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Raiders Tufaro, Jacobs Capture Crowns at Region 3 Mat Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

a fall in 5:51.
“I rode him out. Put in a half

[nelson] at the end. He was show-
ing me the opportunity, so I took
it. I also did an opposite Navy
[ride],” Tufaro said.

Kania won by forfeit to face
Linden’s Sumir Burns for third
place. Burns won in 31 seconds.

After witnessing his teammate
earn the trip to AC, Tufaro got
even more determined and pulled
off a five-point reversal to near-
fall move to defeat Juwan Proc-
tor (Middlesex), 5-3, and earn
his own free ticket to AC.

“He was a very tough oppo-
nent. I got him on the mat. I
knew I had to get him from there,
because neither of us was taking
each other down. I got him with
a half. He pealed my hand, but I
got an arm bar with it. I pushed
down with my right arm and
pulled up with my left, and I
turned him over and got my three
back points,” he said.

“It’s great that we are both in

the room now and still going on
to states, because we will prac-
tice harder,” Jacobs said.

Opoku kept working on the bar-
rel roll early on in his quarterfinal
bout with Anthony DiRosa of
Watchung Hills (WH) and wound
up with a 7-2 decision.

“The last time I wrestled him,
he was stretching it out, so it was
a little tough to get at first. I kept
working on taking him down. He
was broken after the second pe-
riod,” Opoku said.

After dropping his semi bout
with Jorge Lopez (Delbarton –
Del), Opoku pinned Kyle
Robertson (Hanover Park – HP)
in 5:55 then scored four points in
the third period, which included
a single-leg takedown to defeat
Christian Signorelli (Parsippany
Hills – PH) to earn his trip to AC.

“I had to keep my composure.
My single was my go-to move. I
wanted it badly,” Opoku said.

After dropping a 7-3 decision to
Ryan Merkel (Roselle Park – RP),

Barber made his move on Cougar
Markovitch in the wrestlebacks
with a pair of takedowns, two
near-falls and a reversal to grab a
12-0, majority decision.

“I knew that I was better than

him on my feet. His only chance
to beat me was on top, but I got
out. I wanted to show him that he
was not beating me ever again,”
Barber said.

Barber’s next bout would be
against Dylan Painton (SoP), who
had defeated Raider Sean Can-
non, 3-1, in the quarterfinals.

“I am going to do what I do

right, and I am going to make it
to Atlantic City,” Barber predicted.

Barber went on to defeat
Painton, 5-0, only to face Cannon
for third place and a trip to AC.
Each competitor recorded an es-

cape, and with the score knotted,
1-1, late in the third period, Bar-
ber was hit with his second warn-
ing to give Cannon a 2-1 lead.
With four seconds remaining,
Barber shot for the takedown and
succeeded for a 3-2 victory.

“I was not stalling at all. We kept
going out of bounds, but I worked
through that. Time was running

out. I had to take him down to win,
and I did,” Barber said.

Christiano, seeded second at
170-lbs, had a little difficulty with
Union’s (U) Steve Gibki in the
first period, but he took care of

business and pinned him with a
half nelson in 2:33.

“They (Union) have great
coaching there now. Now they
are becoming technically sound,
so I wanted to get the first
takedown and control the match
from there. I was working my
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING CONTROL…Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, top, takes control of his 120-lb bout with Cougar Gavin Murray in
the Region 3 Tournament. Kalimtzis pinned Murray with a backdoor stack in 4:29.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET FREE…Raider Sean Cannon, top, needed to free his leg in
order to get a reversal on Dylan Painton (South Plainfield) in his 152-lb
quarterfinal bout. Painton held on and won, 3-1.
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