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Union County Dispatch Services
Expand to Fill The Void

Al Mirabella

WESTFIELD — Union County’s
Communications Center has begun
providing emergency dispatch ser-
vices for more municipalities, under
a shared services initiative. The new
arrangement is designed to help first
responders in the Union
County area continue to op-
erate efficiently and effec-
tively within the context of
tight local budgets.

“This shared services pro-
gram brings Union County’s
state of the art technology
and experienced personnel
to municipalities that would
find it difficult if not impos-
sible to marshal these re-
sources on their own,” Union County
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said. “The Freeholder
Board is very pleased that more resi-
dents will be served by the Commu-
nications Center.”

The initiative began in 2010, when
Fanwood entered into a shared ser-
vices agreement with Union County
to have its police, fire and emer-
gency medical service (EMS) calls
routed through the Union County
Communications Center.

Earlier this year, Roselle, Spring-
field and Hillside entered similar
agreements to have their fire and
EMS calls routed to the Communi-
cations Center, and the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad contracted with the
County for emergency medical dis-
patch services.

Recently, the County
Communication’s Center assumed
dispatch responsibilities for two

paramedic units operated by Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital
at Rahway, along with Roselle Park’s
Fire Department and EMS. In addi-
tion, the county will be providing
emergency medical dispatch to the

Township of South Orange.
Some of these new clients

previously had their emer-
gency calls routed through
the CENCOM dispatch cen-
ter at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit.
CENCOM is in the process
of transferring its services
to a dispatch center located
in southern New Jersey.

“We offered an alternative
and we found that, aside from

any bottom line savings, our local
officials appreciate the peace of mind
that comes from having a dispatch
facility located right here in Union
County,” Freeholder Mirabella said.

“The Union County area is a very
complex, challenging environment
for emergency response, and we be-
lieve that dispatchers who are fo-
cused primarily on our local condi-
tions will achieve the best possible
outcomes,” said Andrew Moran, di-
rector of the Union County Depart-
ment of Public Safety.

The Union County Communica-
tions Center is located in the Ralph
J. Froehlich Public Safety Building
at 300 North Avenue East, in
Westfield.

Master Gardeners Thank Community
For Support of Spring Fair

By Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
2012-04-27 Archive EXPANDING 9-1-1...This newspaper was given a tour of the
Union County dispatch center on North Avenue in Westfield on April 27 by
Andrew Moran, Union County public safety director. Pictured above, dispatch-
ers man one of the sophisticated communication stations that serves Fanwood, as
well as the county police including HAZMAT and EMS. The center is being
expanded to handle additional towns.

NJ Restaurant Assoc. Is Frosty Over
Proposed Brew Pubs Amendment

Letters to the Editor

The Master Gardeners (MG) of
Union County would like to thank
the local community for their support
during our Spring Garden Fair and
Plant Sale this past May. This is our
only major fundraiser of the year,
and the funds we raise enable us to
offer horticulture programs to nurs-
ing homes, schools, and other com-
munity organizations, to grow fresh
vegetables in our “Sharing Garden”
for distribution to shelters, commu-
nity food banks and soup kitchens, to
provide MG speakers on gardening
topics, and to grant annual awards to
horticulture students at Union County
College, Union County Vocational
Technical School and for 4-H gar-
dening activities with children.

We would also like to thank the
following individuals and nurseries
for their support of our fair: Amberg
Perennial Farm & Garden Center,
Bartell Farm & Garden Supply,
Dreyer Farms, Williams Nursery,
Whole Foods Market Vauxhall-
Millburn, Trader Joe’s Westfield,
ShopRite Garwood, Stop & Shop
Westfield, and the Union County

Freeholders, the Union County Dept.
of Parks and Community Renewal,
the Union County Police Department,
Union County Bureau of Mosquito
Control, the 4-H Master Tree Stew-
ard Volunteers and Trailside Science
and Nature Center.

New Jersey Master Gardeners are
trained volunteers who assist Rutgers
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment
Station (NJAES) Cooperative Exten-
sion in its mission to deliver horticul-
ture programs and information to the
general public. Anyone with an inter-
est in gardening and a commitment
to volunteer service can become a
Master Gardener. No previous edu-
cation or training in horticulture is
required. A new Master Gardener
class is starting this fall at the Union
County RCE office in Westfield. Con-
tact Judi Laganga at (908) 654-9854
for an application or see
mastergardeners-uc.org for more in-
formation.

Joanne Krueger
Scotch Plains

Master Gardener
Chair, Spring Garden Fair

On behalf of the New Jersey Res-
taurant Association (NJRA) repre-
senting over 25,000 eating and drink-
ing establishments, we support state
Assembly efforts to help small brew-
eries sell their products. However,
the proposed amendment permitting
breweries to have a cash bar at the
end of their tours leaves us frostier
than the beer! Throw in a little “free”
food and we see breweries growing
into open “beer gardens” that will
undermine the value of our liquor
licenses.

We favor beer samplings as part of
a flat fee brewery tour, but a cash bar
should require a liquor license as it
always has. New Jersey restaurants
have paid dearly for their liquor li-
censes, in some cases over a million
dollars, and it’s not fair to undercut
those who have properly paid for this
privilege.

Currently, breweries are not al-
lowed to have cash bars, and we think
this works well for all concerned.
Can we imagine the Budweiser brew-
ery in Newark having a cash bar at the
end of their tour? We think not.

The NJRA urges the state Assem-
bly to support our position and pro-

hibit the “on premise” sale and con-
sumption of alcohol at breweries, and
we’re asking our members to do the
same.

In short, we are all for the expan-
sion of a presently very vibrant busi-
ness model for micro-brews and brew
pubs. But any relaxation of Title 33
as it relates to retail consumption or
the cash sale of alcohol should re-
main as it has in this state for many
years with great success.

Jack Koumbis, Chairman
NJ Restaurant Association

DEMS, GOP Spat Over Status of
New Jersey Budget Discussions
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TRENTON – The following are
excerpts from comments released by
the Governor’s Office and members
of the state Legislature concerning
the proposed $31.7-billion state bud-
get, which is due July 1.

Governor Chris Christie (R): “With
today’s (Monday, June 25) budget,
Corzine Democrats reversed course
and sent a loud and clear
signal that they want to go
back to the eight years prior
to my administration when
taxes and fees were raised
every 25 days. After two
years without raising taxes,
the only way to feed the
Corzine Democrats’ obsession is to
hold tax relief hostage. I will not
allow New Jersey to go back to the
same failed policies that nearly put
our state over a fiscal cliff. Tax relief
for our hardworking families is long
overdue and that is exactly what I
will continue fighting for.”

Senator Barbara Buono (D-18,
Metuchen): “None of us can be truly
satisfied with this budget process, a
process defined by a Gov-
ernor who refused to nego-
tiate a credible economic
plan, one that requires both
sides to come together and
engage one another. All the
threatening, hostile and in-
flammatory comments do
is escalate tensions rather than de-
fuse them... Drawing a line in the
sand and digging in your heels over a
completely irresponsible tax cut is
not leadership. The Governor remains
stubbornly delusional, and sadly,
that’s been reflected in this budget
process. His refusal to negotiate this
most important of documents defined
this budget process, defines his ad-
ministration and should not be some-
thing to crow about in town hall meet-
ings.”

Sen. Tom Kean
Senate Republican Leader Tom

Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield): “For
months, we were told by the (Demo-
cratic) Majority members of this body
(Legislature) that the Governor’s rev-
enue estimates were too optimistic;
that there might be an $800-million
hole in the budget between this year
and next year. Yet the Democrats try
to solve that problem not by im-

pounding the entirety of what they
believe the shortfall to be, but only by
impounding the $180 million that
would go to cut taxes for New Jersey
residents. The remainder of those
funds they are happy to spend on
government…Rather than prioritize
tax relief, the Democrats used the
opportunity to play politics with the

first broad-based tax relief
New Jerseyans would have
seen in almost two decades
while being all too eager to
spend money elsewhere.”

Assembly Budget Chair-
man Vincent Prieto (D-32,
Secaucus) commenting on

the Democratic-sponsored budget,
legislation S-2013 and A-3200, which
passed both houses along party lines
on Monday: “This is a fiscally re-
sponsible plan that continues our ef-
fort to build a strong foundation to
reinvigorate our economy. This must
be a priority, considering New Jersey
ranked 47th last year in the nation in
economic output. We all support tax
cuts, but tax cuts must be focused on

property tax relief and they
must be ones we can af-
ford. Irresponsible Repub-
lican tax cuts have helped
create the economic mo-
rass we face in this state
and nation, and we are not
going to make their same

mistake. Through this budget plan,
we are going to live within our means
and provide vital programs for
middle-class New Jersey. We are go-
ing to be responsible. We are going to
focus on property tax relief. And we
are going to ensure tax relief is done
properly. New Jersey taxpayers de-
serve nothing less.”

Asm. Jon Bramnick
Assembly Republican Leader Jon

Bramnick (R-21, Westfield): “It is
time to finish the job of reforming
government and provide all taxpay-
ers with relief. Unfortunately, the
Democrat-sponsored budget resorts
to their familiar tax increase strategy,
which is a proven job-killer. It is easy
to book a ticket to Florida, and thanks
to the Democrats’ 115 tax increases,
many of our residents have already
left.

Just like last year, the Corzine
Democrats are sending a budget to
the governor that will be scrutinized
line by line. They shouldn’t be sur-
prised to see that Governor Christie
will keep his word and fight to pro-
vide the relief he promised.

The Democrats need to realize
that the Corzine era of government
is finished and get with the new
program.”
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