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HOLLYWOOD HERE WE COME…Brigid and Greg Ryan, Jr. of Westfield
traveled with The Westfield Leader to Beverly Hills, Calif. Brigid is currently in
Los Angeles on an internship, while Greg is there as an events manager for a
company based out of New York.

BUENO...Frank,  Alison, Gail  and Wyatt Smith of Westfield enjoy The Westfield
Leader, as well as the sights  in Florence, Italy with Brunelleschi’s Duomo behind
them.

works by the Garden State Fire-
works Company of Millington. A
donation of $5 per person will be
collected at the gates, although chil-
dren under 2 will be admitted for
free.

Summit
Summit’s 65th annual Fourth of

July celebration will be highlighted
by a Cameos concert and fireworks
display at Soldiers Memorial Field
on Ashland Road. The daylong cel-
ebration will begin with a flag-rais-
ing ceremony at 9:45 a.m. followed
by a children’s decorated bicycle
parade, a Polka Dot children’s con-
cert and rides and amusements. The
Kootz will perform in concert from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., with The Cam-
eos concert at 7:45 p.m. Fireworks
are scheduled for 9:15 p.m. In case
of rain, the fireworks display will
be held the next clear night at Me-
morial Field.

Clark
Clark Township will hold its an-

nual Independence Day fireworks
show at 9 p.m. at the Arthur L.
Johnson High School field.

Saturday, July 7
Plainfield

The city’s Independence Day cel-
ebration will kick off with the 89th
annual parade, which this year is
being called “Returning Heroes
Day” in honor of Iraq and Afghani-
stan returnees and veterans. The
parade, which will start at 10 a.m.,
will follow along Leland Avenue
and East Front Street before ending
at noon at Madison Avenue and
West Front Street.

Also featured will be a custom
car and bike show beginning at 1:30
p.m. at Cedar Brook Park, followed
by a 5:30 p.m. concert featuring
R&B artists Howard Hewett and
Alicia Myers. A fireworks display
will be held at 10 p.m.
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special master, Elizabeth
MacKenzie, has issued a prelimi-
nary report detailing Cranford’s af-
fordable housing obligations, a re-
port that is available on the
township’s website. A significant
number of the Birchwood Avenue
development’s housing stocks will
be earmarked to satisfy the
township’s affordable housing obli-
gations.

Several residents at Tuesday’s
committee meeting questioned Mr.
Morin and committee members
about the minutiae of the litigation
while also speaking about the threat
of additional flooding if the devel-
opment moves forward. The state
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) has to approve vari-
ous environmental permits for the
development, and Mayor David
Robinson said his goal is to have the
DEP hold the hearing on those per-
mits in Cranford so that residents
can attend and voice their concerns.

In other business, the committee
introduced its 2012 capital budget,
which amounts to $1,361,800 for
several projects, according to
Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins. He
said $280,000 in radio upgrades for
the police department will be funded
by the capital budget, along with
$265,000 earmarked for sewer re-
pairs, $280,000 for resurfacing of
several streets, a replacement street
sweeper and de-silting efforts in the
Rahway River. The public hearing
and final vote will be held on Tues-
day, July 17.

The committee gave final approval
to an $830,000 bond ordinance that
Mr. Kalnins said would be used for
two projects — the reconstruction
of the North Avenue train station
entrance and the resurfacing of West
End Street and Holly Street. Both
projects will be financed mainly with
state Department of Transportation
grants, he said, with the bond ordi-
nance funds being earmarked pri-
marily for engineering work.

Mayor Robinson, noting that he
was “recognizing yet another state
championship” for a school athletic
team, issued a proclamation con-
gratulating the 2012 Cranford High
School Cougars varsity baseball
team, which won the state champi-
onship on June 9 against Freehold.
Coach Dennis McCaffrey thanked
the parents, the board of education,
the community and the players, cit-
ing their “hard work and commit-
ment” that helped “make this a real-
ity.” Team players and coaches came
to the dais to receive individual cer-

tificates of recognition from the
mayor.

Deputy Mayor Kalnins reminded
residents that despite some rumors
to the contrary, the fireworks dis-
play will be held at Nomahegan park
on Wednesday, July 4. He said that
the county government will be fund-
ing $4,000 of the costs of the show,
as well as providing police and clean-
up services.
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She has been in the accounting pro-
fession since 1986, holding a license to
be a public school accountant as well as
a registered school business adminis-
trator. It was reported that Ms. Sullivan
holds certifications as a chief school
administrator and principal supervisor.

The interview team for the position
included Ms. Dolan, Human Resources
Specialist Barbara Ball, Assistant Su-
perintendent of Curriculum Paul
Piniero, Tamaques School Principal
Michael Cullen, Maintenance Super-
visor Michael Morris and BOE mem-
bers Richard Mattessich, Mark Fried-
man and Mitch Slater.

Superintendent Dolan commented
that Ms. Sullivan “has a proven record
as a business administrator in a good
sized school district, is experienced in
all aspects of the position and comes to
us with strong recommendations.”

In addition, Ms. Dolan commented
on the retirement of Mr. Yaniro stating,
“This was the sixth school district that
our interim business administrator
worked for and helped over the years

and he came to us at a very crucial time.
I want to thank him for his hard work
and say that he gained the respect of
everyone in the district.”

Mr. Yaniro commented, “I want to
thank you for giving me the opportu-
nity to work for such a great district.”

Mr. Yaniro came to Westfield two
years ago after former engineer, Ken-
neth Disko, along with members of
local construction companies and Mr.
Berman had been charged with bid
rigging and accepting bribes for work
awarded.

In other business, the BOE, in a 6-1
vote, approved a two-year contract
between the BOE and the Westfield
Association of Administrators and Su-
pervisors (WASS) affective July 1,
2012 through June 30, 2014. The con-
tract includes a salary increase in in-
crements of 1.9 percent for each year.
In addition, all administrators will be
contributing a greater share of their
insurance costs.

BOE Vice-President David Finn,
chairman of the board’s negotiating

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CONGRATULATIONS!...Westfield Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
congratulates a graduate after she received her diploma during Thursday’s
commencement.

team, said, “There were three main
goals that our team had for these nego-
tiations. One was to remain under the
(state’s) 2 percent cap. The second was
to provide quality but cost effective
medical benefits. The third was to re-
move the employees from the very
costly indemnity (health insurance)
plan. We did all three of these things.”

“I am extremely pleased with our
progress and that negotiations were
completed in a positive and timely
manner, resulting in fairness to our
employees and demonstrating fiscal
responsibility to taxpayers,” Mr. Finn
added.

Mr. Slater, the only no vote on the
contract, read a prepared statement
explaining his vote.

“When I ran for office two years ago
I made a pledge that I would only
support the next round of contracts if
they included at a minimum one-year
wage freeze to better reflect the current
economic conditions and to help drown-
ing taxpayers catch their breath. I be-
lieve that this contract was fairly nego-

tiated and I have nothing but praise for
every one of or supervisors, and princi-
pals and educators in our town. This
particular group’s work ethic is best in
class — that is not the issue.

“I think if you talked to the majority
of folks outside this room in Westfield
you will find very few have had wage
increases in months, or even the last
decade. Many have struggled and are
still struggling to find work. Unem-
ployment in New Jersey is higher than
the national average and home prices in
Westfield continue to be flat to down
over the past few years. To those people,
who I believe I represent, a one year
wage freeze probably seems reason-
able,” Mr. Finn concluded.

BOE President Richard Mattessich
and Board member Gretchan Ohlig
were both absent from the meeting.

Board of Education members serv-
ing on the team included Mr. Finn, Mr.
Slater, Ann Cary and Ginny Leiz.

Mrs. Leiz said she was disappointed
not all members of the negotiating team
were in support of the contract.

The next BOE meeting is set for
Tuesday, August 28, at 8 p.m. in the
administration building at 302 Elm
Street. There are no meetings in July.
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Westfield Board of Education
(MEA).

“We want to make it factually clear
that this board has made generous
offers to the MEA. It’s been said and
signs are around the town ‘Settle Now.’
Well this board has made perhaps the
most generous offers that a
Mountainside Board of Education has
made in recognizable past,” he said.

Mr. Minks said the MEA missed
several contract negotiation meet-
ings in March and May and were, by
its own admission, “unprepared and
unwilling to participate” in the fact-
finding session of the most recent
meeting in June.

Mr. Minks also stated that the MEA
informed the board that it “remain(s)
unprepared” and cannot meet at the
scheduled July meeting.

Mr. Minks continued, “The
Mountainside board has conducted
its negotiations in the utmost of good
faith and has refused to enter into
public debate. We do not want to
alienate our staff members. We do
not want to punish our teachers. We
simply want to achieve the most fair,
reasonable and equitable solution
possible.”

Mr. Minks’ entire statement can

be viewed on the district’s website,
located at mountainsideschools.org.

In other news, several students
were recognized for various note-
worthy accomplishments.

Allison Post, a student at Deerfield
School, was honored for her pho-
tography submission in the Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA) Reflec-
tions Program.

PTA Co-President Venessa Rittman
addressed the board regarding
Allison’s achievement. “The PTA
Reflections Program is a national
program. It’s one of the largest stu-
dent art recognition programs in the
country and each year hundreds of
thousands of students
participate…Students can submit
works in six different areas but some
of them are dance choreography, pho-
tography and visual arts,” she stated.

Ms. Rittman continued, “This is
Allie’s second year that she’s won at
the county level for her age group
and last year Allison won at the county
level for her literature submission.”

Ms. Lubarsky then acknowledged
and addressed the Deerfield School’s
girls’ softball team, some members
of which were in attendance. “We
want to really recognize the out-
standing achievement by our girls’
softball team tonight because of their
undefeated season under the expert
coaching of Ms. Lauren Rosenhaft,”
she said. “We think this is a wonder-
ful way to inaugurate our new soft-
ball field. You couldn’t have made
us any prouder.”

The team includes Jenna
Attanasio, Gillian Carannante, Julia
Colendenski, Shannon Cunningham,
Katie Debbie, Ashleigh Fenton,
Jamie Hibberson, Caleigh Lawrence,
Isabelle Matlin, Jennifer Murowski,
Madison Phillips, Lily Sanzalone
and Nicole Trezza.

The next BOE meeting open to
the public is scheduled for Tuesday,
July 10, at 7 p.m. at the Beechwood
School’s Susan O. Collier Media
Center. This meeting will be the
district’s second strategic planning
session for the year.
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ognized the accomplishments of
several teachers at the high school.
Peter Horn, coordinator of Project
’79 and English teacher, was
awarded the Westfield High School
Parent Teacher Student Organiza-
tion Outstanding Teacher of the
Year; Ellen Muir, who teaches math,
won the Distinguished Teacher of
the Year Award and Jan Fine, guid-
ance counselor, won the Robert and
Linda Foose Memorial Award.

Conducted by chorus teacher
Sharon Reynolds, the senior mem-
bers of the Westfield High School
Concert Choir sang “The Call” by
Regina Spektor. Henry Hershey, an-
other graduate, accompanied the
chorus on the piano.

U.S. Marine Corps Major Mat-
thew J. Gorbaty, a graduate of WHS
Class of 1993, was introduced by
history teacher and girl’s cross-
country head coach Thom Hornish
and gave the commencement ad-
dress. In 2008, Major Gorbaty was
awarded the Bronze Star for hero-
ism in Iraq. He told the graduates
that a graduation is not a sign of
accomplishment; rather, a recogni-
tion of potential. Major Gorbaty
wished the graduates the best and
concluded his speech.

Board of Education President
Richard Mattessich and Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan began the presentation of
diplomas to  the  graduates .
“Westfield Victorious,” arranged
by David P. Shapiro, was per-
formed by the combined bands
and orchestras and conducted by
Mr.Wojcik to conclude the cer-
emony.
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Happy 4th of July!


