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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

DOWNTOWN JAZZ…Tuesday, July 3, is opening night for the 16th Anniver-
sary Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival, brought to you by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation. There will be four performances throughout the evening
on the streets of downtown Westfield. Music starts at 7 p.m., so bring the whole
family and enjoy a night of great music and fun. Kicking off the night will be the
Don Braden/Karl Latham Big Funk on Central Avenue. Bill Wurtzel Trio with
Ed Finkel and Jay Leonhart, Richard Reiter Swing Band, and Stringbean and the
Stalkers will also be opening this Tuesday.

“That’s My Boy”
Guilty, With an Explanation

2 and ½ popcorns

Premier Stages Presents
Handicapped People

RIALTO WESTFIELD…“Movie Night” is the latest limited edition print by
Ricardo Roig available at Evalyn Dunn Gallery in Westfield. It is one in a series
of 15 hand-cut screen prints from an edition of 18. They are $150 each.

Camp Programs Available at
Trailside for Students

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director Sean Anders’s “That’s My
Boy” has sent me into hiding, peer-
ing from the widow’s walk where,
family apocrypha has it, Great Aunt
Martha yelled “drat!” when she
sighted Great Uncle Melville return-
ing from sea. You see, I was observed
to laugh near convulsively at Adam
Sandler’s latest foray into bad taste,
and I fear reprisal.

Thus, it is only a matter of time
before I spot the indignant emissar-
ies from the Ladies League of Hu-
man Decency, followed by the ac-
creditation committee of the Evan-
gelical Conference of Film Critics,
coming to give me what for…with a
vengeance. I am guilty as charged. It
was only a matter of time. I’m tired of
running. It all began in childhood.

I might as well admit it now, as it’s
all bound to be dragged out at the
hearing, anyway. I loved Jerry Lewis.
Although the iconic wag, considered
an artistic genius in France, and so-
cially conservative, would rail at the con-
clusion, it is my thesis that Mr. Sandler is
his comic heir. Just subtract the latter’s
filth quotient, and you’ll spot the similar-
ity in shtick.

Both take us to a stage of behavior our
parents prayed we’d grow out of one day.
Lewis’s persona harks back to the aught
years. Showing slight progress, Sandler’s
multimillion dollar case of arrested de-
velopment nostalgically treats us to a
rerun of smirky adolescence, perhaps a
consolation for having that blankie ripped
away from us.

In this instance he is Donny Berger,
onetime hero of the supermarket rags
courtesy of a nationally exposed, illicit
relationship with his 8th grade math
teacher, Miss McGarricle (Eva Amurri
Martino). Skip forward about twenty-
five years since the scandalous impropri-
ety. Donny has spent all the money his
infamy brought, and the IRS is calling.

Adding insult to injury, the son that
emanated from the famed case of statu-
tory rape, now on the eve of his wedding,
has long disavowed any relation to his
dad. A successful hedge fund
wunderkind portrayed by Andy
Samberg, he has even changed his name,
to Todd Peterson. His lovely intended,
Jamie (Leighton Meester), is none the
wiser.

Well, you know what happens in the
movies when people about to be wed
under an assumed identity try to keep it
hush-hush. Yep, in a boorish variation
on the stunt Eris, the goddess of discord,
pulled, Dad shows up just before the

nuptials. But shh! He won’t upend Todd’s
big fib about being orphaned when
Mummy and Pater died in an accident.

Nope, Donny has other plans. He has
hatched a scurrilous deal with a reality
TV show honcho that’ll net him the
$43,000 Uncle Sam is demanding. So
he pretends to be Todd’s long lost best
friend. However, can he possibly help it
if, of course, he becomes an instant
favorite of the well wishers who have
gathered at Todd’s boss’ manse for the
festivities?

As expected, Donny is the catalyst for
the en masse lowering of inhibitions
among the attendees and the resultant
free-for-all that is unleashed. Attesting
that the raunchy farce fest, of which this
is a prime example, now provides the
laughs formerly supplied by the screw-
ball comedies of the 1930’s and ‘40s, it
also shares the same philosophical goals.

Stuffy convention, hypocrisy and de-
ception are torn asunder, the layers of
false piety peeled like a rotten onion
until everyone is pretty much shown for
what they are, and then some. This in-
cludes the obligatory bachelor party with
its truth serum-like effect. Very little is
sacred, testing both your grasp of the 1st
Amendment and your tolerance for smut.

The obscenities cause one to ponder
what is and is not acceptable. In all
fairness, there is a subjective scale that
weighs the source of the ribaldry.
Sandler’s stuff avoids the mean
spiritedness of some shock jocks, and
he’s at least in good company when he
revisits a niche of naughtiness that
wrought much wrath for the Pulitzer
Prize-winning Philip Roth.

But while there’ll be no plaudits for
belles-lettres here, David Caspe’s script
does exhibit more thought and creativ-
ity than is usually lavished on movies of
this caliber. If Damon Runyon took a
time machine to the present and decided
to go blue, his characters could very well
resemble the, uh, Runyonesque sorts
who help Mr. Sandler spew his mad-
ness.

That means a famous rapper (Vanilla
Ice) on the skids, a libidinal octogenar-
ian, a 200 pound pole dancer/confidante
named Champale, and a snarky brother
of the bride whose sexual proclivities
even libertine Donny Berger declares
“disgusting.” So, psst! “That’s My Boy”
is recommended, but only to the open
minded. Just don’t tell anyone I said so.

…
“That’s My Boy,” rated R, is a Colum-

bia Pictures release directed by Sean
Anders and stars Adam Sandler, Andy
Samberg and Leighton Meester. Run-
ning time: 114 minutes

UNION — Premiere Stages, the
professional theatre in residence at
Kean University, will present Kathryn
Grant’s Handicapped People in Their
Formal Attire from July 12 – 29.

This provocative new play takes
place in 1968 at a black tie fundraiser
for people with disabilities. The hon-
oree is Agnes Sheenan, a quadriple-
gic, who is escorted by her able-
bodied sister, Theresa. The siblings
make the most of the celebration un-
til unforeseen events force them to
examine how fragile the bond is be-
tween them.

“The title dates the play to a spe-
cific time – the 1960s, when the term
‘handicapped people’ was politically
correct,” said John Wooten, Premiere
Stages’ producing artistic director.
“But the theme of the play is timeless,
a testament to those who refuse to
yield to labels or limitations. The play-
wright has infused a great deal of
humor into this moving story about
the true meaning of sacrifice.”

The cast of Handicapped People in
Their Formal Attire features Rachel
Pickup as Agnes and Lori Hammel as
Theresa. Pickup is a British theatre,
film and television actress, who per-
formed off-Broadway last season in
Dancing at Lughnasa at Irish Reper-
tory Theatre. Hammel has appeared
on television’s “30 Rock,” “As the
World Turns” and the “Today Show”
and in the Coen brother’s feature film
“Burn After Reading.”

A diverse group of actors (those
with disabilities and those without)
comprise the rest of the company,
including David Harrell, Ed Setrakian,
John McGinty and Roland Sands.
Harrell, an actor who uses a prosthetic
device was nominated for a New York
Innovative Theatre Award for Out-
standing Solo Performance for his play
A Little Potato and Hard to Peel.

Ed Setrakian appeared on Broad-
way in Salome (with Al Pacino), Al-
most an Eagle, Days in the Trees and
Saint Joan. John McGinty, an actor
who is deaf performed in Robin Hood
with Cleveland Sign Stage Theatre
and Pippin with Mark Taper Forum/
Deaf West. A recent graduate from
Northeastern University, he’s per-
formed with National Theatre of the
Deaf, in film and on television. Roland
Sands is a veteran actor seen on Broad-
way, off-Broadway, regionally, on tele-
vision and in films that include
“Ghost,” “Cotton Club” and “Do the
Right Thing.”

Mr. Wooten directs Handicapped
People in Their Formal Attire, the win-
ner of Premiere Stages 2012 Play Fes-
tival, a regional competition for new

scripts. In 2010, Premiere produced
the first professional production of
Grant’s The Good Counselor after the
script won the Festival. The play was
subsequently awarded the runner up
for the Steinberg/American Theatre
Critics Association Best New Play
Award and is being distributed by
Samuel French, a national publisher
of plays and musicals.

Plays cited by the American The-
atre Critics Association for the 2012
prestigious Francesa Primus Prize
were both first produced by Premiere
Stages: Tammy Ryan’s Lost Boy Found
in Whole Foods (2012 Primus Win-
ner) and Dominique Morisseau’s Fol-
low Me to Nellie’s (2012 Primus Run-
ner-up). They are representative of a
long list of playwrights Mr. Wooten
has developed at Premiere who have
gone on to be subsequently produced
and published. The success of the Pre-
miere Stages Play Festival has led to
new funding in 2012 from The Shubert
Foundation, The New Jersey Histori-
cal Commission, The National Sci-
ence Foundation and The Provident
Bank Foundation.

Handicapped People in Their For-
mal Attire runs Thursdays and Fridays
at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 3 and 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 3 p.m. Tickets are $30
standard, $20 senior citizen and $15
student. Significant discounts for
groups of 10 or more apply. All perfor-
mances take place on the Kean Uni-
versity campus, located at 1000 Mor-
ris Avenue in the Zella Fry Theatre of
the Vaughn Eames Fine Arts Building.
To make reservations call Kean Box
Office at (908) 737.SHOW (7469) or
visit www.kean.edu/premierestages.

Premiere Stages offers air-condi-
tioned facilities and free parking close
to the fully accessible spaces. Free or
discounted tickets to patrons with dis-
abilities are available. Please call for a
list of sign-interpreted, audio-de-
scribed or open-captioned perfor-
mances. Assistive listening devices and
large print programs are available upon
request. Publications in alternate forms
are available with advanced notice.

Premiere Stages is made possible in
part through funding from The New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, The
Shubert Foundation, The Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation, The Provident
Bank Foundation, The Northfield
Bank Foundation, The Westfield Foun-
dation, The New Jersey Theatre Alli-
ance, The New Jersey Historical Com-
mission, The National Science Foun-
dation and through the generous sup-
port of individual patrons. For fur-
ther information, call Premiere Stages
at (908) 737-4092.

Poets Share Discoveries in
EXIT 13 Magazine

FANWOOD – Exploration, discov-
ery and testament are themes in the
new issue of EXIT 13 Magazine, an
annual poetry journal that is pub-
lished in Fanwood.

“Each poet in this issue returns
from an adventure and shares a dis-
covery with the reader,” said Tom
Plante, who has published EXIT 13
Magazine since 1988. “The journeys
of all the contributors produce poems
with a geographic point of view that
is particularly welcome in EXIT 13
Magazine.”

The poets re-live their experiences
in all sorts of places while they focus
on how we live. Some special locales
in this new issue include Palisades
Park, Echo Lake, Trader Joe’s, the
Molly Pitcher rest stop, Cape May,
the Lone Star Café, Cape Cod, the
Appalachian Trail, Edinburgh Castle,
and the Swiss Alps.

The 18th issue of EXIT 13 Maga-
zine includes 50 poets and several
photographers, including 22 New
Jerseyans. Among the Garden State
poets are: Adele Kenny, the Poet Lau-
reate of Fanwood; Carol Nolde of
Westfield; Deborah Gerrish of New
Providence; Carole Stone of Verona;
Jessica de Koninck of Montclair; Paul
Sohar of Warren; Dorothy
McLaughlin of Somerset; Kathe
Palka of Flemington; Nancy Scott of
Lawrenceville; Joel Lewis of
Hoboken; D.E. Steward of Princeton;
Lavinia Kumar of Plainsboro; Jim
Gwyn of Clifton; Gail Gerwin of
Morristown; Anna Evans of
Hainesport; Barbara Daniels of
Sicklerville; Jim Berkheiser of
Vernon; John Smith of Frenchtown;
Dave Worrell of Cherry Hill; Ellen

June Wright of Hackensack; Sander
Zulauf of Andover and Tom Plante
of Fanwood.

Among the poets from other states
are A.D. Winans, Elizabeth Swados,
Ed Galing, Lyn Lifshin, Kyle Laws,
Ruth Moon Kempher, Nathan Whit-
ing, Randy Fingland, Dudley
Laufman, and B.Z. Niditch.

EXIT 13 Magazine features poets
of all ages, writing styles and de-
grees of experience. The emphasis
is on geography, travel, adventure
and the fertile ground of the imagi-
nation. It is a travelogue in poetry, a
reflection of the world we see, and a
chronicle of the people we meet
along the way.

Editor Tom Plante named the
magazine after the Elizabeth exit off
the New Jersey Turnpike. He has
assembled EXIT 13 Magazine in
Fanwood since 1988, the year that
he and his wife moved out of the
Elmora section of Elizabeth. The po-
etry journal features snapshots of Exit
13 road signs contributed by corre-
spondents. Mr. Plante sends a copy of
the magazine to each photographer
whose work is published.

EXIT 13 Magazine is available for
$9 from EXIT 13 Magazine, PO Box
423, Fanwood, NJ 07023. EXIT 13 is
included in library collections at
Rutgers University, Somerset County
Library, Brown University, the Uni-
versity at Buffalo, University of Wis-
consin-Madison, and the New York
Public Library.

For more information, contact Tom
Plante by email at
Exit13magazine@yahoo.com. Poetry
submissions by email should be typed
into the body of the email.

EXIT 13...Poets Sander Zulauf, left, and Tom Plante re-live their experiences in
all sorts of places while focusing on how people live in poems included in Exit 13
Magazine.

Family Fun and Flix Begins
July 10 at Warinanco Park

UNION COUNTY- The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal are happy to
announce the schedule of “Family
Fun and Flix” – the free summer
entertainment and film series on Tues-
day evenings that gives families a
chance to enjoy an outdoor activity
and catch a movie under the stars in a
Union County park.

Come to Warinanco Park, on the
border of Elizabeth and Roselle, on
Tuesday, July 10, at 7:30 p.m. when
naturalists from Trailside Nature and
Science Center will display some of
the natural wonders found in Union
County’s Watchung Reservation.
Then sit back at dusk and watch as a
clumsy panda and his friends learn
how to protect the Valley of Peace, in
the 2011 animated action comedy
film, “Kung Fu Panda 2,” featuring
the voices of Jack Black, Dustin
Hoffman, Angelina Jolie, Michelle
Yeoh and Gary Oldman.

The other dates and locations for
this summer’s Family Fun and Flix

are:
Tuesday, July 17, at Warinanco

Park: The Trailside Ecovan will dis-
play natural artifacts before the show-
ing of the animated musical adven-
ture, “Happy Feet Two.”

Tuesday, July 24, at Warinanco
Park: The Trailside Ecovan will dis-
play pelts, gemstones and other natu-
ral wonders before the animated ac-
tion comedy, “Puss in Boots.”

Tuesday, August 7, at Meisel Park
in Springfield: Take part in National
Night Out, starting at 6 p.m., before
viewing the concert film, “Justin
Bieber: Never Say Never.”

Tuesday, August 14, at Conant Park
in Hillside: The Trailside Ecovan will
feature a program about reptiles, be-
fore the animated action comedy spy
film, “Cars 2.”

All movies start at dusk, weather
permitting. For more information, call
the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal at
(908) 527-4900. For program and
rain information call (908) 558-4079
after 3 p.m. on the day of the show.

BLUE RIBBON…Marjorie Picard of Scotch Plains won a blue ribbon in the
annual Union County Senior Art Show for her pastel “Summit Arboretum.” The
picture was based on a photograph, which she took at the Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum. This is her second pastel to win a blue ribbon in the Senior Art Show. She
has sold several pieces of artwork of local pastoral scenes. Her pastel and other
artists’ work will be exhibited at the Elizabethtown Gas Company on Morris
Avenue in Union until July 15, at which time the blue ribbon winners’ work will
be put on display at the Freeholders Gallery in the Elizabethtown Plaza in
Elizabeth until August 21.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal want to make
parents aware that limited space re-
mains in Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center’s popular summer camp
program for students entering the 5th
and 6th grades. The fee for each
weekly half-day camp is $135 per
child for residents of Union County
and $165 for non-county residents.

“Backwoods Lore,” offered the
week of July 9-13 from 1 to 4 p.m.,
introduces students to the history and
life of the American pioneer; what it
was like to live when each day brought
new challenges for survival. Camp-
ers learn to identify wild edible plants,
make an emergency shelter, build a
campfire, follow a course with a map
and compass, and track local mam-
mals.

During the weeks of July 30 - Au-
gust 3 and August 6-10 from 1 to 4
p.m., students can take an in-depth
look into the animal kingdom in “All
about Animals.” Campers will learn
about mammals, reptiles, fish, birds
and insects. They will have the op-
portunity to meet live animals in the
care of the Trailside facility, includ-
ing snakes, turtles, frogs and fish.

During the week-long camp, partici-
pants also will hike various areas of
the Reservation and use binoculars,
sweep nets, dip nets and field guides
to identify varieties of wildlife inhab-
iting the Watchung Reservation.

“Kids for Conservation,” offered
July 23-27 from 1 to 4 p.m. and
August 6-10 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon,
explores ways we depend on nature
each day and discover benefits of
renewable energy sources. Campers
will experiment with solutions to
clean our waterways and will hike to
Lake Surprise to take part in water
sampling activities. They will make a
solar cooker, tie-dye a t-shirt and
engage in fun-filled activities that
demonstrate the importance of en-
ergy conservation. This camp also
will teach ways of living a greener
lifestyle that will keep the Earth
healthy.

For information about any of these
summer camp programs or any other
upcoming programs and events at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
www.ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located
at 452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Scotch Plains Cultural Arts
Concerts Begin July 12

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Township
of Scotch Plains and Cultural Arts
Committee are pleased to announce
the acts for the upcoming 2012 Cul-
tural Arts Concert Series.

The series will begin on Thursday,
July 12, with a performance by Asbury
Fever, a Bruce Springsteen cover band
and will continue on Thursday nights,
with the exception of Tuesday, August
7, for National Night Out, concluding
on August 16 with performances by
RB Express and the Dell Angels.

Each evening will feature a
children’s act beginning at approxi-
mately 6:30 p.m., followed by a musi-
cal performance.

The acts for each are as follows:
Thursday, July 12 – Asbury Fever –
Bruce Springsteen Tribute; Thursday,
July 19 – Funktion 11 – Party Band
(Hits from the 70s through today);
Thursday, July 26 – McLean Avenue

Band – Irish Rock; Thursday, August
2 – The Jersey Four – Frank Valli
Tribute; Tuesday, August 7 – (Na-
tional Night Out – Act TBA); Thurs-
day,  August 16 – RB Express and the
Dell Angels – Doo-wop.

All performances, including the
National Night Out festivities will take
place at the Alan Augustine Village
Green, located adjacent to the Mu-
nicipal Building at 430 Park Avenue.

Sponsorships are available for the
2012 Concert Series for those who are
interested. Benefits to sponsoring in-
clude visibility during concerts in our
VIP area, potential signage during
concert activities as well as featured
within print material.

For questions and information on
the series, or becoming a sponsor,
contact the Scotch Plains Parks and
Recreation Department at (908) 322-
6700 ext. 223.


