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Blue Devil Nine Won UCT Title, Finished 21-4
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Mountain Deli
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Westfield Mini Mart
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES newspapers:
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921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Gillespie’s Food Market
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7-11 of Westfield
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Baron’s Drug Store
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Westfield Tobacco & News
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Extra! Extra!

much,” Coach Brewster said.
Senior right fielder Jon Gribbin

had a .329 avg. (23-for-70) with five
doubles and two triples, 17 RBI, 19
runs scored, five sacrifices and four
stolen bases.

“Jon was a sparkplug with his lead-
ership. He pushed the team to greater
heights. He helped us in the outfield
with several good gun downs,” Coach
Brewster said.

Senior pitcher Mike Mondon had a
banner season on the mound with a 7-
0 record and a 2.02 ERA. He re-
corded 45 strikeouts, while allowing
14 walks, a hit batter and 50 hits. At
the plate, he had a .314 avg. (16-for-
51) with four doubles, three stolen
bases, 10 RBI and 10 runs scored.

“Unbelievable! Michael was a bull-
dog! I’ve never seen a kid work as
hard as Mike. He matched some of
the best pitchers in the county,” Coach
Brewster expressed.

Sophomore catcher Mike Ionta
proved that he was not just effective
behind the plate but also influential at
the plate, finishing with a .408 avg.
(31-for-76) with six doubles, a triple
and a home run to go with 14 walks,
four stolen bases, 24 runs scored and
a team-leading 30 RBI. He struck out
only four times.

“We moved him to cleanup when
we started our 17-game winning
streak. He is a very aggressive hitter.

He knocked in runs for us. He got his
bat on the ball. He’s going to get
bigger and stronger and more effec-
tive for us in the future,” Coach
Brewster said.

Designated hitter Liam Devin had
a .394 avg. (26-for-66) with seven
doubles, 22 RBI, 17 runs scored and
11 walks.

“I love his bat speed. Defensively,
we couldn’t find him a place to play.
He is basically a first baseman and we
had Coletta. His batting success came
working closely with (assistant
coaches) Jay Cook and Mike Murray,”
Coach Brewster said.

Junior Eric Demers, who spent most
of his time at third base, had a .500
avg. (28-for-56) with six doubles, a
home run, 11 RBI, 20 runs scored, 14
walks and three sacrifices. Demers
had 22.33 innings of mound time and
finished 3-0 with a 1.57 ERA.

“Moving Gribbin to the outfield
allowed us to put him at third. He was
a very effective hitter, not to mention
effective on the mound,” Coach
Brewster pointed out.

Sophomore second baseman Tyler
Bowman, according to Coach
Brewster, “We like his glove work.
He turned a significant number of
double plays.”

Senior courtesy runner Taylor Friss
went 6-for-19 (.316 avg.) with seven
RBI and three runs scored.

“He was injured early, but later he
had big hits and did a lot of little
things,” Coach Brewster noted.

Junior Kevin Galasso spent 33.67
innings on the mound and finished
with a 4-1 record (3.53 ERA). He
fanned 25, walked 18, hit four batters
and allowed 31 hits.

“Kevin’s got lightning stuff. He’s
an intelligent kid. Like Mondon, in-
telligence can help you. A year more
maturity gives him the potential to be
really good,” Coach Brewster said.

Junior Jake Greenberg, “missed
most of the season with a knee injury.
We like his bat. He will be an asset for
us,” Commented Coach Brewster.

Seniors Nate Mitchell, Rich
Malacrea and Alex Graf had limited
time on the mound, but according to
Coach Brewster, “were an integral
part of our team.”

Senior Tom Malley, in 15.33 in-
nings, finished 3-1 with a 3.65 ERA.

“(Pitching coach) Brian Sloan did
a phenomenal job of fixing what prob-
lems he had. He pitched against tough
teams and threw strikes,” Coach
Brewster pointed out.

Senior Evan Friedman went 1-0
with 6.67 innings of work.

“Evan was a courtesy runner who
usually doesn’t get enough credit, and
he was the winning pitcher against
Scotch Plains for my 500th win. I will
never forget that,” Coach Brewster said.
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KILLEEN, SCHRODER, PANSULLA LED AT THE PLATE

Lady Softball Raiders Were
Competitive, Finished 5-19

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Records do not tell the entire story.
This year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School softball team introduced
a very young squad on the diamond
and were quite competitive despite
finishing with a 5-19 record.

“With 11 players returning, I am
already excited for the next season.
We played a tough conference sched-
ule and a tough out of conference
schedule, and I can honestly say that
the girls came to play every day. It
was a fun group to work with. I felt
that with the exception of a few games,
we were very competitive and in most
of our games, we showed great im-
provement in our pitching, especially
in the area of walks, which we cut in
half this year,” Raider Head Coach
Jess Hulnik said.

Sophomores Amanda Raphael and

Amanda Marcus shared time on the
mound.

“Both Amada Raphael and Amanda
Marcus had improved seasons. They
had much better command and both
of them always had great composure
on the mound,” Coach Hulnik said.

At the plate, Raphael finished with
a .280 batting average (BA) with 14
hits, four RBI and seven runs scored.
Marcus had a .242 BA with 12 hits (2
doubles, triple) and three RBI and led
the team with 16 runs scored.

Senior centerfielder Liz Gallo fin-
ished with a .293 BA with 24 hits
(double, 2 triples), seven runs scored
and six RBI. Senior right fielder Sara
Killeen finished with a .311 BA with
20 hits (3 doubles), a team-leading
11 RBI and eight runs scored. Senior
third baseman Sarah Weber was used
almost exclusively on defense. Jun-
ior Kelly Lapham excelled at second

base and contributed 10 hits (double,
triple), seven runs scored and three
RBI.

“Liz Gallo, Sara Killeen and Sarah
Weber did a great job in their final
year of play. Liz and Kelly Lapham
did a great job as captains for this
team,” noted Coach Hulnik.

Junior leftfielder converted to short-
stop Amanda Schroder recorded a
.328 BA with 22 hits (5 doubles, 3
triples), 12 runs scored and nine RBI.

“Amanda Schroder had a solid year.
She did an excellent job at a new
position at short and really made it
her own by the end of the season,”
Coach Hulnik said.

Sophomore Arielle Zauro, who
switched to the catcher’s position later
in the season, finished with a .300 BA
with 21 hits (2 doubles, 3 triples), 15
runs scored and eight RBI.
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David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRETCHING FOR THE CATCH…Raider first baseman Mary Coloney stretches to receive the throw as Westfield Blue
Devil Chrissy Ferraro crosses the bag in Westfield on April 20.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MORE OF BREW’S CREW…Coach Bob Brewster is joined with several former members of his teams (2005-2011) during
a surprise party at Molley McGuire’s in Clark on June 9. Many members from the decades of the 80s and 90s were also
present.


