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CRANFORD – Last week, 28 plein
air artists, artists who paint in the
open air, participated in “Paint
the Town 2012,” Cranford’s third
annual Plein Air Event and Art
Sale, sponsored by Jersey Cen-
tral Art Studios (JCAS).

Artists were selected to par-
ticipate in the program by land-
scape artist, Joseph McCurl of
Cape Cod, Mass., an acknowl-
edged leader in the current
American landscape school. The
six-day event included plein air
painting of local, Jersey Shore
and Manhattan landscapes.

In addition to painting, partici-
pants were able to screen the film
“The Agony and Ecstasy,” attend
an outdoor Brother John Brown
concert and watch Stapleton
Kerns, one of the competing art-
ists, conduct a landscape paint-
ing demonstration at the Clock
Park in downtown Cranford.

This year’s “Quick Draw,” one
of the event’s signature compe-
titions, drew over 60 contes-
tants. The contest, which was
open to the general public, is a

timed two and a half hour artis-
tic competition held in down-
town Cranford.

Completed paintings were dis-
played and sold at the North
Avenue train station. First, sec-
ond and third prizes were
awarded in adult and under-18
years of age categories.

As in previous years, the high-
light of the event was a gala and
pre-sale at the Cranford Commu-

nity Center on Saturday evening,
followed by a public show of the
artists’ works on Sunday after-
noon. Mr. McGurl also judged the
show’s 160 entries.

Stephanie Amato of Basking
Ridge is a faithful participant of
“Paint the Town,” having been
at the event for all three years.
This year, she decided to paint
only within the Cranford area
and set up her easel at the

Cranford’s ‘Paint the Town’ Draws Talented Artists and Art Lovers
Cranford Hotel, Rock’n Joe’s, The
Cranford Movie Theater, The
Canoe Club, Williams Nursery
and Trinity Church.

 “Cranford’s ‘Paint the Town’ is
one of the most exciting and well
organized plein air events I have
participated in,” stated Ms.
Amato, adding that the town and
its people, including volunteers,
go out of their way to support the
artists, and welcome them into
their homes and businesses.

Joe Gyurcsak, of Mercerville, a
20-year veteran of plein air paint-
ing, participated in “Paint the
Town” for the first time this year.

“It was a very special experi-
ence as the mix of artists in-
volved was interesting and en-
gaging. Each time I go out, it is a
new experience with the subject
I encounter and paint,” he said.

Mr. Gyurcsak chose Holly
Street, Dreyer Farm, downtown
Cranford, and his hosts, Jack
and Addie Vogel’s Cranford
home’s garden as his subjects.

“The town is very charming,
the people were engaging and
the subjects were endless. I
could have stayed a month and
had plenty of material to work
from,” said Mr. Gyurcsak.

David Henderson, a studio
painter with limited plein air ex-
perience, agreed.

“What I’ll take away from this
event are the people of Cranford.
To feel so welcomed and em-
braced by the town made the
experience for me. I would do
this again every year,” he said.

Deb Leber, president of JCAS
pronounced this year’s “Paint the
Town” “tremendously successful.”

“But it’s not only about art, it’s
also about community. An event
like this brings art to the commu-
nity, but it also brings commu-
nity to art,” she explained.

JCAS, based in Cranford, is a
non-profit group of artists and
citizens dedicated to raising
awareness of the arts and inte-
grating the arts into the commu-
nity through education, events,
and economic development.

More information about JCAS is
available on its website,
www.jcas.org.
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OUTDOOR ART...Joseph Terrone, an
oil painter from Glen Rock, paints the
Cranford Hotel during Cranford’s
Third Annual “Paint the Town” plein
air painting event.

has scheduled a trip to a Somerset
Patriots baseball game, featur-
ing after game fireworks on Sat-
urday, June 30. Future press re-
leases will advise of time, ticket
costs, and more details. Other
events to be scheduled are trips
to Monmouth Racetrack, a Red
Bulls Soccer game, and possibly
a New Jersey Devils game in the
fall. Interested parties can con-
tact Councilwoman Todisco as
details become available.

Letters were recently mailed to
registered Garwood Democrats
in anticipation of increasing mem-
bership. For information about
joining the club, contact Mr. Allouf
at (908) 264-8550.

VFW Auxiliary to Meet;
Recaps Service Activities

GARWOOD – The next meeting
of Bayleaf Leonard J. Sanders
Memorial Post No. 6807 Ladies
Auxiliary Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) will be held on Tuesday,
June 19, at 1 p.m.

President Catherine Madera has
advised that the meeting will
take place at 205 Willow Avenue
in Garwood, where all members
will be welcomed and committee
reports accepted. This year, La-
dies Auxiliary VFW Post No. 6807
is celebrating its 66th year of
service. Its charter was granted
on June 30, 1946.

Through the efforts of its offic-
ers, chairmen and members, the
Auxiliary had a successful year
participating in programs for ser-
vice members, veterans and the
community. Officers elected,
appointed and installed by Aux-
iliary Past President Kathy
Dorkoski are: President and Sec-
retary, Catherine M. Madera;
Treasurer, Kathleen Dorkoski;
Senior Vice-President, Alice (Vi)
Hirsch; Junior Vice-President,
Lois Hasselman; Chaplain, Lena
Cummings; Conductress and
Guard, Madeline Pevarnik; Patri-
otic Instructor and Soloist, Su-
san Leonard; Trustees – Three
years, Anne Leonard; two years,
Lottie Sworen, and one year,
Dolores Cielinski. Appointed

chairmen are Hospital – Gloria
Gilrain; Publicity – Eileen Fluhr;
Cancer and Legislative – Kathy
Dorkoski; VFW National Home
for Children – Lottie Sworen;
Veterans and Veterans Families
– Lena Cummings, and Ameri-
canism and Youth – Catherine
Madera.

Eric Sinnicke won the Sixth-
Grade Essay Contest. He read his
essay at the Garwood Memorial
Service on May 28 at the Knights
of Columbus. Eric received a
check from the Ladies Auxiliary
VFW Post No. 6807.

During the Spring Conference,
President Catherine Madera ac-
cepted a Citation for the Auxil-
iary from National for having
made a Health and Happiness
Donation to the VFW National
Home for Children.

On May 9, Mrs. Madera, Kathy
Dorkoski, Susan and Anne
Leonard attended the Luncheon
for Runnells Volunteers, at which
the Auxiliary received a Citation.
Auxiliary member and Past Presi-
dent Amy Mc Hugh was recog-
nized for her 17,000 volunteer
hours at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County.

Members are reminded to con-
tinue to save Campbell Soup la-
bels and Box Tops for Education
to support the schools.
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