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Head Coach Bob Bruno experi-
mented with several shifts in de-
fensive positions, especially in
the outfield, in hopes of finding a
proper fit for the Cranford High
School softball team that fin-
ished with a 14-8 record this
season.

Coach Bruno moved veteran
senior Emily Snyder to sure up
leftfield. Sophomores Jess Casale
and Kerry Wischusen occupied
centerfield and right field, re-
spectively. Juniors Julie Schott,
Sara LoBue and Jenna Goeller
also saw time in the outfield, if
not at the plate.

Sophomore Victoria Mettlin was

used as a utility player and some-
times took to the mound. Se-
niors Izzy Acton and junior Jess
Rediger alternated at first base,
and sophomore Maggie McKay
played third base.

Two positions that were carved
in stone were at catcher and
pitcher with four-year varsity
starter Melissa Moreno behind
the plate and junior lefty Julie
Siragusa on the mound. Both
were also very dangerous at the
plate with their “metal sticks” in
their hands.

Moreno batted in the No. 3 spot
and finished the season with a
.534 batting average (avg.). She
also had 21 RBI and belted four
home runs.

“Melissa is a four year starter, a
county champ and a state sec-
tional champ. She will continue
her education and softball at
Ramapo College,” Coach Bruno
noted.

Siragusa hit in every
game but the final game
of the season against
Westfield. When she
stepped to the plate, op-
posing teams were in
trouble. Siragusa
amassed a .685 avg.,
hammered 11 home runs
and led the team with 32
RBI. On the mound, she
pitched 129 innings, rarely
walked anyone, recorded
124 strikeouts and yielded
41 earned runs.

“Julie had a season that
most players dream
about. She’s a top player
in state and her numbers
bear that out. She will
have to fill some of the
leadership responsibilities
next season,” Coach
Bruno said.

Senior second baseman
Stephanie Bagniewski
batted in the No. 5 spot
and finished with a .305
avg. and 16 RBI and ex-
ercised some power with two
home runs. Her most influential
game came in a 4-0 victory over
Governor Livingston on May 8
when she blasted a three-run
homer over the fence at Adams
Field in Cranford. Moreno also
had an RBI single and Siragusa
fanned 10 Highlanders. Later,
the Highlanders went on to win
their second straight Union
County Tournament title.

“Stephanie put together her
best year as a Cougar and had a
game-winning homerun against
GL,” Coach Bruno said.

Sophomore Allison Verrilli, who

SIRAGUSA FINISHED WITH 11 HRs, 32 RBI, .685 AVG.; MORENO FINISHED WITH .534 AVG.

Softball Cougars Searched for ‘D’ Fit, Had Power on ‘O’
played third base last year,
shifted to shortstop and had an
outstanding season with a .998
fielding percentage. She was also
outstanding at the plate with a

.527 avg. and 10 RBI at cleanup.
“Allison is a gifted shortstop

that we will count on next season
to pick up some of the offense
that we lose through gradua-
tion,” Coach Bruno said.

The Cougars lost to the High-
landers, 7-2, in their first meet-
ing at Berkeley Heights on April
28. Siragusa blasted a leadoff
home run and added a triple that
she unsuccessfully attempted to
stretch to a home run.

In their first meeting with
Westfield on April 19, the Cou-
gars staggered the Blue Devils
with an eight-run first inning to

roll to a 12-4 victory. Siragusa
banged a pair of home runs and
finished with four RBI. Moreno
had three hits, including a two-
run home run.

Six days earlier, the Cougars
battered Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
12-1. Siragusa had a pair of
doubles and launched a monu-
mental home run over the
scoreboard at Adams Field.

Their final game of the season,
however, was not as memorable
in a joyful way, as they lost to
Westfield, 7-0, at Adams Field on
May 29.

“If you were to speak to the
girls, I think they would say they
underachieved this season, and
they are looking forward to next
season to see if they can right the
ship,” Coach Bruno said.

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH ON THE MOUND, TERROR AT THE PLATE...Cougar junior Julie
Siragusa has been very tough on the mound, but she has been a terror at the plate
this season with 11 home runs, 32 RBI and a .685 batting average.

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VETERAN BEHIND THE PLATE...Cougar senior Melissa Moreno played varsity
behind the plate all four years. This season she finished with a .534 batting average.


