioned plea to the public at
Tuesday night’s BOE meeting regarding
the waiver of school busing by parents in
an effort to curtail expenditures

“I’ve been here with you
[Mountainside School District] now
going on two years. I’ve been through
every nook and cranny in this budget
many times over and this situation [the
transportation waiver program] sticks
out as something that must be resolved.”

Calling the public’s response “quite
disappointing and quite disconcerting,”
Mr. Saragnese explained how transpor-
tation costs would adversely affect next
year’s budget.

“Right now, with the way your buses
are running, your transportation cost per
pupil is in excess of $800. A district of
this size, if it wishes to maintain its
autonomy, cannot permit wasted expen-
ditures in their budget and expect to be
successful in the classroom,” Mr.
Saragnese said.

Mr. Saragnese continued, “If we are
not successful [with the waiver program],
the alternatives are to increase the tax
levy in excess of $97,000…or we take a
look at some budget modifications that
we really don’t want to make.”

As covered in last week’s edition of
The Westfield Leader, Mr. Saragnese pre-
viously stated that the district’s school
buses are only filled to 50 percent capac-
ity. Mr. Saragnese stated again this past
Tuesday evening that if those empty seats
were waived then two bus routes would
be eliminated saving the district approxi-
mately $100,000.

Mr. Saragnese revealed that only 14
waivers from students attending the
Deerfield School and six waivers from
students attending Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights have
been received in the district’s business
office. He stated the district would con-
tinue to make its position known to those
parents who can assist the district. “We
really need everybody’s cooperation. We
will communicate once again in some
form by the end of the week and we will
persist...until we have heard from as
many people as we possibly can,” Mr.
Saragnese said.

During the public participation sec-
tion of the meeting, Marilyn Berney of
Mountainside stated that parents have
some “hesitation” in giving up their
child’s seat due to the perceived uncer-
tain procedure of reclaiming that seat
should circumstances change.

Mr. Saragnese responded that there
should be no uncertainty with this issue.
“The packet that went home not only
included the waiver itself, but also an-
other document that could be utilized if
indeed there was a change in circum-
stance. The law provides that should the
need arise, it’s simply a matter of pre-
paring that second form and advising
the board that you need to have a resto-
ration of that right.”

In other news, the board unanimously
passed a resolution calling upon the State
Legislature “to distribute the state aid
for education to the school districts in
this state in a fair manner that is for the
equal benefit of all the people of this
state and not by means that are preju-
diced by the actions of special inter-
ests.”

As covered in last week’s edition of
The Leader, the Fair School Funding
Act is a bill that addresses this issue
directly. The bill was introduced in the
Senate last November and has been re-

ferred to the Senate Education Commit-
tee.

Several members of the board com-
mented on the resolution including Board
President James Ruban, Jr. “I think it’s
pretty self-explanatory that we’re in a
difficult situation. We have to search
every area of the budget for waste…and
we are constantly hanging on (and) wait-
ing to see how much state aid we’re
going to get back to see what the quality
of education is going to be for our
children…Distribution of aid just is not
working for districts such as ours,” Mr.
Ruban said.

The board, in conjunction with mem-
bers of the Mountainside Education Foun-
dation (MEF), the Parents Teachers As-
sociation (PTA) and other interested
members of the public, will present the
resolution to Senate Minority Leader
Thomas Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield) and/
or Assembly GOP Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield) in the coming weeks.
Details will be forthcoming on the
district’s website,
mountainsideschools.org.

The next BOE meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, March 27, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Beechwood School’s Susan O.
Collier Media Center.

Transit Village Study
Results Presented by NJT

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough and resi-
dents were presented with a conceptual
Transit Village plan from NJ Transit last
Wednesday. In 2010 NJ Transit com-
pleted a feasibility study to investigate
the potential for the borough to be desig-
nated a Transit Village.

“In the end it is my belief that it is a
path to assist us in redevelopment, make
better use with underutilized industrial
sites, and bring additional ratables in to
the town,” said former councilwoman
Kathy Villaggio, head of the Transit Vil-
lage Advisory Committee.

With manufacturing plants and other
industry occupying North and South
Avenues, Garwood was known as the
“past industrial capital of Union County,”
Planning Board Chairman Bob Pender
stated. The idea is to move Garwood out
of industry and into retail, as seen in
redevelopment of these sites in recent
history.

“Encouraging further development on
North and South Avenues is imperative
to keeping Garwood the independent mu-
nicipality it is and that we like,” said
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, who stated
she has received inquiries from develop-
ers interested in some of the vacant in-
dustrial sites in the borough. “One of the
things that would keep us independent,
unique and a good place to raise a family
would be redeveloping these areas.”

She echoed her state of the borough
address saying Garwood has “undiscov-
ered treasures” outside the boundaries of
North and South Avenues. The mayor
also said she had concerns with contami-
nation at the manufacturing sites and
how that would be handled in redevelop-
ment of those sites. “It would be a phe-
nomenal cost,” she said.

Part of the redevelopment would mean
adding higher density buildings, up to
four stories in height, within a half-mile
radius of the Garwood train depot, and
designed to take cues from the architec-
ture in the community, said Mike
DiGeronimo, planner and urban designer
for LRK in Princeton, during his presen-
tation.

To understand the likes and dislikes of
redevelopment from people in the bor-
ough, NJ Transit conducted a study, in-
terviewing stakeholders such as property
owners and residents, and also analyzed
market trends and demographics to get a
sense of the community.

As a result, Mr. DiGeronimo said, “The
success of The Mews project on North
Avenue has been very highly regarded.”

The borough does not want to see more
big box retail, but small scale commer-
cial, he said. As a planning standpoint he
recommended redevelopment step down
its intensity from the rail line toward
neighborhoods with single-family homes.

By being designated a transit village, it
would help the borough state its case that
it needs more train stops.

Planning board member and Transit
Village steering committee member Bill
Nierstedt told The Westfield Leader, “It’s
long overdue.” The borough would need
to add some 100 dedicated commuter
parking spaces to get interest from NJ
Transit to add more train stops. He said
the most need for added stops are during
the evening commute.

 “During peak commuting times, es-
pecially on the way home coming from
New York City to Newark, if they just
miss a train that goes to Garwood, they
(commuters) have to wait an hour,” steer-
ing committee member Mike Ferrara said.
“You could add two more times in the
evening hour and cut it to a half hour. It’s
the biggest issue with the train service out
of Newark.”

In 2009, 85 riders boarded the train in
Garwood on a weekday, said Mr.
DiGeronimo, which is considered low by
NJ Transit standards. There are opportu-
nities in the borough to increase rider-
ship, he said, with commuter lots in
Westfield and Cranford at capacity.

The parking would have to come from
a private lease, Mr. Nierstedt told The
Leader. Garwood Plaza on North Av-
enue, Garwood Mall and Casale Indus-
tries, both on South Avenue, are areas
that could have potential for dedicated
commuter spots, he said.

Last year, NJ Transit added four addi-
tional stops to the schedule. “What we
did in the interim was add train services
increases where we could given our con-
straints in the system today as a good

faith gesture… We will commit $100,000
of our own and the county came in and
said ‘we will give you $20,000 as part of
this effort,’” said Charles Latini, facili-
ties planner for NJ Transit.

Some residents stated their views on
redeveloping the area into a Transit Vil-
lage.

“Am I safe from this?” asked Ed
Schwartz, owner of Garwood Coins Inc.
and Jewelry Exchange, who has owned
the property for over 33 years. “The train
commuters are useless to business… They
haven’t spent a quarter in my store in 11
years.”

“I would have to disagree with com-
muters not shopping in town. Just over
the past two weeks, I picked up a pizza at
Milan Pizza, I got my hair done at Gia’s
because it’s across the street…I pick up
lunch meat at Al’s,” Mr. Ferrara said.

Resident Ann Palmer said, “I learned
at that time with the demolition of Franklin
School, some people in this town were
very attached to the actual bricks. With
this project, with some tearing down of
buildings…showing that to some people
in this town they are just going to put a
wall up and say no. It is going to be slow.
I wish you luck.” She said she saw a
transit village as a “positive” move.

Council President Keith Sluka said
this project could take as long as 20 years
to complete.

each apartment unit $100. Bills will
be sent out on or around May 15,
2012, and payments are due July 1,
2012. The fee is expected to generate
more than $1.3 million to offset the
town’s $3,548,584 bill from the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA), a nearly $250,000 increase
over last year. Mr. Gildea told the
council that the RVSA bill is the
“single-largest dollar increase in this
budget.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky noted that
he does not think the sewer bill will
be popular, but said of residents’ re-
actions, “I wouldn’t say they em-
brace it, but they understand it.”

For 2012, salaries and wages total
$15.7 million, which is down just
over 1 percent from last year, and
brings the line item to the same level
it was in 2005. Operations expenses
and debt service are up 4.77 percent
and 2.7 percent, respectively. The
town’s expenses for the pension sys-
tems for public employees and
firefighters decreased by $462,094
from 2011, and through a coopera-
tive buying program the town was
able to save $10,000 on utility ex-
penses.

The owner of an average assessed
home of $182,300 will see an in-
crease of $79 in the municipal tax
portion of his or her tax bill.

The full budget will be available on
the town’s website, westfieldnj.gov,
and residents are encouraged to e-
mail budget@westfieldnj.gov with
any questions or suggestions. A
PowerPoint presentation will be given
on the budget at next Tuesday’s pub-
lic council meeting.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins questioned a $240,000 drop
in fire department salaries and a
$41,224 rise in parking department
salaries. She told the council, “I
would much rather see a new
firefighter than a parking attendant.”

Mr. Gildea said that the salary
line item for the fire department
takes into account two retirements
that are anticipated for the year and
that the parking department rise
reflects the realization of a full

year’s salary for employees hired
last year. He added that the parking
department’s costs are covered by
fee collections. Mayor Skibitsky
added that parking enforcement
officers also contribute to public
safety by directing traffic, monitor-
ing crosswalks and dealing with
parking complaints all over town,
which frees up regular police offic-
ers for other jobs.

However, Mr. Gildea announced
that the town has applied for a
SAFER (Staffing for Adequate Fire
and Emergency Response) grant
from the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA). If ap-
proved, the town would be able to
hire four firefighters at no cost to
the town for two years. Mr. Gildea
said the governing body expects to
hear back from FEMA in Septem-
ber.

Additionally, Mr. Gildea said that
the town is applying for a grant from
the Cops More program through the
U.S. Department of Justice, and ex-
pects to hear back in the late summer
as to whether or not Westfield will
be approved. The town anticipates
hiring two new police officers if
approved for the grant.

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan added that as the
council’sPublic Safety Committee
chairwoman and a member of the
finance committee, she spoke with
both the fire and police chiefs and
that they both told her they would
love to have more employees but
that “we’re not compromising pub-
lic safety.” She also said she told
both chiefs that they are to let her
committee and the council know if
staffing levels reach a point where
public safety is compromised.

At the end of the meeting, the coun-
cil went into closed session to discuss
Sunnyside Senior Housing versus
Town of Westfield (a builders remedy
lawsuit), police and teamsters con-
tract negotiations and Historical Soci-
ety lease negotiations. On hand for the
closed session were special counsel
Robert Cockren and labor attorney
Frederick Danser, 3rd.
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million to earmark for roof repairs.
“[To take a piecemeal approach to fix-
ing roofs over 15 years] is just prob-
lematic when we see that the roofs are
really in need of repair. I think we
should consider floating a bond.” She
said parents, “When they realize that
roofs are leaking,” would understand
the board’s thought process.

Discussion of the roofs occurred af-
ter Mr. Yaniro detailed the facilities
portion of the roughly $95.4-million
2012-2013 budget. The buildings and
grounds budget will decrease $6,293.
Though operating expenses will jump
$88,707 this coming year, the district’s
energy costs will plummet $95,000.
Mr. Yaniro said the district purchases
its natural gas and electricity through
co-operatives with other districts and
has saved a considerable amount of
money by doing so.

The largest maintenance projects
scheduled for the upcoming school
year include replacing the boilers at
Franklin and McKinley Elementary
Schools, which he called “the worst
in the district,” at a cost of $796,000.
Other high-priced items include
HVAC upgrades, $322,000, replac-
ing a portion of Edison Intermediate
School’s windows, $293,500, and
renovating two Edison bathrooms,
$210,000.

The board also heard an update on
improvements to the high school’s dated
weight room. Supervisor of Athletics
Sandy Mamary said at the end of last
month, new strength and conditioning
equipment was being brought in, while
updated cardio machines will soon be
in place. Ms. Mamary said the plan
addresses “a very large need,” and in
the end, “all students will reap the
benefits.”

Steve Simcox, the project manager,
said, “abysmal is an understatement”
when describing the weight room. Last
updated in 1995, the room had “more
broken equipment than useable equip-
ment” and needed $150,000 in up-
grades. Through a series of public-
private partnerships, “we’re close to
getting what we sought five-plus
months ago,” he said.

Several students attended the meet-
ing to urge the board to make a contribu-
tion. Specifically, the students said simi-
lar attention must be paid to the Kehler
Field House, which features equipment
that is unusable and/or rusted.

Board member Jane Clancy said
the BOE’s facilities and finance com-
mittees would meet today to discuss
how best to contribute to the cause.
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