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Competition got much stiffer at
the NJSIAA Group track & field
championships held on June 1-2.
The Westfield High School boys
finished 17th with a total of 10.5
in the Group 4 meet held at
Lombardi Field in Old Bridge and
qualified three for the Meet of
Champions (MOC) to be held at
the same location today, June 7,
while the Union Catholic Vikings
placed second with 104 points in
the Non-Public A meet.

The Cranford High School girls
finished 19th in the Group 3 meet
held at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield with 10 points and ad-
vanced two girls to the MOC,
while Scotch Plains-Fanwood fin-
ished 29th with a total of six
points and advanced one girl.

The top six placements in each
event advanced to the MOC. Blue
Devil Peter Fagan took second in
the pole vault with a height of
14-6 and teammate John
Stelmach placed fifth with a
height of 13-6. Blue Devil Mike
DePaolo tied for sixth in the high
jump with a clearance of 6-2.

Although not qualifying for the
MOC, Blue Devil Kevin Ingram
finished ninth in the 800 meters
with a time of 1:55.14. Chris
Jimenez placed 11th in the long
jump with a leap of 20-7.5 and
Declan Fitzmaurice placed 20th
with a leap of 19-3. Fitzmaurice
also placed 18th in the triple
jump with a distance of 42-0.5.
Brendan Dugan finished 14th in
the 100 dash with a time of
11.27. Rob Ciardullo crossed 17th
in the 200 at 23.51.

Lady Blue Devil Meghan Reilly
placed 11th in the javelin with a
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WF Boys Qualify 3, Cr Girls 2, Raider Girls 1 for MOC
toss of 110-2, and Christina Mosco
placed 16th with a toss of 104-5.
Kaitlyn Johnson crossed 12th in
the 3,200 with a time of 11:13.73.
Mae Devin tied for 15th in the
pole vault with a height of 9-6.

On June 1 in South Plainfield,
Lady Cougars Bryanna Grant
with a distance of 37-10.25 and
Regine Hunter at 37-2.75 placed
3-4 in the triple jump, and team-
mate Gillian Burke just missed
qualifying for the MOC, placing
ninth with a distance of 34-7.5.
Raider Leah Salituro placed 18th

at 33-4.
“Our goal was to get three in.

Weather didn’t help us too much
yesterday. It was tricky with the
wind. People were messing with
their steps. That’s what tripped
up Gillian with her steps being off
a little bit with the wind pushing
behind. Next time she went, the
wind wasn’t pushing behind. I
am very happy to get Bryanna in
third and Regine in fourth. They
are looking forward to the Meet
of Champs,” Cougar Head Coach
Peter Kane said.

Although Hunter’s jump was a
little shy of her personal record
(PR), it was close.

“It wasn’t bad at all. She is
happy she jumped that well, but
they are always looking to jump
a PR. She’s happy she broke 37
again, but she’s looking for that
38-39 soon,” Coach Kane said.

Hunter nearly made the MOC in
the long jump but tied for sev-
enth with a leap of 16-11.5.
Raider Christine Charles placed
10th at 16-6.75 and Burke placed
12th at 16-4.5.

Raider senior Erin Pierce fin-
ished 10th in a very fast 1,600
race with a time of 5:06.56 on
June 1. All six qualifiers finished
in under 5:00.

“It was insanely fast. The
Mendham girls, Kylene Cochrane
from West Morris all broke five. I
got a PR last week with a 5:04,
and I hoped they would pull me
along. The first 800, I was 2:28,
which is the best I ever ran the
first 800. I just wanted to try to
stay with them. I got a 5:06, so
I am happy with it,” Pierce said.

Pierce also ran in the second
heat of the 800 and crossed sec-
ond with a time of 2:18.21 to
finish 10th overall.

“I was second in my heat and
beat two girls in the first heat, so
I think it was a good race. I felt I
was in good position. With about
300 to go, I made a move. If I
was in the first heat, I think I
would have gone out way too
fast,” said Pierce, who plans to
run cross-country at Boston Uni-
versity in the fall.

Although not qualifying for the
MOC, Pierce teamed with Isabel
Crystal, Devora Ward and Justine
Valdes to finish second in their
section in the 4x400 with a time
of 4:06.66, followed by Cougars
Jenna Ellenbacher, Laura
VanHorn, Ashley McGuire and
Megan Schetelich at 4:07.49.

Raider Samantha Renfree ad-
vanced to the MOC by placing
third in the javelin on June 1 with
a toss of 125-2.

“It was only seven inches off
my personal best, so that was
exciting, because I could do it
again. I tried to keep my nerves
down and tried to stay calm. I
was ready for it,” Renfree said.

Cougar Kristen VanBenschoten
placed 11th in the discus on June
1 with a toss of 107-7, and
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PUTTING OUT THE EFFORT…Cougar Carl Lieberman, glasses, puts out a big effort, as does teammate George El-
Khoury, No. 9, in their heat of the 800 meters at the Group 3 championships.


