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POLICE BLOTTER

READY TO ROLL…Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella,
center, speaks with Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli, right, and Christopher
Minks about the upcoming Mountainside Car and Motorcycle Show. This
Father’s Day event will take place on Sunday, June 17, on Mountain Avenue from
noon to 6 p.m. and will feature a live performance by the band The Nerds. For
more information, interested persons may e-mail cminks@mac.com.

– Obituaries –
Carla F. Impalli, 30, Teacher Whose
Spirit and Courage Touched Many

“Cancer decided to screw with the
wrong chick.” That was how Carla
Francesca Impalli began the journal
that chronicled her four-
year battle against stage
4 breast cancer. She was
just 26. Her battle ended
Saturday, June 2, 2012,
at the age of 30.

Although cancer domi-
nated her life for the past
four years, there was so
much more to Carla. For
the past nine years, she
devoted her life to chil-
dren as a pre-school/spe-
cial education educator.
She touched the hearts
and minds of many young
lives at Valley View Elementary School
in Lebanon Township, N.J.

Carla was life, laughter and com-
passion to her family, students and
the many friends who supported her
through her journey. She documented
her life with cancer in an online blog
that drew fans from across the coun-
try and that allowed Carla to share
her journey of living defiantly de-
spite adversity.

Carla was embraced, at the end, by

her parents, Nick and Cathy Impalli;
her sister, Marisa Joshi, and her
brother-in-law, Sameer Joshi. She also

was beloved by her
grandmother, Yolanda
Scollan; her aunts, Annie
Cacciatore, Mary Jo
Impalli and Elizabeth
Scollan; her uncles, TJ
Scollan, Robert Scollan
and Dick Cacciatore; sev-
eral cousins; dozens of
loving friends and her
adoring godchildren.

Despite the forces of
terminal illness that rob a
person of choice, Carla
exited this life on her
terms. She was not done

“screwing with cancer.” In lieu of flow-
ers, Carla’s family asks that you con-
sider a donation to
www.overlookfoundation.org or
www.youngsurvival.org.

Private arrangements were by the
Memorial Funeral Home in Fanwood.
For additional service information or
to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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VFW Auxiliary to Meet;
Recaps Service Activities

GARWOOD – The next meeting of
Bayleaf Leonard J. Sanders Memorial
Post No. 6807 Ladies Auxiliary Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) will be
held on Tuesday, June 19, at 1 p.m.

President Catherine Madera has
advised that the meeting will take
place at 205 Willow Avenue in
Garwood, where all members will be
welcomed and committee reports
accepted. This year, Ladies Auxil-
iary VFW Post No. 6807 is celebrat-
ing its 66th year of service. Its charter
was granted on June 30, 1946.

Through the efforts of its officers,
chairmen and members, the Auxil-
iary had a successful year participat-
ing in programs for service mem-
bers, veterans and the community.
Officers elected, appointed and in-
stalled by Auxiliary Past President
Kathy Dorkoski are: President and
Secretary, Catherine M. Madera;
Treasurer, Kathleen Dorkoski; Se-
nior Vice-President, Alice (Vi) Hirsch;
Junior Vice-President, Lois
Hasselman; Chaplain, Lena
Cummings; Conductress and Guard,
Madeline Pevarnik; Patriotic Instruc-
tor and Soloist, Susan Leonard; Trust-
ees – Three years, Anne Leonard;
two years, Lottie Sworen, and one
year, Dolores Cielinski. Appointed
chairmen are Hospital – Gloria
Gilrain; Publicity – Eileen Fluhr;
Cancer and Legislative – Kathy
Dorkoski; VFW National Home for
Children – Lottie Sworen; Veterans
and Veterans Families – Lena
Cummings, and Americanism and
Youth – Catherine Madera.

Eric Sinnicke won the Sixth-Grade
Essay Contest. He read his essay at
the Garwood Memorial Service on
May 28 at the Knights of Columbus.

Eric received a check from the La-
dies Auxiliary VFW Post No. 6807.

During the Spring Conference,
President Catherine Madera accepted
a Citation for the Auxiliary from
National for having made a Health
and Happiness Donation to the VFW
National Home for Children.

On May 9, Mrs. Madera, Kathy
Dorkoski, Susan and Anne Leonard
attended the Luncheon for Runnells
Volunteers, at which the Auxiliary
received a Citation. Auxiliary mem-
ber and Past President Amy Mc Hugh
was recognized for her 17,000 vol-
unteer hours at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County.

Members are reminded to continue
to save Campbell Soup labels and
Box Tops for Education to support
the schools.

Holistic Moms Meeting
On Tap For Tuesday
GARWOOD – Two La Leche

League of Union leaders will present
“Compassionately Communicating
the Language of Love to Our Chil-
dren” at the Tuesday, June 19 meeting
of the Holistic Moms Network. The
meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. at St.
Paul’s United Church of Christ, lo-
cated at 213 Center Street in Garwood.

The session will concentrate on
discovering effective tools to consis-
tently and compassionately convey
messages of love to children in a fast-
paced society. The presentation will
highlight how parents can communi-
cate effectively to children of all ages
through modeling, by what they say,
by what they do not say, what they
do, what they give, and communica-
tion blockers to avoid.

Carla F. Impalli

Evelyn Jean Stephens, 93, Secretary;
Was Active at Fanwood Presbyterian
Jean Williamson Stephens, 93,

passed away on Sunday, June 10,
2012, at Seabrook Village in Tinton
Falls.

Born in Pittsburgh, Pa.,
she lived in Fanwood for
47 years before moving to
Tinton Falls five years ago.

Mrs. Stephens previ-
ously worked as a secre-
tary with Powers Regula-
tor Company, formerly of
Springfield. She was a 52-
year member of the
Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, where she served on the
Session. She enjoyed working with
the church thrift shop and volun-
teering with various charities
throughout Fanwood.

She also was a 25-year member
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA and was a member of the
Fanwood Women’s Club.

Her husband, Frank Stephens,
predeceased her.

Surviving are her children,

Cynthia Moorhead (and her hus-
band, James) and Will Stephens
(and his wife, Ellen); her brother,
John Crawford Williamson, Jr.; her

sister,  Fanny Rae
Dahlinger; five grandchil-
dren, Amanda Eyde, Amy
Ellis, Evan Moorhead,
Stefan Moorhead and
Olivia Moorhead, as well
as her four great-grand-
children, Sophie, Jake,
Chase and Charlie.

A memorial service will
be held today, Thursday,

June 14, at 2 p.m. at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations in her name may be sent to
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
74 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Library Fiction Book Club
To Discuss ‘Night Circus’

WESTFIELD – The Fiction
Book Club will meet on Wednes-
day, June 27, at 7 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library to dis-
cuss “The Night Circus” by Erin
Morgenstern. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

Debut author Morgenstern has
crafted a tale of greed, fate and love
set in a turn-of-the-20th-century cir-
cus. Celia is a five-year-old with
untrained psychokinetic powers
when she unceremoniously is
dumped on her unsuspecting fa-
ther, “Prospero the Entertainer.”
Prospero hatches a sinister scheme
for Celia: pit her against a rival’s
young magician in an epic battle of
magic that will, by design, result in
the death of one of the players,
although neither Celia nor her ad-
versary, Marco, is informed of the
inevitable outcome. No one counts
on the possibility that Celia and
Marco will eventually fall in love.

For a copy of the book, call Jen
Schulze at (908) 789-4090, exten-

sion no.  7951,  or  e-mail
jschulze@wmlnj.org.

The Book Club is free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.
For participating libraries, visit the
Westfield Memorial  Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday,
and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday. The library will be closed
on Sunday until September 23.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary for a copy of its award-win-
ning quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

Edwin Lehecka, 84, Corporate Treasurer;
Active With Church and Stamp Club

Edwin William Lehecka, 84, a 50-
year resident of Westfield, died on
Monday, June 11, at Somerset Medi-
cal Center in Somerville, N.J.

Born in New York City, he was a
graduate of Pace University, having
retired from the Benjamin Moore
Company, Montvale, N.J., where he
was a corporate treasurer.

Mr. Lehecka was a veteran of the
U.S. Army, having served in both
World War II and the Korean War.

He had been a resident of the Arbor
Glen Retirement Community in
Bridgewater since 2008.

Mr. Lehecka was a past member of
the First United Methodist Church in
Westfield and currently had been ac-
tive in the First Baptist Church of
Westfield. He was a member of the
Westfield Stamp Club, and enjoyed
oil painting, as well as studying ge-
nealogy and U.S. Civil War history.

Edwin was the beloved husband of
the late Evelyn Buell Lehecka. He is
survived by his daughter, Elaine
Lehecka Pratt, and her husband,
Dean, of Fanwood; two grandsons,
Eric Pratt and Neil Pratt, both of
Massachusetts, and his longtime

friend, Ann Rumery.
Relatives and friends are invited to

the visitation from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
p.m. today, Thursday, June 14, at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Private burial will
be at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

A Service of Remembrance will be
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 17, 2012, at
the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the First
Baptist Church of Westfield Memo-
rial Fund.

June 14, 2012

Author Shipley to Discuss
‘Case of Unknown Woman’
WESTFIELD – Author F.

Alexander Shipley will discuss his
book “The Case of the Unknown
Woman” on Wednesday, June 20,
at 7 p.m. at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

On March 26, 1887, a young
woman was found murdered in a
field in Rahway, N.J. Mr. Shipley’s
book reveals a detailed account of
a case that shook this local com-
munity and was regarded as one of
the most intriguing murder cases
of the 19th century.

Efforts by private detectives, po-
lice and authorities at the local, county
and state level ended without success
– the murderer was never caught, and
the victim never identified.

Mr. Shipley’s interest in this case
began when he was just 10 years
old and continued as he researched
other books about Rahway as an
adult. He has been with the Mer-
chants and Drovers Tavern Mu-
seum since 1973 and took over as
director of Museum Operations in
April 2008. He has served as presi-
dent, vice-president and trustee in
a span of nearly 40 years.

A lifelong resident of Rahway,
Mr. Shipley earned his Bachelor of
Arts degree in English from

Montclair University and a Mas-
ters in Humanities from Kean Uni-
versity. He taught English at Lin-
den and Rahway High Schools,
was appointed city historian by the
mayor of Rahway and was hired as
research consultant for the Rahway
Public Library.

This program will be free and
open to Westfield Memorial Li-
brary and MURAL cardholholders.
MURAL cardholders belong to li-
braries that  are part  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. For partici-
pating l ibraries,  check the
Westfield Memorial  Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, extension 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday,
and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday. The library will be closed
on Sundays until September 23.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary for a copy of its award-win-
ning quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

Westfield
Friday, May 18, Murray Perch, 61,

of Westfield was arrested and charged
with theft after a police officer ob-
served Perch allegedly remove money
from a pay station machine at the
Westfield train station. Because the
theft involved less than $200, it was
considered a disorderly persons of-
fense, police said. Perch was released
with a June 8 court date.

Wednesday, June 6, William Lopez,
27, of Garwood was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
and Clark Street on an active
Plainfield warrant. He posted $191
bail and was released.

Wednesday, June 6, Shawn
Hendricks, 45, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested in Westfield Municipal Court
on warrants from Scotch Plains and
Mountainside, with bail amounts of
$1,000 and $948, respectively.
Hendricks was unable to post bail
and was turned over to the Scotch
Plains Police Department.

Wednesday, June 6, a resident of
the 1000 block of Irving Avenue re-
ported an incident of criminal mis-
chief in which someone unknown
damaged a garage door window by
throwing a rock through it.

Wednesday, June 6, jewelry worth
approximately $21,800 was reported
stolen from a residence on the 100
block of Sunset Avenue, according to
police.

Thursday, June 7, Janice Oviedo,
24, of Elizabeth was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop on Bradson Court
on an outstanding Roselle warrant.
Further investigation revealed her to
be in possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance/less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana, along with
drug paraphernalia, according to po-
lice. Oviedo was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
posted the $250 bail that had been set
on the drug charges. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance on
the warrant.

Thursday, June 7, Edwin Simmons,
22, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with burglary and theft in-
volving a residence on the 600 block
of Radley Road. He was being held
on $5,000 bail at the Union County
jail in Elizabeth.

Police Chief David Wayman said a
neighbor saw Simmons running
through yards of homes and con-
tacted police. The chief said Simmons
was exiting the scene in a van when
police stopped him. Police found
$7,000 worth of jewelry, cameras and
camera components in the van.

Friday, June 8, Edwin J. Reid, 35,
of Scotch Plains was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop on East Broad
Street near Woodland Avenue on an
outstanding Westfield warrant. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released after
posting $500 bail.

Friday, June 8, Jennifer Moyd, 26,
of Plainfield was arrested on an ac-
tive Westfield criminal warrant pur-
suant to a prisoner pickup at the
Somerset County jail. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held in lieu of $324 bail.

Friday, June 8, a Fanwood resident
reported being the victim of a theft
while on Linden Avenue in Westfield.
The theft, involving a cell phone,
occurred at the victim’s place of em-
ployment.

Friday, June 8, a Sony car stereo
was reported stolen from a motor
vehicle on the 800 block of Carleton
Road.

Friday, June 8, a Trinity Place resi-
dent reported being the victim of a
theft. According to the victim, some-
one unknown stole $1,200 in cash
from the victim while at a location on
Central Avenue.

Friday, June 8, a resident of the 600
block of Maye Street reported being
the victim of a theft. Someone un-
known gained entry to the victim’s
motor vehicle and stole a laptop, val-
ued at $800.

Friday, June 8, Emily Gretsky, 18,
of Westfield was arrested after turn-
ing herself in at police headquarters
on an outstanding Westfield warrant
for $114. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, June 9, Steven Jones, 41,
of Edison was arrested after turning
himself in at police headquarters on
an outstanding Westfield warrant for
$114. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, June 9, Cassandra
Depina, 21, of Roselle was arrested
after turning herself in at police head-
quarters on an outstanding Westfield

warrant. She was processed and re-
leased after posting $114 bail.

Saturday, June 9, Leena Das, 43, of
Westfield was arrested after turning
herself in at police headquarters on
an outstanding Rahway warrant. She
was processed and released after post-
ing $50 bail.

Saturday, June 9, Jennifer
Whitaker, 45, of Piscataway was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to an in-
vestigation at Central Avenue and
Raritan Road. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released on her own recognizance to
a responsible adult.

Sunday, June 10, a business lo-
cated on the 100 block of Central
Avenue reported a theft in which
someone removed items, valued at
$300, from the store without paying.

Monday, June 11, Deborah
Exantus, 34, of East Orange was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop on
the 800 block of Central Avenue on a
Berkeley Heights warrant for $89.
She was released on her own recog-
nizance.

Scotch Plains
Monday, June 4, a resident of Cly-

desdale Road reported that she had
received a call from a loan company
stating that someone tried to obtain a
loan using her information.

Monday, June 4, a resident of South
Avenue reported that someone tried
to have several thousand dollars from
his bank account wired to another
account not belonging to him.

Wednesday, June 6, a resident of
Rahway Road reported that some-
time overnight someone entered his
unlocked motor vehicle, which was
parked in his driveway, and removed
multiple pieces of electronics equip-
ment. The theft was valued at ap-
proximately $500.

Wednesday, June 6, a resident of
Lake Park Terrace reported that a
friend had asked her on a date and she
said no, but that he keeps calling her
and driving by her house.

Friday, June 8, Marcus Crawford,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding $500 war-
rant issued by the Scotch Plains Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Friday, June 8, John Fischetti, 44,
of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after an officer re-
sponded to a call concerning a car
striking a telephone pole on Stout
Avenue. After failing multiple field
sobriety tests at the scene, Fischetti
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Saturday, June 9, a resident of
Watchung Terrace reported that she
has been trying to sell her home and
that during a return visit to the resi-
dence she noticed jewelry, valued
at approximately $2,500, was miss-
ing.

Saturday, June 9, Luke Hammond,
23, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop on Front Street. After
failing multiple field sobriety tests,
Hammond was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Sunday, June 10, a resident of Con-
cord Road reported that he had a
hand truck, valued at approximately
$60, at the end of his driveway and
that when he went outside it was
missing.

Sunday, June 10, Frederick Bryant,
56, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Park Avenue
on an outstanding $3,269 warrant
issued by the Scotch Plains Court. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Sunday, June 10, Adekaya Brown,
30, of Union was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Mountainside
Tuesday, June 5, a resident of Sunny

View Road reported that someone
damaged the front bumper and hood
of her 2007 black BMW, causing
scratches and dents.

Sunday, June 10, an employee of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that
someone removed her purse from the
hostess station. According to police,
the purse is described as an orange
Aldo brand handbag containing two
pairs of Ray-Ban sunglasses, a pass-
port, credit cards, a pink Guess wal-
let, yellow Aldo sandals, IDs and her
house and car keys.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Bumble Bee Bazaar
Is Set For June 23

AREA – The Bumble Bee Bazaar
will return to the Church of the As-
sumption on Saturday, June 23, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. An event featuring
assorted craft vendors, it will take
place in the church parking lot, lo-
cated at 113 Chiego Place in Roselle
Park. The Women of Assumption
Ministry sponsor this annual event.
For more information, contact Diane
Burgos at (201) 522-8022 or via e-
mail at nany122@msn.com.

Courtesy of Janet Smith
PRE-PROM...Westfield High School's Prom took place Saturday June 2 at the
Pines Manor in Edison. A pre-prom party is held at the  home of Trish and CP
Kalis. Pictured are:  Brendan Oster, Charlotte Milford, Will Beckett, Kelly Kalis,
Brennan Haley, Ellie Reinhardt, Emily Smith, Adam Fraites, Loren Ball, Kevin
Oster, Katie Yamano and Connor Moore.


