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For more surprising Overlook stories, visit 
www.NoSurpriseItsOverlook.org

When Jeff rey Hamilton developed prostate cancer, it was no surprise that he had 
it treated at Overlook Medical Center. After all, Overlook was the fi rst medical center
in the tri-state area to off er CyberKnife®. And it’s a world leader in the number of
patients treated with this technology. A minimally invasive cancer treatment based 
on NASA technology, CyberKnife® delivers high doses of radiation with pinpoint
accuracy and minimal side eff ects. Jeff rey knew that it had a very high success rate
treating prostate cancer. And today, for Jeff rey, it’s Houston, we no longer have a problem.

- Jeffrey Hamilton
Westfi eld, New Jersey 

Westfield High School’s Pippin
Wins Multiple Rising Stars Awards
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — While Broad-
way stars were preparing for their
musical numbers to present at the
Tony Awards on Sunday night, ear-
lier that week theatre students in
New Jersey prepared for their own
version of the Tonys at Paper Mill
Playhouse in Milburn. The Rising
Stars Awards held June 4 saw a
packed audience of parents, stu-
dents and other supporters.

The production of Pippin by
Westfield High School (WHS) was
among the top nominees that night
with a whopping 12 nominations
and won eight categories. The win-
ners included: Asher Horowitz for
Outstanding Achievement in

Graphic Design; Alexa Derman for
Outstanding Hair and Makeup
Achievement; Rebecca Skowron for
Outstanding Performance in a Fea-
tured Role; Bernadette Hopen for
Student Achievement as Stage Man-
ager and Alison Antonelli for Stu-
dent Achievement as Costume De-
signer; Samantha Hahn for Out-
standing Achievement in Choreog-
raphy/Musical Staging; and Geoff
Ko for Outstanding Performance
by an Actor in a Supporting Role
and Outstanding Performance by a
Chorus.

Because the production of Pip-
pin was one of the top seven nomi-
nations for Best Overall Produc-
tion of a Musical, Westfield High
School was awarded a Tiffany plate
in honor of that achievement. The
top honor went to Gill St. Bernard’s
School with their production of The
Mystery of Edwin Drood.

of 2012, winner of the stage manag-
ing award said. “I’ve learned so much
and so many skills – working with
others, management and delegation
of duties. “We’re [the cast] really a
team and we’re all in it together as
one unit.”

Likewise, Rebecca Skowron, Class
of 2012, who won for her role as
Berthe (and won last year for her role
as the Beggar Woman in WHS’s pro-
duction of Sweeney Todd) plans to
use the base of what she has learned
through four years of drama with
Westfield High School drama teacher
Daniel Devlin. She will attend Ithaca
College in pursuit of a B.F.A.

Geoffrey Ko, Class of 2013, who
won for his role of Charlemagne, the
king in Pippin, said of Mr. Devlin,
and his help in shaping the role, “He
pushed me a lot. I started with the
stock character and then went from
there.” Matt Lynn, who presented a
soulful rendition of “Corner of the
Sky” in his solo at the awards night,
quoted Mr. Devlin. “Things happen
for a reason, Devlin tells us.” The
teen explained what makes theatre all
worthwhile for him stating, “It’s the
internal feeling when you have done
your best, not the awards.”

Mr. Devlin, himself a nominee for
Outstanding Achievement by a Di-
rector, spoke privately after the in-
terview with the four students. “I
encourage the kids to have a passion
about theatre, if that’s what they
plan on doing for the rest of their
lives,” he said. He expressed the grati-
tude he feels for his job as drama
teacher and director of the plays and
musicals at Westfield High School.
“I’m tremendously lucky: I love the-
atre and I love working with kids.
Here, I get to do both.”

And it is clear from the accep-
tance speeches that night that the
feeling is mutual. When Alexa
Derman won for Outstanding Hair
and Makeup Achievement, she
thanked Mr. Devlin “for giving me
the job and having faith in me to be
able to do it.”

Marylou Morano for The Leader and The Times
OUTDOOR ART...Joseph Terrone, an
oil painter from Glen Rock, paints the
Cranford Hotel during Cranford’s
Third Annual “Paint the Town” plein
air painting event.

OMG…”I can’t believe this! Thank
you, Mr. [Daniel] Devlin, for giving me
the job and entrusting me with it,”
winner Alexa Derman said in her ac-
ceptance remarks. She was honored
with the Rising Star Award for Out-
standing Hair and Makeup Achieve-
ment.

IT’S GOOD TO BE KING …Geoff
Ko, who played Charlemagne in Pip-
pin, is honored with Paper Mill
Playhouse’s award for Outstanding
Performance by an Actor in a Support-
ing Role.

SHOUT OUT…“And the first award
of the night, Outstanding Achievement
in Graphic Design, goes to Westfield
High School’s Asher Horowitz.” Here,
Asher gives a shout out to the director,
Daniel Devlin, his parents and his class-
mates who supported him in his efforts
with the design of the playbill.
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“We’re really a team and
we’re all in it together as

one unit.”

The night itself was more of a pep
rally than a competition. Each of the
seven productions was presented by
actors in full makeup, hair and cos-
tumes. The top actors and actresses
in leading roles performed portions
of their best solos. Performances met
with screams of delight. It did not
seem like a competition; it was a rally
for the appreciation of everyone’s
talent. The judges loved WHS’s Pip-
pin and kept awarding it accolades
all night long.

In an interview with five of the
Westfield nominees prior to the Ris-
ing Stars, teen after teen minimized
the aspect of winning. Yes, they knew
all about the “It’s just an honor to be
nominated” speech that Tony nomi-
nees spout. These kids really believe
it.

“It’s not about the award or brag-
ging rights,” Bernadette Hopen, Class

IT’S TIME TO START
LIVIN’…Rebecca Skowron, who played
Berthe in Pippin, accepts her Outstand-
ing Performance in a Featured Role and
thanks her director Daniel Devlin and
her cast members.

Cranford’s ‘Paint the Town’ Draws
Talented Artists and Art Lovers
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Last week, 28
plein air artists, artists who paint in
the open air, participated in “Paint
the Town 2012,” Cranford’s third
annual Plein Air Event and Art Sale,
sponsored by Jersey Central Art
Studios (JCAS).

Artists were selected to partici-
pate in the program by landscape
artist, Joseph McCurl of Cape Cod,
Mass., an acknowledged leader in
the current American landscape
school. The six-day event included
plein air painting of local, Jersey

Shore and Manhattan landscapes.
In addition to painting, partici-

pants were able to screen the film
“The Agony and Ecstasy,” attend
an outdoor Brother John Brown con-
cert and watch Stapleton Kerns, one
of the competing artists, conduct a
landscape painting demonstration
at the Clock Park in downtown
Cranford.

This year’s “Quick Draw,” one of
the event’s signature competitions,
drew over 60 contestants. The con-
test, which was open to the general
public, is a timed two and a half
hour artistic competition held in
downtown Cranford.

Completed paintings were dis-
played and sold at the North Av-
enue train station. First, second and
third prizes were awarded in adult
and under-18 years of age catego-
ries.

As in previous years, the high-
light of the event was a gala and
pre-sale at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center on Saturday evening,
followed by a public show of the
artists’ works on Sunday afternoon.
Mr. McGurl also judged the show’s
160 entries.

Stephanie Amato of Basking
Ridge is a faithful participant of
“Paint the Town,” having been at
the event for all three years. This
year, she decided to paint only
within the Cranford area and set up
her easel at the Cranford Hotel,
Rock’n Joe’s, The Cranford Movie
Theater, The Canoe Club, Williams
Nursery and Trinity Church.

 “Cranford’s ‘Paint the Town’ is
one of the most exciting and well
organized plein air events I have
participated in,” stated Ms. Amato,
adding that the town and its people,
including volunteers, go out of their
way to support the artists, and wel-

come them into their homes and
businesses.

Joe Gyurcsak, of Mercerville, a
20-year veteran of plein air paint-
ing, participated in “Paint the Town”
for the first time this year.

“It was a very special experience
as the mix of artists involved was
interesting and engaging. Each time
I go out, it is a new experience with
the subject I encounter and paint,”
he said.

Mr. Gyurcsak chose Holly Street,
Dreyer Farm, downtown Cranford,
and his hosts, Jack and Addie Vogel’s
Cranford home’s garden as his sub-
jects.

“The town is very charming, the
people were engaging and the sub-
jects were endless. I could have
stayed a month and had plenty of
material to work from,” said Mr.
Gyurcsak.

David Henderson, a studio painter
with limited plein air experience,
agreed.

“What I’ll take away from this event
are the people of Cranford. To feel so
welcomed and embraced by the town
made the experience for me. I would
do this again every year,” he said.

Deb Leber, president of JCAS pro-
nounced this year’s “Paint the Town”
“tremendously successful.”

“But it’s not only about art, it’s also
about community. An event like this
brings art to the community, but it
also brings community to art,” she
explained.

JCAS, based in Cranford, is a non-
profit group of artists and citizens
dedicated to raising awareness of the
arts and integrating the arts into the
community through education,
events, and economic development.

More information about JCAS is
available on its website,
www.jcas.org.
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BACKBONE OF ANY GOOD MUSICAL…Chorus members of Westfield High School’s production of the musical Pippin
accept the 2012 Rising Star Award at the Paper Mill Playhouse for Outstanding Performance by a Chorus on June 4.


