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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
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TIMES
908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

POINTS
in your 

favor …

Here are the points that pay off to 
you when you hitch your business 
to the proven salespower of 
advertising in the Leader/Times:

You reach people when they’re pre-
shopping … making decisions to BUY.

You get complete coverage of your 
market at lowest cost.

Your advertising will have “staying 
power” … referred to again and again 
… clipped out and consulted.

Your advertising will be “in good 
company” … partake of the confidence 
that our readers have in their favorite 
newspaper.

For more pay-off facts ... with figures … give us a call.

LESSON FROM A CONGRESSMAN...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) visits
Westfield High School on June 11. During the visit, he spoke to students about
his job as a lawmaker and answered questions.

Bill to Purchase Foreclosed
Properties OK’d by Comm.

0901136

Remodeling your home can 
increase its value. Protect it 
by taking a new look at your 
homeowners insurance.  
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Renovate your 
homeowners 
policy.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Great insurance. Low rates.Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Community Access Opens
Home For Disabled in SP

Julie Shilling for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOME SWEET HOME....Community Access Unlimited, LLC has opened a
residence for four adults with developmental disabilities at 501 Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains.

Panel OKs Ballot Question
For $750 M Bond Referendum

By JULIE SHILLING
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Community
Access Unlimited (CAU) welcomed
four new residents into its new home
at 501 Jerusalem Road last week.
CAU is geared to people of all ages
with special needs such as autism and
Down syndrome and helps them reach
their life goals such as getting jobs in
the community.

Jennifer Velez, commissioner of
the New Jersey Department of Hu-
man Services, made a visit to the
Scotch Plains CAU home where she
helped residents unpack their suit-
cases and familiarized them with their
new surroundings. Residents brought
items including clothes, bedding,
electronics such as a stereo and were
even able to bring portraits and paint-
ings to hang on the walls in their new
room.

“Moving to a new home is an excit-
ing experience,” Commissioner Velez
said in a press release from Commu-
nity Access. “A new home also brings
new opportunities in the surrounding
community, utilizing community re-
sources, meeting new people and
gaining the day-to-day experiences
that enrich all of our lives.”

The newly refurbished house is
handicapped accessible with a ramp
in the front and back. The house is
gray with navy blue shutters and fea-
tures a white plastic fence that perim-
eters the back and side of the house.
There are hanging plants and flowers
under the awning of the front door
and a freshly manicured lawn can be
viewed from the street.

“At Community Access Unlimited,
we believe that every human being
deserves to live within the commu-
nity and enjoy the fulfillment that
comes within community living, in-
cluding companionship, interaction
with neighbors, consumerism and
community development,” said
Mercedes Witowsky, Community

Access associate executive director.
Online records of the New Jersey

Tax Assessors Association show that
501 Jerusalem Road was purchased
for $475,000 in 2006. Community
Access bought the house for $200,000
on August 11, 2011. Community
Access officials would not discuss
the lesser purchase price, saying it
was a private transaction.

Governor Chris Christie’s Fiscal
Year 2013 proposed budget includes
nearly $40 million for services for
individuals with developmental dis-
abilities, according to the New Jersey
Department of Human Services.

Community Access was founded
in 1979. In 1992 its headquarters
was moved to its current location at
80 West Grand Street in Elizabeth
and CAU owns more than 200 units
of housing in Union County and
55,000 square feet of commercial
space. CAU is a non-profit agency
that accepts donations on its website,
caunj.org.

TRENTON – The Assembly Ap-
propriations Committee on Monday
approved legislation sponsored by
Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield), Annette Quijano (D-20,
Elizabeth) and four other lawmakers
aimed at transforming foreclosed
properties into affordable housing.

“Abandoned properties are a ma-
jor problem, particularly in urban
areas, and as they erode they drag
down the value of other properties in
the neighborhood,” Asm. Green said.
“This bill provides a practical solu-
tion for residents who have limited
financial means and are in need of
affordable housing, and for commu-
nities that are dealing with the blight,
reduced property values and illegal
activity that is synonymous with va-
cant properties.”

The bill (A-2168), known as the
New Jersey Residential Foreclosure
Transformation Act, would establish
the New Jersey Foreclosure Relief
Corporation (NJFRC) for the pur-
pose of purchasing foreclosed resi-
dential properties from institutional
lenders and dedicating them for oc-
cupancy as affordable housing.

Under the bill, the NJFRC would
be established as a temporary entity
within the New Jersey Housing and
Mortgage Finance Agency (HMFA),
and governed by a seven-member
board, with its operations expiring
on December 31, 2017.

The bill would empower the cor-
poration to purchase foreclosed resi-
dential property and mortgage as-
sets from institutional lenders in or-
der to produce affordable housing
and dedicate it as such for 30 years.
Municipalities would be given the
right of first refusal to purchase such
properties and dedicate them as af-
fordable housing. A municipality
that exercises this right and dedi-
cates the property for affordable
housing would receive bonus cred-
its towards its affordable housing
obligations.

“This bill gives towns the power
and flexibility to reclaim neighbor-
hoods that have been diminished by
the housing crisis,” said Asw.
Quijano. “We can’t sit idly by and
hope this crisis will resolve itself.
We need to be proactive through
programs such as this.”

Under the bill, any year in which
the proceeds from the additional Re-
alty Transfer Fee exceeds $75 mil-
lion, the first $10 million above the
$75 million collected would be trans-
ferred into the foreclosure fund for
the purpose of producing affordable
housing.

The bill now awaits consideration
by the full Assembly.

TRENTON — Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield), co-prime spon-
sor of a November ballot referendum
approving bond funding for New
Jersey’s higher education infrastruc-
ture, has lauded the Senate Budget
and Appropriations Committee for
approving the measure.

“This would be the first significant
state investment in infrastructure for
New Jersey’s colleges and universi-
ties, both public and private, in nearly
three decades,” Sen. Kean said.
“These institutions are in a competi-
tion not only for keeping our own
children in state after high school,
but in attracting students from across
the country and around the world. We
cannot win that competition without
the investment that makes it possible
for these schools to offer world-class
facilities, curriculum and research.”

The resolution approved by the
committee places a question on the

November 2012 General Election bal-
lot asking voter consent to issue $750
million in bonds to be split between
county, state and private colleges and
universities in New Jersey.

Sen. Kean stressed that, in keeping
with the New Jersey State Constitu-
tion, the bonds could only be issued
if approved by the voters this No-
vember.

“While I believe this is the right
thing to do in order to reverse the
‘brain drain’ of people and talent
from New Jersey and bring higher
education in New Jersey from good
to great, the ultimate authority will
rest with the voters,” Sen. Kean said.
“However, the question of whether
or not to make this investment needs
to be asked this year because it has
been far too long since the voters
were given an opportunity to approve
significant upgrades to their state’s
higher education network.”

Bill Would Help Closed Hospitals
Reopen as Healthcare Facilities

TRENTON – An Assembly panel
on Monday approved legislation
sponsored by Assemblyman Jerry
Green (D-22, Plainfield) to help trans-
form ailing or obsolete hospitals into
productive healthcare facilities once
again.

“Shifts in population, economic
pressures and scientific advancement
often lead to the construction of new
hospital facilities and the closing of
older hospitals,” said Asm. Green,
who resides in Plainfield, where
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter closed a few years ago. “This is
unfortunate for the communities that
house these once productive hospi-
tals because they often contribute
greatly to local employment and tax
revenue. If we can help transform
these former hospitals into centers
for the delivery of other health care
services and health support services,
then we can achieve a win-win for
our communities.”

The bill (A-3043) targets facilities
that were general hospitals but that
have been granted a certificate of
need to cease operation as a general
hospital. These “qualified health care
facilities” could be renovated and
redeveloped as a health care and
health support services center.

Specifically, the bill would grant

corporation business tax credits to
developers who make certain capital
investments for repurposing quali-
fied health care facilities.

The bill would allow the developer
of a repurposed qualified health care
facility to qualify for corporation
business tax credits equal to 100 per-
cent of the capital investment, if that
capital investment is at least $10 mil-
lion and is applied towards
repurposing a facility that will have
tenants with a total of 100 or more
full-time employees.

The bill was approved by the Assem-
bly Health and Senior Services Com-
mittee by a vote of 7-1-2 and now awaits
consideration by the full Assembly.

Stender Bill to Limit
Fees on Debit Cards
Clears Committee

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains) and
four other Democratic lawmakers to
limit fees that may be charged on
prepaid debit accounts and improve
transparency for consumers was re-
leased Monday by an Assembly panel.

The bill (A-2144) regulates pre-
paid debit accounts by limiting the
fees that may be charged in connec-
tion with the accounts and requiring
financial institutions holding prepaid
debit accounts to disclose certain in-
formation to consumers.

The bill was released 5-2 by the
Assembly Financial Institutions and
Insurance Committee, with Democrats
supporting and Republicans opposed.

Commission Eyed to
Reform Alimony Law
TRENTON — Legislation that

would create an 11-member Blue Rib-
bon Commission to review New
Jersey’s alimony law and propose av-
enues of reform was approved by the
Assembly Judiciary Committee on
Monday. The panel would review the
scope of state alimony laws as com-
pared with those in other states, trends
in alimony awards, and whether cur-
rent economic conditions have affected
trends in state alimony awards.
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