
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 14, 2012 Page 3

ON THE WAY TO LBI…On Sunday, June 3, Jay’s Cycle Center hosted their Annual 100-Mile Charity Bicycle Ride from
Westfield to Beach Haven on Long Beech Island with 45 riders in tow. What began as a two-man ride has grown into an
annual event raising over $3,000 for the Pan Mass Challenge – Jimmy Fund. Westfield residents Bill Foley, Ed Gallagher
and Erik Leite are participating in the fundraiser, which raised $35 million last year. Jay’s Cycle Center will be hosting its
10th annual LBI Bicycle Ride June 2, 2013.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Labor Dept. Says N.J. 47th of 50
States in Econ. Performance

The United States Labor Depart-
ment recently released data indicating
the state’s economy shrank by 0.5
percent in 2011, even as 43 states saw
their economies grow last year, with
the state ranked 47th in economic
performance, The Record has reported.

A non-partisan state legislative
budget analyst told New Jersey law-
makers in an e-mail that a gap be-
tween earlier budget projections and
actual tax collections may now be as
wide as $1.4 billion through the end
of June 2013, a development the
governor’s office later downplayed,
the paper reported.

New Jersey’s unemployment rate
was 9.1 percent in April, a full per-
centage point above the national rate.

“Governor Christie has now spent
months talking about two things: ‘the
Jersey Comeback’ and (presumptive
Republican Presidential nominee)
Mitt Romney’s record as a job cre-
ator,” New Jersey State Democratic
Chairman John Wisniewski re-
sponded. “We now know that both
are myths. Under (former Massachu-
setts Governor) Mitt Romney, Mas-
sachusetts ranked 47th out of 50 in
terms of job creation. Under Chris
Christie, New Jersey now ranks 47th
out of 50 in terms of economic per-
formance. Mitt Romney’s record as a
job creator is abysmal, and the Jersey
Comeback doesn’t exist.”

Rutgers Governing Boards OK
Negotiation Principles for Merger

Rutgers University’s Board of Gov-
ernors and Board of Trustees have
approved a list of principles for nego-
tiations to merge Rutgers and Rowan
University’s Camden campuses un-
der a plan being pushed by South
Jersey political boss George Norcross
and state Senate President Stephen
Sweeney, both Democrats, accord-
ing to a Star-Ledger report.

Rutgers’ governing bodies said
they’ve only agreed to let its Camden
campus merge with Rowan if each
school “retains its independence and
autonomy.”

Under compromise legislation,
Rutgers would operate UMDNJ, in-
cluding the medical and dental
schools. University Hospital, the
teaching hospital in Newark, would
continue as a separate institution.

In Camden, Rutgers-Camden and
Rowan University would maintain
their names and campuses, but unite
under a single governing board.

State Senator Richard Codey (D-
27, Roseland) and Senator Ron Rice

(D-28, Newark) have opposed the plan.
Updated Results Given for
Lance Victory Over Larsen

Updated results from the New Jer-
sey Secretary of State’s office show
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) won his
Primary over businessman David
Larsen by a tally of 23,180 to 15,164.
Mr. Lance won Union County by 3,000
votes, Hunterdon County by over
2,000 tallies and Somerset County by
some 2,800 votes. Mr. Larsen won
Morris County by 650 votes.

NJEA Supports Diegnan’s
Tenure Reform Bill

The New Jersey Education Asso-
ciation (NJEA) has come out in favor
of tenure reform legislation spon-
sored by Assemblyman Patrick
Diegnan (D-18), chairman of the
Assembly Education Committee.
Asm. Diegnan’s bill would change
how teachers are evaluated, making
those evaluations more frequent and
tying them more closely to earning
and keeping tenure. Tenure would be
earned at four years, a year longer
than current law.

The bill would also shorten the
time needed to remove ineffective
teachers by removing tenure cases
from the court system and placing
them before arbitrators who can hear
and rule on cases more quickly and at
a fraction of the cost of a court case.

Wash Times Poll: Rubio Top
Pick for VP by CPAC Activists
Florida U.S. Senator Marco Rubio

has emerged as the top pick of con-
servatives as a running mate for Re-
publican presidential nominee Mitt
Romney, according to a Washington
Times-sponsored poll of more than
500 attendees of the Conservative
Political Action Committee (CPAC)
gathering in Chicago last Friday.

The first-term Florida Senator received
30.4 percent of the first-place votes from
CPAC delegates, more than twice the
number for New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie, named by 14.2 percent of the
respondents. House Budget Committee
Chairman Paul Ryan, a Wisconsin Re-
publican, finished third in the poll.

Courage to Reconnect
SP, FW Sets Hearings
AREA — Courage to Reconnect

Scotch Plains/Fanwood will sponsor a
series of public hearings to receive
comments on its application to the
state’s Department of Community Af-
fairs’ (DCA) Local Finance Board seek-
ing the creation of a municipal consoli-
dation study commission to study the
consolidation of  the two towns.

A copy of the application may be
requested in advance of the hearings by e-
mailing DCA staff at dlgs@dca.state.nj.us
or via  SPFreconnect.wordpress.com/ap-
plication/. The first hearing will be
held at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, June 18,
in the Scotch Plains Council Cham-
bers, 430 Park Avenue. The second
will be on Wednesday, June 27, at 7
p.m. at 80 Second Street in Fanwood,
located in La Grande Park near Third
Street and La Grande Avenue.  The
joint public hearing will follow at 8
p.m. in the same building.
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Get Better. Stay Better.

Mobile ICU • Emergency Angioplasty and Stenting
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CHEST PAIN ISN’T THE ONLY SIGN 
OF A HEART ATTACK.
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Francis M. Smith, ESQ.
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In New Jersey
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No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Garwood GOP Club Elects
Officers, Announces Events

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Club has announced the
recent elections of Matt Allouf as
club president, Deborah McCarthy
as vice-president, Carol Lombardo
as secretary, and Dennis McCarthy
as treasurer. Charles Lombardo re-
mains chairman of the Garwood
Democratic Committee and also has
agreed to serve as membership chair-
man for the Democratic Club. Mrs.
Lombardo will serve as hospitality
chairwoman. Councilwoman Sara
Todisco will organize fundraising
events for the year, and Bill Nierstedt
will provide publicity for the club.

At recent meetings, Mr. Allouf
called for the creation of a commu-
nity participation group with a goal
of involving the club in activities that
exist for the betterment of Garwood
citizens, particularly those who need
the most assistance. The group’s first
activities were donating food baskets
for Thanksgiving, and Easter food
drives. The club will accept mon-
etary or food donations for these
causes and anyone who knows some-

one in need is asked to contact Mr.
Allouf. Further publicity will be avail-
able as the holiday seasons approach.

Earlier this year, the Democratic
Committee selected Mr. Nierstedt and
Mike Wilson to be the Democratic
Party candidates for the 2012 bor-
ough council election. Their cam-
paign will begin in earnest in Sep-
tember with the candidates going
door-to-door listening to residents
concerns and ideas. The 2012 Cam-
paign to Elect Nierstedt and Wilson is
also looking for volunteers to coordi-
nate and assist in the campaign.

The club is scheduling a number of
fundraisers for 2012. Proceeds will
be used to advance club goals and
activities. The club has scheduled a
trip to a Somerset Patriots baseball
game, featuring after game fireworks
on Saturday, June 30. Future press
releases will advise of time, ticket
costs, and more details. Other events
to be scheduled are trips to Monmouth
Racetrack, a Red Bulls Soccer game,
and possibly a New Jersey Devils
game in the fall. Interested parties
can contact Councilwoman Todisco
as details become available.

Letters were recently mailed to reg-
istered Garwood Democrats in antici-
pation of increasing membership. For
information about joining the club,
contact Mr. Allouf at (908) 264-8550.

Marks Elected Chairman
Of Scotch Plains GOP

SCOTCH PLAINS — Following
the June 5 Primary Election, the
Scotch Plains Republican Commit-
tee on Monday night selected former
mayor Martin Marks as its new chair-
man. Mr. Marks will succeed former
mayor Bill McClintock, who retired
after serving as chairman for 11 years.

“First and foremost, I want to thank
Bill McClintock for his friendship
and leadership over the years. He has
been my mentor in government and
politics since I arrived in the commu-
nity and I know I will continue to rely
on his wisdom and advice in my new
role,” Mr. Marks said.

He continued, “There seems to be
an air of enthusiasm and anticipation
in Republican circles in this Presi-
dential election year. That enthusi-
asm is certainly evident here in Scotch
Plains as we picked up several new
members to our committee by virtue
of the Primary Election. It was nice to
see some new (and younger) faces at
our reorganization meeting ready to
roll up their sleeves and get to work.
Our committee is now stronger and
more vibrant than it has been in re-
cent memory and that bodes well for
us in this important election year.”

 “I really look forward to working
with our campaign committee on the
reelection of Mayor Mary DePaola
this year. Mary has already demon-

strated the leadership necessary to
guide Scotch Plains government dur-
ing challenging times,” Mr. Marks
said. “There is a lot on our local
government’s plate right now includ-
ing the recruitment of a new munici-
pal manager and the ongoing discus-
sions for the consolidation of the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood police
departments and we need Mayor
Depaola to help us move forward on
these and other issues.

“I am also particularly pleased that
former board of education member
Edward Saridaki has joined the Re-
publican ticket as our council candi-
date for 2012. Ed is known for having
been a budget hawk while on the
board of education and I know it will
be his fiscal conservatism that trans-
lates into cost savings for the taxpay-
ers of Scotch Plains,” Mr. Marks con-
cluded.

The Scotch Plains Republican
Committee also elected former mayor
Joan Papen as vice-chairwoman, Liz
Mangan as secretary, and Ken
Greenman as treasurer to serve with
Mr. Marks for a two-year term.

Bill Would Require Publication of Pacts
TRENTONS -- Legislation to penalize

government officials for failing to follow
a law that makes transparent public em-
ployment contracts and interest arbitra-
tion awards has been introduced in Tren-
ton by a Monmouth County senator.

“Localities across the state have vio-
lated this 44-year-old law by failing to
file for public disclosure all employment
contracts with the state Public Employ-
ment Relations Commission,” Senator
Jennifer Beck (R-11, Red Bank) said.

The bill would establish that public
employers in New Jersey, including coun-
ties, municipalities and school districts,
file all negotiated public employment
agreements with PERC within 15 days of
execution. Custodians of contracts who
fail to file contracts in time would be
liable for a fine up to $1,000. All con-
tracts would have to be posted on PERC’s
website, www.perc.state.nj.us/
publicsectorcontracts.nsf, on a perma-
nent basis.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


