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McCOY PULLS DOWN 15 REBOUNDS, NETS 8 POINTS; McGOVERN 7 POINTS, MILLER HITS 6

GL Lady Highlanders Outlast Cougars for UCT Hoops Title
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stubborn defense may have
been one of the reasons that the
Union County Tournament cham-
pionship game between the top-
seeded Governor Livingston
Highlanders and the second-
seeded Cranford Cougars girls
basketball team was such a low-
scoring event at Kean University
in Union on February 26.

One thing for sure, the Lady
Cougars could never find their
rhythm offensively, and the Lady
Highlanders, who had some of-
fensive difficulties of their own,
held on to grab a 31-25 victory.

No Cougar managed to hit
double figures, but junior for-
ward Jess McCoy did lead her
team with eight points. Kaitlin
McGovern scored seven points,
Morgan Miller sank six points and
Jenna Goeller netted three points,
while Mairead McKeary added one
point. Additionally, the 22-4 Cou-
gars, who have been very pro-
ductive all season from beyond
the perimeter, hit only three
against the Highlanders, two from
McCoy and one from Miller.

“I think that once we started
missing, we got down on our-
selves, and that’s what com-
pletely destroyed any rhythm that
we could have gotten. I missed
my lay-up in the second half. It
kind of ruined everything else.
Then Morgan was a little off, and
Kaitlin was a little off. We all were
just off. We couldn’t pick our-
selves back up. It did come once
or twice, but it wasn’t enough to
keep us going for the rest of the
game,” McCoy said.

“Defensively, we did a very good
job. The problem was none of our

shots were falling. Had our shots
fell and we would have made our
first two lay-ups at the beginning
of the game, it would have been
a different story. Offensively, it
was not our night,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Dyer said.

Alyssa Polimeni led the 24-1
Highlanders with 15 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer. Mallory
George and Rebecca Johnson
each netted five points. Erin

Ferguson and Sam Dowling each
had three points.

The Cougars definitely held their
own defensively. McCoy pulled
down 15 rebounds and added a
pair of blocked shots, two steals
and a tipped ball that led to a
steal. Miller had three rebounds
and two blocked shots. McGovern
had two steals and a block.
Goeller (2 assists) had three
steals and two rebounds.

McKeary (2 assists) had a steal.
“Jess did an awesome job of

being in the right spot. She would
fly from half court and grab the
rebound. She was very, very
tough defensively for us,” Coach
Dyer said.

Controlling the boards against
the Highlanders, who had won
their first meeting, 42-38, early
in the season was key in the
Cougars’ 49-44 victory on Feb-

ruary 10, and the key once again
was defense.

“Especially against GL, because
they have Ferguson, who is a
really good post player. They
have a lot of big [girls]. Our main
thing is rebounding, and for me,
it is rebounding as well. Coming
into this game, we knew that was
going to be our main game. I am
proud that we did that well, but
we weren’t translating that into
points,” McCoy said.

The Cougars failed to find the
inside of the net early in the first
quarter, and the Highlanders
capitalized to grab a 6-0 lead.
With the score, 8-2, the Cougars
did find the mark with a 3-pointer
from McCoy. Goeller followed with
a pair of free throws, but the
Highlanders held a slim, 9-8, lead
entering the second quarter.

Traveling violations were ram-
pant by both teams, especially in
the second and third quarters.
McCoy nailed her second 3-pointer
and added a lay-up, but the High-
landers won the second quarter,
7-6, to take a 16-14 lead at the
half. With the choppy offense by
both teams, the Highlanders won
the third quarter 7-5.

GL increased its lead to 26-19
with 5:09 remaining. A spark of
hope came when McCoy stole the
ball, drove down court, but un-
fortunately, she missed the lay-
up. With 1:35 remaining, Miller
banged a 3-pointer to narrow
GL’s lead to four. The Highland-
ers put the ball predominantly
into Polimeni’s hands. The Cou-
gars had to resort to fouls, but
Polimeni hit three and Ferguson
sank the final two.
Cranford 8 6 5 6 25
Gov. Livingston 9 7 7 8 31

See story and photos

In The Westfield Leader newspaper
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING DOWN COURT…Cougar Jenna Goeller, No. 4, takes the ball down court in the Union County Championship
game against Governor Livingston at Kean University. See more photos – 12feb26-cr-gl-gball


