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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Attention Homeowners:  There has been a rash of electrical fires in the area.
Federal Pacific electrical panels lost their Underwriters Laboratory rating over twenty five years ago, because their circuit breakers did

not work. Would you like us to replace them?  Are you protected?  Are you safe?  Do you have 120 volt smoke detectors with battery

backup? Do you have carbon monoxide detectors with battery backup? If not, call your friendly local neighborhood electrician.

S. Swenson & Son Inc. • (908) 276-9000
            We’ve been here since 1928 • www.swensonandsons.com

We install generators and sump pumps too  • NJ  Lic #4309

Courtesy of Judy Hoffman
LEADER ON WHEELS...Six women traveled to Holland in April to celebrate a
50th birthday. They rode 60 kilometers a day on beautiful bike paths through
tulip fields, windmills, quaint towns and larger cities.  The women from Westfield,
from right to left, are: Joann Spera, Rachel Lipschutz, Amanda Friss, Judy
Hoffman and Jackie Bass. Annette Lanning (far left) is from North Carolina.

The

FANWOOD

RESCUE

SQUAD

wishes to thank the following generous businesses and
organizations who supported us during EMS Week:

Fanwood Rescue Squad 123 Watson Road Fanwood, NJ 07023
JOIN OR DONATE TODAY!
www.fanwoodrescue.com

www.kranznotee.com

sonnel, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Friday that 26
layoffs have been rescinded by the
county. He said 95 employees have
been laid off to date, with another
26 workers on the original layoff
list opting for retirement. Another
100 or so workers at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital have been kept on
the payroll until August 31, when
private companies are expected to
assume housekeeping and dietary
operations at the Berkeley Heights
hospital.

Job layoffs were rescinded in so-
cial services, consumer affairs,
Rutgers Cooperative Extension and
tree maintenance. Once all is said
and done, the county is expected to
have between 2,600 and 2,650 em-
ployees.

During negotiations with the
county’s dozen or so employee
unions, the Communications Work-
ers of America (CWA) Local No.
1080, representing social, case and
clerical workers in social services,
voluntarily agreed to donate 600
furlough days to reduce layoffs in
its department.

“That saved two social workers,”
Mr. DiRado said, noting that the
county rescinded another seven lay-
offs in social services.

Three other unions voluntarily
agreed to take three unpaid work-
days, which was matched by de-
partment heads, the nine freehold-
ers and the county manager.

The freeholders approved a $1.9-
million, one-year contract on April
26 with Kennett Square, Pa.-based
Genesis ElderCare Rehabilitation
Services, Inc. to privatize occupa-
tional, physical and speech therapy
services at Runnells. Officials said
Runnells was running an $11.3-
million deficit at the conclusion of
2011. The county also is looking at
leasing unused sections of Runnells
to bring in additional revenues.

Mr. Sullivan noted that the county
also is looking to privatize its 900-
inmate jail, which has an annual
budget of $55 million. In addition,
the county has gone out for a feasi-
bility study for the operation of the
Watchung Stables, which is
$600,000 in the red.

Commenting on the budget,
Bruce Paterson of Garwood said
despite the actions by the county,
the freeholders are increasing taxes
by over $11 million.

“So the infrastructure of this
county is flawed,” he said. He said
the $2 million in savings from refi-
nancing $83 million in debt is not
as great as it seems as professional
services such as the bond counsel
must be factored. He said the county
also used a number of “one-shot”
budget mechanisms this year.

As a related cost of labor nego-
tiations with employee unions seek-
ing givebacks, the freeholders in-
creased the contract with Bauch,
Zucker, Hatfield, LLC from
$75,000 to $170,000. Kathy
Hatfield of the Springfield firm has
been negotiating on behalf of
county management. The cost of
fact-finding services also was
doubled to a cost of $24,000.

The board approved a resolution

approving a one-year, $236,456
contract to Holbrook, N.Y.-based
Louis Barbato Landscaping to re-
place some 1,000 trees lost during
Hurricane Irene last summer.

In addition, an ordinance was
adopted that increases one-way in-
dividual fares on Paratransit ve-
hicles to $2 per trip and to $45 for
groups from residential facilities.
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SP-F BOE
Recognition of Parent-Teacher As-

sociation (PTA) leaders also was given
at the bi-monthly meeting. BOE Presi-
dent Trip Whitehouse noted that, “our
PTAs provide support and additional
enrichment of our students.” He also
said that while PTA leaders have been
visible at various meetings and func-
tions, there also has been many times
where they contributed behind-the-
scenes help as well.

Mr. Whitehouse noted a recent
evening where he passed one of the
local grammar schools at 11:15 p.m.
and saw PTA members setting up for
an event the next day. All PTA presi-
dents for the district schools were read
resolutions thanking them for their
time and hard work.

Second-term President of the PTA
Council, Gina Giancoma, addressed
the audience, stating, “I have enjoyed
working with everyone and it has been
a wonderful two years.” She added
that she was looking forward to be-
coming the high school PTA president
in the fall.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
stated that she wanted to thank all the
PTA members “for making a critical
difference in the lives of our kids.”

In other business, Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Hayes presented
a bi-annual Harassment, Intimidation
and Bullying (H.I.B.) public report,
which had been compiled by the
district’s anti-bullying coordinator,
Cailin Taggart.

In the presentation, it was noted that
within the last six months there was
one incident each reported at Brunner
Elementary, Evergreen Elementary
and Terrill Middle School. Three in-
cidents each were reported at Coles
Elementary and Park Middle School.
Two incidents were reported at
McGinn Elementary School and 18
were reported at the high school.

For the infractions, it was noted
that there were five out-of-school sus-
pensions, three in-school suspensions
and three detentions. Other conse-
quences involved either a restricted
lunch or recess or the loss of a class
trip.

It also was reported that preventa-
tive and corrective measures for the
district have included hiring addi-
tional staff to monitor students; add-
ing social skills groups; having class-
room lessons on bullying and on the
H.I.B. law itself; faculty training for
all staff, including custodians and
bus drivers; recognizing positive be-
havior and anti-bullying assemblies.

The next BOE meeting will be held
on Thursday, June 28, at 8 p.m. in the
Administration Building at Evergreen
Avenue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains.

FW Mayor, Council Question
Effort to Consolidate SP, FW

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A public
hearing was held Monday night at
the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing on the application by the organi-
zation Courage to Reconnect Scotch
Plains/Fanwood (CTR-SPF) seek-
ing local and state endorsement to
study consolidating the two towns.

In attendance were Fred Lange,
chairman of CTR-SPF; Christopher
Vaz, assistant divisions director at the
New Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs; Eugene McCarthy, in-
volved with a 2011 consolidation study
of Princeton Borough and Princeton
Township, and Gina Genovese, ex-
ecutive director of Courage to Con-
nect (CTC). There was an audience of
30 citizens and local officials.

After a brief introduction by Mr.
Vaz, the floor was opened to public
comment. The crowd expressed sev-
eral misgivings.

“I’d like to question what the quali-
fications of this group are to initiate
this study inasmuch as they are not
involved in local government, have
not shown any public service in-
volvement whatsoever to the best of
my knowledge, and have never
shown themselves to (borough)
council,” Fanwood Councilman
Mike Szuch said.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
expressed displeasure of the modus
operandi of the group and touted

ongoing shared services between the
two towns as a faster means of
achieving similar savings.

“I’d like to know what their his-
tory in local government or local
issues are that prove, frankly, they’re
qualified to act in the best of the
public interest now,” Mayor Mahr
said.

“We are all on the same page when
we say property taxes are breaking
the backs of our local Fanwoodians,”
she said. “Your goal to reduce prop-
erty taxes is our goal to reduce prop-
erty taxes. We are just choosing, at
the electoral level, to go about it in a
very different way. We believe shared
services is the best route to get us
there... [Police] is the largest line
item in both towns’ budgets, over 25
percent respectively, and we are mak-
ing headway.”

Another complaint made con-
cerned the short notice of the meet-
ing. In compliance with the Open
Public Meetings Act, the meeting
was advertised three days in advance.
Some stated they were unable to
locate a copy of CTR-SPF’s applica-
tion.

“We don’t have a horse in this
race,” Mr. Vaz said. “We are here to
moderate, to provide technical as-
sistance.”

Ms. Genovese, a former council-
woman and mayor of Long Hill
Township, said the state’s presence
at Monday’s meeting was merely
educational, not to take a position
on whether or not the proposed con-
solidation should occur.

“Ultimately, it’s up to the voters to
say ‘are we better together’,” she
assured. “If it doesn’t come from the
people, from everybody working to-
gether, then it’s not good.”

CTR-SPF enlisted CTC, a non-
partisan group, to assist — whether
or not a third party should study the
fiscal impact of consolidating the two
towns. In the case of Princeton, the
study ended up costing $75,000.
CTR-SPF would be required to fur-
nish the funds should a study be au-
thorized.

After such a study, the state makes
a recommendation. If positive, the
question is put to the voters in the
towns. Consolidation would take ef-
fect if the vote passes in both towns.

CTR-SPF was founded in March
of 2011 by Mr. Lange and is com-
prised of 10 citizens from Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. Mr. Lange de-
scribed the group as “small, but ac-
tive,” hoping to lower taxes for resi-
dents by combining the resources of
the two towns and eliminating waste.

Mr. Lange insisted that the lack of
prior involvement in politics is pre-
cisely in line with the group’s desire
to abstain from politics as much as
possible during the process.

“This is a citizens’ action. And
because it’s a citizens’ action, we
don’t want to get involved with poli-
tics. We don’t want to be involved
with the Democratic Party, the Re-
publican Party, or the Tea Party in
any way whatsoever,” he said. “We’re
required by law to follow certain steps,
and we’re sticking to those steps.”

There will be a separate meeting
at the LaGrande Park building, 80
Second Street, Fanwood, next
Wednesday, June 27, starting at 7
p.m. with a joint public meeting
immediately following at 8 p.m. at
the same location.

The application and other informa-
tion is online at the CTR-SPF website,
spfreconnect.wordpress.com.

will be done this summer and take
about four or five days to complete.

The council also gave its approval
to ordinances that set out salary and
wage ranges for township employ-
ees, library employees and police
department personnel. Annual li-
quor licenses also were approved
for 2012-2013.

Acting Township Manager Robert
LaCosta said the bulk waste pickup
program was moving into its latter
stages, with zones one and two com-
pleted and zone three pickups cur-
rently underway. He reminded resi-
dents in zone four that the deadline for
securing a permit is today, June 21.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

Councilman Huegel noted, “Herbert
Avenue is going to be getting a major
makeover” starting next month. He
said the reconstruction of the road will
take “about five weeks” and, acknowl-
edging some “inconvenience” to resi-
dents, will result in “a whole new street.”

During public comments, Fanwood’s
Recycling Center manager, Alan
Ebersole, presented the results of a
survey conducted at the facility in April.
Mr. Ebersole said the survey revealed
the center served more than 3,425 users
from 27 different communities in six
counties that month. “We’re the best
[recycling center] in the State of New
Jersey,” said Mr. Ebersole. “Nobody
takes more [recyclables] or does it bet-
ter.” However, Mr. Ebersole indicated
he believes the center should get more
funding from Union County to give
even more “people the chance to [re-
cycle] responsibly.”

The recycling center made $120,000
last year, according to Mr. Ebersole,
and thousands of dollars in grants were
then recycled back into the borough in
the form of grants to community orga-
nizations. “That’s not bad for garbage,”
Mr. Ebersole said, adding that he hoped
to secure grant funding to repave the
center’s parking lot. Mayor Mahr indi-
cated a project of that type could be
handled by the borough’s public works
department and would be added to the
capital project list.

During council comments, Mayor
Mahr and several governing body mem-
bers referenced a public meeting held
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Fanwood Council
in the borough Monday night, which
the mayor and all council members
attended, relating to the Courage to
Connect New Jersey movement. The
effort is aimed at pursuing municipal
consolidation, and Fanwood and Scotch
Plains are among the movement’s tar-
gets for potential merger. Other local
hearings will follow this summer.
Mayor Mahr said, “We believe shared
services are the best relief to property
taxes in the short term,” as opposed to
consolidation. “We want [residents] to
pay attention to this and call us if you
have questions,” said the mayor, noting
that “the majority of residents may not
know what’s going on.”

Councilman Huegel said the infor-
mation presented at Monday night’s
meeting “didn’t instill a lot of confi-
dence.” Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell said there were “very few
answers” and the meeting was “very
disconcerting.” Councilman Anthony
Parenti agreed, adding the meeting
“didn’t show me anything at all” re-
garding any merits to consolidation.
Councilman Mike Szuch said it is “very
important for the community to stay in
tune” on the Courage to Connect New
Jersey issue and to “make our voices
heard.”

The governing body earlier honored
library and summer drama workshop
volunteer Ann Minski as the borough’s
Volunteer-of-the-Month.

Phyllis Sandock was appointed to a
term on the Environmental Commis-
sion through 2014.


