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l'ennemi du journaliste

In an interview after winning
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 tournament, with a 7-0, victory
over West Morris on June 1, Cou-
gar senior second baseman Eric
Garguilo told The Westfield
Leader, “We have two more to
go.”

Well, juniors Ryan Williamson
and Chris Folinusz ruined West
Milford’s afternoon as the
Cranford High School baseball
team defeated the 17-8 High-
landers, 7-4, in the Group 3 semi-

final round at Ramapo College in
Mahwah on June 5. Four days
later, the 22-4 Cougars, ranked
15th coming into the game, com-
pleted their mission with a 4-1
victory over Freehold Borough at
Toms River South High School to
regain their Group 3 title that
they had won in 2010.

In the semifinal game against
West Milford, Williamson used
his “metal stick” to thump a two-
run triple. He also scored once.
Folinusz doubled, singled, scored

three times and had an RBI. Jun-
ior Sean Feeney had a pair of
singles and an RBI. Junior An-
drew DiFrancesco scored twice.
Senior Sean McGovern had an
RBI triple. Sophomore Tommy
Trotter drilled an RBI double, and
Garguilo scored once.

Senior pitcher Kurt Rutmayer
(9-1) stood on the mound for six
innings and yielded four runs and
nine hits. Williamson relieved in
the seventh and slammed the
door 1-2-3.

It was Williamson’s turn to take
to the mound against the 18-13
Freehold Borough Colonials.
Williamson, who tossed a three-
hitter in the sectional champion-

FOLINUSZ HAMMERS 2 HOME RUNS; WILLIAMSON TOSSES TWO-HITTER, STRIKES OUT 9

Cougars Top Freehold, 4-1, for Group 3 Championship
ship game against West Morris,
went another step better and
limited the Colonials to only two
hits, while fanning nine, to up his
season record to 6-0.

The Cougars totaled five hits,
and Folinusz made two of them
definitely hurt as he blasted a
solo shot in the fourth inning and
added another solo blast in the
sixth inning.

Feeney scored the Cougars’ first
run in the first inning after whack-
ing a triple and scoring on
DiFrancesco’s RBI ground out. In
the fifth inning, Feeney was also
instrumental in the Cougars third
run when he lofted a sacrifice fly
to leftfield to bring home John
Oblachinski, who reach base on
an error and sped to third on

Garguilo’s bunt single.
Throughout the season,

Rutmayer and Williamson have
been among the state’s most
effective 1-2 punch on the
mound, and senior starter/re-
liever Vinnie Colaneri has added
to that Cougar punch. Folinusz
(9 home runs, 13 doubles, 48
RBI), who has delivered clutch
hits in key games, has been
among the state’s most potent
power hitters and added empha-
sis with his two solo home runs
against Freehold Borough.
Group 3 Semifinal:
Cranford 302 110 0 7
West Milford 100 021 0 4

Group 3 Championship:
Cranford 100 111 0 4
Freehold Boro 000 010 0 1

David B. Corbin (Spring 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AMONG THE BEST 1-2 PUNCHES IN THE STATE...Cougar senior right hander Kurt Rutmayer, left, and junior left hander Ryan Williamson have been among the state’s best 1-2 punches on the
mound. Rutmayer finished with a 9-1 record and Williamson finished 6-0.


