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SIRAGUSA HIT 11 HRs, HAD 32 RBI, .685 BATTING AVG.

Cougar Softballers Searched
For ‘D’ Fit, Had Power on ‘O’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Head Coach Bob Bruno experi-
mented with several shifts in defen-
sive positions, especially in the out-
field, in hopes of finding a proper fit
for the Cranford High School soft-
ball team that finished with a 14-8
record this season.

Coach Bruno moved veteran se-
nior Emily Snyder to sure up leftfield.
Sophomores Jess Casale and Kerry
Wischusen occupied centerfield and
right field, respectively. Juniors Julie
Schott, Sara LoBue and Jenna Goeller
also saw time in the outfield, if not at
the plate.

Sophomore Victoria Mettlin was
used as a utility player and sometimes
took to the mound. Seniors Izzy Acton
and junior Jess Rediger alternated at
first base, and sophomore Maggie
McKay played third base.

Two positions that were carved in
stone were at catcher and pitcher
with four-year varsity starter Melissa
Moreno behind the plate and junior
lefty Julie Siragusa on the mound.
Both were also very dangerous at the
plate with their “metal sticks” in their
hands.

Moreno batted in the No. 3 spot
and finished the season with a .534
batting average (avg.). She also had
21 RBI and belted four home runs.

“Melissa is a four year starter, a
county champ and a state sectional
champ. She will continue her educa-
tion and softball at Ramapo College,”
Coach Bruno noted.

Siragusa got a hit in every game
but the final game of the season against
Westfield. When she stepped to the
plate, opposing teams were in trouble.
Siragusa amassed a .685 avg., ham-
mered 11 home runs and led the team
with 32 RBI. On the mound, she
pitched 129 innings, rarely walked
anyone, recorded 124 strikeouts and
yielded 41 earned runs.

“Julie had a season that most play-
ers dream about. She’s a top player in
state and her numbers bear that out.
She will have to fill some of the

leadership responsibilities next sea-
son,” Coach Bruno said.

Senior second baseman Stephanie
Bagniewski batted in the No. 5 spot
and finished with a .305 avg. and 16
RBI and exercised some power with
two home runs. Her most influential
game came in a 4-0 victory over
Governor Livingston on May 8 when
she blasted a three-run homer over
the fence at Adams Field in Cranford.
Moreno also had an RBI single and
Siragusa fanned 10 Highlanders.
Later, the Highlanders went on to
win their second straight Union
County Tournament title.

“Stephanie put together her best
year as a Cougar and had a game-
winning homerun against GL,” Coach
Bruno said.

Sophomore Allison Verrilli, who
played third base last year, shifted to
shortstop and had an outstanding sea-
son with a .998 fielding percentage.
She was also outstanding at the plate
with a .527 avg. and 10 RBI at cleanup.

“Allison is a gifted shortstop that we
will count on next season to pick up
some of the offense that we lose through
graduation,” Coach Bruno said.

The Cougars lost to the Highland-
ers, 7-2, in their first meeting at Ber-
keley Heights on April 28. Siragusa
blasted a leadoff home run and added
a triple that she unsuccessfully at-
tempted to stretch to a home run.

In their first meeting with Westfield
on April 19, the Cougars staggered
the Blue Devils with an eight-run
first inning to roll to a 12-4 victory.
Siragusa banged a pair of home runs
and finished with four RBI. Moreno
had three hits, including a two-run
home run.

Six days earlier, the Cougars bat-
tered Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 12-1.
Siragusa had a pair of doubles and

launched a monumental home run
over the scoreboard at Adams Field.

Their final game of the season,
however, was not as memorable in a
joyful way, as they lost to Westfield,
7-0, at Adams Field on May 29.

“If you were to speak to the girls, I
think they would say they under-
achieved this season, and they are
looking forward to next season to see
if they can right the ship,” Coach
Bruno said.

Jack Martin a True ‘Man for All Seasons’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

1982,” Coach Hornish said.
According to coach Martin, his

most memorable experiences were,
“Working with big numbers of kids
each year and giving them the oppor-
tunity to compete and improve.”

There has been no doubt that Mar-
tin has raised the bar and the stan-
dards for every boy on all of his
teams, which has amounted to thou-
sands. Again, “What you see is what
you get!”

“Martin keeps it real. He doesn’t
tell you things that aren’t true. He
doesn’t tell you what a fantastic job
you did if it was just an OK job. If you
did well, he tells you that. If you need
work, he tells you that. Nothing is
sugarcoated. You always know where
you stand,” assistant coach Chris
Tafelski said.

“Jack is the ‘Buddha’ of XC/Track
and Field. He’s all knowing and his
advice is both simple and yet com-
plex, but he believes in the KISS
method – keep it simple stupid! Jack
is not a detail person. He leaves that
for people like me. He has a vision
but don’t expect a detailed plan of
operation. Jack is not formal. He’s at
his best when things are not formal,”
Coach Hornish said.

Tafelski happens to be one indi-
vidual who has had a “both sides of
the fence” insight of coach Martin.

“I had Martin in class in 8th grade,
and the man had a following at
Roosevelt [Intermediate School] like
no one else. He suggested running XC
to me a few times in class and I had no
response. I wasn’t interested. I hardly
knew what it was. A few other kids
started talking about it one day and we
all decided to do it. Now it’s almost 20
years later and we all have great memo-
ries of running for Westfield and for
Martin, and most of us are still active
runners today. It’s amazing the little
things that can make such a huge im-
pact on your life. I have no idea how
many kids he’s impacted in a similar
way, but it’s got to be several thou-
sand. Several thousand kids, whose
lives are healthier, more disciplined,
and more active for having been a part
of the team that Martin has built over
the years,” he said.

“I have been with Jack for 29 sea-
sons and it has been an honor as well
as a pleasure to coach with someone
who is as well known and respected
in track and field. My first experi-
ence with coach Martin was in 1980
when I was an assistant at Brearley
before I had arrived in Westfield in
1983. The one thing about Jack that
impresses me is his ability to re-
member and recall the names and
performances of former Blue Devil
athletes. Although Jack’s record of
success speaks for itself, Jack’s ap-
proach has been about the team and
not himself. The respect that he has
gained from former athletes is a state-
ment about the influence he has had
upon his athletes,” Assistant Coach
Bill Mellott said.

Don MacDonald, who has been
raising the bar and changing the stan-

dards for years as pole vault coach,
recalled, “Dave Citron was on the
cross-country team and a pole vaulter
in the spring. We were discussing
Jack and this is what he said, ‘if you
are on this team, coach Martin gets in
your head, and you hear his voice all
the time even when you are not at
practice’. I thought that was pretty
interesting.”

Someone with such charisma as
Martin must have acquired a nick-
name at some point throughout his
career.

“I don’t think anyone would dare,”
commented coach Tafelski.

As to his future plans, Martin com-
mented, “Nothing specific.”

TRACK RECORDS & TITLES:
1985 (9-1), 1992 (3-2-1), 1993 (5-

1 – Watchung Conference [WC]),
1994 (4-2 – WC), 1995 (2-2), 1996
(4-2), 1997 (5-1), 1998 (3-2), 1999
(3-2), 2000 (1-4), 2001 (4-1), 2002
(3-1 – WC), 2003 (3-1), 2004 (3-1),
2005 (3-2), 2006 (4-2), 2007 (5-0),
2008 (3-1 – WC, Union County [UC]),
2009 (3-1), 2010 (4-0 – UCIAC, UC),
2011 (5-0 – UCIAC) 2012

Totals: 79-29-1
Individual state champs (5): Matt

Elmuccio (1600 meters 1995-96-97),
Jeff Perrella (1600,3200 2006)

Penn Relays winner: 1995 Distance
Medley (Lawrence Ho, John O’Brien,
Ted Kilcommons, Matt Elmuccio)
BOYS XC RECORD & TITLES:

1983 (5-2), 1984 (8-0 – UC), 1985
(10-0 – UC), 1986 (8-1 – UC), 1987

(10-0 – UC), 1988 (10-0), 1989 (3-3
– UC), 1990 (4-1 – UC), 1991 (5-0 –
UC, North 2 Group 4), 1992 (5-1 –
UC, North 2 Group 4), 1993 (11-0 –
UC, North 2 Group 4), 1994 (13-0 –
UC, North 2 Group 4), 1995 (13-0 –
UC, North 2 Group 4, State Group 4),
1996 (5-0 – UC, North 2 Group 4,
State Group 4), 1997 (4-1), 1998 (8-
3), 1999 (7-2), 2000 (8-2), 2001 (7-
2), 2002 (8-2), 2003 (8-2), 2004 (9-1
– North 2 Group 4), 2005 (10-0 – UC,
North 2 Group 4), 2006 (9-0 – UC),
2007 (9-0 – UC), 2008 (9-0), 2009
(7-0 – UCC, UC, State Group 4),
2010 (8-0 – UCC, UC, North 2 Group
4, State Group 4), 2011 (5-0 – UCC,
UC, North 2 Group 4, State Group 4).

Totals 226-23, 18 county, 10 sec-
tional, 5 state titles
WINTER TRACK:

Beginning in 1983, the Blue Devils
had few dual meets and have not had
one since 1997. Most of the competi-
tion was in invitational meets, how-
ever his dual meet record for the span
was 18-9. During his tenure, Martin
produced a host of state champions in
winter track.
State Champions:

1983 (Kevin McGorty), 1986 (Tony
Tiller in two events), 1987 (Drew
Carey, Tim Yockel), 1991 (Maurice
Barnett-Drew Rountree shot put re-
lay), 1995 (Ted Kilcommons, Matt
Elmuccio), 1996 (Matt Elmuccio),
1997 (Mike Krug, Matt Elmuccio),
2003 (Adam Wendel), 2006 (Jeff
Perrella), 2008 (Adam Bergo).

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH ON THE MOUND, TERROR AT THE PLATE...Cougar junior Julie Siragusa has been very tough on the mound,
but she has been a terror at the plate this season with 11 home runs, 32 RBI and a .685 batting average.

  Jocelyne Holden, Sales Associate
  908-233-2694, Direct  
   NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Prominently positioned on almost half an acre of superbly maintained grounds, this exqui-

site Westfield home beckons you from the moment one pulls onto its extended gravel and 

paver stone drive.  Many of the fine details this gracious home offers include a mansard style 

slate roof, three fireplaces, (Kitchen, Living Room, and 2nd floor Family Room), turret win-

dows, (1st Floor Family Room, Formal Dining Room, and 2 Bedrooms), custom built-ins, 

perennial gardens, and private patios. An enchanting screened front porch introduces the 

center hall foyer. At the end of the drive, there is a large barn with a loft that can be used as 

a home office or perhaps a studio. A warm, yet elegant eat in kitchen presents custom cabi-

netry,  Pietra stone countertops, a granite center island, breakfast bar, two sinks, glazed 

walls, patchwork quilt tile backsplash, and ceramic tile flooring.  The Dacor six burner stove 

top and the Thermador double ovens will please even the most discerning gourmet while the 

breakfast area overlooking a bucolic yard will soothe the soul.  This elegant home boasts six 

bedrooms, 3 full baths and 2 half baths.  Additional features include a 1st floor laundry 

room, beautiful hardwood floors, underground sprinkler system, 2-zone central air-

conditioning, custom designed stone walls, and outstanding exterior lighting.  Beyond com-

pare, this extraordinary home will win your heart. Presented for: $1,100,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 
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 Francesca  Azzara 

 
  www.francescaazzara.net  

Brimming with charm, this Westfield Colonial warms 
your heart. The sunny enclosed front porch  is ideal for 
relaxing with a good book. It makes the perfect entry way 
as it invites you into a classic living room with wood 
burning fireplace framed by original built-ins. Move in 
ready, this captivating home also offers three bedrooms, 
one and one half baths and a formal dining room. All 
new are the kitchen, bath, windows, furnace, driveway, 
path and paver patio. Additional features include all 
hardwood floors, finished basement and a large two car 
detached garage. Located on a quiet street, this is an 
idyllic house to call your home. Presented for $509,000. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

A special meeting of the Mountainside
Board of Education has been scheduled
for 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 19, 2012,
at the Beechwood School Susan O. Collier
Media Center located at 1497 Woodacres
Drive, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss
Strategic Planning.
1 T - 6/14/12, The Leader Fee: $10.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on June 27, 2012
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 133 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
12 Lot 15, as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map, owned by Henry and Katrina Coxe.

The applicant requests Lofted Garage
which is in violation of:

Section 183-134 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: garage
height; Permitted: 1 story; Present: 1 story;
Proposed: 2 story.

Section 183-134 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: floor area;
Permitted: 500 square feet; Present: 400
square feet; Proposed: 722 square feet.

Section 184-163E of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: driveway
setback; Permitted: 3 feet; Present: 0 feet;
Proposed: 0 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Katrina Coxe

133 North Martine Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 6/14/12, The Times Fee: $39.78

Blue Devils Get 5th
In 4x800 at MOC

The Westfield High School four-
some of Matt Luppino, John Kirna,
Jack Leahy and Dan Luzzi finished
fifth in the 4x800 with a time of
7:56.08 at the Meet of Champions
held in Old Bridge on June 11.

Blue Devil Kevin Ingram crossed
15th in the 800 with a time of 1:56.43.
Union Catholic Viking Allen Eke fin-
ished second at 1:52.06. Vikings Oba
Animashaun, Darryl Costello, Mike
DeAngelis and Eke took second in
the 4x400 at 3:15.85. Blue Devil Mike
Depaolo cleared 6-0 to tie for 22nd in
the high jump. Chris Jumenez placed
23rd in the long jump with a leap of
20-4.5.

Cranford Cougars Regine Hunter
took sixth in the triple jump at 38-5.75
and Bryanna Grant took 10th at 37-5.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
Samantha Renfree placed 10th in the
javelin with a toss of 115-7, and Erin
Pierce crossed 13th in the 1,600 with a
personal-best time of 5:01.18. Viking
Morgan McLaughlin placed seventh in
the 100 hurdles at 14.69. McLaughlin
placed 13th in the long jump with a leap
of 17-3.75, while Hunter tied for 16th
with a distance of 17-1.75.

CAMP DIRECTORS

Daryl Palmieri, Head Boys Basketball Coach

Joe Marino, Head Girls Basketball Coach

Week 1

For: Boys & Girls Entering Grades 1-5

Where: Edison Intermediate School

(Changed from Westfield High School)

When: June 25th-June 28th

Time: 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM

Cost: $160

Week 2

For: Boys & Girls Entering Grades 6-9

Where: Westfield High School

When: July 9th- July 12th

Time: 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM

Cost: $160

Make all checks payable to: Westfield Blue Devils Basketball Camps

Send to: Westfield Blue Devils Basketball Camps, 369 Union Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ 
07076

Any questions please call Joe Marino at 908-612-9515 or email 
westfieldbasketball@verizon.net


