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PROM NIGHT...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors pose for the camera at a pre-prom party at the home of James
and Lorraine Milner. Pictured, left to right, are: Billy Schauer and Elise Miner, Luke Emnas and Chrissy Monroy, David
Pak and Ariel Hwang, Maxine Marvosa and Jordan Dagasaro, Melissa Gara and Milan Tailor, Catherine Amberg and
Brian Van Brunt.
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A GOOD-LOOKING GROUP...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors gather during a pre-prom party at the
home of James and Lorraine Milner. Pictured, left to right, are: Sarah Weber and Mike Vilarino, Rachel Armus and
Johnny Turchin, Dory Baron and Jake Zacharia, Nicole Depaola and Chad Tussel, Allison Whitehouse and Kristina
Zekunde.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THINK ABOUT YOUR LIFE, PIPPIN…The cast strikes a pose at the end of
their presentation at the Rising Star Awards at Paper Mill Playhouse on June
4. Westfield High School’s musical, Pippin, was nominated for Outstanding
Overall Production of a Musical, so they were one of seven schools to perform.
See story page 18.

Mr. Loughlin told Ms. Beaumont
to bring back the contractor’s work
proposal, and come back on July 12
due to lack of a site plan. Ms. Beau-
mont said had she been told what was
required for the application she would
have complied.

James Cleaves sought a certificate
of non-conformity for usage of 385
Westfield Road, located in an R-3A
zone, to continue to use the home as
a two-family home contrary to town
code, which allows only one-family
homes. Mr. Cleaves said the home,
which originally belonged to his
grandparents, was always taxed as a
two-family even though it is in a one-
family zone.

“If it is a two-family in a one-
family zone, you have a heavy bur-
den,” Mr. Loughlin said. “I’m
troubled by the insufficient nature of
the application you submitted.”

Mr. Loughlin advised Mr. Cleaves
to get a land-use attorney, and told
him he had the right to ask for a
postponement from the board. Mr.
Loughlin said Mr. Cleaves would need
documentation and tax records and
that the matter could have significant
financial ramifications. The case was
postponed until the Thursday, Sep-
tember 6, meeting at 7 p.m. Neigh-
bors opposing the application were
in the audience but did not speak
because no public hearing was held.
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who also spent time on the PTA as
president.

“I enjoy giving something back
to the community and enjoy work-
ing with all the people on the board
and within the school district,” she
said. “We try to make things run
smoothly and work on whatever
comes up on the agenda including
personnel issues, negotiating, and
the curriculum.”

Similar to the issues Mr.
Whitehouse addressed, Ms.
Kulikowski also said the board was
limited by the budget and with the
cuts from a few years ago, it was
unable to get the funds for a new
roof.

“I’m not on the board for me, but
to help the kids,” she said. “We are
all volunteers and I have the time
and desire to help and that’s why I
do it.”

Although two incumbents have
filed to run for the Garwood BOE,
there is still a three-year seat open.
BOE President Adele Lewis and
current member Barbara Greet are
running for the three-year open po-
sitions. If there are no write-ins
during the election, then the board
will appoint another member to fill
the last position after interviewing
the candidates.

Ms. Lewis, who is a lifelong resi-
dent of Garwood and has two daugh-
ters who have attended Garwood
schools, has been serving on the
board for nine years and has been
president for seven-and-a-half-
years. Working as the Garwood
planning and zoning board admin-
istrator in Maplewood and as the
planning board secretary for
Garwood, she said she has always
been involved in her community.

“I joined the board because edu-
cating children is such an impor-
tant job and a great way to give
back to the community,” she said.

Along with the issues of dwin-
dling resources, she said they have
been dealing with the new man-
dates regarding the state’s new bully-
ing law and the process of renting the
Washington School to the Westfield
Area “Y.” “That’s an exciting thing
right now, especially to provide service
for a community and to enhance
childcare and recreation,” Ms. Lewis
said.

“With a decade of service, I’m proud
of the board and our diligence,” Ms.
Lewis said. “I have to give credit to my
fellow board members who are very
diligent and have made it easy for me.”

She is also one of the founding
members and trustees of the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood.

Ms. Greet, who has lived in
Garwood for 23 years and is the mother
of four children who are all in college,
has also served on the board for nine
years. A practicing registered nurse
for 38 years, she serves as the chair-
woman for the BOE’s education com-
mittee and is a member of the finance
and negotiations committees.

“It is a great opportunity to volun-
teer for the town and give back to the
school all four of my children at-

tended and graduated,” she said.
One issue the board had to work

with was taking Washington School
offline in order to maintain school
programs and staff. Working under a
tight budget with less funding every
year, Ms. Greet said the board had to
move students to Lincoln School to
save money.

Ms. Greet said she waited to serve
on the board until her children were
older because of the time commit-
ment, noting she wanted to give 100
percent.

“Unfortunately, not too many people
are stepping up to run and I feel obli-
gated to serve this great little town,”
Ms. Greet said. “Hopefully, someone
will step up who is young in town with
young children and will want to get
involved.”

Mountainside only has two open
seats for its BOE up this year. Current
members Jeane Parker and Kate Motz
decided to run again for three more
years on the board.

Ms. Parker, who has lived in
Mountainside since 2004, was ap-
pointed to the board in October 2011
after two members resigned. The
mother of one daughter who will be
graduating from the middle school,
she originally ran for the board and
lost by only several votes.

“I initially ran because I was just
really frustrated with the way the board
worked and the lack of communica-
tion,” she said. “I was concerned where
the money was going and what hap-
pened to money we had lost and I was
frustrated with the status quo and how
divisive the board was.”

A senior writer for The New York
Post, Ms. Parker said she believes the
board needs to “beef up” communica-
tion with newsletters and get the com-
munity that does not have children
involved. With the formation of a com-
munications committee, she said it
has been a slow process that needs to
continue to be more inclusive.

“I feel like they gave me a chance
after I lost, and I feel like for the first
time in many years there’s a focus on
what we need to do, what’s lacking,
and what’s good about our district,”
Ms. Parker said. “Everyone’s moving
in the direction we should, and I want
to continue and contribute to that.”

Since Mountainside and Berkeley
Heights share Governor Livingston
High School, Ms. Parker said the
Mountainside BOE has a strength-
ened relationship with Berkeley
Heights, which she said needs to con-
tinue to be improved.

Ms. Motz, who has lived in
Mountainside since 2008, has served
on the board since October 2011 along
with Ms. Parker. Ms. Motz has three
children, two who attend Beechwood
Elementary School and the youngest
who is in preschool at Sundance in
North Plainfield. As a board member,
she is a BOE liaison to the
Mountainside PTA and is a member of
the BOE’s community outreach, cur-
riculum and strategic planning com-
mittees.

“I want to serve my community
and be a part of the growth of our
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schools, a part of the change, a voice
for my fellow parents and an advo-
cate of our fantastic education sys-
tem,” she said.

Ms. Motz said she is mainly con-
cerned about community outreach
and strategic planning. These issues,
which have made some progress,
touch upon the board’s successes and
challenges and she affirmed, “We
need a good plan.” Ms. Motz is also
the creator of NJ Moms Guide, which
started in 2006 as Westfield
MomsTown and has branched out to
all parts of the state.

“It’s very refreshing to work with a
group of people that care so much
about their community, volunteers
that want to do whatever it takes to
make our schools better for our chil-
dren,” Ms. Motz said. “I look for-
ward to serving for as many years as
possible.”

In Westfield, two incumbents and
one new candidate are running for
the three open seats to serve for three
years. BOE President Richard
Mattessich, current member Gretchan
Ohlig and new candidate Lucy Biegler
are running for positions. J. Brendan
Galligan has filed to run for the one-
year term seat, a seat that was vacated
by Julia Walker.

Mr. Mattessich, who has lived in
Westfield since 1994, has served on
the board for the past three years. He
has one sixth-grade and one eighth-
grade daughter, both of whom attend
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

“We moved here specifically right
before we had kids,” he said. “We
were looking for a town with a great
school system, great downtown, and
something that seemed family-ori-
ented.”

An attorney for 17 years, Mr.
Mattessich said he and the board have
focused on maintaining the quality of
education with the decreasing state
aid. He has also worked on establish-
ing the annual budget and imple-
menting maintenance additions such
as new boilers and windows through
his work on the facilities committee
and chairman of the finance commit-
tee.

“I look forward to serving again if
elected,” Mr. Mattessich said. “See-
ing students come into the board room
and showing their success with the
(school) play, athletics or test scores
is very gratifying to be a part of.”

During a tough economic time, he
said, the board has been able to main-
tain the schools’ programs as well as
providing students with opportuni-
ties without cutting things such as
fine arts or core curriculum.

Ms. Ohlig, who has lived in
Westfield for 11 years, was appointed
to the board in January after Ms.
Walker resigned. With three children
who attend Jefferson Elementary
School and Edison Intermediate
School, she said joining the board
was a great opportunity and she was
“lucky enough to get selected.”

“I love serving on the board, which
has been a huge learning experience,
and I still feel like I’m running uphill
trying to get a real sense of the is-
sues,” she said. “I still have a lot to
learn, but I’m enjoying it.”

A lawyer by training who works at
a firm in New York City, Ms. Ohlig
said the board has dealt with many
budgetary and facility issues, includ-
ing the repair of new roofs on the
school buildings as well as the debate
over turf field installation. It also has
dealt with the increasing student
population for the past few years,
which has prompted Westfield to re-
district some students at Washington
Elementary School.

As a member of the BOE policy
committee, she said the group has
been looking at policies to update
and reevaluate, especially in regards
to technology in the schools. They
have $6 million allocated to get them
up to speed on these policies and
whether students should bring their
own devices to the classroom.

“The people serving on the board
are really committed to the best inter-
est of the kids, and I would like to
continue that,” Ms. Ohlig said.

Cranford Committee OKs Budget,
With 2.96-Percent Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee, on a 3-2 party-line vote
Tuesday night, gave final approval
to the 2012 municipal budget that
will be financed by a 2.96-percent
increase in property-tax levies.

The $33.97 million spending plan
– of which $22.5 million will be
financed by property taxes with
$900,000 in surplus also contribut-
ing – was criticized by the two com-
mittee Democrats, with Commis-
sioner Kevin Campbell saying that
too much surplus was being used, a
move he called “not wise at this
time.” He said the surplus should be
looked at as “the savings account of
the town” and more should be set
aside for future emergencies such
as another hurricane and flooding.

“Lower taxes shouldn’t come at
the expense of drawing down the
surplus,” he said.

But Mayor David Robinson, a
Republican, countered by saying
that he was not a big believer in
maintaining large surplus balances.

“That’s your money,” he told resi-
dents at Tuesday’s committee meet-
ing, adding that he had favored,
unsuccessfully, using another
$100,000 in surplus funds to lower
the property tax hike even further.
Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins, a Re-
publican, said he was confident that
the surplus would replenish itself.

Among the more significant line
items in this year’s budget are $5.3
million in salaries and wages for
the police department, the largest
expense in the spending plan. Fire
department salaries and wages and
operating expenses will total about
$3.5 million. Group health insur-
ance costs will amount to $3.8 mil-
lion this year. Construction code
fees are anticipated to be $756,000
versus $625,000 last year. And the
library, which will be financed by a
separate line item on property-tax
bills, will see a $1.36-million bud-
get.

During the brief public hearing, a
resident asked what options the
committee had for next year’s bud-
get, when revenue from the Pay-
ment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes (PILOT)
program at Cranford Crossing will
not be available. That program al-
lows local governments to retain
most property-tax revenue from
certain types of housing develop-

ments for a set period of time.
Deputy Mayor Kalnins said the
committee would look at ways to
offset the expected revenue loss of
about $275,000. Mayor Robinson
said the committee did not expend
all of the PILOT money this year, so
the “hit,” as he termed it, will not be
as bad as expected next year.

In other business, the committee
approved an ordinance changing
the Downtown Management
Corporation’s (DMC) name to the
Downtown Business and Economic
Development Office. Commis-
sioner Lisa Adubato Nesi said the
move had come in response to a
“long-standing request” from the
DMC, adding that the new moniker
“better reflects the responsibility
and role” of the organization. Com-
missioner Campbell cast the lone

vote against the change, calling it
“unnecessary.” He said the new
name was “too wordy, too bureau-
cratic. It sounds like something out
of the Soviet Union.”

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Robinson handed out proclamations
to three newly-minted Eagle Scouts:
Daniel J. Van Ostenbridge, Thomas
Gabriel Cappucci and Theodore
Winkleblech. He also presented a
proclamation to resident Louis
Margolis to mark his 90th birthday.
Ten Girl Scouts received proclama-
tions for achieving the Gold Award.
And Commissioner Edward
O’Malley presented certificates to
two local businesses – Next Clean-
ers and Cake Artist Café – for their
efforts at adopting environmentally-
sustainable practices as part of the
local Go Green initiative.

WF Additions OK’d to Home
On Mohawk, Dentist Office

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s zon-
ing board of adjustment on Mon-
day night made two property own-
ers happy by approving their appli-
cations and disappointed others be-
cause they were reluctant to vote on
a (d) variance application without a
full board present.

Alan and Carol Schwartz of 27
Mohawk Trail sought approval to
construct a one-story addition on
the rear of their home. Mrs.
Schwartz told the board that the
kitchen and dining room were small,
and they want to extend them to
make the space more functional.
They also sought to add a mudroom
and a sitting room. The architect is
David Bailey of Westfield. The
town’s ordinance requires a mini-
mum side-yard setback of 10 feet,
where the Schwartzes have pro-
posed 9.7 feet. The ordinance re-
quires a minimum rear-yard set-
back of 35 feet, where the couple
has proposed 30 feet, eight inches.
The ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20 percent,
where they are proposing 21.8 per-
cent. The board approved the appli-
cation.

Arida Properties, Inc. of 131
South Euclid Avenue sought pre-
liminary and final site plan approval
to construct two, one-story addi-
tions to the building that houses the
dental practice of Dr. Kenneth
Arida. Attorney Arthur Attanasio
of Cranford and architect Robert
Algarin of Westfield represented
Arida Properties. The application
was for front-yard setback and park-
ing and driveway improvements.
Dr. Arida said he wishes to build a
consultation room, a staff room and
a children’s room and to add an
open front porch.

At its May meeting, the board
told the applicant to make the porch
smaller, eliminate a railing on the
roof of the porch and address drain-
age issues. The applicant sought
relief for nine setback and coverage
ordinances. The board approved the
new plan with the condition that the
Westfield engineer review the drain-
age system.

Sonny and Tammy Adoni, who
wish to build a new large home with
a three-bay garage at 745 Lenape
Trail, were represented by attorney
Robert Triarsi of Cranford, archi-
tect Gabriel Calenda of Kenilworth,
engineer Victor Zinagra of Cranford
and planner Kevin O’Brien of
Rahway. At last month’s meeting,
the team had to stop their presenta-
tion of the site plan because the
meeting was running past 11 p.m.

On Monday evening they did not
even get the opportunity to present
their work because the full board
was not present and they were ask-
ing for a (d) variance. Board Attor-
ney Vincent Loughlin said he did
not think it would be appropriate to
vote without the full board present.
Neighbors Joe O’Keefe and Russ
Howell of Prospect Street, who live
behind the Adoni property, were
present to express their concerns
about water and drainage, but were
unable to speak since the applica-
tion was not heard and the public
portion was not held.

The next meeting of the board
will be held Monday, July 9, at 7:30
p.m. at the Westfield Municipal
Building, located at 425 East Broad
Street.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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QUIET ELEGANCE...A heron was spotted taking in the scene at Mindowskin
Park in Westfield.


